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India's decline on 
HDIisworrying 

Mhe latest Human Development Index (HDI) for 
2021 has come as a disappointment for Indiaas the 
country's position has fallen by two ranks from 130 

to 132 out of 191 countries. Its HDI value stood at 0.633 
during 2021, which was lower than the world average of 
0.732. The HDI score has declined for two consecutive 
years for the first time in three decades. That is a matter 
of concernbecause HDIisthe bestmeasure available now 
of human welfare and quality of life expressed in terms 
other than money and material possessions. It indicates 
the essential requirement of development as expressed 
by longevity, health, standard of life and education, and 
sothe indexgives a picture of the relative achievement of 
countries on these parameters.Life expectancy, years of 
schooling, expected years of schooling, and the gross na-
tional income per capita are used to calculate the index. 

India's poor rank shows how the country's resources 
arenot used well to promote welfare and quality of life of 
its people. The quality of life is bestjudged by life expec-
tancy, health, literacy, etc., of the people. The quantum 
ofnationalincome and the GDP donot measure welfare, 
and their grOwth does not ensure betterment of welfare 
or real human developnment. It is only when resources 

are utilised equitably to improve 
the qualityof life that development 
gets a human dimension. India has 

lagged in this, and its position has 
slipped in therecentpast. This is ei-
ther because policy priorities have 
changedor policies, evenifthey are 
right, are not being inmplemented 
well. The country's position is also 
near the bottom on other indica-

Indla has fallen 
in rank; nelgh 

bours have 
fared better 

tors like the Global Hunger Index 
which have an impact on the HDI 
performance. 

It is true that the drop in India's 
scoreisnot exceptional. Most coun 

tries have seen a decline in human development during 
the Covid period. Otherreasons like climate change also 
had an impact. But India's position has seen a decline in 
relation to other countries. Countries like Bangladesh, 
Bhutan and Sri Lanka are placed above India in the in-
dex. The UNDP representative in India Shoko Nada has 
said that it only showed that other countries had done 
better than India. The report has recommended that 
India should prioritise and adopt policies thatwillhelp to 
improve its performance in human development. It also 
noted that therewas a considerable increase in allocation 
for socialprotectionin the last two years. But much more 
is needed to stop the decline and inmprove the country's position. India's poor performance sets the world back 
because of the large population of the country. oafsl8 
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INTENTIONS AND REALITY 

Decoding PM-SHRI 
The scheme secks to apprehensions about the NEP, which already fragmented public school sys 

any analytical mind wouldindeed have. tem. Any brainstorming on education 
These 12 states have almost 50% of the veers toward how bad the situation is arm-twist states to adopt 

NEP 2020 in its'entirety'; totalnumber of 'blocks'in India, which - from dilapidated buildings. absent 

worse, ifimplemented, it 
will create a hierarchy of blocks approximately, and the sch0ols weare to resolve these issues by picking 

is the basis for selection/geo-tagging of teachers, irrelevant syllabi, to no sep the school for PM-SHRI. These 3,000 arate washrooms for girls and s0 on. If 

there, will not be able to benefit from upa selected few thousand schools for 
PM-SHRI as the respective state/UT funding, we will end up creating islands 

government is not willing to sign up within the school system, and we will 
to implementing the NEP in its entire tendto evolve more stringent'checks' in 
ty. This amounts to arm-twisting the the system. But as the rising number of 

schools 

NