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Five ways how upskilingg 
can beneit stvdents 

O 

+++ 

Students now 
can upskill 
themselves by 
logging on to 
online courseS 
on the subjects 
of their choice 

ion in an MNC where there is a thinking. grasping ability, language 
skills, etc. But at certain umes, there 

are circumstances 
ducation in this new-age era 

1S g0ing through a lot of 

changes which is a sign for 

the students to change their 

sense of accomplishment and helps in leading the group sessions. They boost their confidence. Motivation 
is a crucial factor in academic per-
formance as it can give positive feel-
ings about their learning while 

requirement. can be more punctual, focused and 
ideal in following the tutors while 

asking questions to clear their own 
as well as other students doubtsS. 
With the upskilling process, 

nd the con-
trol of the students that could make Creating a Professlonal 

Persona 
methods of learning and gaining 

knowledge. With technology 
involved, students can access intor-
mation online readily, which was 

them fall behind in the competition 
and create a skill gap. In order to 
overcome the issue, they can follow 

the practice of upskilling which 
includes learning new skills and campus interviews, and presenta-
upgrading existing ones to match a tions with reporting. Upskilling Capabillties 

Even in the academic phase, inheriang joyhul experiences and a 
the students need to stay pre- sense of fairness. 
sentable for classroom aciviaes, on- Flnal Thoughts 

Upskilling can be beneficial for 
students to lead a successful life 

Enhancing Learning 
previously available in books or with 

Feachers. Stidents are now able todomain's expectations. Listed belowinvolveslearning professional skills 
Such as communicatüon, problem-

solving, team working, organiza 
ional kmow-how, and suategicaly 
thinking, that could make them pro-

Traditional teaching methods fessionally ready to face a crowd as 
well as help in networking with 

Learning a new skill needs 

curiosity, adaptability, grasping 
power and attentiveness. While 
learning Something, a student can 

get analytical while assessing their 
Strengths and weaknesses. This 

sell-assessment enhances their 
individuality and facilitates them 
to grow as a person. In addition, 
it also gives them a fair idea of 

experientíal learning and learning 
by doing which can be beneficial 
in every aspect of life, whether 

educational, personal or profes-
sional. 

while being industry ready and aca-
demically apt. To upskill themselves, 
students can do certilication cours-es, enroll in internships, volunteer in organizational events, join network-
ing programs or learn a new lan-guage online. There can be myriad 
methods to facilitate personal improvisation with online platforms 
that are accelerating this process by 
bridging the gap between deserving 
students and skilful teachers. These 

connect with tutors online and learn 
subjects they are interested in. 
i However, as a iraditional 

are some ways that upskilling can 
be beneficial for studenis. 

approach, students and parents are Gettung Job Ready 

still concermed about grades as an 
indicator of success in academic 
qualifications. But with changing required for an individual to enter a other students. Having a profession-
scenarios in the education system, 
they cannot solely rely on grades 
themselves. Therefore, to thrive in familiar with the industry standards qualiications and competence. 

the competitive environment, there and requirements which are impor 
is a need to cultivate skills that could 

ift them and create new standards 

of excellence. 

do not cover the relevant skills 

job profile. While preparing for an 
interview, the students must be 

al character can lead students to 
stand out from the crowd in terms of 

Boosting Motivation 
The academic era is full of ups 

and dowms with failures as a distin-

pskiling:A boon for students 
For students to enter a job mar 

ket or gain higher education, a new 

set of skills is required. But they do 

have some existing skills that they 
could improvise, including digital 
literacy, communication, critica they can get relevance lor the p0si-

tant for them to gain the position. 
When they follow the practice of 
upskilling and gain significant skills 
on the prior hand, the industry does 
not have to spend a lot of time train-
ing them, which also saves the cost 
of the company. Therefore the 
process is beneficial for both organi-
zations and students. If a student 
has expertise in a foreign language, 

guished part. Itis usual for students 
to get upset when they do not get 
the grades they expected. But to 
know, schools are also focusing on 
skill-based learning instead of fol-
lowing learning-based education. 
When students learn a new skill and 

constant efforts can help students to 
create better goals and make suit-able decisions for their life. 
Upskilling is the need of the hour, 
and students following in the right 
tootsteps can achieve personal as 

well as academic satisfaction and is 
beneficial for a longer period of time. 

Striklng Abllity to Lead 
When students enter any 

school or college, they bad to learn 
and work with other students on 

projects, dissertauons and practi-
cals. With appropriate research 
skills, they can have the upper hand attain certifications, it gives them a The author Arun Verma ls 

a founder & CEO Of Teacheron 
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Economic challenges 
Despite Board results throwing up a record number of students scoring more than 90 
per cent marks, the quality of education imparted by our schools, except very few, is 
pitiable. That Board results do not reflect the true picture can be gauged from the fact 
that the current year's results, when no classes were held, are better than the Board 
results of pre-pandemic times 

lotal disintegration of the 16) to 2.0, below the replacement 
rate of 2.1. However, accordin8 
to the UN Report "Population 

Prospects our populaion is in-

creasing and India will surpass 
China's population by 2023, 
reachin8 1.5 billion by 2030 and 

1.66 billion by 2050. All interna 
tional agencies have made sim-
lar projections. Obviously, we 

have to design and implementa 

better population policy. 
The key to solving the un-

employment problem ies in pro-
moting agriculture and improv 
ing rural infrastructure. Signif 
cantly, the agricultural sectoI was 

the only sector or the econOmy 

that withstood the vagaries of the 

coronavirus scourge, growing by 
3.4 per cent in FY 2020-21. Dem-
and for tractors, agricultural im-
plements, fertilisers etc. kept thhe 
cash registers of many manufac 
turing concerns ringing. At the 
time when overall exports 

declined by 7.2 per cent, exports 
OI agriculural commodides rose 
by 22.62 per cent, to RS 3.05 lakh 

crores, in FY 2020-21. 

This' should have provided 

enough reason for the Govern-
ment to shed the misplaced 
belief that big business alonne 

gOvernmental edifice in 
Sri Lanka and its near 
disintegration in Pak-

1stan, prompted by economic 
reasons, has emboldened doom 

sayers in making dire predictions 
for India, forgetting that the Indi-
an economy is far more robust 

and resilient than the economies 
of neighbouring countries and 
there is no danger of our econo 
my imploding in the foreseeable 

future. However, it is equally true 
that runaway inflation, rising 
unemployment, mounting cur 
rent account deticit etc. nave 

exacerbated the challenges fac-
ng our economy, and some deft 
management is required to keep 
the lndian economy on track. 

Poverty has r+sen to unac-

ceptable levels; eighty-one crore 
persons, that is around 60 per 
cent of our population are sur 
viving on subsidised rations pro-

vided by the Government and 
demand tor employment under 
the Mahatma Gandhi Rural Em-

ployment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) is surging Ihen, the 
economy has failed to keep pace 

with our famed demographic 
dividend, resulting in large scale 
unemployment. According to prised mostly concessional cred- gauged from the fact that the cur could lead us out of the woods. 
Centre for Monitoring the Indi- ît and loan moratoriums. Many rent years results, when no class- Yet, while announcing initiatives 
an Economy (CMIE) data India's small businesses went under es were held, are better than the like Production Linked Incen-
employment rate was only 35.8 because they could not repay the Board results of pre-pandemic tives (PLI) worth Rs 1.76 lakh 
per cent in June 2022, meaning loans taken during pandemic dimes. The rot was not unexpect crore and tax cuts of Rs 1.45 lakh 
that only 35.8 per cent of the times, which had been used to ed because til today, Govern-
working age population in India keep body and soul together. On ment schools ana hospitals, ment had only the Zero Budget 

were employed. 
Unemployment was at a with deep pockets, evergreened tury ago, are the backbone of our tive, involving no budgetary allo-

high of 7.8 per cent, with total their loans at lower rates, fired public health and education sys- cation, for agriculture. 
employment falling by 13 million workers and lowered wages, cit- tems. The Government spends 

to 390 million in June 2022. With ing exigencies of thhe 

this waste of human resources, it pandemic, earning 
1s not surprising that we as a huge profits in the 

country are far from realising our process. 
full potential. The CMIE Teport 
said: "The government shrunk the Oxdfam Interna-

the demand for armed personnel tional report,n 
and opportunities in private equ- equality Kills, the 
ity funded new-world jobs also Covid-19 pandemic 
started to shrink," concluding, had diametrically 
that the economy needs to grow opposite conse 
much Iaster to solve the employ- quences for the rich 

ment problem. 

Thirdly, rampant inflation ple, high crude pri-
above 7 per cent for the last six ces that made dom-
months has spoilt the budget of estic petrol prices 
poor households. Price rise 1s surge resulted in 
more pronounced in food prices; windfall profits for 

as an amelioratory measure the oil refiners. No wonder, during îreñighting exercises, with an eye can be hired to build much-nee 
Government is planning to pandemic times, the number of on optics; for example, when ded rural infrastructure like 
lessen the weight of food items Indian billionaires grew from 102 prices of petroleum products roads, schools, bridges, airports, 
in the Consumer Price Index to 142 and their wealth increased rise, the Government cuts exclse dams, post of+ces, hospitals and 
(CP), so that CPI does not rise as from Rs 23 lakh crore to Rs 53 duty but reimposes the same municipal buildings, waterworks, 
fast when food prices go up. lakh crore. At the same time 84 duty on food products, keeping sewers, streets, and parks. While 
Fourthly, due to costier petrol per cent households suftered a intlation unchanged. 
and higher imports of gold. the decline in their incomes, with 4.6 n fact high taxation and for relorestation and food con-
trade deficit ballooned to $70.25 crore persons falling into abject subsidies fuel a vicious cycle, trol can also help reclaim mil-
billion in the fîrst quarter of the poverty. Earlier, too, the "World where high taxes cut down eco lions ofhectares of soil from ero-

current year, from 331.42 bllion Inequality Report 2022," and the nomic activity, fuelling the need sion and devastation. 

last year. Consequently, forex homegrown PRICE Survey had for subsidies that require more Another need is a rational 
reserves are going down, with the reached a similar conclusion i.e., money from the Government, and comprehensive taxation pol-
dolar-rupee exchange rate near- the emergence or an unaccept- again leading to increased taxa- icy designed to prevent concen-
ing 80 a more than 8 per cent abje degree o poverty and in- uon. 

fall in the last one year. 
Much of the Government's 

spending is financed by borrow thcare eludes most of our citi- ment and population explosion, reducing GST, which is an indi-
ings; total debt of the Govern zens. The coronavirus pandem which are at the root ot most rect tax paid mostly by the poor, 

ment had incroased from ic mercilessly exposed the rot in problems. 

Rs 58.66 lakh crore in 2014-15 to our public health system: almost So far as population is con bringing back taxes on wealth 
Rs 139 lakh crore in 2021-22. Yet, all Government hospitals were cerned, the target-free National and inheritance. 
seemingly unaware of lurking found to be Woelully under- Populaton Policy 2000 has taken As Ha-Joon Chang, the Kore-
dangers, current public discourse staited with highiy aenclent the urgency out or the Govern an institutional economist said: 

in India is least focused on eco- intrastructure. So far as educa ment's efforts for population 
nomic issues, except for the Gov- uon Is concernea, desplte b0ara cOntol. Fopuladon Stadsucs ap- down economics does not work, 
ernment pointin8 out random resuits throwing uP a recora pear to De aEd accorang to you wil see the excessive tax cuts 

achievements to show how the number ol students scoriung more National Famuy Health Survey for the rich as what they are a 
country had progressed in the than 90 per cent marks, the qual- (NFHS)-5, the Total Ferülity Rate simple upward redistribution of 

last eight years. The much-vaunted financial scho0ls, except very Iew, 1s a woman can be expected to make all of us richer, as we were 
stimulus of Rs 20 lakh crore, piuable. That Boara results do have during ner iiletime has told. (23 Things They Don't Tell 
given during the pandemic, com- not retlect the true picture can be declined from 2.2 (NFHS-4, 2015- You about Capitalism). eha 

crore for business, the Goverm 

the other hand, big businesses established by the British a cen- Natural Farming (ZBNF) initia-

Despite all incentives offered 
only 1.28 per cent to the manufacturing sector, the 
of GDP on health- share of manutactuing in GDP 
care, and 3.1 pe has remained stagnant at l7 per 
cent on education, cent for the last hve years, and 

both allocations employment in the manutactur 
being insufficient ing sector declined sharply from 
even tor mainte-5. crore people in 2016-17 to 
nance, let alone 2.73 crore people in 2020-21. On 

improvement the other hand, with a compara-
A cOmprchenble sharc in tie GDP, ie agricul-

sive approach to- ural sector employed 14.56 crore 
wards tackling eco- people in 2016-17 which in-
nomic and social creased to 15.18 crore people in 
problems seems 2020-21. 

missing. Rather, 
the Government decent investiment in agriculture 

Seems to be eng-
aged in multiple situation. Then, the unemployed 

According to 

and poor; tor exam- EENDRA 
SAKSENA 

Drdaral eelner It is easy to conclude that 
of Income-Tax 

can transtorm the employment 

providing employment, projects 

tration ot wealth and straighten-
The Government could do ing out the glaring inequalities in 

Decent education and heal- better to 1ocus on unemploy- our society-which would entail 
equality in India. 

and promote direct taxation by 

Once you realize that trickle-

ity of education imparted by our (TFR) the number of children income, rather than a way to 
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Guru Can Show You The Straight Path To Happiness 
the arrival of Giri, who was washing 
clothes nearby. The other disciple 
asked Shankaracharya to go ahead 
with the class, as Giri wouldn't under 
stand anything in any case. Acharya 
then called Giri and graced him with 
higher knowledge, and Giri composed 
eight verses called Totakashtam, 
regarded as the highest work of jnana. 

When Arjun, a warrior and master 
of archery, hesitated to take up arms. 
Krishn said: "Who are you to refrain 

or to act. Give up the notion of 
doer-ship. You are merely a tool in thhe 

but its concept differs from person to 
person. Happiness eludes those who 
seek itfrom outside sources. It is the 

ideal disciples of Adi Shankara, was 
not knowledgeable buthumble and 
full of love towards his Master. When 

VS Krishnan 

n the midst of darkness, there is 

only one who can provide the light, 
and lead us to our destination. He 

is the Master called Guru, who helps. 

the individual to distinguish between 
matter and spirit, real and unreal, and 

truth and myth. It is the guru who 

elevates the devotee from the world of 

maya to the ultimate state of Truth. 

According to Vedictexts, the guru 

is held in high reverence, equal to 

God. He is considered a living God. He 

reveals the truth contained in the 

Vedas and scriptures in 

easily understandable. A Sanskrit 

hymn says: 'Salutations to the 
teacher-discipletradition starting 
from Sadashiv with Adi Shankara in 

themiddle and continuing up to my 
immediate teacher- Sadashiv 

Shankaracharya was passing through 
Karnataka, Giri went and prostrated 
before him, seeking his sharan, 

refuge. Acharya said, 'Through 
pure devotion and humility one 

becomes enlightened, andI 

mind that causes delusions. If one 

rises beyond the mind, he will realise 

his realnatural state and attain the 

highest state of bliss. It is precisely 

for the purpose of pointing out 

the straightpath towards 

happiness that Shiv took 
the form of Adi Shankara. 
Through his various 

commentaries, Shankara, 
the Advaita philosopher, 
said that through Jnana, 
knowledge, alone real 

bliss is achieved. There are variouus 

accept you as one of my 
disciples.' Girithen 
dedicated himself to the 
service of Adi Shankara. 
While Hasthamalaka, 

THE SPEAKING TREE another disciple, identified order of Higher Power" 
himself as the Self, Atman, Taking the role of Jagadguru, 

Krishn said that the only way byy 
which one can gain real knowledge. 
Self-knowledge, is by approaching the 
guru who has realised it himself. 

In short, it is the guru who helps the 

way Giri identified himself totally with 
his guru. Giri considered Atman and means to attain knowledge, like study 

of scriptures, introspection, or self 
inquiry, but the most effective means 

is by seeking thegrace of the guru 

For one who is humble, devoted 

and dedicated, the guru appears at the 

right time. Anandagiri, one of the 

guru as one and the same. In 

Acharya's spiritual sessions, Giri 
would only be a silent spectator; he 
would sit without participating in any devotee to know that he is nota mere 
discussion. Once, while beginninga 

spiritual session, Acharya waited for Samarambham. 
Everyone aspires for happiness, 

physica entity but a spiritual being. 
poised to reach the higher goals in life. 

To 
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Learner-centric classrooms may enhance outcomes 
Interactive learning approaches employing various methods can give a quantum jump in learning outcomes 

M experienced sitting Most adults have during the learning process. learning to suit different paces opportunities to co-create them to express their own excited, curious and motivated 
Student-centred classrooms and preferences of learning, etc. classroom rules, which helps in opinions and listen to others. We do not want students to given opportunities to make 
leverage individual student 

Also the students should be 

Apassively in class 
rooms, as the teacher delivered 
monologues. Today we know 

such experience is not optimal 
and must be replaced with 

interactive, student-centred 
lcarning environments. 

In the last few decades, 
cducators have recognized the 

mportance ol interactive learn-
ing approaches. Research has 
established that learning rarely 
happens effectively in one-way 

lectures. In interactive learning 
environments, students are 

actively erngaged. This can be 
done in a variety ofl ways, askk 
ng the students questions 
making sludents work with 
peers and in tearns; introduc-

ing hands-on experiences. 
The students arc activcly 

engaged by speaking or doing 

The positive impact of making the learning more stu- Group work and digital pollinglearn simply, because they are interest-based choices during 
uiates or deeper learning. interactive learning can be dent-centred, and teachers can tools can also be used to give being watched by a teacher or the learning process. Having a 

Student-centred learning. also enhanced further when co-create the rules or classroom students the opportunity to only for a grade on a report say in what they learn makes 
called Learnercentred Student-centred pedago8Y is agreements with their students. share their ideas at the same card. Learners should be driven learning more motivating and 

approaches, is another peda- incorporated. This can be This builds a sense of owner-
OgUCa approach, gaining done at three levels body: ship and shared responsibility lectually engaged they are more Interactive learning strategies ing habits. Student-centred 

time. When students are intel by their curiosity and passion. helps build selt-directed learn RADHIKA ZAHEDI 

importance. behavioural, sensory engage- among students. likely to retain it for longer. 
Student-centTed approach- ment mind: cognitivel intel Engaging students cogni-

es acknowledge that students lectual engagement; and heart: tively means that students are varying paces. One-size-fits-all ing can promote this. 
are unique individuals with emotional/ motivational actively thinking about what make the students rush 
diverse interests, strengths and engagement. 
prelerences for learning, while 

like collaborative learning and approaches like project-based 
Different students learn at hands-on, project-based learn- learning provides students with 

voice and choice in their pro 
Students should be given jects along with sustained 

they are learning Students through the process, which opportunities to learn with inquiry and reflection. Student 
To promote behavioural must also be intellectually leaves gaps in foundational peers, which promotes interac centred approaches can atiming that one sle does noi cngagenent, we must have a engaged in the process for knowledge. Difierentiating the iion. Bur beyond that, peer enhance one-size-fits-all inter 

lit all. Good teaching requires learning environment or strate deeper learning. 
us to know students well, and gies that enable students to stay 

pace of instruction can pro- learning, with the right class- active learning approaches to 
lnteractive strategies like mote better learning for all. room culture of course, can cre promote engagement that goes 

ne hs tnoedge ke on ask during the leurning questioning and group work Advances in technology now ate safe learning spaces in beyond compliance or partic 
Ttn mor eectve Proces. s promoted by inter can promote intellectual give us options to curate learm- which students are encour ipation. It exiends to cognitive 

This can be done by incorpo active learning strategies such engagement, The students can ing resources that can be aged to reach out to peers to engagement (mind) that intel-rang udentsnteress into asaking questions to help stu be given opportunities to acessed asynchronously, This demonstrate or clear doubts. Ii leciually stimulates and emo 
the lessons, connecting the dents stay attentive and using express their thinking, as inter 
contents to their surrounding multi-modal interactive medla active pedagogy is more pow paced learning 
contexts to make them rele to engage the senses. 
vant, while differentiating 

Can promotea great deal of self- is much less intimidating to tional engagement (heart) that 
reach out to a peer for support motivates. This higher level of 

Emotionally engaging stu- instead of always asking the engagement leads to deeper, 
enduring learning tor students. 

(The author is Directo, The 
Green Acres Academy) erful when it encourages stu 

The students can be given dents participation, nudging dents means making them teacher. 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-7),  05  AUGUST 2022

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
DECCAN HEARLD (P-6),  06 AUGUST   2022

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Sunil Kataria 
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VARIET 

Celebrating Sri Aurobindo on 150th birth anNiversary 
RENU SUD SINHA ti yoga, his work on the Bhagavad Gita, 

Upanishads, Puranas, Mahabharata, 
Ramayana, integral yoga (as his approach 
to yoga is called) and education, world 
affairs... one can approach Sri Aurobindo 
through multiple avenues. With 36 vol-
umes of work, there would be a volume 
that appeals to everyone." 

Architect Jitesh Malik agrees with him 
and the legion of other Aurobindo follow 
ers. "I discovered Sri Aurobindo in 1994 

An important figure in India's political history, philosophical traditions and 
spiritual wisdom, his teachings are still relevant 

E was the first proponent of Purna 

Hs Swarj' more than 20 years before 
the Indian National Congress' decla-

ration in 1930. Sri Aurobindo (born 
Aurobindo Ghosh on August 15, 1872) was a 
philosopher, poet, journalist, yogi, revolu-
tionary and muc 
first nationalist leaders to put forth in his 
newspaper, Bande Mataram, the idea of 
complete independence of India and devel-
oped a radical approach to achieve that goal 
that inchuded non-cooperation, passive 
resistance, use of swadeshi... years before 
these became a catchphrase in India's free 
dom movement. "And yet, he remains bru 
tally cancelled by Indiam academics, Indian 
education and Indianm mainstYeam media," 
rues Gautam Chikermane, whose soon-to 
be-released book, Reading Sri Aurobindo, 
seeks to remedy this lacuna in the 150th 
year of his birth anniversary. 

Despite being an important person in 
India's political life and philosophical and Aurobindo seriously" 
spiritual traditions, and producing some 

cutting-edge work in iterature, drama, 
poetry, analysis of world affairs, psychology, his 150th birth anniversary 
yoga and much more, he has remained 
largely undiscovered" says Delhi-based 'known' Sri Aurobindo all his life, grow 
Chikermane, an economic policy expert 

"I knew nothing about him tillI was 35 
despite driving down Aurobindo Marg ducation, Pondicherry, at eight years of written about spirituality, but that's just speare," adds Chakraborty, "practically 
daily. There is nothing about him or his 
contribution to India's freedom struggle, 
philosophical and spiritual traditions in 
our school books or curricula. I am glad 
that in his 150th birth anniversary, the embrace its cultural and spiritual heritage 
Government of India is taking Sri without being stuck to forms and ideas of be read as a yogi, philosopher, freedom you are a karam yogi or a devotee of Bhak 

more. He was one of the 

while designing a school. When I read 
about his concept of integral education, I 
realised what is missing from our normal 
education system. It does not realise our 
full mental abilities." 

Ganguli, a product of the integral educa-

tion system, endorses Malik's views. "The 
basic principal of this system is education 
of the entire being-development of com-
plete personality that includes the body, 
mind, emotions, thoughts." 

From a revolutionary to a philosopher, Sri 
Aurobindo's life is a fascinating study from 

From a revolutionary to a philosopher, Sri Aurobindo's lfe is a fascinating study from revolution to evolution. PHOTO COUTESY: SRI AUROBINDOo ASHRAM TRUST 

the past, such as our social structure or the fighter, spiritual guide. His writings have revolution to evolution. Suraj Kumar's 
caste system, that have no meaning in the often been misconstrued as difficult but it 
modern context. His vision of a universal depends on your approach to his works. As 
truth shunned any narrowness of thought astudent ofliterature, what really draws me 
or ideology" adds Ganguli, who has co- is his literary output-poems, short stories, 
authored Reading Sri Aurobindo. 

"We usually think of Sri Aurobindo that's easily comparable to Greek classics 

The Central government last year formed 
a 53-member committee to commemorate 

film, Sri Aurobindo: The Beginning of a 
Spiritual Journey, focuses on this turming 
point. Imprisoned in Presidency Jail, Ali-
pore, Calcutta, in 1908 as an undertrial in a 
blast case, the film traces Sri Aurobindo's 
jail experience and howit transformed him. 
"People hardly know about Sri Aurobindo's 

Unlike Chikermane, Devdip Ganguli has 
plays and, of course, his epic poen Savitri, 

ing up with his ideas and ideals. Joining 

the Sri Aurobindo International Centre of purely as a philosopher or saint, as he has of Homer or works of Millon or Shake-

age, he is now a faculty member there. one part of him," says Thirthankar brought up on Sri Aurobindo's ideas and captures his transformation from a revolu-
"His teachings are timeless and remain Chakraborty, an assistant professor at the his philosophy" since his kindergarten days tionary to a philosopher" 
Televant across ages. Tb move towards the 
future, he believed that India must ences, IIT-Mandi. 

School of Humanities and Social Sci- in Ashram school at Auroville, Pondichery Sri Aurobindo passed away in 1950, leav. 
Chikermane compares Sri Aurobindo's ing behind a rich legacy. His teachings 

"He is a multifaceted personality who can works to open source software. "Whether renain relevant for a troubled humanity 
in search of inner peace. 
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Philosophy with timeless relevance 
Tagore's philosophy on education marks the diference between learning' and 'education'; 

it needs to be applied to modern education where creativity is eroding fast 
M recent experi- free availability of study mate-

rials but, more importantly, 
imparted to a child in a joy-
ful manner where children 
should be beyond the rigid-
ity of stricture. Psychological 
basis of education propagates 
the process of learning to 
soothe the understanding of 
the learners. It is notjust what 
you learn but also how you 
learn. This was also Tagore's 
concern. He wanted children 
to learn within the natural 

ence while visit-
ing a renowned 

School in Kol-
kata prompts me to believe 
that the pandemic has started 
rewriting the grammar of edu-
cation. It was not so easy for 
someone like me to accept 
what many students opined 
about lone emphasis on exam-
ination-oriented learning. 
Covid has ch£nged our out-
look towards so many things. 
Education is no exception. 
Importantly, we are now con-
sidering learning and educa-
tion as the same. More than 

we need freedom from biased 

learning; from the ill-effects 
of mental bondage. Modern 
vocational excellence demands SANDIP BANERJEE 
command over subject and the 
ability to apply the concerned 
knowledge in the concerned 
professional arena. In Tagore 
we find an educator whose 
philosophy of education rested 
on creative skills which are not environment where students 

could develop their creativity 
amidst nature. In our modern 

merely bookish. The National 
Education Plan recommends 

kindergarten schools, walls inter-disciplinary studies and 
of the classrooms are deco- various co-curricular activi-
rated with the images of natu- ties. Tagore long back attached 
ral objects so that the children importance to fine arts in cur-
could co-relate their studies riculum. Much before we 

with the outer world. Tagore, realized the importance of co-
much before, took the natu- curricular activities, Tagore 

popularised dance, music and 
drama as part of academic 
content. Above all, it is time 

as medium of instruction is for us to imbibe the spirit of 
morality that Tagore voiced 
for. In this post-modern world, 
we are bafled with the riddles 

anything else, Covid has estab-
lished a virtual mode of learn-
ing whereby reading textbooks 
is gradually becoming a lost 
art. Selective studies over elec-

Rabindranath Tagore, the great humanist, conveyed the message of 
humanity in his educational philosophy 

If education 
has to do 

tronic devices is the sing-song 
of the day. Our traditional 
holistic approach towards cational system is bound to 
education seems to have got 

aside the importance of what 
Tagore opined. Without a 
sense of creativity, any edu-

another side of the story. Due 
to almost effortless availability 
of academic resource materi-

ral path instead of creating an 
image of an image. His idea 
of making mother tongue 

als from digital devices, many 
learners have developed an 
uncanny habit of not explor-
ing the details of the subjects. 
Previously, a lot of effort was 
required to decipher the mean-
ings of the contents. Individu-
als had to do it by themselves, 
mostly with the help of the 
teachers. This enabled them 

anything with 
improvement of a big jolt in the present tide 

inventiveness ot rally, a question pertaining 
the mind, then 
it has to uphold our mind. It is no surprise that 
the spirit of 
investigative 
learning. 
StrangelyY 
Tagore realised living. Yet, there are some fun-

the importance 
of such learning of those fundamentals that we of your minds. These lines in 

hundred 

produce blinded and blocked 
individuals who would neither 

also an acknowledged view 
worldwide. 

imagine nor analyse anything. 
Tagores ideas about school 
education consider school to 

of learning methods. Natu- Educators all over the 
world are highly apprehensive of immoral temptations. Only 
about the debilitating effect of proper education based on 
the digital medium as a source enlightenment of the mind can 
of learning. Their argument help us. We have moved from 

Q to EQto SQ-only to pro-
nounce the necessity of human 

of modern learners, leaning understanding in education 
and vocation. Rabindranath 
Tagore, the great human-
ist, conveyed the message of 

ment of learning skills. There humanity in his educational 
is absolutely nothing wrong in philosophy. This is indeed the 
utilising these tools. They can need of the hour - for more 
be supplements to the learning than cleverness we need kind-

ness and gentleness. To him, 
education should make us feel 
long with making us think; it 

should provide knovvledge to 
ensure its applications. Then 
only the society in itself can 
be healthier. Education sys-
tem that produces immoral 
professionals is not welcome 
at any age. Tagore stands tall 
in spreading his dictum of edu-
cation linked with social, eco-
nomic and spiritual domain of 
life so that we not just learn, 
but also educate ourselves. 

to the relevance of great edu-
cators like Tagore springs in be an integral part of society 

change is the only constant. 
Similarly, if we adhere to Bob 
Dylan's words, "the times are 
changing then there is a con-
siderable difference between 

where there would not just be 
rote-learning. Students should 
be encouraged to unfold the 
wings of their thoughts, based 
on individuality and original-
ity. In his famous poem Sonnet 
to the pupils of the Hindu Col-
lege Derozio writes, "Expand-
ing the petals of young flowers 

derives strength when we see 

how a substantial percentage 
to have a deep insight into the 
subject matter. If education has 
to do anything with improve-
ment of inventiveness of the 

heavily on Facebook and You-
Tube for academic purpose, 
are left without accomplish-Tagore's time and our present 

mind, then it has to uphold the 
spirit of investigative learning. 
Strangely, Tagore realised the 
importance of such learning a 
hundred years back. 

There is a very popular 
concept which is followed 
in many schools today. It is 
the concept known as Happy 
Schools' which fosters a kind 

damentals of education which 
are time-tested. It is in the light I watch the gentle opening 

should evaluate Tagores ideas one way highlight the impact 
on education in the context 

process. However, over-depen-
dence on these applications 
can be equally harmful. Not 
only is one gradually syn-
chronised towards suggestive 
reading, one also finds his cre-
ativity and free imagination, so 
vital to innovation, stunted. 
Tagore had an answer to these 
maladies. He defined educa-

years back 
of education to open the cor-
ridor of human thoughts. This of modernity. While doing so, 

let us also explore whether the is what Tagore wanted wherein 
recent trends of change are 
essentially beneficial or not; the intellectual energies and 
whether they really serve the 
cause of education or whether research and development 
they are mere ejaculations of a are certain to improve. Today 
sudden psycho-social reaction 
that seeks easier but incom-
plete modes of learning. 

Rabindranath 
believed that the educational 

he sought education to loosen 

of willing pleasure in the 
child's mind to learn his sub-

powers. By such education, 

ject. Classrooms are painted 
with colorful pictures; books 
are designed 
tic touch. All these intend to 
make the child happy. Tagore 
was not unaware of it. He 
understood the child psyche of Western education; our own 
much before the term got a 
popular connotation. He felt 
that education should be Modern education boasts of 

when we have developed our 
means of learning, we should 
direct the path of learning to 
attain the end of new discov-
eries. Education in the mod-

an artis- tion as being one with life to 
give us real freedom. Free-
dom of thought and expres-
sion are essential components 

Tagore 
process should be one of self- ern context has become largely 
discovery and free creation. informative. Access to infor-
Now even after 80 years of mation has become abun-
his death we cannot brush dantly easy. However, there is 

cultural legacy spoke about it 
even before the Western world. 

The writer is an 
educator from Kolkata. 
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CUET Defective 
Students are oweda proper audit of NTA glitches. 

What happened this time mustn't be repeated 
esterday NTA said the CUET exam will now go on till August 

28. For t0o many Class XII students, this year feelslike anever-
ending nightmare of exam dates. In CUET's second phase, 

majortechnical glitches have been the main culprit. There have been 
server issues, snags in downloading papers and security protocol 
failures, and late on Friday NTA cancelled exams at around 10% of 
the centres. It attributed this to "administrative/logistics/technical" 
reasons. But its own under-preparation is the main woriry point. 

Unlike, say JEE-Main that has only two papers, 
CUET tests 54,000 unique subject combinations. 
Naturally the latter demands a more complexIT 
architecture and sturdier infra. The question 
now is whether centres that got delisted in the 
middle of the exam cycle - setting up affectedd 

students for fresh rounds of uncertainty -

should have been deemed fit in the first place. 
NTA should invest in system upgrades at, say 
the Kendriya Vidyalaya network. This will also 

have widerpositive multipliers. There are plans to hold CUET twice 
from thenext academic year. The spillover effects of its glitches and 
delays on the entire higher education cycle will be even worse, 
unless an earnest audit of what went wrong this time is done. 

Y 

CBSE CUET 

Education ministry must ensure accountability atNTA. 
What's worse for students is that they get their admit cards 

really close to exam dates, often leaving them scrambling to make 
difficult travel arrangements. The toll of this security precaution 
has proved very high. So, alternatives must be found. Put students' 
peace of mind first. og 
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Ranking of institutions for innovation 
for devising the roadmap and 

monitoring the progress. 

After completion of registration 

Dr Sadiq Hussain 4 for technical HEls and 8 for non-
technical HEls. In the same way, 

courses. Intellectual property (P) 
generation, technology transfer 
and commercialisation is awarded 

14 marks. Six marks are assigned 
for innovations in governance of 

the institution. Altogether 100 

marks are allotted for the seven 

parameters. The methodology de-

vised to compute ARIIA metrics 
takes into account all prime indi-
cators applied globally to rank ed- tutions of India are eligible to par-

ucational institutions for innova-
tion. Moreover, ARIIA considers 

India-specific parameters as well 

by measuring the status of the in-
stitutions as well as their current 

for the Teaching and learning: aC 

ademic programmes related to in-
novation& entrepreneurship and 

IPR offered by the HET parame-

ter, the technical HEI is allocated 

6 marks whereas for the non-tech-

sustainable innovation ecosystem 
is the need of the hour to improve 
the ranking of India. The youths of 
the country, especially the stu-
dents in higher educational insti-
tutions (HEI) need hourishment 

to play a vital role to turn India 

into a global innovation hub. So, 
HEls needa comprehensive road-

map to convert research' into in-

novation. The ecosystem will nur-

ture, encourage and inspire th�, 

young minds by exposing them to' 

novel ideas and processes engag-

ing 'these students in innovative 

activities in their study years. 
The Atal Ranking of Institutions 

on Innovation Achievements (AR-
IA) is an initiative of the Ministry 

of Education (MoE), Govt of India 

to systematically rank all HEls and 

universities in India on indicators 

related to "Innovation and Entre-

nnovation' is the buzzword 
in the ARIIA portal that has inspired the young 

minds across the globe in 
the 21st century. The con-

version of ideas into novel or en-

(www.ariia.gov.in), the HEI needs 

to complete the pre-qualifier sec-

tion before getting into data sub-

mission in the.data submission por 
tal section. The detailed format for 

both data collection and guidelines 
for data submission procedure is 
made available in the login page 
for download. 

hanced services, processes or 
nical HEI it is 10 marks. All rec-

product may be dubbed as inno-
vation in simple terms. The sci-

entific knówledge is transformed 
into services and products and 
hence innovation makes contribu-

ognised higher educational insti-

ticipate in the ARIIA rankings. 
If one goes deeper into these pa-

rameters, they will find some sub-
heads. Ifyou explore the 'Intellectu-
al Property (IP), Generation and 

Data submission for ARIIA 2022 
started on June 17 and will close on 

August 31 and registration for it will 
be closed on August 31. The result 

of ARIIA 2021 was announced on 

tions in social development and 

economiC growth. According to 

Marc Chason of Motorola Labs, 
"The actions required to create 

new ideas, proceses or prpducts 

which when implemented lead to 

positive effective change. While in-

vention requires the creation of 

new ideas, processes or products, 

innovation moves one step further 

and requires implementation of 

the inventive act. Innovation also 

identify the required data to meas-

ure the performance score under 

each parameter to ensure trans-

scenario. An attempt is made to Commercialisation' parameter, you 
will find six sub-heads: 1) number of 
research papers published (student/ 
faculty) with keywords innovatjon 

preneurship Development" 

among teachers and students. Sev-

en parameters are set with cer-

tain weightage for assessment of 

start-up ecosystem and innovation 

in HEls. Twenty marks each are 

allocated to three categories: 1) 
awareness activities for promot-

ing idea generation and innovation; 

2) budget, expenses to support and 

revenue generated and 3) promo-

tion and supporting entrepreneur-

ship development. Ten marks each 

are allocated to two categories: 1) 
infrastructure and facilities to sup-

port start-ups and innovations and 

2)innovative learning methods and 

focus is to gather easily verifiable 
data that can be provided by the 

institutions easily or to obtain it. 

easily from third party sources. 

ARIIA classifies the participat-

ing institutions under two classes 

i.e. non-technical HEI and techni-

cal HEI. Each class is categorised 
under two broad categories - pri-

vately/self-financed institutions 

and publicly funded institutions. 

Additionally, special category for 

HEI exclusively for women's ed-

ucation is part of the ranking. 
There is a difference between 

parency in the ranking system. The and entrepreneurship in Scopus, 2) 
number of copyrights/designs ap-

plied, 3) number of patents filed and 
published, 4) number of patents 
granted, 5) number of patents held 

by pre-incubated innovations/incu-
bated start-ups and 6) number of IPs 
commercialised/technology trans-
ferred during that particular period. 

The chief patron of the ÄRIIA 
team is Dharmendra Pradhan, 
Minister, MoE. Patrons include 

Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Minister 
of State, MoE; Annapurna Devi, 
Minister of State, MoE; Dr Sub-

has Sarkar, Minister of State, 
MoE; K Sanjay Murthy, Secretary 
(HE), MoE and Prof Anil D Sa-
hasrabudhe, Chairman, AICTE. 
There are also the ARIIA Frame-
work Development Committee 
and ARIIA Implementation Teamn 

December 29, 2021. Punjab Uni-

versity topped the ranking in the 

University & Deemed to be Uni-
versity (Govt & Govt Aided) (Tech-

nical) category. Dibrugarh Univer-

Sity registered its place in Band-

Promising in the same category.It 
is worth mentioning that 19 patents 

were granted to innovators of Di-

brugarh University (2021-2022). 
High quality entrepreneurship, 

innovation and research are en-

couraged by the ARIIA ranking to 

boost ecosystem and re-orient the 

mindset of faculties and students. 

implies a value system which 

seeks to derive a positive outcome 

from the inventive act. For exam-

ple, actions which lead to a nega-

tive performance metric would 
not be considered innovative, 
even if they met the requirements 

of novelty and enabling actions. 

To unleash the creative potential 

of every Indian, the Prime Minis-

ter of India had declared the dec-

ade 2010-20 as the 'Decade of In-

novation'. India has been on a ris-

Quality of innovations is empha-
sised by ARIIA rather than quan-

tity of innovations. It will also have 

to take a close look at the impact 

generated by these innovations in-

ternationally and nationally. ARI-

IA will lead the HEls to be global-

ly ready for competition and in the 

forefront of innovation. RT}\°/% 

weightage allocation for non-tech-

nical HEI and technical HEI class-

ing trajectory over the past sev-

eral years in the Global Innova-

tion Index (GID, going up fromn a 

rank of 81 in 2015 to 46 in 2021.A 

es. The marks allocated for the 

Developing an innovative and en-

trepreneurial mindset through a 

series of activities' parameter are 
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Innovation and entrepreneurship-need of the hour 
Dr Bhupati Kumar Das Now the world wants to isolate 

China diplomatically, militarily and 
more importantly, economically. Ifwe 

want to hit them where it hurts most, 
we have to necessarily be innovative, 
finding new ways to do things to beat 
the Chinese in their own game. For 
that, we need to change our mindset. 
During Covid-19 when Wuhan was 
locked down, the Chinese goverm-
ment told the home-confined people 
to be at home and concentrate on in-
novations. Result, a number of inno-
vations came out, one of which is a 
kind of spectacles. Ifone wears them, 
one can survey a large number of peo-
ple within a given area and detect who 
among them are Covid-19 positive. 
Imagine its utility for police angd other 
authorities at airports, railway stations, 
sporting grounds, large political/ reli 

gious congregations. 
Instead, here our motto is, stayy 

home and stay safe. We need to 

Instagram and Facebook. 
The key ingredient for innd 

and entrepreneurship is the ability to 
do out of-bOox, lateral thinking. One 
must find multiple new ideas looking sion, vision, risk muscle, courage 
at the same object Ifone asks what is of conviction and heart 1Q i.e. EQ 
1+1and the answer is always 2, then 

computer would never have been in-
ventec1+l.can be 2 and can also be 
O depending on the system one 
adopts. So, one must think multi-track. 
Innovation is the creation, develop-
ment and implementation of a new 

product, process or service, with the 
aim ofimproving efficiency, effective-
ness or competitive advantage. An en-
trepreneur is essentially an innova-
tor and a creator dealing with new 

ideas, goods, services and busirtesses 
or procedures. 

Innovation can happen at various 
levels: A) At product level - like 

quartz watch in place of mechanical 
watch by Titan followed by innova-
tive designs. It revolutionised the 
watch industry. B) At marketing/cam-
paign level-like Just do it' by Nike: 
Message is not only athletes but an-
yone can challenge oneself to break 
new barriers in running. Decoy mar 
keting is another example. C) At 
business model level - like Airbnb/ 

OYO or Ola/Uber. Without having 
any asset, they became market lead-
ers in their service industry. 

Seven essential qualities that an 
innovative entrepreneur should, too 

my mind, possess are: creative 
mindset, selí-empowerment, pas-

et the proposition be told 

straightaway: there is 
now no option but to be 

innovative and entrepre-
neunal in today's post-Covid-19, 
recession-threatened environ-
ment. This is because the exponen-
tial and quantum rise of use of tech-

nology in our lives has left no other 

way. People may have seen the vid-
eo of the press meet of Sophia, the 
first robot-citizen of the world 
granted by Saudi Arabia. 

She looked so real. Equally, the 

problem hat humans are going to 

face in terms of idle time and bore 
dom is real as robots would replace 
humans in doing all their regular 
work at home and at office effcient-

Innovation goes to complete the 
cycle, imagination - creativity -in-

novation, which would best be tak-
en advantage of by the new-age en-

trepreneurs. This is the connect. 

Can everyone be creative'is the 
question which promptly pops up in 
anyone's mind. The answer isa re-
sounding yes. Research reveals that 
people are naturally creative but as 
they grow, they learn to be uncrea-
tive. Every child is born creative. The 

present stimulus-response (ques-
tion-answer) education system and 
rat-racing parental attitude are large-

ly responsible for their losing crea-

tivity One needs to change all this to 

survive in an uncertain future. The 

Now is the opportune time for 

entrepreneurs having innovative 
ideas to initiate start-ups. Funding 
and hand holding won't be a prob-
lem. Govt policy is in place. Vari-
ous organisations are ready to fi-
nance. Even in Assam, NRL has set 
up a separate fund to finance start 
ups, Oil India Limited had earlier 
announced a fund of Rs 25 crore for 

y, So, to prevent the idle mind from 

falling into the trap of devil's work-

shop. people would either need to 

go into a monk mode or get into 

creative mode leading to innovation 

and entrepreneurship. As Daniel 

Pink argued in his bookA whole new 

mind, why right brainers will rule 

ihe futurc, we are going to live in 

hc age of creativity. So, one has no 

option but to fall back on one's cre-

ativity (generate it if required) to 

Lackle boredom of no work which 

follow-up question that arises is, 'can 

Creativity be cultivated, täught or 

learned'. Fortunately, the answer is 

yes again, particularly for gechnical 
creativity which leads to innovation. change our attitude to aggressively 
It's there in everyone. If one has ever 

used a pen as a weapon, a potato as a 

radio antenna, dried leaves as toilet neurial revolution has already start-

paper or telephone book as a boost 
er seat, then one is innovative. 

So, that instinct needs to be re-

this purpose. The Govt of Assam 
has set up Assam Start Up Mission 
mentored by IM, Calcutta to en-

courage local entrepreneurs. Any 
prospective entrepreneur can ap-
proach them for funds and guidance 
to set up a start-up. Govt of India 
also throughits start-up policy aims 
to empower start-ups' to groW 

through innovation and design with 
a fund pool of Rs 10,000 crore. To 

opationalise the policy, Govern-
ment of India announced the Start-

pursue innovations at every oppor 
tunity. Fortunately, the entrepre-

ed. For example, Indian start-up 

Chingari app replaced Ticktock tak-

ing advantage of Govt's ban of 59 

voked. Anyone can be trained to Chinese apps. When it was launched 

cultivate creativity, the only re-there were 6 lakh downloads every 

hour, 11 million downloads in two 

days, a rate never achieved even by 

up India Action Plan that addresses 

all aspects of the start-up ecosys-
Lem It is imperative that we en-

courage young entrepreneurs to 

push innovations through start-ups 
which is the need of the hour. 

AT/WG 
quirement is change of attitude 

and mindset. 
the robouic cra is heralding in. 
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INPERSPECTIVE 

Arevolution needed 

tomake education 

work foryoung 
driving young Indians to take 

such drastic steps. Tradition-
ally, Indian education and its 

policies have always focused 

on degrees, marks and ranks. 

merelya part of the Study well, complete your de 
gree with a distinction, build 

a great career and success tol-
lows. This has been the domi-

Life skills must 
form the fabric of 
the system, not 

curriculum 

natnarrative for the better part 
of the last seven decades. 

However, in this journey to 

SUCHETHA BHAT 

ne might surmise that 

Indian education in the success, the social and emo-

last seven decades has tional well-being of our young 
evolved significantly, especial has been ignored for ar too 
ly considering the literacyrate, long. The Indian education 
which increased from a paltry systemaswe knowit, currently, 
18% in 195l to 77.7% in 2022. is not preparing young people 
Since Indian independence, to face uncertainties and the 

successive governments have demands of the 2lst century. 

worked to ensure that educa- With the National Education 

tion is for everyone, and not Policy (NEP) 2020 promis-
just the elite. 

In 1968, the Indian govern- empower young people for 
ment wanted to Streamine a promising future -- and in-

education. The recommenda cluding life skills as a part of the 

tions of the Kothari Commis- curriculum- Social Emotion 

sion, which was the first com- alLearning (SEL) has come to 

mission with comprehensive light, although dimly. Ifsuccess 
reference on education, in- continues to be equated with 

cluded universal primary edu- power, money and status, ou 
cation, three-language tormu- youngwill continue to be on the 

la and introduction ofregional losing side. 
languages in higher education, 

development of agricultural independence, we are at a 
and industrial education. In opportune moment to trans 
1986, education as we know form education and change 
today came into play, when the course of young peoples 
the National Policy on Educa- lives. There is an urgent need 
tion was formalised to ensure for policy makers to look at 
universalisation of primary education as a means for a 
education, vocationalisation of holistic and happy life for Our 

secondary education and spe- young people. Life skills can-
cialisation ofhigher education. notjust be apart of curriculum 

National Council of Educa- where an houris set aside forit, 
tional Research and Training it needs to be ingrained in the 
(NCERT) at national level very fabric of our education. 
and State Council of Educa-

ing to bridge the skillgap and 

As we celebrate 75 years of 

The focusneedsto shiftfrom 
tional Research and Training marks to equipping young 
(SCERT) at state level were people with relevant life skills 
established to maintain the tohelp them navigate througn 
standard of education. In1953, life and thrive. There is a need 
UGC was instituted to deter- forall stakeholders in the edu-
minethe standard of higher ed- cationalecosystem to acknowl-

uCaion. The lastseven decades edgenow more than ever, that 
have seengreater emphasis on the'one size fits all approach 
education and a diverse set of nolongerworks. 
policies have come into play to0 

ensure quality education. For relevant,, Student-led, parent 
instance, in 1995, the mid-day engaged and teacher empow 
meal scheme was introduced ered. Education systems need 
to check dropout rates in to be led from a space of equi 

government schools. Empha- ty, inclusivity and dignity. One 
sising on technical education waytodothisis to unlearn what 

resulted n setting up of is, hasnotserved us, what has not 
NITs and IMs. While it is no served young people and ask 
surprise that women contin- honest questions on how we 
ue to be in the lower range of needtochange the waysuccesSs literacy rate, many states have has been popularly defined im 
different policies to encourage oureducation.Cansuccess alsO 

education among grls includ- mean young people taking re 
ing free education. 

However, what is the pur- communities? Can success 
pose of the Indian education mean young people who are 

system and how is it helping happy with their ite choices 

young Indians Whilethere has Can success mean young peo 
been progressin the education ple overcoming everyday ad 

ecosystem, are we preparing versities and being resilient to 
the young for the future? 

According to the Nation- Stakeholders in the educau0n 
al Crime Records Bureau ecosystemneed to create space 

(NCRB), student deaths spiked for young people to thrive and 
toanewhighofl12,526in 2020. rewrite the narratives of what 
While this number isalarming, success means to them. 
and the aftermath of the Covid (The writer is CE0, Dream 

9 pandemic can be blamed for 
it, we need to look beyond the empoweringyoungpeoplejrom 
numbers, to arrive at what is vulnerable backgrounas 

Learning needs to be made 

Sponsibility for their lives and 

face life's many uncertainttes? 

Dream, a not-for-profirjor 
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On the aggressive promotion of Sanskrit 

Hidden agenda 
G.N. DEVY 

ne of the many micro so-

cial engineering iniia-
tives floated and enacted 

500 qTO PANINI upon by the champions 
of the Hindu rashtra Is to 

bring the Sanskrit language back înto 
circulation. One often hears them say 
that if Hebrew could be brought back 
to life by Jews, why cannot Sanskrit be 
revived by Hindus? The Hebrew revival 

pioneer, Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, who led 
the movement towards the end of the 
19th century, is their inspiration. The 
point missed by them is that the Hebrew 
revival movement emerged as areaction 

to widespread anti-semitism in Europe. 
Hebrew had run its course in history 
and had been long forgotten when the at-
tempts to reviveit began. Sanskrit, along 
with Greek, Latin, Arabic, Tamil and He-
brew, is one of the languages with great 
longevity. These languages emerged 
in the ancient world around the same 
time. Arabic, Greek and Tamil contin-
ue to survive, while Latin and Sanskrit 
declined and branched off into numer living language- had a glorious past 
ous modern languages. The desire to Sanskrit managed to survive because own languages. By the sixteenth centi 
regain one's punya bhumi'- the land of its linguistic ability to generate com-
of theological tradition- had some jus- pound words for forming new words. 
tifñcation in the case of the Jews as they It had an unusual ease with the use of created by Gods, was Marathi created 

wandered in exile. 
period. That was not the case with Lat- synonyms and antonyms. In Sanskrit, in the entire area where Sanskrit bad 
in-speakers. Hence, there has not been a ust the addition of a simple phoneme, previously dominated the theological 
similar craving for the revival of Latin. a or na' or "un', allows one to produce cultural and political domains of lite 
The Latin world, after the decline of the antonyms and, therefore, a large range Sanskrit enjoyed glory til about the 
Latin language, witnessed the blossom- of semantic tokens. It was the gener- eleventh century. Later, it got replaced 

ing of modern European languages and ative power of Sanskrit that was itsby moderm languages such as Assamiya 
led the rest of the world through science strength, making it a durable language Bangla, Marathi, Gujarati, Kashmiri, 

and enterprise. Pointing to the case of with an ease of geographical spread. Odiva and Nepali and the eariy forms ot 

Hebrew revival and making it the guid- However, the spread was not entirely Hindi.. 
ing star for cultural and educational pol- because of its linguistic structure. The 
icies of India amount to misreading its turning point in ancient history was Latin and Greek, has been a great lan 
historica context and heading towards the use of copper, the conttrol of horses, guage. One has good reasons for being | 

obscurantism. 

NDIA 
2004 

Aaaaaaaana 
knew Sanskrit but chose to write in their 

ry, the Marathi poet, Eknath, questioned 
in defiance of Sanskrit, "f Sanskrit was 

a long historical suffixes or affixes to produce a string of by thieves?" This had been happening 

There is no doubt that Sanskrit, like 

and the use of wheel-run wagons that proud about the Sanskrit heritage. But 

Several untenable claims are made allowed ancient Eurasian steppe people excess of pride can degenerate into 'un-

in favour of Sanskrit by the votaries to move out towards the south and the reason', particularly if one overlooks 

of Hindu rashtra. One of these is that west. In the process, what is described that in the past a larger section of socie-

Sanskrit has all the knowledge that as the Proto-Indo-European' branched tyin India was deprived of education as 

anticipates modern scientific devel- înto Indo-European, Indo-lranian and Sanskrit became a varna attribute. 

opments, a claim that hardly stands Indic. Indic was subsequently named history of inequaity and deprivation too 

SCrutiny notwithstanding the intellec- Sanskrit. Its eariest form was relat- is a part of that inheritance. The kind 

tual achievements of that language. A ed to the language of the Avesta. One of sociology that created a stranglehold 

language remains relevant if people notices that at least 380 words- such over knowledge was not an essential 

do their labour, their commerce, their as Indra, Mitra, Varuna, homa,-used feature of Indian soCiety prior to the ad-

intellectual transactions and social ex- n the Avesta are foumd in the Rig veda. vent of the Sanskrit language. Owing 

changes using it. The census of 2011 The spread ol ancient languages resull- to the ideas of polution that sprung up 

shows that there were about 24,000+ ed rom the material changes taking in Sanskit shastra-texts, India's ability 

Sanskrit- speakers in ndia among the place in the world durng the second mi- to produce useful kmowledge suffered a 

121 crore processed for the census. Since 

the 2021 census has been delayed, it is earliest torm of kingshp was emerging Ciated With labour, crafts and skills were 

impossible to kmow if the proportion of in western and soulh Asia. 

at 

lennium BCE. It was the time when the deep wound. Sections of the society asso-

denied their due place in knowledge 
The languages that were spoken in ransachons andd started getting treated 

Sanskrit-speakers has shot up dramati-
cally. An anonymous, widely-circulating ndiaprior to the arrival ot Sanskrit con- as subhuman. As a result, the Sanskrit 

sOcial media appeal, translated into sev-
eral languages, asked people to "claim teraction emerged new torms Orra Sessed with emphasis on knowledge off 
Sanskrit as one's mother tongue by all as well as the Apabramsa vareues ne the past and devoted a disproportionate 

Hindus lest public funding is claim 
by foreign languages (read, Persian and of the second mlennu Te-processing already existing knowl 
Arabic). Yet, one needs no census to Sanskrit declined, making way 1or the edge stock, Combined ud W 
know that the proportion of the persons modern naan, lau egree of false pride, the interest in the 

who can use Sanskrit competently is century, we nonce that the wrlrers using past generatex 

negligible in the Indian population. 
There is no doubt that Sanskrit - ing in bilingualism. Rajashekhar of the 

an ancient language - and Tamil- a ninth/tenth century wrote his tarcical which our e laea of equality on 

stantly interacted with it. Out of the in- knowledge stock started becoming ob- a 

interaction continued till the Dennng amount of intellectual energy towards 

certain 

"unreason. This obscurantism can al-Sanskrit had conscCiOusly started engag 
together 

tenth century wrote ns larCIcal which our Constitution and democracy 
plays in an early form Or nerasntn are founded. It is necessary to know that 
Prakrit, while his other works were com-

posed in Sanskrit. Prom the eleventh not nrim romotion of Sanskrit i 

G.N. Devy is Chair, The People's 

Linguistic Survey of India 
century 
posed onward, India had writers who social engineering 

nguistic 
one. TYA/1o 

project but a 
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TEST TRAUMAA 
olding examinations is turning out to 

be a stern test for the National Testing 
Agency.The second phase of the Common 

University Entrance Test faced a major technical 
snag when the NTA failed to upload question pa-
pers on time, forcing more than 50,000 candidates 
across 41 centres in 29 cities to return home with-

H 

out sitting for the examination. There were other 
logistical slips as well. Many candidates found 
out that their examination had been rescheduled 
only after reaching the centre; question papers 
could not always be accessed; some examinees 
could not complete their answer scripts because 
of server trouble. Incidentally, this is not the first 
time that the computer-based entrance test has 
been marred by technical glitches. This has, nat-
urally, raised doubts regarding the competence of 
the NTA. The bungling is unpardonable because 
the body has had the experience of conducting 
the Joint Entrance Examination-Main, National 
Eligibility cum Entrance Test and the National 
Eligibility Test before. Worse, an adequate expla-
nation for these lapses continues to be elusive. 
The testing agency had initially attributed the 
problems to the non-compliance of protocol by ex-
amination centres. However, soon after, the chair-
man of the University Grants Commission, M 
Jagadesh Kumar, alleged that there are indica-
tions of 'sabotage'. 

The NTAhas announced that the retests will be 
held between August 24 to 28. However, this can-
not count as relief. These glitches have undoubt 
edly heightened the emotional stress and anxiety of students-one student reportedly has had to 
prepare for the CUET for the fourth time this year. 
The NTA must admit that complacency may have 
led to under-preparedness, which, in turn, caused 
disruptions. Unlike entrance tests for specialised 
courses, CUET tests 54,000 unique subject comn-
binations. This requires a complex but sturdy IT 
and administrative infrastructure that evidently needs to be bolstered. This is particularly worry-
ing given the pronounced push towards the digi-tal in the sphere of education. The spillover effect 
-delays in the higher education cycle -
acutely felt by the student community. Ironically, the students appearing for the CUET were also the 
ones who had faced disruptions during the Class X and XII exams. The NTA and the education ministry must unearth the reasons behind these persistent challenges. Otherwise, it will only erode public trust inthe scaffolding that bears the weight of education. TO/v/o 

will be 
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Impart knowledge 
BKP SINHA 

With holistic education 
Re-organisation of teachers' training is a must for the success of 
National Education Policy 2020 

relson Mandela has rightly said 

N that "education is th� most pow 
erful weapon we can use to 
change the world. It is a stairway 

to the growth and development of 
humankind. The right to education must 
be universal'so that everyone can pursue 

prospects of a better future. However, the 
right to education is not only the right to 
access education. It's also about receiving 
a quality education. 

Quality education is of paramount, 
importance in todays complex and fast-

changing environment. It fosters the knowl-

edge, skills and values required to create a 

fairer and more sustainable world. 

According to Education International and 
the Association for Supervision anda 
Curriculum Development, quality educa-
tion "is one that focuses on the childs over 

all development social, emotional, men-
tal, physical and cognitive, regardless of gen-
der, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status or 

geographic location'. Its goal is to prepare 
students for the challenges they are likely 
to face later in their lives 

Wenow realize that education alone will 
not lead to a sustainable future, therefore, 
learning about sustainable development 
(SD) is necessary. Target 4.7 in the 2030 

Agenda for SD emphasizes the importance 

of transformative education that promotes 
global citizenship, sustainable develop-
ment, human rights, gender equality, peace 
and cultural diversity. 

The Brundtdand Report coined the term 

"Sustainable Development and defined it 
as 'development that meets the needs of the MAKERS WHICH! other key issues, including wasteful interdependence, diverse under- works, political will, financial assis-

present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their needs. 

It is a holistic approach and is often 

depicted as three overlapping circles: eco 
logical, social and economic. It demon- INDIA'S GLOBAL 
strates the interplay of all parts of life and 

the need for their equal consideration to 

find lasting prosperity. But we generally ALSO MAKE THE 
have a unidirectional approach towards sus-

tainability based on our predisposition, for 

example from an ecological, economic or SYSTEM AT PAR 
social viewpoint, which often results in 

trade-offs. The interconnected nature of the chal-
lenges the world faces today cannot be 

understood in isolation. For instance, 

every year, climate change like extreme 
weather events and rising sea levels force 

millions f people to flee their homes. This 

results in climate refugees and a rise in 

poverty. As climate change and poverty are 

inextricably linked, one cannot be solved 

without addressing the other. 

To comprehend basic principles of ecol-

Ogy, one must think holistically about rela 
tionships, connectedness and context to 

realize the intricate interdependence and 
often unpredictable dynamics of ecologi 

cal, social, and economic systems. This shift 

of focus from analytical thinking (parts) to 

contextual thinking (whole) is a prerequ 
site for building a more resilient world, 
ensuring systemic decision and policy 

SUCCESSFUL making. It is regarded as a critical together, hence,it advocates the use nerships, providing teacher train 
IMPL EMENTATI ability in education, as it enables stu- of collaborative learning at all stages ing, creating local learning oppor 

dents to untangle and work within ofeducation. In collaborative learn tunities, and implementing inno-

ON OF NEP 2020 the complexities of life on Earth. ing students in small groups work vative pedagogies. 

Teaching ESD requires knowl-Integration of edu�ation for together on a common goal to seek 

LAnutLTsustainable development (ESD) into understanding and solutions. It edge of several disciplines that i5 
DEPENDS teaching and learning can help in fulfills the primary purpose ofedu- generally beyond teachers erpertise 

ON THE GOOD ereaizauon orquanyeaucadon, cation-nurturing responsible cit- Therefore, re-organisation of teacher 
ON THE GUOD which is critical to fulfilling many izens who can work together to education is crucial to re-organis 

SPIRIT AND of the sustainable development solve complex ecological, social ing the study environment. It also 
entails research and development to 

Thus, working on collaborative identity best practices of pedagogy. 
ities, achieving gender equality and learning projects at an early age can Reforms of this magnitude, howev 

improving agricultural productivi- boost confidence and help in devel- er, will not be possible without effec-

THE POLICY ty Ît is also essential for addressing oping critical thinking. positive tive policies, operational rame 

goals (SDGs) such as breaking the and economic issues. 

RIGHT cycle of poverty, reducing inequal 
INTENTIONS OF 

consumption, biodiversity conser standing along with various other tance and stakeholders' cooperation. 
National Education Policy 2020 

change, energy, freshwater, health, decision-making, communication, is the first education policy of the 

sanitation and waste management. trust-building, contlict manage- 21st century, which aims to align the 

ESD is an interdisciplinary field ment and a sense of ownership. education system with SDGs and 

Educational institutions also make educaion holistic, inclusive, 

wAd DOT tiple disciplines to uFderstand how need to partner with multiple multidisciplinary, leaarner-centric, 
natural and man-made processes stakeholders and various other inquiry-driven and experiential 

interact with each other and ulti- sectors such as economics, environ- which can transform India into a 

EDUCAIION mately affect the various biomes on ment, etc., to take up co-learning. vibrant knowledge-based society 
the planet. Its goal is to discover It will facilitate students to engage and global knowledge superpower. 

Our collective responsibility to 

WILL NOT ONLY vation, natural resource use, dlimate social skils such as leadership. 

DIVERSIFY 

that integrates concepts from mul-

novel and sustainable ways of living with real-life issues and gain the 

and managing natural resources to practical knowledge and skills improve the quality of education is 

protect vital ecological systeis and needed to build long-term sustain- essential tor achieving the ambitions 
of 'Agenda 2030' and ensuring con-

Conventionally, ESD has been tinuity in the qualiny of human life. 
Adoptinga wide range of par- Considered a separate componentGovernments, teachers, education-

ticipatory methodologies in educa- within the educational systems. al institutions and stakeholders 
tion, such as problem-based and However, over the past few years, have a vanguard role to play, along 

project-based learning are essential it has been argued that it should be with parents and students them-

to change the behaviours and equip integrated into mainstream disci selves. However, we stand now 

the current and future generations plines at all levels, Settings, and where two roads diverge. But unlike 

with the knowledge and skills they types (intormal, formal, non-tor- the roads in Robert Frost's familiar 
need to shape a sustainable huture. mal) of education. This requires a poem, they are not equally fair. The 
These methodologies will allow systemic change in all kinds of road we have long been traveling is 
them to develop problem-solving, textbooks, including science, math, deceptively easy, a smooth super-
interdisciplinary and systemic social sciences, humanities, etc. It highway on which we progress 

thinking skils, which will help also requires significant reforms in ith greal speced., but at its end lies them learn how to think' rather the educational system, including8 disaster. The other fork of the road 
than what to think' within the con- strengthening curricula, cogni- the one less traveled by -offers the 

tive and non-cognitive elements, last and our only chance to reach a 

Our sustainable future requires transforming learning environ destination that assures the preser 

WITH THE BEST 
IN THE WORLD enhance long-term prospects for able solutions. 

human prosperity 

text of sustainability. 
(The author is a retired 

IFS offlicer.) 
societies and countries to work ments, establishing diverse part vatiorn ot the earth. Pro 
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The Capital Question 
Erntrepreneurship is booming Sustaining this requires massive R&D investment and more women in busrtesd 

and our vaccine manufacturing capabili-

ties, but India remains scientifically 

irrelevant across many domains. Life 

Sciences is an area where the world has 

moved swiftly ahead akin to, and even 

eclipsing, the progress in computation 

some decades ago. Tb beable to contribute 

to theglobal scientific dialogue, increased 

investment is needed across the domains. 

Why is pure science important to 

entrepreneurship? 
Without a base layer of R&D, our eco-

system will likely keep delivering in 
mobile computing, IT services, cloud 
computing, but areas such as biomate-

rials, space, applications of genomics to 

agriculture, to name a few, will remain 

sparse entrepreneurial landscapes. 
SpaceX and Moderna, iconic US com-

panies revolutionising space logistics 
and new-age drug design, would not 
exist without billions spent over 
decades by the US government. Infact, a 
third of US patents directly result 
from public sector spending, and 
these turn out to be themost valuable. 

Cutting-edge entrepreneurship exists 
as a layer atop this base of publicly 
funded scientific know-how. Indeed, 
no society has delivered sustained 
GDP growth over long periods with-
out significantly more attention to 
science than India exhibits today 

Tarun Khanna 

Entrepreneurship has 
exploded in India in 
recent decades, but is the 
past a prologue? I certa-
inly don't have a crystal 
ball, but I do think that 

India@75 has important lessons to learn 
as wemove towards India@100. 

With the rise of information 
technology behemoths and e-commerce, 
entrepreneurs have also risen, armed 
only with technical know-how, global 
awareness, modest access to capital and 
chutzpah in no small measure. To me, 
this unlocking of latent talent marks 
this era of entrepreneurship. Now, in 
2022, India has the third-largest startup 
ecosystem globally, after the US and 
China, with over 65,000 recognised star-
tups thathave created over 7,00,000 jobs. 

To understand whether the entre-
preneurship trend will atrophy, just 
continue, or even accelerate, it makes 
sense to interrogate its foundations. To 
mymind, there are several reasons to be 
hopeful, and a couple to cause concern. 
Let metackle the reasons forhopefirst. 

walks of life resources and assistance in 
starting a business. Further, its Atal 

Tinkering Labs, maker-spaces in high Cutting-edge entrepreneurship 
only exists atop a base of 
publicly-funded scientifñic 
knowhow. We rightly 
celebrate our space scientists 

Public and private-sector cooperation has 
expanded: In my childhood in Mumbai, 
antagonism between business and 

schools of all socio-economic strata 
across the length and breadth of the 
country are catalysing delight in science 

government dominated. We've since among our youth for the longer term. I 
wish I had been the beneficiary of such And entrepreneurial ecosystem needs to 

be much more inclusive: We are starting 
to see women entrepreneurs; we rightly 

celebrate a few Dalit titans of industry; 
and AIM has encouragingly embraced 

vernacular entrepreneurial ecosystems 
-all excellent first steps. But from 2018 to 
2022, startups with at least one female 
co-founder only accounted for about 6% 

some tentative moves in this direction, of total capital raised. In a new book 
I've co-edited -Making Meritocracy-we 

Let me turn to some key areas that lay out many addressable low-hanging 

gained a more pro-private sector stance 
where would-be entrepreneurs have hands-on science education! 
mostly felt enabled. At the annual NCAER India Policy acilevements on shoestring 

and substantively 
fascinating experi-
ment of Nandan 
Nilekani, the ulti-
mate private sector 

We've even had the symbolically Forum in New Delhi last month, my 
colleagues and 
estimated that each 

budgets and our vaccine 
manufacturing capabilities, but 
India remains scientifically 
irrelevant across many domains INDIA@7 rupee put into AIM 

has resulted in a 
A SPECIAL SERIES payoff' to society of 

personality, going into government to between Rs5 and Rs 17 in a very short time. 
develop Aadhaar, and thank goodness but theseare as yet minimal. 

for that. The experience with that Diasporahasbeen tapped: As they are now platform has been followed by the leadersin business, politics and academia 
Unified Payments Interface and its across the world, diaspora has emerged as 
catalytic effect on the adoption of digital a real lever for India to catalyse progress. 
payments. These are emblematic of China relied heavily on its diaspora in its 

Îndia's private sector entrepreneurial run towards middle-economy status, 
coupled with fundamental, on-the-ground 

still need to be addressed. fruits to unlock India's talent. 
If we don't adequately address these 

But investments in science remain areas, India's youthful demography can 

woefully inadequate: India spends less turn into an albatross inadvertently with 
than 1% of its GDP on science, a ratio 

that, if anything, is mildly declining. from successful entrepreneurship. 
less than adequatejob creationthat ensues 

prowess being used for public good. 
So, is the recent bull-run in entre 

preneurship prologue? Overall, I think 
institutional change. This started with the This compares to ratios in the US of 

Policies towards entrepreneurship have late 1970s and early 1980s reforms when it 
been institurtionalised: This includes the courted FDI and today, their government 
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) housed 
under Niti Aayog. Its incubators help in 

the short term by giving talent from all 

2.5%, China 2%, advanced western 

European economies between8-4%, and So, and hope so. But it's in our hands as 

Israel and South Korea over 4%. 
We rightly celebrate our space scien 

tists'achievements on shoestring budgets Business School 

we move towards India@100. has courted leading Chinese diaspora 
scientists and academics to dramatically 
remake higher education. India has made 

The writer is Professor at Harvard 
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Veterinary SCience education in Assam-the way forward 
Prof Pritam Mohan manpower was transferred to the AAU 

and renamed as the College of Veter-
inary Science. The post graduate pro-
gramme in the college was first 
started in 1969 in five disciplines. 
Today the college provides PG and 
PhD degrees in 19 disciplines. 

Considering the acute shortage of 

veterinary surgeons in the State, an-

other veterinary college was estab- quate support is available to the 
lished in North Lakhimpur in 1987, 
with temporary location at Azad. It was 
shifted from its temporary site to its 
pemanent site Joyhing in 2014, and 
has been imparting BVSc and AH de-

gree programmes. The present govt 
realising that livestock sector can play 
an important role in doubling farmers 
income, -dream project of the Prime 
Minister - has decided to open two 

more veterninary colleges, one in BTAD 
and the other in Karbi Anglong. 

Agriculture in the Indian. context is 
integrated in practice, where all com-
ponents of the agricultural sciences 

contribute equally tówards its devel-

opment. This integration has paid rich 
dividends to the facming community 
But in today's agricultural scenario 

The dairy sector in the State has 
not developed to the potential to 
which it is capable of. If one looks at 
the availability and recommended 
need of milk in the State, there is 
an average shortfall of 1618 million 
litres. Considering the hug� short-
fall in the State, there is a great;, 
potential for dairy, provided ade 

actually took place in 1889 in Pune. 
In 1983 this laboratory was moved to 
Mukteshwar in the Kumaon Hills of omo sapiens during the 

Mesolithic period lived on 
hunting, ishing and food 
gathering and at a later 

stage they started domesticating an-" 
imals for their needs. This transition 
from subsistence living to animal hus-

bandry took place during the Neolith-
ic period. In ndia animal domestica-
tion started in 5000 BC. In the Hara-

science of treating elephant diseas-
es was knownto the people of an-

cient Kamrupa (present-day Assam). 
Much later in the Mahabharata, Na-
kula, one of the sons of Kunti, was 
considered a physician who looked 
after the horses of royal stablès. 

Kings and princes have contribut-
ed immensely towards the welfare of 
animals. Many shelters and hospitals 
were constructed to house diseased 

UPThe first veterinary college-Bom-

bay Veterinary College- in India was 

set up in 1886. 
Inthe east, to look after animal dis-

eases, a veterinary section was creat-
ed under the agriculture department 
for East Bengal and Assam in 1905. 
The state government separated the 
livestock section from the agriculture 
department and amalgamated it with 
the civil veterinary department which 
was subsequently re-designated as 
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary De-

partment. The department found it-
self in extreme dearth of veterinary 
surgeons, which according to the Royal 

Commission on Agriculture, 1928, was 

one surgeon recommended for every 
25000 heads of cattle units. In reali-
sation of the manpower need in the 

dairy farmers. Though there is a 

need to establish a dairy college in 
the State to meet the skilled man-

ppan period, though human beings set 

tled down and started living in urban 
areas, animals played an important role 
as depicted in the Harappan seals. 

After the arrival of the Indo-Ary-
ans, the Vedic Aryans, horses became 
an integral part of the people. How-
ever, cows and bulls are clearly men-
tioned in the Rig Veda, and most of 
the wars were fought for cows, which 
were calledgavisthi (search for cow). 
The Sushrutasamhita contains dis-

or injured animals. In Assam, espe 
cially in the Koch kingdom, many 
animal shelters and hospitals were 
constructed. Koch king Naranarayan 
was an ardent lover of animals and 

power need, under the present set-
up, the people of Assam.do not see 
any early possibility of it, 

The animal health sector has not 
only kept dreaded diseases like rind-
erpest, BCPP, anthrax, etc., in abey-
ance, but with the concept of one 
health, has supplemented effortsof 
human health experts in controlling 
and mitigating dreaded diseases of 
zoonotic importance, like swine flu, 
bird fu, monkeypox, bruçellosis, etc. 
Diseases which were earlier the ex-

devoted much time íor their welfare. 
The first ever initiative on modern 

veterinary medicine started during 
the British Empire in 1868 when Lord 
Mayo, the Viceroy of India appointed 
a commission to report on diseases of 
cattle in India and to take measures 
to prevent them. The commission rec 
ommended establishment of provin-
cial veterinary services under the state 
governments. Formal veterinary ed-

ucation in India began in 1862 with 
the establishment of an army veteri-

nary school in Pune. The first civil vet-

erinary school was started in Babu-

garh (Hapur) in Uttar Pradesh, in 1877. 

Subsequently, the first veterinary col 

lege was started in Lahore, now in 

Pakistan, in 1882. Establishment of a 

veterinary research laboratory in In-

dia was recommended in 1885 and 

veterinary profession, a veterinary 

coNege was established in Assam in 
1948. The côllege named Assam Vet-

erinary Colleg�, was first established 
at Nagaon. n1950 it was shifted to 

the premises of Directorate of Veteri-

nary Sciences, Govt of Assam at 

Chenikuthi, Guwahati. The college 
was affiliated to the Gauhati Univer 

sity. In 1960, it was shifted from 
Chenikuthi t its present permanent 
site at Khanapara, Guwahati. With the 

establishmént of the Assam Agricul-
tural University (AAU) on April 1, 
1969 the Assam Veterinary College 
along with all physical facilities and 

cussions on ailments of both humans 

and animals. The Gotamasamhita, 

Asvayurveda and Hastyayurveda are the 
treatises dedicated to animal diseas-

es. The Gotamasanhita believed to 

be written by sage Gautama, was 
dedicated towards the science of 

clusive domain of animals, will, affect 
humans and those that used to affect 
only humans will infect animals. So 
veterinarians a medical doctors 
must fight togeteragainst diseases. 

Integrated farming is a misnomer 
and crop science and veterinary sci-
ence should be separated, To tap the 
State's livestock resources, research 
and extension in the, sector should be 
farmer and industry-tentric, which may 

be possible only under a separate inde-
pendent veterinary university. 

where automation and artificial intelli-

cows, the Asvayurveda, composed by 
Salihotra, is the science dealing in 

horses and last but not the least, 
Hastyayurveda, ascribed to Palakapya, 

was dedicated to the science of ele-

gence have crept in, agriculture in its 
true sense has lost its integrated am-

bience. To meet the ever inçreasing 
food needs of the growing population, 

there is increased dependence on the 
use of machines and chemicals. The 
livestock sector too has developed to 
such dn extent that it is more com-phants. Another composition by Pal-

akapya, the Gajasastra, also deals 

with the science of elephants. The 
monly known as livestockindustry. 
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Beacon of hope 
Nexus of Good Akshara Foundation, through a tripartite partnership between the government, private 

and voluntary sector, has been scaling efforts to ensure quality education for children 

exus of Good is 
al about identify-
ing, understand-

ing, appreciating, 
replicating and scaling good 
practices. Akshara Foundation 

epitomises this approach. This 
is the reason why it has been 
selected as one of the award-
ees during the Annual Award 

function, 2022, organised by 
Nexus of Good Foundation 

Samagra Sikshana Kar- grades as well, Akshara Foun-

nataka (SSK), having stud-
ied GKA 1.0, recognises the 

impact of joyful maths learning well. 
on children, based on activities 

with Teaching Learning Mate- half of the games meant for 
rials (TLMs) and realised the Grade 6 will be deployed on 
need for similar TLMs for the the Diksha Platform, in Eng-

higher grades. In late 2021, SSK lish, Kannada and Hindi. 
requested Akshara Foundation Akshara is also working on get-
to design and develop an activ-
ity-based pedagogy and TLMs taka to print ETBs - Energized 

for grades 6, 7 and 8 in accor 

dance with the National Educa-

dation decided to create games 
for children in Grades 6-8 as 

By September 2022, one 

ANIL SWARUP 
**************** 

ting the government of Karna-

along with FICCI Arise. 
In my attempt to assess 

the ground reality after hav-
ing taken over as Secretary, 
School Education, I travelled 
to a number of states. One such 
visit was to the interior areas 

Textbooks with QR codes for 
these new games. 

The Covid-19 pandemic, 
Foundation as we all know, has impacted 

tion Policy (NEP) 2020. 
Akshara 

anchored the development of multiple facets of educa-
TLMs for grades 6, 7 and 8 tion, especially in govern 
under the banner of GKA 2.0, ment schools. Education was 
in collaboration with maths completely disrupted during of Karnataka where I discov-

ered' one of the many solutions 
to the poor quality of school 

education. 
Established as a Public 

Charitable Trust in March 

2000, Akshara Foundation 
was founded on the belief that 

The Foundation's learning tools have meaningfully touched children's lives teachers from every district 2020-22. Schools closed, and 
in Karnataka, lead pedagogy children in rural hamlets, the 

most aflicted, were cut off 

from the grounding habits of 
experts, and resource per-ety. He joined Akshara as the 

Managing Trustee and became pra, observed this programme sons from NGOs working in 

the Chairman in 2008, follow 

ing Rohini Nilekani who had 

been the then Chairperson. 
Akshara has gone to great 

heights and scale under his scaled to cover all schools in pilot to scale this programme nature, Aksharas field team 

able leadership. 
Since its inception in 2000, 

Akshara has run multiple pro-

grammes (Akshara Ganitha for 

Math; Swalpa English Thumba 

Fun for English language Pre 
pare not Repair for Preschool 

Education; and The Classroom as Ganitha Mitra, and this is classroom products. The first maths worksheet links to 

Library) that are designed to nowimplemented across 5,500 of them was Building Blocks, a stakeholders across the spec-

be comprehensive, scalable, 
replicable and cost-effective. 

The Foundation has always 

tion Secretary Ranjana Cho-

in action in Bangalore and maths education (the power the classroom. 
wanted to replicate it in Odi- of collaboration!!). 
sha. Within a short span of 

In an attempt to ensure 
these children received edu-In July 2022, the Minis-

programme has been try of Education approved a cation and learning of some 
quality education is the unde-

niable right of every child. It 
was conceived as a tripartite 
partnership between the gov-
ernment, the private sector and 

the voluntary sector. 
At the turn of the century, 

Bangalore was on the brink 
of becoming the next Sili-
con Valley as Y2K rolled in. 
However, the irony was that 

enrollment in government 
schools had dropped drasti-

cally. Something needed to be 
done about this issue before it believed that for a programme 

spiraled out of control. It was 

then that the Karnataka State scalable. All efforts have always 

Education Department took been designed with this in 

the initiative to rope in NGOs 

to tackle this problem. Upen-
dra Tripathy, an LAS officer 

(the then Commissioner for cess of the Akshara Ganitha 
Public Instruction), played a programme resulted in it being 

critical role in the evolution adopted by the Karnataka State and procuring teaching/ learn-

of this unique Public-Private 
Partnership with equal partic- programme for mathematics, 

ipation and investment from for grades 4-5. Phase 1 saw 

the Foundation itself, Karna-

taka State Government, and 

e, 

across nearly 9,000 schools and and a 'small army of thou-

20, the infrastructure in the it will be implemented in the sands of Education Volunteers 

districts of the Kalyan-Karna- launched Maneyalle Madona 
Lekka (MML), Learning Maths 

Since 2017, Akshara has at Home, a blended learning 

two districts, and from 2019-
The 

form of kits and teacher train-
ing has been created to extend 

this to all schools in Odisha. 

unambiguous taka region. 
sUccess of 

Akshara 
Ganitha 

In 2018, Andhra Pradesh also been making investments model of sorts. 

replicated this programme in creating digital versions ot its Every week this team sent 

programme 
has made it 

a favourite 

schools in Andhra Pradesh. free math learning app, specih-
The programme now impacts cally targeted to work on low-

trum, making use of every last 
connection they had, every 

over four million children end Android phones. Mapped single mobile phone they 
to the National Curriculum could utilise, and every What-

The governments have Framework, it is available in sApp group they could make 

been the anchor for GKA with nine languages and does not use of. These worksheets were 

consistent and strong support depend on continuous inter- a mix of offline learning and 

across the three states. 
maths learning to be successful, it must be 

tool across 

the districts of child Building Blocks, Aksharas free 
ofline and online math learn-
ing app. Home was enshrined 

mind. 
from Alkshara Foundation net connections tor 

Karnataka, 
Odisha and 
Andhra Pradesh 

and the local communities. to be able to access it. Since 
After three years of evalu-

ation, the unambiguous suc- The three state governments then, there have been more 

have also invested significant than 3,50,000 downloads and, 

amounts in teacher training 

as a learning space. 

with up to six children (ava-
tars) being able to play on one 

This effort reconnected 
children vith maths, restored 

ing material (TLM) kits. Sev-
eral companies, through their 

CSR, have supported Akshara a million children. In 2019, 

to manage this activity by hav- Building Blocks was unbun-

ing field support across the dled and made available as 

districts and to continuously individual gamelets on state 

innovate and come up with Diksha platforms and linked children for the reopening of 

better solutions that can be to energised textbooks using 

quickly adopted into the GKA QR codes. 

model. 

phone (one download), this conhdence in them that they 
can handle it, a feared sub-

ject for many. They touched 

children's lives in a meaning-
ful way. It reinforced class-
room habits and prepared 

Government as the in-class 
has potentially reached over 

it being implemented in the 

six districts of the Hyderabad 

the local donor community Karnataka Region (about 7,600 

in Bangalore. Subsequently, it schools). This was quickly fol-

was one of the finest IAS offi-

cers, Ajay Seth, State Education additional six districts, and 

Secretary, who helped to scale 

this model. 

schools. That technology can 

be a learning medium and not 
just a source of entertainment 

lowed by scaling it up to an 

These games have so tar 
now every government prI-

mary school across every dis-

trict in Karnataka uses this 

The National Initiative for been designed for children was a new perspective of vil-

Proficiency in Reading with from Grades I to 5. But the 

Understanding and Numeracy 
- NIPUN Bharat - Guide-

lage communities imbibed, 
many lor the hrst time. Rural Over the years, Akshara has 

developed its own individual programme which has been 
identity, credibility and vision. christened Ganitha Kalika 

In 2003-04, Ashok Kamath, a Andolana (GKA). 

very successful corporate pro-
fessional, decided to leave it all the Odisha government, led 

behind and give back to soci-

love and demand lor Building 
Blocks has only been increas- school-going children famil-

lines lor lmplementation, ing. With more community arised themselves with online 

2021 have cited GKA as one members like parents and chil- learning with a smartphone in 

of the best practices in maths 

teaching. 

In 2017-18, officers of 
their hands. dren asking for this app to be 

available for children in other Views expressed are personal 
by their visionary Educa-
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Animal husbandry 
The College of Veterinary Science, Khanapara under the 

Assam Agricultural University has stepped into its plati-

num jubilee year. 
Established in 1948, the college is set to 

complete 75 years and this shows that the government had 

way back then acknowledged the importance of veterinary 

education. While the college has certainly done a goodjob in 

producing veterinarians and helping the cause of animal 

welfare, a clear lack of focus by successive governments 

has prevented the realisation of the immense potential of 

the animal husbandry sector in the State. Veterinary educa-

tion is linked to entrepreneurship as well and with adequate . 

thrust on this aspect, we could have witnessed a boom in 

spheres such as dairy, poultry, piggery, pisciculture, etc., by 

now. Indeed, notwithstanding the oft-repeated government 

rhetoric about its thrust on developing the animal husband-

ry sector, the ground reality belies any sincere effort to-

wards tapping the potential of the livestock and poultry sec-

tor. This sector is among the biggest livelihood providers, 

with lakhs of families directly dependent on these activities. 

Inrecent times many educatedyouths have taken to animal 

husbandry, which in turn has triggered a surge in entrepre 

neurship. The rural economy in particular has been driven 

to a large extent by the livestock and poultry sector. The 

government's lack of clear focus in tapping the huge poten-

tial offered by the sector is borne out by the fact that not 

enough veterinarians are there in the field to cater to the 

needs of livestock entrepreneurs. With the sector hit hard 

by the African swine fever and bird flu in recent years, it 

was all the more imperative that the State had veterinarians 

in adequate numbers. This also shows we urgently need 

scientific methods of animal raising and veterinary care. 

This dearth of manpower has also adversely impacted time-

ly interventions reaching the needy pig and poultry farm-

ers in their times of distress. Many of the farmers are not in 

the organised sector and their lack of access to proper infor-

mation and scientific 
interventions has been a major factor 

hindering the growth of the sector 

As for the veterinary college, recent years have wit-

nessed a transition of sorts in every sphere of education 

and veterinary education, too, cannot stay insulated against 

the 
transformations taking shape outside. There have been 

new 
scientific and technological 

breakthroughs in the do-

mains of science 
education in particular and it is the duty of 

those imparting 
science education to keep 

themselves 

abreast of the changes and ensure that the evolving proc-

ess of learning is maintained. Merely resting on the lau-

rels of 75 years will be self-defeating in such a situation. 

The government, too, has to assist the process of required 

technological upgrading of the college as 
waranted by the 

changing times. It should also be ensured that the fruits of 

Veterinary education successfully percolate down to the 

Brassroots livestock farmers besides helping the growth 

or entrepreneurship centring around animal husbangry. 
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No opposiion to medium issue from stakeholders 
Face to Face 

our schools stand. This helps 

us to improvise infrastructure, 
provide teachers ifthere is lack 

ofit, and to fînd out the quality 

parameters of students. In ad-

dition, CM has declared a sum 
of Rs. 10,000 crore for con-

8. But our State govern-
ment's decisions are going 
against the NEP 

Imust tell you that this de-

cisior 

pear in various entrance test 

based examination in Class 

10+2. This is in contrast with 
previous system where pro-
fessions like medical, engi-

Prasanta J Baruah 
the NEP isnot being 

Prof (Dr) Nani Gopal Mahanta, Professor and former 
Head of the Department, Political Science and Director (Hon.). 
Centre for South East Asia, Gauhati University. He is presently 
on deputation to the Govt. of Assam as the Education Adviser 
An alumnus of JNU, Mahanta was a Rotary World Peace 
Fellow in University of California, Berkeley from 20o02-2004. 
His two books "Confronting the State: ULFA's quest for 
Sovereignty" and "Citizenship Debate over NRC & CAA" are 

published by International Publishing Agency SAGE 

accepted without contestation. 
Nevertheless, clause 4.14 of 

NEP says "all efforts will be 
made in preparing high-quali-
ty bilingual textbooks and 
teaching-learning materials for 
Science and Mathematics so 

that students are enabled to 

neering, etc were based on 

marks basis and not on en-
structing new building of our 

secondary schools. We have 

also initiated process ofteach-

ers training in English, Mathe-

matics and Science. The 
35,000+ untrained teachers 
will now be trained by 

KKHSOU. 

trance test 

There are frequent de 
mands for regularization of 
teachers, tutors and con-
tractual teachers. What is 

the position? 
In Assam, we have about 

46,000 schools with about 2 
lakh 40thousand teachers. Our 
PTR is one of the best in the 

think and speak about the two 
subjects both in their home 
language and in English." Re-
search shows that the brain 

system specialized in learning 
new languages grow rapidly 
from around 6 or 7 years until 
puberty. We are introducing 
English in Class-III where the 

student will be in the age group 
of 8 years+. Our own experi-
ence shows that most of the 

schools which are not doing 

Schools is a part of that exper 
imentation. And I am happy to 
inform you that already 38func-
tioning model schools operat-
ing in various educational 

backward areas of Assam are 

There is a strong opposi- Geography into the syllabi so 

tion to the State govern-
ment's decision to teach inkling about the society they 
Science and Mathematics livein. Idon't think that topics 

in English medium from 
Class l in vernacular me-
dium schools in the State. 
What is the government's 
stand? 

With all humility, I must say 
the opposition mostly comes 

from students union and vari-

It is seen that the future 

of Assamese language is al 
ways linked to Assamese 
medium schools. No effort 

that our progeny gets some 

country which is about 21:1. 

Of course, we have problem 
of rationalization. We have in-

of political science, environ-
ment etc. will be deleted. The 
essential portions of Political 

Science can be accommodat 

is made to monitor the 

ed in History. Portions of Eco-
nomics and Environiment may 

be included in the subject of 
Geography. It may be men-
tioned that previously theré 
was a subject called Civics and 

Economics where portions of 

Fistory, Economics and Politi-
cal Science were included. 

The State government 
has already set up 38 

CBSE model schools. Now 

doing extremely well. 
Through these CBSE 

schools, we want to provide 
best of everything. In fact, the 

guardians of these schools are 

proposing to offer fínancial 
help. The guardians have writ-
ten to us that they would be 
happy to contribute to the 
overall development of the 
schools. We will be charging 
Rs. 300/- from the non-BPL 

students so that some extra 

herited a legacy of untrained 

teachers and under-qualiíed 
teachers as per the norms of 
NCTE from the previous 
Congress regime. The Govt. 
of Assam is trying best to ac-

commodate those teachers. 

teaching of Assamese lan-
guage in privàte English 
medium schools. 

It would be wrong to give 
the entire responsibility of 
keeping Assamese language 
alive to the public schools of 
Assam. I do strongly believe 
that it is not the duty of Govt 
schools alone. Assamese mid-

well in HSLC examinations are ous Sahitya Sabhas. We do not 
see any opposition from the 
stakeholders of the educational 

essentially having problems in 
English, Maths and Science. In 

an analysis, in about 40 Rabha 
and Garo medium schools we 

However, we must remem-

ber that education system is 
for the students first where 
the teachers constitute an im-system i.e. the parents, guard-

1ans, and teachers. On the con-

trary, the Chief Minister has 
conducted several interactive 

dle class mustalso bear the re-
sponsibility. Most of the stal-
warts who are opposing the 

Govt. decision do invariably 
send their wards to English 
medium schools. They push 
the onus tomaintain Assamese 
medium schools by the lower 
strata ofthe society. There lies 

the dichotomy. The issue ofí As-
samese teaching in private 

schools is being looked at. Iam 

happy to inform that under 

NEP a new institution to be 

known as State School Stand-

ard Authority (SSSA) is being 
set up to review quality of 
teachers, syllabus, teachers 

onentation etc. of both govt. 

and private schools. 

Pjbaruah at@yahoo.com 

portant pillar and not vice ver-

sa Our Honourable ChiefMin-
ister (HCM) has somehow 
accommodated them but when 

found that students have tre-
mendous problem in shifting 

their medium of education 
suddenly from Class-VII. Re-
sult is zero to 10% pass in 
HSLC examination. In Assa-

facilities can be provided to the 

students. 

I don't think that introduc-
sessions with school teachers 
who argued that now teachers 

would get an opportunity to 

compete with the private 

schools. 

it is planning to set up 126 
tion of CBSE schools will jeop-
ardize the SEBA schools. We 

we attempt to regularíze, we 

are confronted by NCTE 

norms plus Supreme Court 

more such schools in each 

constituency. Rs 300 fees 

will be taken from non-BPL 
students. Will this not be a 

are adopting multi-pronged 
approach to impart education. 

Under the leadership of Edu-
cation Minister Dr Ranoj Pegu, 
a holistic approach is being 
adopted to inject vibrancy and 

dynamism to SEBA schools 
which are elaborated in the fol-

mese and Bodo medium 
schools also, students find im-

mense difficulty in appearing 
for entrance test where they 
have to suddenly shift from 
Class X or XII. We want to 

decisions. 
Similarly, there is appre 

hension that replacing So-

cial Studies with History 
and Geography will deprive 
students of many aspects 
of study like Political Sci-
ence, environment, etc. 

There was a long demand 
from civil society for introduc-
ing History and Geography for hrough govt. schools and col-
the students of Assam. The 

There is a demand to 
blow to the SEBA Board 

and the other vernacular 

schools? 

improve existing infra-
structure and the standard 
of the schools. Has the Gu-

People of Assam have the 

right to qulity education. Ed-

ucation Department of Govt. 

of Assam has been trying to 

ensure quality education 

notsav initiative helped 
you to make a proper as-

lowing paras 
As per the National Ed-

ucation Policy medium of 
instruction should be in 
mother tongue up to Class 
5 and if possible up to Class 

impart certain subjects in Eng-
lish so that the application of 

English language is imbibed. 
Our students have cognitive 
competence but they have pro-
found problem in communica-
tive competence which finds 
manifestation when they ap 

sessment? 

Gunotsav is certainly a very 

important parameter for eval-

uating the quality parameters 
ofvarious schools. This is a self-

Govt intends to introduce por 
tions of Assam History and 

leges. We are experimenting 
with various models. Setting 
up of 126 CBS Model auditing exercise to see where 

ATU 
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Maths, sCIence in English: Will it work? 
Dr Padmini Bhuyan Boruah ers given pedagogy training in their 

subject specialisms (.e. how to teach 
maths). Any teacher who can speak 

English fluently may not be able to teach 

maths concepts appropriately, because 
the language of maths has a particular 

style and content; a particular register 
Children's natural language abilities 

will have to be nurtured and devel 
oped through education in the mother 
tongue as long as possble, while grad-

ually transitioning to a language of 
wider communication (LWC) such as 
English. There is a lot to learn from 
mistakes in the past. For example, 
many of us educated in 'convent 

schools or high cost private English 
medium schools acquired highly de-
veloped competency in English 
through constant exposure to the lan-
guage but at the cost of cognitive aca 
demic language proficiency in the 
home languages (say, Assamese). In 
short, if we want our learners to be-

come multi-literate iLe. read and write 
competently in more than one lan-
guage), multlingual (use all languag-
es orally and in writing in various sit 
uations adequately and effortlessly) 
and multicultural (live harmoniously 
with people from different cultural 
backgrounds), we need to adopt a 

structured multilingual education 
framework for all children. This has 

guage in which one's basic interper-
sonal communication skills (BICs, 
Cummins, 1999) have not developed. 

Successful mother tongue-based 
multilingual education (MTBMLE) 

programmes across the world have 
shown how an organised and gradual 
transition (UNESCO, 2018) to a new 
language at school helps build aca 
demic proficiency in multiple languag 
es. In such programmes, a child's oral 

structured MLE programme also pre-
vents dropout, failure and decline of 
national literacy rates. 

Language across the curriculum 
(LAC) and content and language in-
tegrated learning (CLIL) are other 
theoretical frameworks that guide 
the introduction of more than one 

he recent announcement 
by the Government ofí As-
sam to begin teaching 

mathematics and science 
in English from Grade 3 in govem-
ment schools has continued to be a 
subject of passionate debate. While 
many believe it will give children 
from Assam a competitive edge, 
many others fear it will lead to neg 
ative outcomes on education in As-

teaching of English continues to follow 
a methodology of translation, rote 
memorisation and grammar rnules, with 
ittle focus on oral language develop-
ment. Additionally, the methodology 
of teaching a language subject' like 
Englishis no different from that of'con 
tent subjects' like maths or science; 
teachers continue to 'explain' English 
lessons rather 'than using 
them to develop language 
skills. When the teaching of 
English itselfis fraught with 
issues, it is both impractical 
and unwise to burden Eng-
lish teachers with the re-

language at school. In such pro-
grammes subjects such as mathe 
matics or social science are intro 

duced gradually in (say) 
English, while other sub-
jects continue to be 

taught in the first lan-
guage of the school. But 
the objective in CLIL or 

LAC models is not to de-

samese. The issue is complex, and 
it may be useful to submit it to 
stakeholder experiences, education-
al theory and empirical research. 

The significance of English in the 
academic, professional and social 
lives of the present generation has 
been acknowledged by all national 
education policies. All parents aspire 
for good English education for their 
children, and many are willing to pay 
for private education if that guaran-
tees proficiency in English. This rush 
towards private English medium 
schools cannot be dismissed as a be 
trayal of loyalty toward Assamese 
culture and tradition. There has been 

The recent announcement by the 
Government of Assam to begin 
teaching mathematics and science in 
English from Grade 3 in government 
schools has continued to be a 

velop knowledge of 

maths, but to develop 
English through maths 

conceptual vocabulary. 
If subject knowledge 

and language proficiency 
are to develop simultane-

ously, appropriate peda-
gogical materials will 
need to be developed by 
language education spe 
cialists, subject scholars 
and linguists who are 
theoretically grounded in 
multilingual education. 
Subject textbooks will 

have to be developed not through 
mere translation into English or vice 

versa, but through gradual and 
ed introduction of the academic idi-

sponsibility of developing 
conceptual knowledge in 
mathematics or scíence 

While it is established 
that English is a necessary 
resource for Indian children, 
research in global multlin-
gual colonial contexts dem-
onstrates how proficiency in 
Engish can be developed 
without a subtractive effect 

subject of passionate debate. While 

Ssarv many believe it will give children from 
Assam a competitive edge, many 
others fear it will lead to negative 
outcomes on education in Assamese. 
The issue is complex, and it may be 

useful to submit it to stakeholder 

experiences, educational theory and 
empirical research. 

deep disappointment in the way Eng-
lish is taught in government schools; 
the fear that government school ed 
ucation will not give students the 

desired English profciency even af 
ter ten years of compulsory learning 
is not unfounded or misguided. 

Currently, English begins in Class 
1 in Assam, and is guided by the 

belief that early introduction of the 
language will ensure greater profi-

ciency. But although the grade in 
which English is introduced aFd the 

teaching materials have changed 
over the decades, the pedagogy has 
remained much the same. 

on children's home languag-
es. Scholars point out that 
to acquire cognitive academ-

ic language proficiency . a s per aexus 
(CAPL, Cummins, 1999) in 
a language one needs literacy train-
ing for at least six years. When chil-

dren acquire conceptual knowledge 
in their familiar language(s), it pro-
vides them with the adequate tools to 
understand, express, use and critique 
these concepts, and build their knowl-

edge upon their lived experiences. It 

al_o builds self-confidence and allows 

them to acquire other languages more 
easily. A multilingual brain is more 
cognitively developed than a mono-
lingual brain, but this development 
does not occur with the sudden intro-
duction of content subjects in a lan-

and written literacy in the mother 
tongue/home language (L1) is devel 
oped until at least Grade 3. After that, 
oral literacy in the second language 
(L2) js introduced, while written lit-
eracy development in the Ll contin 
ues. After two (or more) years, writ 
ten literacy in the L2 is introduced, 

while mother tongue literacy progres-
sively develops. In all these stages, 
the home language is not abandoned 
as soon as a new language is intro 
duced; rather, it acts as a powerful 

bridge that strengthens cognitive 
learning in the additional language. A 

to be implemented through a careful-
ly planned and supported process o 
education managemnent that favours 

a late-exit policy which introduces 
other languages after at least six 
years of home language literacy. This 

will help break down the barriers be 
tween children's home language 
Competence and school language 
curricular requirements. Ifwe are able 

to do that, our children will become 

academically profñcient in both As-

samese and English, and competent 

ad-

om of English. 
For effective multilingual teaching, 

teacher recruitment and training will 
have to be restructured. English teach-
ers at both school and college levels 
continue to be recruted with no lan-

Englishis still taught in government 
schools by many teachers who are not 

proficient in Engish themselves, and 

guage pedagogy training, with a ge 

nenic BEd degree or a degree in Eng-

lish literature erroneously considered 
an adequate qualiñcation to teach a lan-

guage. Nor are maths or science teach 

to study other subjects with ease, 

confidence and success. p 

Administrator
Typewritten Text
ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6),  21  AUGUST   2022 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Administrator
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-9), 21 AUGUST   2022

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-11), 21  AUGUST  2022

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Administrator
Typewritten Text
STATESMAN (P-6), 21 AUGUST 2022

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-12), 22  AUGUST  2022

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Administrator
Typewritten Text
TIMES OF INDIA (P-12) , 22  AUGUST  2022

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



Kannadaneedsits 

Own grammar 
(sigh), and ka�tadavi (dense for 
est) have an adjective as the first 

lot has been written and word. Weneed to classify these 
Asaid about the revision compoundsdependinguponthe 

L bf Kannada text-books. I nature oftheir firstword. 
It is, therefore, evident that 

those politicalmoves. However, any effort to apply the classifi-
Idowantto say something about cation of Sanskrit to Kannada 
anentirely different partofthese compounds can only lead to 
text-books, namely the notes confusion as it has happened 
that are given under an impos in the traditional Kannada 
ing title, namely saiddhantika grammar. Some Kannada 
bhashabhyasa. Does this mean grammarians have postulat-
the 'theoretical study of lan- ed additional compounds like 

guage?Idonotknow. Butunder gamakaandkriyasamasa, which 
this imposing title, notes about arenotcompounds at all. There 

the sameoldtraditional Kanna- are several such fundamental 
differences between the gram-

Thavepointedoutin mybook, mars of Sanskrit and Kannada. 

Kannadakke beku kannadadde Since,the ancientgrammarians 
vyakarana (Kannada needs ofKannada like Nagavarma and 
its own grammar), pubished Keshiraja were completelyuna-
about 20 years ago, that this ware of these differences, their 

traditional Kannada grammar, efforts to write Kannada gram-
based mainly on Keshiraja's mar by using Sanskit as their 

13th century treatise, Sabda- model has led to many wTongs 
manidarpana, is only an effort and confusion. Since the said-
to apply the grammatical rules dhantikabhashabhyasa of Kan-

nada text-books is based upon 
Sanskrit is an Indo-Aryan these traditional grammars, it 

language, whereas Kannada is a also contains many such errors. 
There is another important 

marsofthese two languages are difference between the two. San-
derived from two entirely dif skrit is a written form of a lan-
ferent proto-languages, hence guage that existed about 2000 
differ from each another even years ago, and has remained 
in their basic principles. Take, unchanged. The written form 
for example, the formation of of Kannada, however, has un-
compoundsin Sanskritand Kan- dergone changes in the past 
nada: Compoundsare formedin thousandyears, dependingupon 
Sanskrit byjoining togethertwo the changes inits spoken form. 

As a result, Old Kannada 
fied depending upon which of changed to Middle Kannada, 
the two nouns is the prominent which has now changed to 
one. Ifthe second is prominent, Modern Kannada. Grammar 

the compoundis a tatpurasha,if too reflects these changes. 
the firstis prominent, itis an avy- For example, there is no difer-
ayibhava,ifbothare prominent, ence berween compounds and 

thena dvandva, andifanoutside nounphrases in Sanskrit, except 
word is prominent, it is a bahu- for the fact that in compounds, 
vrihi. The formation of com- the firstwordlosesirs case suffix. 
pounds in Kannada is different. Generally, there is no difference 

Al the Kannada compounds inmeaning berween compounds 
have the second word (which and noun phrases in Sanskrit. In 
is a noun) as the prominent Kannada, compounds are very 
word, and hence, all of them different from noun phrases 
come under tatpurushal The not only in form, butalso intheir 
first word, however, may be a meaning. One cannot generaly 
noun, an adjective or a verb. For obtain the meaning ofa Kanna-
example, compounds like nel- da compound word by merely 
agadale (groundnut), kaim- looking at the meaning of its 

DN SHANKARA BHAT 

do not want to comment about 

dagrammar' are given. 

of Sanskrit to Kannada. 

Dravidian language. The gram-

(or more) nouns, and are classi-

agga (handloom), and ben- constituent elements. 
kipettige (matchbox) have a This, andseveral other differ 
noun as thefirst word; biccukati ences that re based upon the 

(open sword), cuccumaddu (in- above lactor, were also not re 
jection), and musekulu (wlhet ognisecd by tradhtional Kannada 
stone) have a verb as the first gamarns, and this proble1 
word, andcompounds like kiru- allects the Saiddhuneiku bhash-
berau (litle finger), nitusiru Dnyustu of Kanrada text books 
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Aurobindo's task of awakening spiritual India 
Aurobindo's evolution from a nationalist revolutionary to a spiritual teacher was ordained divinely 
O n August 15, 1947, 

India attained indepen 
dence from the British 

Raj. Seventy-five years earlier 
on the same day Sri Aurobindo, 
agreat yogi and a spiritual 
reformist, was born, who was 

one of he pioneers of the 

England. He spent the next 14 this time that he met Maharaja lives, in spite of his hectic his worldly affairs and devote the revolutionaries, editing levitation of his bocy. He aliso 
years studying at a school in Gaekwad of Baroda who urged schedule, he started managing full-time to meditation. Pamphlets and newspapers and heard instructons from Swa 

Manchester, and later attended him to return back to India for time for inner exploration, and Aurobindo felt that leaving supporting organizations In Vivekanan da continuousy for 
St. Paul's College, Cambridge. good and work for the govern- his search for a Guru led him India under British rule to go 1908, the family of Kingsford, 15 days although t had alrrac 

been s years since Swami 
ing the need of the moment was assassinated in a bomb Vivekananda had left hs bocy. 

Lele could see great poten- and didnt agree to do so. blast. Aurobindo was one of the While meditating in the aia 
In 1893, Sri Aurobindo tial in Aurobindo. He urged However, he continued medi prime suspects. He was arrest lot of his dornant sddhs also 

Later, in. 1892, he received ment of Baroda, while contin- to Bishnubhaskar Lele of and meditate would be escap the British Governor of the area. the top marks for the main uing to help the Indian inde- Maharashtra. 
paper of the Indian Civil pendence movement. 

Service examinations. By then 
he had already become well received his degree and him to spend some time with tating regularly. He started to ed and put in Aligpur Jail 
acquainted with the freedom returned back to India. For the him and meditate together. It get instructions and inspiration 

fghters of the Indian indepen- next nine years, he servèd the was very difficult for from within during his medi disheartened but when he start- right in inon: o his cell Sri 

dence movement and an Baroda government. During Aurobindo to arrange free time tation. He shared his experi ed to meditate in the jail, his Aurobindo bad the darshan of 
ntense nationalistic tervor and this time he also got acguaint- but he managed three days out ences with Lele, who was very inner voice said, "Just wait Lord Krisbna. who. too. 
patriotism had awakened in ed with Indian culture, yoga of his busy schedule. He med. happy to hear them. 

SWAMI ANAND ARUN 

Indian independence move awakend 
Initially, Aurobindo was ment Ihere w25 2 adamba tre 

Aurobindo's father Dr 
Krishnadhan Bose was a pro-

fessional doctor in England. 
Krishnadhan was so influ 
enced by the western culture 

and watch. advisd im to eave all other 

Since his political and pro work and devote full-time to 
While he was still sta- three days and had deep expe- full faith in your inner voice fessional career had hindered bis maitation Aurobindo wa 

him. 
He refused to become the 

administrator of the English tioned in Baroda, Aurobindo riences of meditation. He expe- then you don't need any advice him from exploring the deep- still worried about the 
establishment by deliberately married 14-year-old Mrinalini rienced the state of thoughtless from outside" 

skipping horse-riding compe- Devi. At this time, he was also consciousness and realized that 
tition. which was the final part active in organizing an armed he was a witness-a state that Baroda for Kolkata, which was arrest had been a blessing in just meditale in sourudeI w 
of the test. Instead, he became rebellion against British rule. often takes years for a normal 
an active member of Lotus and As his political aspiration deep- meditator to achieve. 

Sword, the revolutionary, semi- ened, his interest in meditation 

and the freedom movement. itated in seclusion with Lele for Lele told him, "It you have 
that he wanted to rear and cdu-

cate his child according to 

British standards. So, 
Aurobindos entire upbring 
ing, including his cducation, 
took place in England. When 
he was five years old, he was 
sent to Loreto School in 

Darjeeling. He was seven years 

er aspects ot yoga and medita lndependence Nlovement 
nshna asurrd him, "You In 1906, Aurobindo left tion, he tound out that his 

a fertile ground for the revolu- disguise. He spent his days take tne r bn ot inds tionaries. He had accepted the studying the Gita and the freedom. The independense of 
,Lele was very much post of principal at the Bengal Upanishads and meditating (The author is a spiritual 

teacher.) underground organization and spirituality matured, too. impressed by the progress and National Colege but spent 
based in India. I was during Due to the 'sanskars' of his past advised Aurobindo to leave most of his time encouraging things, Aurobindo evperienced ued Pre 

In Alipur Jail, among other vour birthdav To be contun-
old when he was sent to 
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Skilled people needed 
for sustainable growth 

DINESH SOOD 

Higher education institutions have to rise to the occasion so that 

their alumni use their talents in nation building 
O 

ndian skilled workforce can easily be 
divided into three categories -prima-
ry secondary and tertiary Primary 

Lskilled workforce consists of those who 
are simply matriculates, school dropouts 
or even illiterates, but work as barbers, 

cooks, mansions, carpenters or plumbers. 
Secondary skilled workforce mainly com-

prises youths, who have some degrees or 

certificates but without any certified expo-
Sure or experience in sync with their skills. 

The last category is certainly those who 
have higher educational degrees, skills, abil-
ity to articulate or visualize and execute or 
achieve work targets at a level which leads 
to the creation of assets or capital. 

Stil, we are not in a happy situation! 
An estimate suggests that we added 4.5 lakh 
employees to the tech workforce during FY 
2021-22. A report by Nasscom-Zinnov says 
that India will face a shortage of 14-19 lakh 
tech protessionals by 2026. As compared 

to the current tech workforce of 47 lakh inINDIA NEEDS 52 

LAKH TECH Today skills are needed by all. institutions. 
The Ministry of Education recent 
ly released the National Institution the culture of innovation and entre- ticular. 
Ranking ramework-2022 (NIRE. preneurship, we need to educate our 
22). Minister of Education, Skill students in a way that not only which are known for their skilled 

Development 
Entrepreneurship Dharmendra provides the skill to live a ulfilling lowed by South Korea, Germany, 
Pradhan was quoted saying in an and useful life. It should happen in China, United Kingdom, United 
official note that "a robust and all HEls, and not just a few hun- States, 
objective framework for assess- dreds of them. No doubt, the Switzerland, Singapore, and so on. 
ment, accreditation and ranking National Education Policy 2020 lays They have invested a lot in their 
will play a major role in enhancing down the roadmap for the 21st cen- higher education. The way China 
quality in the higher education tury education system. Synergy has skilled its masses is remarkable. 

ecosystem. 
The minister further stated ating a new ecosystem. We are cer thing whatever is used on this plan-

that we are moving towards cre- tainly striving our best to make et. Switzerland is blessed with the 

ating a knowledge-based economy learning more vibrant, harness most skilled workers, enjoying very 
which is innovation-led and tech- Industry 4.0' and sow the seeds for low crime rates, clean cities, mini-
nology-driven. "Our higher educa- shaping the destiny of Incia@l00 mal homeless population, clean air 
tional institutions have to play a key but are we really aligned to global and beautikul landscapes. 
role in making Indiaa leading glob- trends and future challenges Look at Singapore, whose edu-

the country, India neèds 52 lakh tech pro-
fessionals. By 2026, as per the report, India 

approaches towards education in 
However, in order to improve general, and skill education in par 

is estimated to have 75-78 lakh tech pro- PROFESSIONAL 

S. BY 2026, 
INDIA IS 

ESTIMATED TO 
HAVE 75-78 
LAKH TECH 

fessionals. However, the requirement is 

being pegged at 93-96 lakh techies, reflect-
ing a gap of 14-19 lakh tech workforces. 

CII's 'Decoding Job Report 2022' talks 
of comprehensive collaboration between 
industry and academia. Educational insti-
tutes lack in providing industry-relevant 
skills to students. It is a proven fact that our 
youth carrying degrees of higher education 
are not well skilled. Quite often we also read 

in newspapers, how our Post- graduates, 
Graduates and Research Scholars apPly for 
clerical government jobs. I can recall the 
days when qualified people used to apply 
for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) 
cards, presuming that they will get them 
some fixed amount every month from the 

government without any work. 
There is an important take away from 

this, which is relevant even today and an 
important issue to ponder over. It is the 

employability of youths who are armed 
with degrees conferred upon them by high-
er education institutions (HEls), but they 
are not equipped with employable skills. 

Tam not questioning either their abil 
ities or the quality of education imparted 
to them by their alma maters. However, as 

an expert and employer, I wonder if they 
will ever get a job on the basis of their 
degrees. Some of them will do some pro 
fessional or add-on courses t0 acquire sOme 

employable skils. For example, B. Com stu-
dents will upgrade their accounting knowl-

eage lo get some jobs. 
Similarly, students of Pure Sciences or 

those who have done liberal studies will do 
B. Ed so that they become teachers if theyY 
do nol get government jobs. Il is here that(1ne ttnor Is a fraiin (CFTIs) and centrally tunded uni 
we are seriously erring, It is nowhere writ-
ten or proven that students of Hunanities 

Look at some of the countries, 

and enhances their knowledge but also workforce. Japan tops the list fol-

Canada, Norway, 

PROFESSIONAL 
S. HOWEVER, 

THE 

REQUIREMENT 
IS BEING 

PEGGED AT 93-

between education and skills is cre- They can make anything or evey 

LANT al innovation and digital economy remains a million-dollar question. cation system produces a large, reli-
To excel in the 2lst century able worktorce every year. TECHIES, and making quality education 

affordable and accessible for the labour market. India needs a com- Predominant industries in Sweden 
REFLEGING A bottom of the pyramid population." prehensive skill set composed of are telecommunications, industri 

cognitive skills, which encompass al machines, chemical goods, phar-GAP OF 14-19 he added. 

Five broad categories of para- the ability to understand complex maceuticals, motor vehicles, preci-
LAKH TECH meters identified in the NIRF are ideas, adapt effectively to the envi 

wORKEORCE teaching. learning and resources; ronment, learn from experience, home goods and appliances. All 
S1on equipment, iron and steel, and 

research and protessional practice and reasonj socio-emotional skills, skilled based! Denmark boasts of 
graduation outcomes; outreach and which describe the ability to navi-
inclusivity, and perception. Skills or gate interpersonal and social situ- industries with a major focus on 
entrepreneurial skills are not a auons ettectively; technical skills martime shipping pharmaceuti-

parameter. Indian Institute ot needed to pertorni a speCiic task; cals, and renewable energy. The 
Technology, Madras retained its and digital skills, which are crosS country has a highly educated and first position in 'Overall Category cutting. 

for the fourth consecutive year and 
in Engineering for the seventh stand the present and future chal- country. 
consecutive year. Interestingly, the lenges of the labour market? Is there 
top 100 academic institutions in the a complete alignment between rel. 
overall category consists of 40 cen- evance and etticiency ot technical marked inmprovement in people's trally funded technical institutions knowledge, which our youths are lile can be posible only when we 

some world-leading advanced 

well-intormed populatión, with Are our HElS aligned to with- international schools across the 

The message is loud and clear. 

Fast-paced sustainable growth with 

getting in HElS? 
No, there 1s not: Thce are crt which our HElS have to rise to the 

ical gaps, which we necd to adnit occasion so that their alumni jus-

crate a highly skilled vorkforce for 
purlner with National 

Skill Development 
versities (CFUS), including 38 tech 
nical inslitutions, 26 state urniver 
sities, 24 deemed universities, six nd we ourselves ire to be blamed tify their degrees and make the 
private universilies, seven medical tor those gaps. We ire Paying tne niost ot tieir talents in building a 
intutions and three mnagement price tor being routine in our new India. 

cannot become a skilled worklorce. Weve orporalion, Gol. Views 
expressed in the article wrongly presumed that skills are not 

meant lor all. Let me disagree. ure personal.) 
Pron 

OINTCOUAITERDOIN 
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mportance offoundutional 
skills of htercy and mmerUcy 

among children 
A child embarks on the path to lit 

eracy, long before she begins to for-

mally read and write, through play. 
Some signs of emergent literacy and 
numeracy through play are dramatic 

play, speaking, listening to stories, cre-

ating stories, flipping the pages of a 

book, scribbling, singing rhymes, 
humming a song, pointing to signs, 
recognizing meaning of symbols and 

print, sensory tracing. sorting8 
sequencing, patterns making and 

exploring shapes. 
Research, by neuroscientist Dr 

Karyn Purvis, states that it takes 400 

repetitions to create a new synapse in 
a child's brain unless of course it ís 
done through play where it will only 
take 10 to 20 such repetitions. 

Pre-numeracy skills, on the other 
hand, focus more on problem solving 
and reasoning. Problem solving and 
reasoning can be developed in chil-
dren through activities such as acive 

listening, modeling problem solving, 
motivating children to investigate 
causes and seek solutions. 

lowing voices in the room, babbling 
and humming. In toddlers this can be 
seen as progressively construcung sen-

tences to express themselves. effec 

ively communicate with others about 

personaly meaningiul experiences. 
object descriptions, events, and rela-

tionships. In middle childhood chil-
dren communicate in complete sen-
tences, clear speech, narrate incidents 
and events, leam new vocabulary. read 
stories, write with accurate spelings 

Numeracy milestones in early 

childhood are reflected through skils 
such as comparing attmbutes such as 

longer and shorter, bigger, and small-
er, being able to arrange objects in a 
series or pattern. Some more eram-

ples are iting one set of objects into 

another through tmal and error com-
paring quandties of two sets of objects 
and classifying as same. greater. or 
lesser. Another important concept n 

numeracy is space. 
For example, Hlling up and emp-

tying containers, assembing, and dis-

mantling objects, observing pictures 
drawings. places. people. and objerts 
from diferent spatial viewpoinis. in 
middle childhood numeracy mile 
stones are displayed in the torm of 
understanding concept ot numbers. 
addition, subtraction. complex 
shapes, backwards counang concept 
of dates and understanding ot ame 
months, and years. Even though 
milestones act as a guide tor adults te 
assess and support children s jour 

ney, children don' t necesanh folow 
the same nlebaok Achieving a mile 
Stone late or early doesn tnenany 
point out to issues or ptablems. Every 
child is dfterent and they bloom at 

KADAMBARI RANA AND 

JENNIFER NICODIMAS 
arly childhood is a marvelous 

period in a human being's life. 
During this phase everything 

that the chid experiences have 
an impact on the child's abilities to 
successfully interact with the world 
around her as an adult 

This period is also referred to as 
the incredible infancy because during 
this phase the brain is developing at a 
very rapid pace. By six years of age 90 

per cent of the brain is developed. This 
does not mean that the child has 

acquired 90 per cent of al the knowl-

edge or experiences by age six, it 
means that 90 per cent of the neural 

pathways are formed by this stage. 
Development of robust neural 

pathways enhances mental fertility, 
which in tum impacts life-long intel-
lectual abilities, physical health, learm-

ing aptitude and behaviour patterrms 
The core domains of child devel 

Autonomy, Inltlatlve, and 
Industryin Chlldren 

Young children and toddlers have 
an instinct to assert themselves. They 
assert themselves because they wish 
to be the decision makers of their life 

newspapers, telephone bills, grocery 
bills and so on. They are continuously 
and very naturally trying to decode 
symbols and quantities all around 
them. These early signs prove that the 
desire to read, write and count is as 
natural as the instinct to listen and choices. Some of the ways in which 

they demonstrate this desire are by 
wanting to pick out their own toys, 

excitement to hand-pick their own 
clothes, wanting to eat food by them-
selves, wanting to take bath by them-
selves and so on. 

opment can be divided into the physi-
cal domain, the social domain, emo-

tonal domain, language, and cogni-
ive domain. However, none of these 

domans operate in isolation of one 
another therefore all components of 
the holistic needs ofa child need to be 

met sinultaneously. 
The speciñc core area of language 

development enforces the ability to lis-

ten attentively, respond through 

peech drarly, pre-reading and read-
ing salls and pre-writing and writüng 

shills. For inte children to be able to 

verbalize, in simple words, their needs 
as wel as grievanus áre a very impor 
Lan! step uwards independente and 

Self-proleion 
bunng ts phase, dhildren often 

express lheir curiosities by aclion, 
olservalon, uf wsds This tUhirst lor 

answers must be yuenthed by the 

Adults must allow children to be 
active participants in their leaming 
journey and for achieving this it is 
important that teachers and parents 
step back when children make mis-
takes and attempt to solve problems. 

speak 

Significance of Pre-Llteracy 
Skills 

Pre-literacy skills are significantly 
far and beyond the exiguous view that 
many in the community hold. Typi-
cally, the skill of reading, writing, rec 
ognizing letters and numbers, count-
ing numbers and reciting alphabets 
are considered as milestones of pre-
literacy skills. 

However, lesser-known skillsof 
visual perception, spatial and tempo 
ral vocabulary and object manipula 
tion also significanty impact literacy 
skills. Some of the ways in which these 
can be cultivated in children ure 

However, excessive disciplinary 

action on the part of the adults 
induces a sense of guilt in children, 
resulting in self-doubt and stunted 
cOgnitive development. If parents and 

Leachers wish for children to become 

industrious and self-exploratory then 

they must free thenm from the spell of 
permissions' caste upon them. 

Specilically, in termns of pre-litera-

cy and numeracy skills, children as 

young as two-year-old denonstrate 

desire; to read a book by themselves, 

pretend letter writing, ake cards nd 

ibbe neages lor mothes, liathers, 
Inends, Klandpuuents, teacheis and 
luinily, lollow text and pctes while 

paients iead a story bouk, glunce at 

Developmental Milestones in 
Early Childhood and Middle 
Chlldhood 

Developmental milestones are 
tasks that children are expected to do 
by a certain age. These mlestones can 

be pertaining to cognitive abilities. 
physical growth, socio-emotional 
development, language, and speech 
developnent and so on. These sug 
gestive milestones help teachers and 

arents have age-appropriate expe 
Lations and crvate age-appropriile 

leamungctivities. 
SOme ot the early language ule 

stones m intants can be observed n 

their own ditternnt plice lt s our diuy 

as adults to provide a stinulaing 

envudiulent, encOurage and iniuie 

Our children 
through activities such as coloring 
numbers und alphabets, learning 
numbers and letters thiough stories, 
songs or rlhynes, activities ud games 
thut involve categoizing und sortung 
of ditterent slhaes, colors ud sizes. 

ádults around te tild 

Foundational Sidlia Promote w fom of utenuvely listemng8. lot 
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Political correctness be damned: An insider ss 
view on the design scene in South Asia 

In Bengal due to its fondness for 
culture, painting and the allied arts do 
not get such a rough end of the stick. 
Most Bengali children are reared in 
one of the arts, be it singing, dancing 

or painting. Art teachers are in 

demand but much to my chagrin and 
utter sadness, quite a few of them have 

managed to tum something as cre-

ative as painting into rote learning. 
This is how you draw a rose and lo 
behold my teacher shows me a partic-

ular way, which was almost like for-
mula. I had a formula for a dog as well, 
and the hackneyed hills and sun. It can 
almost be patented by the Indian 
schoolchild. So it is a peculiar prob-
lem, we love our culture but the cul-
ture to think fresh and anew is not part 
ofit. 

ANWESHA PAUL 
eeing cohes.before words. 
The child looks and recog 

nizes before it speaks." 
These are the opening lines 

of John Berger's seminal work Ways of 

Seeing, clearly privileging sight over 
the other faculties. My attempt in this 
article, however, is not a philosophi-
cal treatise on what 'seeing entails but 
a practical discourse on the issues 
plaguing the South Asian design com-
munity. "Design,' and by that I meana 
comprehensive rubric which encom-
passes visual, industrial and digital 
design, is something which had its for-
malized roots in Europe, notably 
Bahaus anongst others. India with its 
ancient and rich culture of the fine arts 
never looked upon design as al sepa-
rate discipline. It was all entwin�d and 
enmeshed as the arts and crafts. We 
did have a strong background ofcrafts, 
particularly in the fields of textiles, 
leather, woodworking and others, but 
in the absence of an industrial revolu-
tion here, structured and formalized 
design thinking, focusing on usability 
and ease ofaccess had not beeni a pri-
ority in conceptual classifications or 
canon-fomation that were necessari-
ly undertaken in different phases of 
design evolstion in India. 

Personally my tryst with design 
started after attending National Insti-
tute of Design, when it still had one 
branch in Paldi, Ahmedabad. I was 

always inclined towards art in school 
where it had a subject called Commer-
cial Art though I was not very good atit 
and language was my strong point. 
After doing well with English literature 
I stunned everyone by completely 
changing my area of interest and get-

ting into design. Therein started my 
journey into this fascinating, ever-
changing discipline. After completing 

my post-graduation my professional 
rajectory ensured that I hada taste of 

practically every kind of design for-
malization, from experience in pro-

duction houses, to advertising, to a 

product design company, to design 
houses and finallya corporate. And in 

this more than a decade old journey 
there are some recurring motifs pecu-
liar to the Indian design scene. 

I find a woeful lack of verbaliza-

ability to verbalize is, however, needed 
in a business environment where 
there are people from many different 
areas and backgrounds who will prob-
ably not understand the core or con-
textual issues or even have a devel-
oped visual sensibility, primarily 
because visual design is a skill. It is 
about how you see a faculty which not 

everyone has, if not consciously devel 
oped. The inability to translate the 
designs to verbal or logical terms often 
holds back progress for people, no 
matter how good they might be at 

their work. This also leads people to 

subtly and overtly discriminate 
between design and copy which was 
the case in advertising agencies. Ideas 
mean copywriter, whereas an art 
director was basically just a 'hand,' an 
agent to execute the copy ideas. Yes, 
advertising folks are not going to like 
this but I do know the ground reality. 
This was one of the main types of toxa-
city against which I railed in the ad 
agency. This was, of course, one 
amongst many others. 

The lack of enough design col-
leges is another malaise. Thankfully it 
has grown exponentially, but ten years 
back when I got into the industry, 
most art professionals were people 
who just knew the software, more like 
a technician. India being such a social-
ly and professionally stratified coun-
try, the respect afforded to a techni-
cian is much lower than one afforded 
to a 'writer.' Unfortunate but true. Yes, 
copywriters called themselves writers, 
perhaps subliminaly countering the 

term 'art director in the art section of 

the agency. 
I remember in college, Industrial 

Désigners had to submit a craft docu 
ment detailing the various traditional 

handicrafts, their upkeep and the tèch 
nical know-how of the skill among 

other such parameters. Perhaps, the 
industri�l designers are a litle better at 
translating their designs into inteligi-
ble verbal language. The visual design-
ers however, despite their exposure to 
many classes in story-telling and com 
munication probably did not take the 

same seriously enough being more 
focused on the visual aspect of things. 

This, of course, does not augur well for 
the later stages of their career. I am not 
speaking of everyone but a majority 
trend that is seen. There are, of course, 

exceptional designers with clear think-
ing and equally precise designs, but 
they are the exception here in India 
rather than the rule. 

has not come about in a single day, 
but in about thirteen years of experi-
ence of working in India, Nepal and 
Rwanda and after interviewing count 
less candidates for visual design posi-
tions. This is not an attempt to put 
down anyone but is intended to be an 
honest and hard look at the design 
community in the light of certain 
entrenched mindsets and in the very 
real hope of bringing about fresh per-
spectives vis-a-vis the same. The fact 
that there are so many design colleges 
nowas opposed to a decade ago bears 
testimony to the fact that design is uni-
versal, that desig 
and India is in dire need of good 
designers and clear design thinking. 

The intermet, social media and 
easy accessibility have not only 
opened up new disciplines like user 
experience design and user interface 
but they have also brought exposure tq 
what is happening in the larger world, 

the trends, the looks of the year et al. 

The downside to this is everything is 

homogenized. Most corporate illus-

trations follow the style of the season. 

Though we work for different brands 
somehow everything ends up looking 
the same, like all the flyovers and high-
ways in the major Indian cities. Exam-
ples of new and fresh visual language 
are few.and far between. Even when 

Another problem which desiggn-
ers face is the idea of doing things for 
free. Often friends and family mem-
bers will badger the poor harassed 

designer for a logo design or an illus-
tration to be done pro-bono because, 
of course, everything is a one hour job 
and no one has any money. In lieu of 
money one is promised the illusory 
exposure'. The thing is even after thir-
teen years in this field I get such 
requests and honesty, I shall be none 
the worse without that exposure', 
though I'm the first to admit I still have 

a long way to go and many things to 
leam along the way. 

When a culrure has moved above 

in an essential need 

every arts and science college worth 
its name has bright eyed students well-

versed in current affairs, those in 

design colleges usually maintain a 

diplomaic silence, ensconced as they 
are in their hallowed bubble. Student 
politics is a debatable topic and is cer-

tainly not being encouraged here but 
being completely isolated from the 
present does not make for holistic 
growth. Also, such a situation is not 

conducive to producing good design-
ers since no product or service can be 
created or delivered in a vacuum, as it 
does the environment and its people 

as key players. You cannot design in 
silos. Leaming about the context and 
designing the solution of the problem 
at hand is fundamental and key but 
often it is all but forgotten in favour of 
the visual attractiven�ss quotient. 

Design houses, in my opinion, are 
the only ones which try to employ all 
the facets of thinking whether it is user 
interface or user experience. Here we 
come to the issue of developers. Again, 
few developers actually think óf à. 
product or like to address challenges. 
Frequently they want to just get on 
with the job without engaging with the 

project at a deeper level. This is rather 
like the attitude of the designers who 
just know the software because that is 
often their passport to a job. Con-
versely, the ones passionate about 
design often do not care about a job 
and the ones who want a job are the 
ones who leamt the software for the 
job but aren't too keen on the aesthet 
ics of the entire exercise. 

the basic needs of health, food, shelter 
and education can it celebrate the arts. 

The art foms (performative or other-
wise) often bear testimony to the 
advancement of the particular civiliza-
tion. As long as we are stuck in rote 

leaming and in confining the arts to 

the bin of "time waste, 'time pass'and 
hobbies, I do not see any future here. 
We as artists and designers, for our 
part, should not help perpetuate the 
stereotype of the 'poverty stricken 
artist' by accepting less than what is 
deserved. Whether it is art or design, 
our thought and skill should be paid 
for. Also art materials or design soft 
ware are amongst the most expensive 
so where the building blocks, don't 
come free, I fail to understand how 

people want work pro bono. I under-
stand doctors and lawyers workng pro 
bono by choice for the economically 
disadvantaged people, but the people 
who do want an identity/logo/illustra-

tion to be cTreated, generally do not fall 

into that lot. It is something which 
Elon Musk had once said about engi-
neers which I feel holds equally true 
for designers, ( am paraphrasing here) 
that the men in suits make the money 
by selling what the engineers have 
made without understanding any-
thing of what the engineers have 
made. He wanted t change that, and 

you my fellow designers should also 
want to change that with regard to the 
domain that we serve and respect. A 

designing the brand identity for Indian 

companies or digital products for 
companies in a different country, 
there is scarcely any distinguishing fac-
tor. I have hardly seen works which 

would define them as Indian or make 
them stand out for their uniqueness. 
Though design is getting more egali-
tarian it is also becoming progressive-
ly homogenized and that is something 
we must guard against. 

Even now the average man on the 
street thinks we do lamination and 
dezine, or someone slighty more 
well-versed immediately quips "fash-
ion designer!" Kudos to the fashion 
designers, though for making the term 

design' synonymous with their craft. 
People en masse think, or at the very 
least, used to think that design is a 
hobby, something which bored kids 
do and often people, who I know rom 
childhood comment on how profes-
sional my work looks. Duh! It has to, 
rnight For the past few generations, the 
idea of having a profession worthy of 
respect has been limited to those of 
doctor, lawyer, engineer and a few oth-
ers. Recenty Management students 
have managed to break into this holy 
bastion; hence I do not blame the less 
woke' people for their misconcep-

tion of design thinking present in visu-
al designers. I might put it down to the 
fact that mostly people are from Art 

colleges where the focus might be on 

different cognitive skills but the ability 

to explain the work in a language other 
than visual seems a trifle dificult for 

A strange dilemma indeed! This 
might sound like a petty and incendi-
ary account of my personal experi-

ence, but though it has its roots in the 
personalit is expected to be an objec-
tive assessment of the general design 
scenario in the region. Moreover, this 

Design colleges in India also 
largely stay away from any political 
movement or involvement. Where tions. most visual designers, at least. This 
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DECCAN HERALD 
ESTABLISHED 1948. 

CUET:Failure of 
testingagency 

he University Grants Commission's proposal to hold 

a single nationwide test for admission to central 

universities was widely welcomed earlier this year 

asameasureto simplify the admission process andreduce 

students' tensions. But when the proposed test, called the 

Central Universities Entrance Test (CUET), is being con-

ducted in phases since last month, it has raised to0 many 

questions and created fresh tensions for many students. 

There were glitches of various kinds in the conduct of the 

test from the first day on July 15. These included server 

failures, delaysin issuing admission cards, mix-up ofques-
tions, andmisleadinginformation on examination venues. 
In some cases, question papers were not uploaded on 

time. Some candidates were given dates that had already 
passed.Anumber ofstudentsacross 
thecounttywerenotabletotake the 
examinations for these and other 

reasons. Exams have beendeferred 

forthousands of students who were 

affected adversely bythe problems. 
These have led to much criticism of 

the NationalTesting Agency (NTA), 
which conducted the tests. 

The tests have been rescheduled 

for thousands of affected students. 
Agency's 
bungling has 

marred con 
duct of CUET 

According to the original schedule, 
all phases of the exam were to con-

clude on August 20.The reschedul-

ing will result in delays in admission 
procedures for the courses, and the process will now be 
over only in September, if there are no further delays. 
Academic schedules had gone topsy turvy in the last two 
years because of the Covid pandemic. They are going to 
be affected this year due to the bungling in the conduct 
of CUET. The rescheduled tests are expected to be held 
this week. The NTAhas announced a grievance redressal 
platform, and the UGChas announced that every problem 
that the candidates hadwould be attended to. 

The NTA had first tried to shift the blame to the exam-
ination centres, saying that they did not comply w 
protocols. But the details of the snags showed that the 
bungling occurred at the testing agency. UGC Chairman 
Jagadesh Kumar has even said that there are indications 
of 'sabotage'. The NTAhas conducted other examinations 
ike the Joint Entrance Examination-Main and theNation 
al Eligibility and Entrance Test before, and the scope of 
the CUET may be further expanded. If the agency cannot 
conduct the examinations without hitches, it will lose its 
credibility and create more stress for the students. About 
1.5millionstudents had applied for the testwhich was held 
in over 550 centres, and the NTA should have been better 
prepared to conduct an exercise of that scale. Those who 
are responsible fòr the bungling should be identified and 
held accountable for the lapses. 

th 
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Vision 2047 for K'taka: 
Sustainable, secure && 

innovationhotspot 
the benefit of economies of scale, 

theywill strengthen their position as 

CTiaical nodes, in turncontribuangto 

I/arnatakais one ofthe foremost thecontinued success ottheeconom 
states in India, whose state iccorridorsofthe state. Theeconom 
LAeconomycurrentlyranks third ic corridors work on the principie o 

in the country. The state has risen as linking production centres, urban 
an exemplar of harnessing 2lst cen centres, and internationalgateways 
tury growth engines using technol- forexport to facilitate ellicienttrade 

PRASHANTH PRAKASH & 
NISHA HOLLA 

Lut 8 cocio-economic growth and invesu a hottlenecks will and development. The stare is well markets by easi 
placed to become a Rama Rajya by help enhance the overall producav 
2047 with world-class development ity and competitiveness of the re 

models and focused investments by gion. The vision of these ten urban 

successive governments. 
A look at the states demograpn symchronise Karnatakasurban ecO 

ics indicate an ageing populaion. systemand usherina dynamicurban 

Its total tertility rate S curTentiy1./, planning paradigm. 
which is below the national average Urban expansion must go hand-
ol 2.0. Global consensus has placed in-hand with principles of sustain-
the replacement rate tor emerging ability. Karnataka must accelerate 
economies at 2.3 and for thhe devel- net-zero and water neutrality goals. 

oped worlid at2.1. Karnatakaspopu- Continued economic development , 
lation is already belowreplacement, means, for a period, certain pollu-

barring imaiigration, which means tion markers will increase. Lnitia-

that its current population ol 6.66 tives ol both the government ana 

crore will peak close to 7 crore in industry, ana their suCcesses must 
the 2030-2034 timeframe and be tracked like the processes in mis 
reduce to 6.58 crore by 2047. The sion-oriented war rooms. Scientilic 

percentage of the population above measurement protocois suppOrt 
s0 years of age will increase rapidly. phased adoption and measurement 
Therefore, demography-wise Karna- ofperformanceagainst thegoaisser 
taka will soon resemble a developed by thestate, which will help the state 

nanon and will require an adequate to stay on course to achieve sustain 

social securigynet. . 
n tne as nominal GDP Upgrade Ucation 

clusters presents an opporruny to 

able development. 
mic front, mod-

reaching elspoin toa RS 333 lakh erore or USS Ranked at the top on the NITIAayog 
2.12 trillion in 204/. 1nis is consid Innovation index, Karnatakas uSP 

eringa 3o depreciaionortnerut d c 
against dne dollar and an economic vation and human capital. The state 

growth at 8.5% UAGR. India alter must protect, consolidateand secure 

economic liberalisauon grew he largest number of MNC 
$275 billion in 1991 to d3.l0 Deentresand rèsearch laborato-
in 2022, at 8.2% CAGR, While it is R&D centresandresearch laborato-
not far fetched to expect Karnataka ries in the country. Looking ahead, 

to grow at this rate, maintaining we must upgrade the old, and build 

this growth wIll require consIstent new, academic insituions specjally 
investment and sound policies by focused on emerging technologies 

successive state governments. 
With explosive economic growth help hurther the states credendaus 

and levelling ol its population as lndias innovadon notspo 
growth, Karnataka's per-capita 
GDP is set grow 8 imes by 2047. two ot the Ioremost drivers or nu 
From s4,060 in 2022, it could rise man capital, innovation, and R&D. 
to $32,200O by 2047. This is, indeed, With the right policies and apacity 
possibleasalready today, 66.3% ol its building ellorts tOday, al cniiaren 
economyiS driven by the services sec in Karnataka in 204/ coula expect 

tor with high value-add opportuni to graduate Irom ClasS AU. ADOut 
nes, consistentemploymentgrowth, 75% ot them could obtain a nigner 

and myriad expansion capabiliies. education degree, ana the uro5S 
The services sector in 2047 may Enrollment lKauo could rse to r 

grow to 75% ol the state economy, in the 18-23 age bracket, Narnatakn 
with the balance8-10% coming irom, couldproduce20,000 PnDsannual 
agriculture and 15-17% Irom the in- ly n its world-cass insatuions, and 

dustry sector. Bengaluru is the jewel in the state-of-the-artresearch innova 
crown of Karnataka, contributing ecosystem that Bengaluru already 
to a significant part of GSDP and houses today. 

taxes, its per-capita income 1S the 
highest among Indias cities. The SoCial security 
city's ecosystem ranks among the Karnataka must tocus on a com-

top 5 in the world lor innovauO pici Aageing nonulation. A 
technology development, research vulnerable anda 

and development, and human cap pensIon syse dows, and others-can 

re co petence are its inn0 

for the future. It already 

and research translation. This will 

Educaion and specialisation are 

these graduates could work in 

tal.It leads India'sIT, biolechnooE% t and disbursed SCience, avionics, and space indus- beconsolidated and disbursed from 

tries; in essence, is the -iech and a single programme. AYUshmann 
Innovation capital oI India. In 2047, Bharat can be leveraged for comn-

Bengaluru will also have cemented plete healthcare. The state must 

11S place asaglodalnubolinnovaion. also work with civil society to weave 
Moreover, bengaluru and Kar- old-age care into the labricot the so-

nataka have the POrEnual O DE Cey% 8n the global model Ol an accelerat ableopportunity to Iive with dignity. 
edgrowsuraegy Unat is based on With a declining populaion, a ise 

dataanalysis, tie latesttechnologies, in nuclear families and increased 
innovanve urban planning, sustain mobility ol youngsters, Care lor tne 

able solutions and collaboraive elderly may becomeadaunangissue 

governance. 
if the state does not act last to insti-

safety net. u 

ika in 2047 will have Clusters for sustainability 
Karnataka mustnowinvestina vision world-class healthcare facilities in 

to transíorm at least n igh-quality tertiary care in major clusters and broad-base s u rhan areas. A multidisciplina 
cgrowth. 1nis will help sustain the urDan r: states growth momentum. This vi- hospital with an artachned medical 

sion callslora balance ur br the state-of-the-art healthcareto peopie 
opmentby holisicaluylevergug 
principles ot aensiy, PEO are Primary healthcare lacilines ana 

one of its 30 distriCES, witn a 

college in each district will deliver 

accessibility. The urban clusters are Pimary healthicare lacilities and 
seen as potential regional drivers of wellness centres will be within reach 

econonicgrowthas theyharness the of every citizen in each aluk. 

econoiCporenuauO tlh of certainly achievable. i etus u 
economicpotentialofneighbouring This vision of Karnataka 2047 is 

centres, and suppot ubs. In 
domesacandinternational huDS. un aued strategies, locuseuinvestment, 

Tegraung high-specd inlristructure and improved governance. 
lor interconectivity between clus-(Prashanth Prukash is 

ters will urther strengthen tis re Chairman, Vsion Group on 

gO v develop and reap Technology Fellou, 
Startups, GoK und Nisha Holla is 
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The Indian ecosystem must seize responsible innovation, before outsiders can foist their version OT it 

Start Upand Smell the ESG 
KIW Capital in Germany, Tesi in Fin 
land and AP6 in Sweden. Several ind-
ustry initiatives have begun to further 
push the issue forward and define best 
practices and reporting. The UN-sup-
ported investors'network, Principles for 
Responsible Investment (PRI), is stro-
ngly committed to this space, too, and 
working on a standadised LP-VC due 
diligence questionnaire(DDA), among 
other things. Service providers have 
sprung up left, rightand centreas well. 

In India, the most prominent parts 
Britain published "The Uber of the ecosystem in the big tech hubs 
Files', morethan 124,000 confi don't seem to have caught on to this 
dential leaked documents that shift yet. 2021 was still very much domi-
reportedly revealed how the nated by new Indian unicorns being 

taxihailingapp company bent thelaws celebrated and the media countinghow 
many were added to the herd. While 

ed governments including US, German ESG reporting is becoming mandato 
ry for the biggest firms in India from 

juicy details about the car hire giane's 2022-23, regulators are cautious to put 

Janannes Lenhaird 
&Hannah Leach 

ast month, The Guardian in 

in several countries and secretly lobbi 

and British. They also contained some 

leap into India. Not only did the files re pressure on investors. 
portedly reveal that Uber dodged law Despite theglobal trend, sustainable Stay awake, stay ahead 
enforcemént explicitly in India, butco investing (mostdy in public equity) in 
founder Travis Kalanick apparently India 'has only picked up momentum "India and other emerging markets are governance after four companies that 
pushed the top regional executives for recently, as ESG expert Akanksha Sh- leapfrogging the teleological stagesof its USmothershiphad invested in came 

arma stated in an ET interview in Oct techno-economic growth... In Rajasth- underthe scanner foralleged financial ward to drive growth 'at all costs'. 
Growth at all costs -the blitzScal ober 2021. Only a small number of de- an, for instance, because of the exist- irregularities. 

ing unicorns mindset so prominent als are being done shifting reasonably ingregional economy in the crafts sec 
since 2010- could barely be epitomi-

So, how seriously are VCs taking a 
Small amounts of money ($2.63 billion tor, many startups have come up with push for ESG more widely? As a Nov-

sed better by a single company. But, in in 240 equity deals in 2020) against the ideas and apps to digitally scale the ember Nasscom report, "The Next Big 
market for existing products [without Leap' Towards ESG Maturity in Tech 

Sandeep Mertia, a PhD scholar at disruption]. The Indian startup eco Sector', found, employees--in VCsand 
New York University in the US. has been system is a large and expanding space startups alike - increasingly care, as 

ifferent values of docustomers, even in global conglome 

rates about strict ESGrequirements. 
The global sweep of ESG, or respon 

sible innovation', for VC will also sure 
for years, has started to influence the majority of startups working today [in Infact, seeing the movementfor respon- ly sweep over India. People in the eco-
startup and venture capital (V©) eco Indialare tech-enabled small business sible innovation, ESG and impact be- system -from LPs and VCs to found-

es. The 'scale at all costs' approach is ingpushed more from the bottom up- ershave an opportunity in front of 

recent months, the tide has been mo size of the opportunity 
ving away from this attitude towards 
building startups in a more sustaina-
ble, responsible andi sive way ESG condu ingethnography in) jasthan's for reassembli 
(environmental, social and governan startupecosystem since 2019. He expla 
ce), a practice big corporates as well as ins, 'While unicorns grab a lot of head 
buyout funds have been engaging in lines, we have to remember that a vast 

sustainability and scale. 

Home-Made Recipe 

system, t00. 
spatially highly concentrated among a from entrepreneurs and local com 
tiny number of elite VC-backed start nities rather than implemented from 

the top- will prevent some big prob-

them rightnow. Boarding the Bandwagon So, do you want to embrace the mo 
vement proactively and shape it, make 

lems. Rolling Western ESG standards it your owm with local values and initi-
tainable Finance Disclosure Regulati India are also starting to be scrutinis- and principles into developing econo- atives on board and lead the way2?Ordo 

mies, including India, could be seen as you want to wait until amovement dri-
ticular-and resulting pressure by li- case of food delivery apps like Zomato a hegemonic"' endeavour Locally in ven by big Western VCs and LPs based 

on their nderstanding of the market 
and value system possibly sweeps you 

Particularly in Europe, this movement ups in metropolitan hubs.'Mertia fur 
is largely driven by regulation -Sus ther elaborates how these unicorns in 

on (SFDR)and the EUtaxonomy in par edon ESG causes, such as in the recent 

venting and using a ditferent measur 
ingstick are only right. 

There are already some sigmals in off your feet? 
the Indian VC market. Unlike its behe 
moth conterpart Silicon Valley that 
has mostly been qulet on everything sityof Cambridge. UK. and co-dinctor, 
ESG, Sequoia India, one of the biggest VentureESC, and Leach is partner, Hou 
VCs in the country, published a posi-
tion paper in April on the issue of good VentureESG 

mited partners (LPs) and asset own living off precarious gig workers. 
Overall, Mertia is convinced that ers, especially by state LPs, such as 

Lenhard is research associate, Univer While ESGreporting is becoming mandatory for 
the biggest firms in India from 2022-23, regulators 
are cautioUs to put pressure on investors 

ghton Stnvet Venturs, and co-director 
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Sigh of relief for students 
Indian students studying in china can row go 

back to complete their courses 

hat china has resumed issuing visas to Indian students after two years must be 
a big relief for the Indian students studying there. Thousands of students had to 
abandon their studies as Covid struck and they were made to leave the country. 

Since then their studies have been in limbo as China refused to take them back. In 

fact, 23,000 odd medical students atudying in China are still waiing here to go back 
to their respective universities in China. They had staged several dharnas and even 
demanded the government of India to allow them to complete their studies in Indian 
universities but that did not happen as rules do not pemit it. Now that China announced 
its plan to issue visas to indian students stranded here since their return two years 
back when COVID was at its peak and strict restrictions were imposed by China on 
foreign students. Now that COVID has wained it is also allowing Indian travelers for 

other purposes including business. China's relaxing 
of the travel rules would mean that X1-Visa, will be 
issued to students to not only the students already 
enrolled but also new students. After much deliber-
ations and insistence of MEA China agreed to issue 
visas to Indian students studying in China on a case-
by-case basis and sought the names of those want-
ing to return immediately to pursue their studies. The 
new students would have to show an original admis-
sion letter issued by a university. The old students how 
ever can s submit a 'Certificate of Returning to 
Campusissued by the university in China. Over 1,000 
old Indian students have expressed the wish to return 
to re-join their studies. Two further faciltate the trav-

el Indian and Chinese officials are preparing a plan to resume flight operations. 
This may end the woes of Indian students studying in China but the career of those 

students who were studying in Ukraine still remains uncertain. They have been run-
ning from pillar to post to convince the government of India to let them complete their 
studies in Indian universities which rules do not permit. The government of India should 
come up with a comprehensive plan for Indian students studying in foreign countries 
if their studies are interrupted due to no fault of theirs such as a pandemic or war. Most 
of these students are from middle-class families whose families have spent their lives 
saving to get their children good education abroad. The rules must be changed to allow 
these students to complete their courses in such exigencies. 
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Aurobindo's task of awakening spiritual India (II) 
Sri Aurobindo felt that the main reason for the misery of man was his spiritual unconsciousness 
A Aurobindo gave a speecn 

fter coming out of the jail, Hindu wisdom in the world" 
It was his prison experience last destination. It was from that propelled Aurobindo to there that he had propounded 

take the bold decision to aban- Vedic culture in South India. In 
don politics in order to contin- Ramayana, there is a beautiful 
ue his spiritual journey. 

The chief disciple of Swami Agastya Muni. 
Vivekananda, Bhagini Nvea 
had become Aurobindos polit- Ashram was verý poor and 
ical and spiritual'assistant. She Aurobindo lived there with 
told him that the British were three other seekers. There was Mirra Richards became known 

most Indian yogis, Aurobindo Aurobindo is in a very high state 
used to eat non-vegetarian food ot yoga. 
and drink alcohol. As he came 
from a Bengali familýy and grew that non-vegetarian food and 1907 and later refused to 
up in the West, this was a nor- alcohol was hindering his spir. become the first President of 
mal practice for him. itual practice, quit both and Independent India Aurobindo 
Ramakrishna and Vivekananda turned vegetarian. Today all the felt that the main reason tor the 
also came from Bengali families Aurobindo Ashrams are fully misery of man was his spiritual 
and used to eat fish regularly as vegetarian. 
a part of their diet. 

Even today, fish is accepted divorced her husband and start- uplift human consaousness and 

Aurobindo had refused the 
post of the president ot the 

Indian National Congress in 

had also made Pondicherry his 

Later, Aurobindo, seeing Lin a spiritual conference 
in Utarpada near KOlkata, now 
famously referred to as the 
Utarpada speech in which he 

clearly explained experiences 
and insights gained during his 

stay in the jail. 
He said, "Going to the jail 

and coming out of it were both 
a part of an existential plan. The 

Purpose of jail life was to detach 
me trom my strong attachment 
towards politics His speech also 
related the vision he had of Lord 
Krishna in which Krishna had 
said, "Indias main problem isn t 

political; it's spiritual.The pre-
vailing foreign interferenceIs 
Simply a consequence of the 
Spiritual cowardliness and lack 
of spiritual fervour. You'll have 

to revive and re-establish the 
authentic spiritual values of 

description of how Ram had met 
SWAMI ANAND ARUN In its initial days, the 

unconsciousness and made 

In 1920, the Mother efforts throughout his life to 

planning to re-arrest him and only one lamp there under as the Mother. As soon as she as a part of the daily meal in ed to live permanently in the to make arrangements to 

advised him to leave British which all the activities were saw Aurobindo, she realised Ramakrishna Ashram. A devo- Ashram and took the full descend the supramind con 
India. 
Vivekananda's love for 

It was Swami carried out once it got dark. that he was the same Yogi that tee of the South Indian enlight- responsibility of running it sciousness to the earth. 
In the last 24 years of his life, In 1912, Aurobindo wrote a she had been seeing in her ened master, Raman Maharshi, After this, Aurobindo confined 

Aurobindo that manifested in very poignant letter to his friend, visions. throughout her life. a contemporary of Sri himself in his room, while 24 Aurobindo came out ot his Niveditas words. He got similar Motlal Roy, which depicted Every Sunday, the Richards Aurobindo, had complained to November is celebrated as the room to give darshan to his dis 
guidance from his inner self as the state of poverty in the invited Aurobindo and his dis- him about Aurobindo's con- siddhidiwas of Sri Aurobindo. It ciples only four times ayear The 
well. Immediately, he left Bengal Ashram. The letter read "There ciples for dinner. That was the sumption of meat and wine. was on this day of 1926 that the ime he spent alone in his room 
for the French colony of is only half a rupee left, while six only time in the week they Raman had instead praised supramind consciousness is steeped in mystery. He says 
Pondicherry in South India via seven people are here. would get to eat a ful sump- Aurobindo, "He was botn in a descended on him. "Meditation is for thase who can 
Chandranagar and arrived there Immediately, send us 50 rupees tuous meal and drink fine Bengali family and grew up in Aurobindo left his body on come out of the socicty and the 

n 1914, French couple Paul French wine. the West, that's why he has December 5th, 1950. He was world, and travel the lonely 
(The author is a spiritual 

teacher. 

on April 4, 1910. 
n ancient times, the mystic and Mirra Richards arrived in 

Agastya Muni of North lndia Pondicherry. Later the same of consciousness, and unlike ate a yogi through his habits. Ashram compound. 
Despite his high yogic state such eating habits. Don't evalu- buried four days later in the journey towards the unknown 

(Concuded) 

Administrator
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-7),  24  AUGUST  2022



Agent for mainstreaminglearners 
Nexus of G0od Humana People to People' has been on a spirited mission for nearly two 

decades to bring left-out children back into the fold of education 
People 

to People have 

attempted 
address one of the 

umana 

H 
steps. In the remaining 30 per 
cent of their time, the children 

are engaged in thenme-based, 

hands-on activities which pro-
vide them with real-life learn-

to 

major issues, out-of-school 
children (OOSC) that besets 
school education. They have 
succeeded substantially in the 

ing. A monthly theme headline 

determines the scope of these 
activities which, at the end oft 

the month, culminates in Chil-

drens Day. Once a month, the 
parents are invited for a par-

ent-teacher meeting. Engaging 
with parents is an important 

component of the programme. 

During the closure ot 

schools due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Kadam Pro-
gramme for out-of-school 

children and the Kadam+ Pro-

ANIL SWARUP 
. ***s********** regions that they have worKea 

and they are scaling their effort. 
Hence, they richly deserve the 
Nexus of Good Award being 
given to them. 

It was 2017. I had taken 
over as Secretary, School Edu-
cation, Government of India, 
a few months ago. I was on a Children spend 70 per cent of their time on NCERT-defined competencies, and 30 per cent on theme-based 

visit to a government primary real-life learning 

school in Haryana. The sight was an incredible one. This was model that was aligned with the streamed children showed a veranda or a corridor for gramme for in-school children 

not a typical set of children in a RTE Act and the specific Min-

school. They were neither of a 

similar age nor in school uni Ministry of Human Research 

form, and yet, they appeared and Development) programme 
extremely keen and eager. A for OOSC under Sarva Shik-
couple of adults in the room sha Abhiyan, now, Samagra regional workshops organised programme. The Head Teacher 

were, als0, not the usual teach-
ers, as I walked into the room 

along with Snorre Westgard 
and BR Sinha. These two gen-
tlemen were tasked to manage 
the work of Humana People a very small scale in differ 

to People in India. I was sub 
sequently informed that the 
children in the room were out-

that over 90 per cent stayed in 

school, and performed average, Training Centre). The Centre children. The children met in 

at par with the other children 

of their grade. 
In 2017 and 2018, the School (GPS) is involved in the were a great help to keep the 

the Kadam Centre (a Special moved to the homes of the 

istry of Education (erstwhile, 
ideally runs for 9-11 months. smaller groups in their homes 

The Government Primary and the Kadam work-books 

During the 
closure of 

by the Ministry of Education supervises and supports the 
enabled HPPI to present the 
Kadam model in four of the 

education going. The teacher 

could visit the groups 2-3 
times a week and sometimes 

Shiksha. From around 2013 

to 2015, the teaching-learning 
materials, tools and techniques 
were developed and designed, 
and the model was piloted on 

Kadam Teacher and the activ 
ities. The Kadam Teachers are 

schools due to 
the Covid-19 

also communicate using the 
WhatsApp messenger or video 
where this was available among 

the children. While the results 

five regional workshops and 

discuss extensively with slates. 
This gave a boost to the Pub-

ent CSR-funded projects. The lic Private Partnership Model online Management Infor-

and resulted in Memoranda 

of Understanding (Mo Us) with 
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, 
Uttar Pradesh and Jammu and 
Kashmir. A model for bridge 
education was also developed 
under the name of Kadam+. 

organised in groups of 10, who 

meet weekly and share experi 
ences and collect data for the 

pandemic, 
the Kadam 

were not as good as when the 
children attended school or 

attempt, now, was to develop a 

strategy based on public-pri-
of-school children. An effort vate partnership and scale up 

the out-of-school programme 
The first large-scale pro-

the room had either dropped gramme with 2,000 children 

out or never been to a school, was implemented in coopera-

tion with Bharti Foundation 

mation System (MIS). Once a 

month, a bigger meeting with 

all Kadam teachers in a district 

a special training centre, the 

children that carried out the 
Kadam Programme at their Programme for 

out-of-school 
children and 

the Kadam+ 

is organised. The District Proj-
ect Offhce for Samagra Shiksha homes, continued to learn 

leads the operation in a district, 
with support from a HPPI Dis-

trict Organiser. 
A baseline determines the 

was being made to main-

stream them. The children in and achieve significant learn-

ing gains during the school 

lockdown. This approach for remedial 

learning and bridge educa-

tion for in-school childrena 
has reached out to 1,08,987 

children in Madhya Pradesh, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 

and each had a different reason 
Programme for 
in-school children 

National Education Pol-

icy's (2020) Chapter 2, 
Foundational Literacy and 
Numeracy: An Urgent & Nec-

essary Prerequisite to Learn-

and RSK Madhya Pradesh in 

the session of 2015-2016 in 
for doing so. 

In 2005, Humana People to 

People India (HPPI) decided two of the states tribal districts, 

to address the challenge of the 
OOSC, especially those liv-

ing in slums, urban and semi- Pradesh, in July 2016, an agree-

urban areas. The project was 

initiated as Academies tor 

entry step, and their age deter-

mines the end goal for the exit 

step. Each child has an assess-

ment card called TmP Card 

Jharkhand. The partnership Tracking my Progress Card, ing and Chapter 3, 'Curtailing 
were taken to 

the homes of 

Bharwani and Jhabua. After 

the initial success in Madhya 

children to help 
them continue 

between HPPI and Haryana which makes the progress ol Dropout Rates and Ensuring 
ment was signed with Edu 

cate a Child - a programme 
under The Education Above 

for out-of-school-children was the child visible to him / her Universal Access to Education 

extended for the second phase as well as the other stakehold-

in 2019, for yet another three 

years; and till July 2022, a total ents, BRPs, etc. The children 

at All Levels, emphasize the 
importance of ensuring accesS 

to education for children those 
Working Children, and var-

ied from a handful of children All Foundation, Qatar - for 

seated on a durrie (mat) to mainstreaming 30,000 chil-

proper 
cass-rooms in rented 

buildings. From 2005 to 2015, 
around 15,000 children ben-

efited from these academies. the State Project Office of the 

While around 50 per cent of the 

children were mainstreamed in tion in Haryana. The Depart 

government primary schools at ment 
committed to pay for the 

some time during their edu- Kadam Teachers (Education 

cation, the project was inde-

pendent of government and of the Kadam toolkits for each 

was dependent on full fund- child. These contributions by 

ing from private contributions, 

which limited the scale of the 

learning 
ers, including teachers, par-

dren in Haryana over three 

years. In October, the same 

year, an MOU was signed with 

of 82,024 children have been in the Kadam programme are out of school, and that 

integrated at age-appropriate work in groups of three, called all children actually learn in 

grade level after closing their 

learning gaps. 
ldenuhcauon ol OOSC is are d1recly linked to NCERT-

where it all begins. IU is perhaps dehnedlearning compelencies 
he most challenging part as 

well. Areas with a large number nificantly based on 540 com-

of OOSC are identified and the 

trios, and spend 70 per cent of school. Teaching and learn-

ing have to be purposeful for 

he learner so it equips every 
srudent with the knowledge, 
understanding and capaci-
ies to be acuve participants 

petencies and 10 steps acrosS in forming the future and in 

building resilient communities 

their time doing exercises that 

Deparument of School Educa-

In all, the programme is sig 

Volunteers) and the printing catchment area of the Gran hve grades and four subjects. 

Panchayat Samiti in that area The competencies and the able to address the issues that 

is defined. The Kadam Teacher 

starts with a door-to-door 

corresponding exercises are face humanity today. NGOs 

organised in a logically pro- ike Humana People to People the state took off during the 

second year of the project. 

By July 2019, the project had 
enrolled over 40,000 children OOSC in the catchment area of 

household survey, mapping al gressive manner so that the demonstrate that issues relat-

programme. With the Right of Children 

to Free and Compulsory Edu- and successfully mainstreamed 

cation Act (RTE) in 2009, an over 34,000 children, after 

idea emerged for developing closing their learning gaps. 

a pedagogical and operational An assessment of the main-

children learn by constructing ing to OOSC and foundational 

learning can be addressed sub-new knowledge based on the 

ises the chidren and the par- previous one, and moving at stantialy through public-pri 

ents to enroll in the school. The their own pace up through the vate partnerships. 

the school. The teacher mobil-

school allocates a class-room, desired competencies and the Views expressed, are personal 
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Holistic approach 
for education revamp 

BKP SINHA 

Holistic education is the only way to bring about a lasting change, in 
Tact it is the only way that can change the world for the better 

-elson Mandela has 

N rightly said, that, 
Education is the most 
powertul weapon we 

can use t0 change the world". It 
is a stairway to the growth and 

development of humankind. The 
right to education must be uni-
versal so that everyone can pur-
sue a better future. However, the 
right to education is not only the 
right to access education but 
also about receiving quality edu-
cation. 

Quality education fosters the 
knowledge, skills, and values 
required to create a fairer and 

sustainable world. 
According to Education 
nternational and the Association 
for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development, quality education 
is one that focuses on the child's 

more 

untangle and work within the 
complexities of life on Earth. 

Integration of education 
nitive, regardless of gender, race, for sustainable development 
ethnicity, socioeconomic status or (ESD) into teaching and learn-
geographic location. We now ing can help in the realization 
realized that education alone will of quality education, which is 
not lead to a sustainable future, critical to flfilling many of the 

thérefore, learning about sus-sustainable development goals 
tainable development (SD) is (SDGs). It is also essential for 

necessary. Target 4.7 in the 2030 addressing other key issues, 
Agenda for SD, emphasizes the including, wasteful consump 
importance of transformative tion, biodiversity conserva-
education- that promotes global tion, and waste management. 
citizenship, sustainable develop- ESD is an interdisciplinary 

field that integrates concepts 

equality, peace, and cultural diver from multiple disciplines to 

understand how natural and 

It is a holistic approach and man-made processes interact 
is often depicted as three overlap with each other and ultimate-
ping circles: ecological, social, and ly affect the various biomes on 

economic- to demonstrate the the planet. Adopting a wide 
interplay between all parts of life range of participatory method-

ologies in education, is essen-

sideration to find lasting prosper- tial to change the behaviors 

and equip the current and 
directional approach towards sus- future generations with the 

tainability based on our predispo- knowledge and skills they 

purpose of education -nurtur first education policy of the 

ing responsible citizens who 21st century, which aims to 
can work together to solve align the education system 
complex ecological, social and with SDGs and make educa-
economic issues. Thus, work- tion holistic, inclusive, mul-

ing on collaborative learning tidisciplinary, learner-cen-
projects at an early age can tric, inquiry-driven and expe-
boost their confidence and riential. It will hopefully shift 
help them develop critical humanity back onto the right 

thinking, positive interdepen- path of development and 
dence, diverse understanding secure the future for the com-

along with various other social ing generations. Although, 
skills such as leadership, deci- the successful implementa-
sion-making, communication, tion of this policy will not 
trust-building, conflict man- only diversify India's global 
agement, and a sense of own- image but also make the edu-

EMERGING ership. Integration of ESD at all cation system at par with the 
levels requires a systemic best in the world. Our collec 

CHALLENGES change in all kinds of text- tive responsibility to improve 

Overall development- social, emo 
tional, mental, physical and cog-

ment, human rights, gender 

Sity. 

SUCH AS CLIMATE books, including science, the quality of education is 
math, social sciences, human- essential for achieving the 

CHANGE, ities, etc. Only a few degree ambitions of Agenda 2030. 

programs in India provide However, "we stand now 
PANDEMICS, AND students with employable where two roads diverge. But and the need for their equal con-

DISRUPTIVE sklls. However, emerging chal- unlike the roads in Robert 
lenges such as climate change, Frost's familiar poem, they 

TECHNOLOGIES pandemics, and disruptive are not equally fair. The roaa 

Sn1 comprehend basic prin- need to shape a sustainable WILL NECESSITATE echnologies will necessitate a weeualy tair. The road 
technologies will necessitate a we have long been traveln 
workforce with crosS-discipli- is deceptively easy, a smootn 

ity. But we generally have a uni-

ciples of ecology, one must think future. These methodologies 

holistically about relationships, will allow them to develop 

connectedness, and context to problem-solving, interdisci-

realize the intricate interdepen- plinary, and systemic thinking 
dence and often unpredictable skills, which will help them 

dynamics of ecological, social, and learn, how to think rather than 

A WORKFORCE nary skills. superhighway on which we 
but Teaching ESD requires progress with grea peed, 

WITH CROSS- knowledge of several disci- at its end lies disaster The 
plines that is generally other fork of the road the 

DISCIPLINARY beyond the teachers exper one less traveled by - offers 
RY 

SKILLS tise. Reforms of this magni- our last, our only chance to 

tude however, will not be reach a destination that 
possible without effective assures the preservation or 
policies, operational frame- the earth." 
works, political will, financial (The author is an advisor 
assistance and stakeholders to Amity School of Natural 
cooperation. 
Education Policy 2020 is the Development, Uttar Pradesh) 

'what to think within the con-
economic systems. This shit of 
focus from analytical thinking text of sustainability. 

(parts) to contextual thinking In collaborative learning 
(whole) is a prerequisite for build- students in small groups workk 

ing a more resiliernt world. It is together on a common goal to 

regarded as a critical ability in seek understanding and solu-

education as it enables students to tions. It fultills the primary 

National Resources and Sustainable 
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School amalgamation 
The State government's move to close down and amalga-mate 2,500 schools has met with stiff opposition from differ-

ent quarters. The three main grounds cited for the closure 
or amalgamation of schoóls concerns existence of schools in 
close proximity, poor enrolment and non-performance. While 
the first two factórs sound logical-even though the trend of 
poor enrolment can be addressed through an appropriate 
mechanism- the move to close down schools due to their 
poor performance is questionable. The State government is 
mandated precisely with the task of running these schools 
professionally and inprove their functioning in the event of 
unsatisfactory performance by the students. Closing down 
a school just because it is performing below par cannot be 
the answer to the problem. Schools are inalienably linked to 
the development of human resource and taking recourseto 
the easiest way of closing down a school just because it is not 
performing well in terms of results cannot be acceptable. It 
is for the State government, the education department in 
particular, to assess the situation and identify the ills behind 
the bad showing by such schools. The next step is to follow 
up with the required interventions to put the schools back 
on the rails. Indeed, the plummeting standards of govern-
ment-run schools have emerged as a serious issue with 
wider implications for our social ife that has been left un 
addressed. The government schools that were once syn-
onymous with quality education witnessed a downward slide 
since the 1990s. The period also coincided with a growing 
penchant for English medium education among the State's 
middle class. The slump suffered by government schools 
continued, and their qualitative aspects-the real test of any 
education system- have not witnessed any improvement 
despite interventions like the Sarba Shiksha Abhijan. 

The falling standards of school education have been laid 
bare by various periodical assessments every year So, some-
thing is drastically wrong with the manner in which educa-

tion is being imparted to our schoolchildren. While a lot is 
often said about infrastructure and economic constraints of 

our schools, what has not got adequate highlight is the total 
lack of discipline in many of our educational institutions. 
When teachers' attendance is highly irregular, it does not 
merit any surprise that the students should also be exhibit-

ing a similar trend in attendance. Unless teachers treat their 

job of teaching as something sacrosanct and deliver profes-
sionally, it will be difícult to stem the rot in our government 
schools. The State Govt, too, has to play an equally impor 

tant part in making the schools function professionally and 

with accountability. Itis apparent that this crucial aspect has 

continuously been ignored by the government, allowing the 

schools to fall into an abyss. We have seen how a near 

impossible tumaround has been achieved in New Delhi 

where Govt schools have been brought back from the brink 

due to the pragmatism and sincerity of purpose exhibited 

by the AAP governiment. We need a similar approach by the 

Assam Govt to bail out the ailing school education sector. 
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The wrong kind 
of clean-up 

Undoing the rot in India's sports governance 
requires work at the bottom of the pyramid 

Code or the Olympic Charter. However, the 
way in whichthese athletes are to be chosen 
(and in the case of the AllFF, the fact that they 
were identified according to criteria spec-
fied by the committee of administrators), 
and the sheer proportion of athletes that 
Would populate the general bodies of these 
organisations lead to questions being asked, 
and not just from those enforcing the FlFA 
Statutes. Unless there is a change in course, 

MUCH OFTHE recentaction in Indian sports scrutiny of the International Olympic 
hasbeeninthe courts instead of onthecourts. Committee regarding compliance with the 

NANDAN KAMATH 
-

Thejudicialpushfor refoms in various sport- Olympic Charter is inevitable. 
ingbodies-football, hockey, table tennis and Placing a large number of athletes di-
the Indian OlympicAssociation-has under- rectly into the general bodies and boards of 

standably received mixed reactions. There federations was an approach thatthe courts 
has been hope and opkmism on one hand, and their committees of administrators 
and confusion, disruption, and a FIFA suspen- jumped on. With elections to be held, the un-
sion on the other. The battle is not new and derlyingpremise was that athletes were not the judiciary is not the ideal arbiter of sports adequately represented in the electoral col-

govemance standards. But here we are and, leges and that only such a radical reform 
frankly, if you leave the goal scoring to the would ensure representation of their voice. 
goalkeepers you shouldn't complain about As the saying goes, if you aren't at the table, 

you are probably on the menu. It is a differ-
At the heart of the controversy are dif- ent matter that these athletes have been 

fering conceptions of what"democratic" de- alienated rom administration since the days 
Cision-making in federations looks like, the of their youth and have little experience in 

the quality of their finish. 

challenge of overly entrenched interest sports governance 
groups in governance structures, and the be The Olympic Charter has a provision for 
lief that athletes must be given a powerful the election of athlete representatives as 

voice in sports administration. These issues members of the National Olympic 
converge on the questions of who should be Committee and their boards. This involves 
members of sports federations and have the the creadon of federaion-recognised athlete 
right to vote in and stand for elections in membership bodies that include both active 

and recently-retired athletes with the right 
The autonomy of international and na- to vote their representatives into member-

tional sports federations is a vital pillarof the ship and federation posts. It sets aminimumn 
sports movement. This status enables sports oftwoathletes as members and one as an ex-
bodies to act independently through their ecutive committee member of the National 
own democratic structures, free from gov- Olympic Committee (thatis, the l0AJbut has 

these bodies. 

enmental and external infiuence,. Without noupper limit for either. 
this protection, their decision-making might Athletes might end up as effective sports 
be subjected to political and other consider administrators. There is anequal chance that 
ations and this would make it challenging for theywill not. Their eminence on the playing 
them to give Sporting interests the primacy field does not increase the odds of them be 

ing in either bucket. While "correcting" the 
That said, autonomy is not the antithesis rot in Indian sports govemance, "quick fix+ 

of public accountability. The latter becomes solutions might further muddy the waters. 
Vital when federations acting as monopolies Workisneeded from the bottom of the pyra-
and monopsonies are carying out what are mid-to reconstitute district and state bod-
public functions". This has led tovarious na- jes that feed into the national sports gover 
Tional legal systems brnging regulaions to nance pyramid. The focus of reform efforts 
enforce theirnotion of good governance. The must be on training sports governors and ad-
Indian version is the National Sports ministrators, both athletes and non-athletes. 
Development Code, 2011, fondly known as Every district, state and national sports body 

must have athlete commissions and athlete 

thatis essential. 

the Sports Code. 
The Sports Code assembles dozens of representation of such bodies embedded in 

gvenmentnofications isSued over a few decision-making in reasonable numbers. It 
decades, and interpreingits provisions is not is attractive to start with refomms at the top. 
a task for the fainthearted. Its contents have However, as we have seen repeatedly, the 
been recognised by courts as administrat+ve quality at the top ot the sports Pyramid, be it 
directions that are binding on federaions.lIt of athletes or administrators, depends en-
provides the minimum standards that a tirely on what emerges from the bottom. 
Sports body must complywith to retain the With the 10A judgment holding that the 
sports ministry's annual recognition. Such Sports Code provisions are applicable right 

recognition enables it to continue to enjoy down the sports pyramid, the wind is cer-
the privileges that come with this designa- tainly blowing in this direction. 
tion, including fielding national teams, us- These sports cases have reached our con-
ingnational symbols, and receiving govem- stituional courts after years of govemance 

lapses at the federations. More than the im-
The most controversial aspect of the ju- perfect solutions that the judges have come 

dicially diven proposal at the AlFF, also in- upwith to reorder these bodies, the inaction 
corporated into the I0Ajudgment in a simi- ofthe intemational federations and the gov-
ar form. is the nomination of 36 "eminent" emmental bodies along the way should be 
tormer players as members of the general cause for greater concem. When the institu-
body alongside the 36 representatives of the tional checks and balances of sports gover 
state football associations. In addition, the nance are notworking, not eventie mostbnl-
proposal was to have lormer athletes popu- ant eminent-athlete-administrator can be 

ment funding. 

late at least 25 per cent of the elected execu-
tive committee seats. These outcomes are 

not per se in violation of either the Sports 

expected to tum the tide 

The writer is a lawyer based in Bengaluru 
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The Telegraph 
SATURDAY 27 AUGUST 2022 vOL XLI NO.51 

A THOUSAND TONGUEs 
he Uruguayan writer, Eduardo | of, teaching in, and research on these 
Galeano, had said, "The world | languages have amplified the existen-
is diminished when it loses its tial threat. Large-scale migration fromn 

human sayings, just as when it loses 
its diversity of plants and beasts." tions in the bond between a language 
Language, the cornerstone of cul1 
ture and civilisation, is essential to 
the preservation of memory and the 
history of communities, even the na- | revealed that people- mostly indige 
tion. Therefore, its preservation, as nous communities -often shun their Galeano urged, is crucial. In a first-of-
its-kind endeavour, Belvedere House, 
on the National Library campus, 
would open a museum dedicated to India's multilingual heritage with the 
languages-the Museum of Word or 
Shabdlok-in an attempt to trace the 
evolution of the 22 official Indian lan-

language zones is leading to disrup-

and its speakers. An uneven- dis-

criminatory-cultural ambience has 
added to the challenge. Surveys have 

mother tongues because of a fear of 
being discriminated against. 

A new shadow has fallen over 

political ascendancy of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party whose leaders-the 
Union home minister is among them 

guages and major inguistic trends in |- have repeatedly endorsed the im-
an interactive way. Its 
principal aim would be 
to preserve the illustri-
ous history of languag-

position of Hindi. While 
the Museum of 

The revival of Word can help preserve 
endangered 
heritage, protection is 
not enough. What the 

nation's language poli-

inguistic es, scripts and literature dying languages 
must take as well as focus on the 

contributions of promi-
nent scholars, poets and 
writers. Hearteningly, 
the history of the print-
ing press and public li-
braries would also come 

precedence over 
the preservation of y must endorse, along 

with the preservation of 
dialects, is their prolif-
eration. This must also 

their histories 

be a democratic enter-
prise. So not just Sanskrit and other 
classical tongues but also the cause of 
indigenous languages must be pushed 
by encouraging native speakers and 
weeding out cultural or political dis-
crimination on the basis of language. 
Educational institutions must be given 
the autonomy to choose a third, or 
even fourth, language for teaching de-
pending on demand and demography. 
Multiculturalism has many benefits. 

ous languages are threatened with ex- | Apartfrom fostering a sense of mutual 

under the ambit of preservation. The 
project would balance the old with the 
new: the curatorial team is expected to 
include augmented and virtual reality 
tools, graphic walls, interactive games 
along with artefacts like manuscripts 
and replicas of historical objects to en-
hance the museum experience. 

The initiative is welcome. But there 
is also a concern. The museum of lan-
guages is taking shape even as numer-

tinction. Nearly 400 of India's 850-odd 
languages are considered endangered; 
around 250 languages have been lost 

respect- the glue to a federation-
the plurality of languages is attractive 
to economic capital. Therefore, lan since 1961; another 400 will perish in | guages must be allowed to live, within the next 50 years. The fall in the use and without protected spaces. 
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IN PERSPECTIVE 

Timetotake apage 
out of Delhibook 

students. Of these, Bengaluru 

Urban has 1403 schools while 
Bengaluru Rural has 1,203. A 
'School Development & Mon-
itoring Committee' (SDMC) 
to ensure the development of 

Whyis there a 
vast difference in 
the approach to 

overhaulinggovt 
schools in Delhi and The principal hasbeen 

is appointed 
instituted. 

the 
secretary of the SDMC and is 

expected to ensure community 

ownership and participation 

Karnataka? 

PRIYAN R NAIK in education with nine memn-

bership positions reserved for 
twas rather ironic _that parents of children studying in 

when The New York Times that school. 
Lwas featuring how Delhi 

was overhauling its education schools in the Doddaballapura 
system and fixing its schools, talukofBengaluru Rural district 
Bengalury schools were in the-government higher primary 
news for Skipping the national school in Beedikere village and 

anthem!There can beno excuse another at Shivapura- both 
fordisrespecting Indiasnation- conducting classes from pri 
al symbols or ignoring the state mary classes to standard VI1, 

governmene's mandate to instil 80 odd enthusiastic students 
nationalism among students. in each school were all eager to 
However, why is there such a work in the computer labora 
vast ditference in the approach tory. In the heartland of Dod-to overhauling government daballapura taluk, surrounded 
schoolsin Delhiand Karnataka? by fields, accessed by a narrow 

Not too long ago, Delhi's macadam road with no traffic 2,400-oddgovernmentschools formilesaround, pincipal M H 
had a reputation for decrepit Mangala Kumari was leading a 
buildings, mismanagement, teamoffive teachers with infec 
demotivated teachers and a tious enthusiasm. 

When I visited two remote 

lack of functioning tolet fa-
cilities. Filthy bathrooms and meant students had to gather 
heated ceilingsin summermade under a neem tree to study, 
attending school a nightmare. before a company located in 
Absenteeteachers, who mostly the Doddaballapura industrial 
spent their time knitting sweat belt provided funding under 
ers whenever present in class, its Corporate Socia Responsi-populated Delhi government bility programme and donated 
schools, better known for their classrooms with green boards, 
dismalresultsintheschoolleav- acomputer laboratory,a dining 
ing examinations. 

Delhi committed crores of served and amulti-purpose au rupees to overhaul its schools, ditorium, and aneat toilet block. 
design new curriculum, and 
focus on improving day-to-day installed to cater to the lighting8 
operations. Used to a stagnant and power needs of the com 
system, school commmittees and puter laboratory, students' play 

teacher groups were provided area, water purifñers and kitch-
a platformto air their concerns, en equipment. Significantly, hire teachers, seek budgetary the teaching staff was made re 

sanctions, makenew purchases sponsiblefortheupkeepofthese 
and undertake repairS. Iraining facilities. Fortuitous circum-sessions were held for the exist stances had made the schools a 
ing lot of 13,000 odd teachers rolemodelofsorts withparents 
who were encouraged to build queuing up for admissions like 

personal equations with stu- Delhi. 
dents and to find out if they had 

problems at home. Teachers the schools in Karnataka? The 
were evendeputed for advanced SDMC policy notwithstanding, 
training at world-class institu- the zing is missing in Karnata-

tionsinLondon and Singapore. ka. Despite an increased allo-
Results improved with stu- cation for education from 1% dents securing 100%% results in to 12% for the 2022-23 period, their scho0l leaving examina it required funding rom a cor 

tions. Rundown classrooms, poratebenefactor to ensure the 
falsified records and stinkang infrastrucrure needs of the two 
toilets gradually began to be schools in Doddaballapura ta-
replaced with new classrooms, luk.Evennow, refreshercourse 
laboratories,racks for athletics material, softskill training, hap-
and a newly developed curricu PY and mindfulness training. 

um. Private conipanies were telling stories to riends, listein-
enlisted toclean scho0ls, reired ing to each other, and connect 
defence personnel were hired ingwith nature are other ideas as caretalkers, freeing up prin waiting to be borrowed romn 
Cipals lor acadeic work. Stu- DelhigOvernment schools. 

dent-teacher ratüos improved Education is lastproving to be 
and schools now had a surplus an election-winning issue. But ofstudentsseekingadmissions. it would be wrong to liold the 
Althouglh a work in progress, futureol our young generauon 

Delhiseducaion systemseenis toransom 
to be working with otlier state All good ideas nust be wel-

governments, like Telungaa coed, studied and adopted irr 
and Tamil Nadu, wanting to respectiveotpolivcalattiiaüon. adopt the Delhinodel'. 

Karnataka's Departinent of generaion is tooprecious to b* 
Prinary and Secondary Ed sKrilicrdat the altwr ofcomet 
calion overnees 4H,6l5 gov itive politics 

eret prinary scliools id (T7te wrter isfornier Exrutnr 
5,240 governenthighsclhools Dirrctor and Menber, Boarl ef 
providing cducation to 50 luklh Duectors, BEMU) 6Y2/C 

Not so long ago, classes 

hall where midday meals are 

Rooftop solar panels were 

But what about the rest of 

The lutunr of hdias younger 
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Campus& Career NEW DELHI, TU 

Vew demands 
on the Edtech 
Secto2° n th2e 
new nOrmal 

Online mentorship systems are different from that of today. It will 

presently in high demand owing to 

the potential of one-on-one learn-
ing experiences with improved 

exploration and employment secu-
rity during their learning term. 

ASHISH KHARE approach to education and technol 
ogy in which organizations use tech-

nology to curate high-quality and 

individualized learning experiences 
at low-cost in order to make educa-

ion more egalitarian and inclusive. 

Everything from the addictive app 

on your smartphone to the new- is evolving, with online apps and 

normal classroom fits under the 

broad umbrella of Ed-tech. 

According to Technavio, the journey. With the conviction that 

Ed-tech market was valued at $2 bil-

lion in 2021. Though, the industry 

has growm significantly in size over 

amount of time and attention we 

focus on technology that did not 

exist a few years ago, as well as ones 
that have yet to be invented. In the 

Scenario, coding will be crucial in 

bringing about revolutionary trans-

formation as a new normal. 
The education sector is steadily 

evolving, and e-learning pro-
grammes, in particular, have made 

studying more convenient and 

accessible. Students may now learn 

devote to our smart gadgets keeps us 

engaged and helps to evolve further. 
uring the pandemic, every 
sector in India experi-
enced the greatest disrup-
tion, and education was 

no exception to it. Education is no 

longer restricted to traditional class-

rooms. The government's limits and 
tight safety measures have prepared 

the way for new-age pedagogies 
such as online education. The 

Covid-19 pandemic supported the 

edtech sector's potential growth, 

D Online Mentorship Programme 
Nowadays, with the advance-

ment of digital technology, the era New Demand in the New Normnal 
The thriving ed-tech industry 

benefited both students and 
investors, while also increasing job 
opportunities. As more e-learning 
businesses emerge, teachers and at their own pace, according to their 

other staf are in high demand. As a 

consequence, India's skilled youth 
have several chances to teach, study, 
and make money. The new demand 
that is emerging in the new normal to reskill and upskil 

is the development of life-skills. Ed-
tech is emphasizing life skills mentorship platforms in India that 

through online classes. 

Public speaking is the most 

sought-after life skill among parents. 
Communication skills are a critical 

21st-century talent that is intimately 
related to professional success. Par. 

ents want their children to learm to 

read with comprehension, creative 
writing. phonics, and grammar. Fur-

platforms such as mentorship assist 
ing customers of all ages on their 

mentor-mentee relationships have 
the power to alter lives and close 

skill gaps sustainably. 
Scholars, who choose to take 

JEE, NEBT, GATE, or UPSC exams 

own talents, and about anything 
they desire, thanks to the online 
platform. This is the ideal approach 
to learning since it allows students 

resulting in massive recruiting how the last decade. In the next 10 years, 

ever, experts predict that with the 

opening of schools, this upward 
trend will likely consolidate. 

However, one positive by-prod-
uct of these disruptions has been 
the wilingness of all stakeholders, 

Such as schools, coaching institutes, 

students, and teachers, to adopt the 

digital style of learning, resulting ín 

the ed-tech boom of today. The ouf. 
break has significantly altered the 

way we teach and learn, resulting in 

the use of modern technology, 
increased revenue, and jobs. 

Ed-tech: An essential for today's 
era ed-tech is a collaborative 

it is expected to grow to $30 billion. 

Technology advancement has online save money on transporta 

played a significant role in trans-

forming as it has paved the way for 

ed-tech. Now, ed-tech platforms not 

only assist scholars in development, 
however, also facilitate benefits for 

professionals to begin or restart 

their careers by upskilling their 
knowledge in a variety of fields. 

Overall, technology plays an 

essential role in upskiling the pro-
fessionals in today's world. Because 
we are nowa technology-dependent 
generation, our lives and studies 

revolve around technology. The 

tion, hotels, meals, and other 
expenses. They also don't have to 

think about changing their base 

Students can have a certain level of 
flexibility in their schedules due to 
the availability of recorded lectures, 

which are normally unavailable in 

the offline format. 
Students of all ages can now 

prepare for competitive or tradition-

al exams at their own speed and 
have access to their test results in 

comparison to other students thermore, the workforce of the 

through quantitative data analysis. 

There are a myriad of online 

provide effective programmes and 

assist in the creation of successfu 

education models by combining 
novel pedagogies and techniques. 

As a result, the new demand will 

hasten the growth trajectory of ed-
tech in the new normal. 

The wrlter Is chief executlve officer& 
founder Mentorkart- Edtech and 

twenty-first century will be vastly mentoring platform 

Ii's lime to qet serious about plau 
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LEARN EARLY 
he Kerala High Court has directed the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Education and the 

state government to make it mandatory 
for every school in the state to include a preven-
tion-oriented programme on sexual abuse in the 
curriculum. The court was hearing the bail ap-
plication of a 22-year-old man accused of raping 
a 15-year-old girl and pointed out that "aware-
ness of the consequences of sexual offences" can 

prevent their occurrence. The ambit of the said 
consequences' merits discussion. Merely edu-
cating children about the punishment for sexual 
abuse might not be enough to curtail such crimes 
because a sense of entitlement and impunity is 

bred into male children from an early age given 
the patriarchal nature of the family. The social 
stigma attached to rape, which places the shame 
squarely on the shoulders of the victim, ensures 

that few children, or even adults at times, speak up 
about abuse. Worryingly, existing awareness pro 
grammes that teach children to differentiate be-
tween 'good touch' and 'bad touch' are not enough: 
the judge concurred with this assessment. No less 
than the Supreme Courthas underlined on several 
occasions that child sexual abuse need not include 
physical contact. There is the additional challenge 
of ignorance. A 2022 survey by OutLawed India 
shows that only 36% of schools have told students 
about the Protectionof Children from Sexual Offe-
nces Act, and 33.9% of schools have conducted 
workshops on sexual abuse. Worse, sex education 
in India focuses on what not to do instead of equip-
ping children and young adults with knowledge 
about sexuality. A 2020 report by the National Hu-

man Rights Commission dwelt on the rise in cases 
where parents misuse laws- sexual activity with 
anyone below 18 years of age is illegal in India-to 
punish consensual sex between young adults. 

The responsibility of curtailing sexual crime 

should be a shared, institutional commitment. A 
study led by the Center for Criminology and Pub-

lic Policy shows that the training that is available 
to police officers investigating child sexual abuse 
is inadequate at best and counterproductive at 

worst. It also noted that it is challenging to achieve 
conviction in cases where the accused is a family 
member and that victims from economically dis-
advantaged sections are more vulnerable to coer 
cion. The battle against sexual crime must, there-

fore, be fought at multiple tiers, involving educa-
tional institutions, the police, the courts and, most 

importantly, society. TA3o 
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DluatES, CCOlT DuCuSSt Council (MESC) 

Leveraging technology for large-scale 
assessment and improved learning outcomes 

Using principles of behav-
ioural sciences, learners are 

given nudges to perform incre-

mentally better (reinforcing 
good behaviour and perform-
ance). They are also encouraged 
to maintain their "streak" - a 

term given to a sequence of con 
secutive good achievements. 

Technology can be used for 
instantaneous 

types of assessments are created 
within a question bank and 
exam management system. The 

questions are tagged to diffi 
culty levels, Bloom's taxonomy 
(a codification of cognitive 
skills), and the ideal time 
required to solve among other 
parameters. 

The exams can also be con-
figured to be linear or random-
ized, time-bound and with 
defined schedules. The evalua-

Seethaprasad Mandikel 
evaluation, 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

Large-scale assessments (LSA) 
are tests, or other data collec-
tion processes. conducted 
simultaneously on large num-
bers of students. Frequently, 
these assessments are used to 

enhancing engagement, identi-
fying knowledge gaps, and facil 
itating deeper learning. With 
the use of technology, educators 

may now conduct instant 
assessments and other forms of 
real-time evaluations to gauge 
their students' understanding as 
they go. A teacher's ability to 
cater to each student's individ-

measure student accomplish-
ment for educational accounta-
bility, in which the system or 
persons within the system are 

held accountable for student 
performance. 

LSAs are demonstrated to be 
the ideal method for obtaining 
pertinent information regarding 
student progress or perform-
ance as well as interest levels. 

In the End... 
As a result, we can say that tech 
nology is radically altering how 
students study for tests and 

ual needs depends on his or her 
ability to diagnose each stu-
dent's specific learning deficien-
cies quickly and accurately. 

Teachers 
attempted to satisfy the require-
ments of all their students, 
meticulously setting and copy-
ing evaluations for different 
kids based on their skills, in rec-
ognition of the fact that every-
one learns somewhat differ-

tion mechanisms include auto-
mated scoring of many types of 
questions and scoring or grad-
ing by a teacher. 

Once administered, the 
Learning Management System 
(LMS) captures a lot of data on 
the learner responses. It then 
tabulates, 

exams. 

It is indisputable that today's 
youngsters face an overwhelm-
ing number of exams designed 
to determine their careers, espe 
cially if they are interested in 
disciplines like engineering 
management, or other highly 

presents this data, and gener- competitive fields. As competi-
tion increases for prestigious 

for the learner to use to improve jobs and schools, these assess-
ments take on even greater 
importance for both children 
and their families. It's encourag-
ing to see more and more online 
education providers step up to 
help students improve their 
test-taking skills, get a sneak 
peek at their projected scores, 

and select the best universities 

have long 

Additionally, it helps in assess-
ing how well they are learning. 
Such formative assessments 
provide feedback and act as an 
input to tailor their lesson plans 
based on each student's level of 

analyzes, and 

ates specific recommendations 
ently. 

This procedure is signifi-
cantly simplified by classroom-
designed technology. By prop-
erly assessing students, learners 
are less likely to grow dissatis-
fied and disengaged and more bilities and the way the 
likely to achieve success. 

During the pandemic, the 
shift to tech-based learning was 
rapid. Students enrolled in 
cloud-based learning programs 
had greater leeway in determin-
ing when and where they com-
plete assignments and exams. 
With just a reliable internet 
connection and a smartphone 
or gadget, learners were able to 
make the most of their time 
learning and assessments 

accomplishment viz: persona 
lised learning path, reinforcing 
the effectiveness of both teach-

learning. 
Systems can use artificial 

intelligence for the presentation 
of exam questions. Systems get 
a better picture of student capa-ing and learning. 

The outcomes of such evalua-
tions can be used to provide 
constructive criticism to stu-

attempts are done. Such sys-
tems are also able to orchestrate 
the teaching-learning interac-
tion with the learner in a 
dynamic manner, resulting in 
personalized adaptive learning 
to address the unique needs of 
each learner. 

dents, shape their education, 
and set new goals. for them. 

Opportunities 
The National Education Policy 
2020 emphasizes .the unique 
requirements of each student. I 
seeks to give students access to 
an education of the highest cali-
bre. A flexible and adaptive edu-
cation system that can fulfil the 
expectations of both students online. This new-found system 
and the economy is another 
goal of the policy. which 
attempts to establish such a sys-
tem. Certainly, to coincide with 
the NEP 2020, it's important to Assessment Technologies 
ramp up the assessment proc 
esses as well. 

Technology is undeniably 
both the present and the future. 
In general, tech-enabled teach-
ing and assessment tools have 
enormous promise for a variety 
of uses, particularly in an era 
where most of the world's popu-
lation is adapting to a hybrid 
mode of learning. From teach-
ing aids and supervision to the 
evaluation of papers for various 
examinations conducted on a 
large scale, the uses will con-
tinue to expand. 

Using the data collected with 
assessments, many Learning 
Management Systems alsoo 
employ gamification in various 
assessments to engage the 
learner better and motivate the 
learner to perform better. Gam-
ification involves using game-
based elements such as points. 
badges, leaderboards, streaks, 
increasing levels of challenge, 
and peer competition or team-
work on tasks. 

has broken mindsets and is 
leading new experimentations 
of pedagogy as well. 

Assessment technologies today 
are very advanced. Various 

The author is Founder &CEO, Tri-

Byte Technologies 

M-
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Breaking the mould in learning. 
Shreya Basu 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

Every day when school gets over 
in a government primary school 
located in a small village in 
Uttarakhand, students of the 5th 
grade have the responsibility to 
fold the carpets, keep the black-
boards inside and to lock the 
doors. I noticed, that out of the 7 
students who were in fifth 

grade, it was always the two 
girls wh0 did the final checks, 
the locking and the keeping of 
things aside, while the five boys 
were the first to run home. The 
girls didn't seem to mind this, 
and I had a conversation with 
the school teacher and pointed The burden of emotional labour in schools falls on girls 
this out, to which she said, "but 

girls are inherently more enough to tackleimplicit reiterated how angry they felt 
responsible about such things, 
this is their nature'. 

FILE/HT 

biases? In the same primary when their mothers asked themn 
school where I had the chance to help out in domestic duties 

This conversation with the of teaching for a year, I used to and not their brothers, or how 
school teacher reminded me of notice that girls of a higher it's their schooling/needs that 
an excerpt from Professor grade, usually grades 4 and 5, are cut down and not their 
Krishna Kumar's lecture titled 
Education and Girlhood' where younger siblings and, on occa hardship'. 
he compares the societal under-
standing of girlhood to a mould in the middle of school to tend the effect of an unbiased and 

used for metal casting and says to their younger siblings, when fearless environment, and how 

"The term 'girlhood' refers to 
the culturaly crafted mould Strangely enough this responsi their observations, ideas, and 

s used for imprinting the mind of bility was never assigned to the 
the female child from the earli- boys and they seemed to be una social or economic divide. My 
est stage of life" and truly as a ware of this conundrumn. 

SOciety we have conditioned 

ourselves to look at 'childhood girls about this societal norm. having regular dialogue with 
and 'girlhood' with two separate 
lenses. 

were expected to look after their brothers during any financial 

sions, had to even go back homne These examples demonstrate 

the parents were not at home. children are able to articulate 

opinions surpassing any kind of 

own school expetience gave me 
insights into the importance of When I spoke to some of the 

one of them shared very openly students where students picked 
that she doesn't like leaving up many nuances of their every-

In her seminal work titled school but her whole family day lives and were eager to 
Understanding Gender Kamla expects her to look after her share their thoughts. 
Bhasin has referred to gender as younger sibling. When asked for 

a an analytical tool to understand a reason, she noted that she zenship. Preeti Saha talks about 
social realities with regard to hadn't spoken about this gender 

women and men. The way We 

e, perceive these realties often fessed that no one had ever School where students of Grade 
on result in the acknowledgment, asked her. These implicit expec 7 did a study in their neighbour-
in acceptance and practice of vary tation are the same for a lot of 
sh ing degrees of gender inequali-

ties in all spheres of life. PeT 

In Weaving the fabric of citi-

an activity conducted by Heri-
divide before and simply con- tage Xperiential Learning 

hood to examine the eficacy of 
the implementation of the laws 

are simply assumed and no one and provisions as enshrined in 
occasions, where gender roles 

ly haps the solution towards elimi- really asks the child what she the Constitution related to liveli-
ill nating these inequalities lies in wants or how she feels. hood, education and health and 

making an early intervention. 
A study conducted in 315 students and listening to their like poverty, equity and gender. The importance of including their relation to social issues 15 

id 

i government sch0ols of Haryana thoughts might sound like the 

by Breakthrough and Abdul most easiest and logical thing to 
Is Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab do, however, it is often ignored 

as J-PAL). during 2014-2016, con-
cluded that there can be a sig 

fnificant change in discrimina-
tory attitude if gender sensitisa-
tion starts early. 

This insight is a hopeful indi- teacher creating an environ-
cation towards the idea that a ment through activities that classroom can be a good place invoke the consciousness and nothing. 
to start discussing gender and empathy in students, qualities 

its nuances 
The idea of the gender equal societal injustices. 

ity in India is slowly gaining 
traction and has been acknowl- Getting familiar with our fun-
edged by the Hon'ble Prime damental rights' mentions his 
Minster of India. as a "crucial experience of talking about the 

parameter of unity" in his Constitution and undamental 
speech for the 76th Independ- rights with children from rural 
ence Day and while a change in Bihar and how that conversa-
the curriculum and an early 
intervention are helpful steps expressing incidents of injustice 
taken towards the mitigation of that they have faced. 
blatant divides, would they be 

by teachers, schools, parents 
and by our communities at 
large. A crucial element of fos-
tering agency in students also adults, we tend to dismiss the 
lies in the school with the 

Based on the data gathered the 
students spent time under-
standing the framework of 
designing an effective campaign 
to bring about change. 

On many occasions, as 

perspective of children under 
the pretext that we perhaps 
know better or that they know 

However, Ithink it may be 
which can help in identifying time for us to step up and snap 

out of the illusion of having ail 
the answers and acept all the 
help we can get, especially the 
ones we can nurture and 

Vikas Sharma's article titled 

develop with the students of our 
society, in order to address the 

roadblocks created by societal 
inequalities. 

tion led to a lot of children 

The author is Manager, Policy and 

Research, Government Relations, 
He mentions how a few girls Teach For India 
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A fifty-year blueprint for 
public education in India 

begns), speclnl and inclustve leadiny the adminlstration. 
eucatlon, technology in educn-
toin, acnitnistratlon of educatlom 
SVslem ete. 

Ramesh Balasundaram 
letters@hindustantimes com Reformss 

To serve the requirements of 

hlgh quality school educatlon, 
today's nodel of dcveloping 
teachers ln a few months alter a 
poor quality program is unten 
ble. It is important that every 

of cducation goals, process and Teacher Education Institution is 
situated inn a multdisciplinary 

rent vlew of the parents that edu- Universlty that provides the ben-
cation ls nierely n pussport lor efit of inputs from experts from 
tlheir chlldren for economie the discipline of soclology, phi-
developmcnt and Improving losophy, psychology, anthropol-

ogy, technology, basic sciences 
materlal galns they cnn compete etc. The process of selection of 

with has to dranmatically change. Administrative Service/Bureau-
Wlille educatlon would develop crats should move away Irom 
life skills that would enable chil- the existing convention that is 
dren to earn livelihood, It would followed (Through a Vertical/ E 

understood and planned for. It twenty five year phases) vision also empower them to do that in Lateral Transfer from another ho 

a responsible manner preserving Ministry/Department alone) to sta 

specific persons who have an us 

understanding of the domain 

A nation's enduring future hin-
ges on education. Education is 

the cornerstone of national reju-
venation and social progress and 
a fundamental way to improve 
the refinement of citizens and 

Developing perspectlve 
among stakeholders 
It ls plvotal that the schools and 
the parents have a shared vlew 

promote their all-round develop-
ment, bearing the hope of mil-
ions of families for a better lite. 
Education must be strengthened 
ifa nation is to prosper. 

Giving priority to developing 
education and raising its levelof 
modernisation are key to attain ing the goal of building a societN in an all-rOund way and making 

ncdaa prosperous, strong. dem We need to plan and prepare for the India of2072 

assessment of children. The cur 

tlheir social status through the 

FILE/HT 

ocratic, culturally advanced and 
a harmonious country. 

The destiny of our nation rests therefore requires a long-term that is politicaly understood and 
on educatkon. People across the vision on the part of a nation as nation are duty-bound to rei- well as willingness amongst the 

magine education and rejuve various stakeholders to address nate education. Education devel some fundamental issues and 
opment thus should always be thus recommend that we craft a to achieve quality in education sibility of educating thetr chil-
put in a prioritised position in 50year plan to reimagine educa 
the agenda of the State and the 
Centre. In line with the require-
ments to reach out to moderni 
sation. the world, and the future, 
and to meet the demands for 
building a desirable society in an 
all-round way. it is imperative 
that we regard the blossoming of 

Our people as a fundamental 
mission. We need to draw 

strength from reforms and inno 
vation, improve education 
equity. cary out quality-oriented 
education in a holistic way. Also, 
we need to push forward scien 

tific education development 
from a new historical starting 
point and accelerate our transi-
don from an education service 
provider to being an education 
superpower; from a human 
resources provider to a humarn 

resources superpower. Only 
thus can we make still greater 
Contribuons to the great rejuve-
natdon of the our beloved nation 
and the advancement of human 

backed. 
Such vision and agenda has to and independent thinking. Par 

transcend beyond petty politics ents will have to glve up their and appreciate the nuances of 
and has to be pursued. All efforts thoughts that the entire respon-

their valucs, culture, sensitivities 

h 

change while keeping the eyes us 
set on the long term change that the 
is envisioned. would come to crashing down if dren has to be with the school. 

we fail to create institutions that They have to accept an impor-
continually develop top class 
cducation professionals and 
practitioners of adequate num- a culture at home that is suppor 

bers. 
Irrespective of the political goals of education as the schools which is dynamic and real time Ur 

party in power or bureaucrat 

leading the administration. polit 
ical will has to manifest in sev-

esu 

tion and change the face of Pub-
lic Education in India 

To enable this, we need to 

SO 

tant role in supporting the edu- Center for Educational 

cation from their homes through 
Ou 

Data and Statistics 
We nced to establish a Center for lerm 

Educational Data and Statistics, 

ane 

plan for the India of 2072. 

roughly wo quarter centuries 
from now, about the kind of edu-
cation that are we likely to need. 
keeping in mind that by then we 
will be, by far, the most populous 
country in the world., our citi-
zens will be all literate, Indians 
will have a much better life ing necessary budgets and 

expectancy. 
Our economy will be amongst 

the top 3 or 4 in the world and 
we thus need to plan to ensure 
our education system is 

equipped to both produce citi-
zens for India and for the world. 

Our intent and action regard-
ing the education policies will and unwavering commitment to tific temper etc. are just not 

thus need to be a result of at least 

five decades of systematic, 
mostly intentional, development Developing competent 
that will go on to create a culture 

of diversity, trust, and respect 
within the society in general, and 
within our education system in if we fail to create institutions 

particular. 
While the education sector class education professionals of selves need an urgent overhaul world in every possible way. 

has been grounded on equal adequate numbers. 
opportunities for al, equitable 

tive and enabling for the same 

strive for. and will be the nodal agency for 

collecting and analysing dataa 
related to education. (Students, 
Schools, Teachers, etc). This 

Bha 

an= 

Examination reforms 
Since the examinations prima-

SOC 

eral ways that could include rad-
ical reforms in policies, provid-

wo 
rily focus on "rote memorisa- body will need to collect, collate, 

analyse, and report statistics on res 
the condition of education in 

per 
tion" that is what the teachers 

resburces, ruthless (and yet sen- and students too focus for prepa-

sitive) execution of policies 
through effective involvement of 
stakeholders and the will to affective and psycho-motor 
make decisions that will be the 
blueprint for the future of India. 

Here are some of the focus 

acce 

India; conduct and publish 
focus on education goals in the reports; and review and report ties 

on educational activities locally 

ration. As a result, there is no ing 

hap 
domain. Areas such as empathy, and nationally. With this we will nati 

not be left making decisions care, sensitivity, team work, 
understanding, analysis, synthe-
sis, independent thinking, scien-

ma 
based on dated information and 
will be able to make quick deci-
sions based on hard data that 

areas that need consistent work gove 
by 

aligns with the ambitious goals 
Student assessment must be a that we have set for ourselves as 

reimagine education tested. Lau 

(J-P-
CIuc continuous and comprehensive 

process vs the current one-time 

a nation. 

people in education 
All efforts to achieve quality in 
education would come to naught 

A nation that would be of nifi 
process. Several processes must close to 2 billion people - con 

be deployed as relevant for the tributing to-20% of world's pop-
competency to be assessed and ulation by 2072 - India has to 

tory 
tion 

civilisation as whole. 
With new National Education 

Policy setting the framework for 
lifelong education which when 
applied will mean that all people 
should be taught what they want distribution of resources rather universities that develop top 
to learn. excel at what they learn, than competition. intensive early notch professionals in education Political will 
and put what they have learned interventions for prevention, who can build capacity in the The nation has to have a long- world. With the human resour 
into use ata pace they are com- and building gradual trust education functionaries of gov 
fortable with, the ability to shap among education practitioners, ernment and the school system. into five, ten, fifteen, twenty five being the largest and lasting 
ing our nation through an edu-
cational process which is long 
term and steady and what could much needed change and cata-
be a relatively slow process (the 
effect of which might not be 
experienced by people within a 
generation or two) has to be 

that continually develop top the assessment methods them- lead the way for the rest of the cati-
clas 

to align with assessing learning My personal belief is that this to s 

Each state must have multiple and not to assess memory/recal. kind of educational reforms its n 
would create a strong founda 
tion for our society and for the ty 

trac-
term (at least fifty years - broken ces, knowledge poer and by edg-

Min 
We need experts in the areas of years' phases) vision that is polit denmocratic nation in the worldpard especially teachers. 

To really bring about the curriculum, classroom transac- ically understood and backed. the only hope we have for such a sped 
tions, leadership of educational Such vision and agenda has to Bharat in 2072- is our education ence 

put us to where we would like to institutions, teacher education, transcend beyond petty politics system. 
be the nation has to have a assessment and examination, and has to be pursued irrespec 
long-term (at least fifty years -

broken into five, ten, fifteen, 

the 

inte 
take 

director, Bal Utsav blat: 
founder a pre-school education (where the tive of which political party is in 

development of the child realy power and which bureaucrat is 
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generation or two) has to be broken into tive., ten, fitteen, developnment of the child really power and which bureaucrat is director, Bal Utsav 

The importance of apps in the process of teaching-learning 
Monica Malhotra Kandhari technology and continued withWhen we saw the harm it knowledge. We have seen that once the real 

isation hit that there was no the process of education inipar-
tation. The learning apps were 
one of the key components of 
educational technology that 
helped learners bridge the gap 
in that regard. 
Online learning apps are easy 

to access, meaning students can 
learn at their own pace. These 
apps provide a great way for 
students to access information 
on any topic. They offer interac 

was causing our kids by halting 
their education, we realised its 

severity. However, we overcame 

this to a huge extent with the 
help of online education apps. 

These learning apps consti 
tute a significant component of 
the future of education. 

Since they are flexible and 
can be accessed anytime, any 
where, their demand increased 
exponentially during the pan- nor the children are used to points to help make a strong 

demic. An important factor that employing apps for learning 
has contributed to the growing 
demand for learning apps is the 
availability of high-quality aca-

demic materials from educators 
all around the world. 

letters@hindustantimes.com The Untold Challenges 
Even though there are remarka-
ble prospects for educational 
apps, the road has not been all 

rosy. A lot of challenges have 
come along the path. One of the 
first challenges has been with 
respect to operating the applica-
tions. In most cases, neither the 
teaching staff nor the parents 

clarity as to when the pandemic 
would end, both the learners 
and the educators became more 

It's a constant fact that educa-
tion is the most powerful tool 
that one can have to be success 
ful in life. How much success 

accepting of the idea of bringing 
in a technological aid in the 
form of learning apps to supple-
ment the traditional teaching 
methods. 

one gains depends on how this 
tool is used. 

The coronavirus pandemic, 
however, has seriously crippled 
the education system in the last 
two years. As a result of this cri-
sis, millions of kids around the tive tutorials, vide0s, online 
world were unable to attend courses, live sessions, and more 
school. 

As the various stakeholders 

Even the app developers 
began working on the weak 

place for the learning apps in 

the market. 
for all types of academic sub-
jects. 

As the world shut down, edu-
cation endured through the use 
of learning apps. 

As stated earlier, the pan-
demic was a global catastrophe 
that killed millions of people 
and disrupted the lives of bil-
lions. In time, we have gained a 
better understanding of its 
impact on society. 

purposes. 
Secondly, most learning apps 

offer informal learning, and the 
contents are majorly scattered 
and not in sync with the class 
room teachings. 

Besides, the inability to sup-
port various content types has 
also turned out to be a major 
challenge for the apps. 

Ideally. if learning apps are 

designed in such a way that they 
offer ease of access, support var 
ious media types, have a well 
built content plan, and enable 
easy communication between 
teachers and parents, it can help 
make a special place for learn-
ing apps in the education world 
by overcoming the challenges. 

work to address challenges and 
plug the gap, some underlying 
vulnerabilities in the education These apps help keep stu-

dents up-to-date and ensure 
that they don't fall behind in 
their academic endeavours. The 

system have become apparent 
However, as time has shown, 
we, as humans, have persevered 

by being adaptive. 
Nothing stopped us. We 

changed the way education is 
conducted. We made use of 

aim is to enable learners to gain 
a distinct edge with the help of 
blended learning, i.e., through 
textbookS plus app-based 

Overcoming the 
Challenges The author is D, MBD group 

ML 
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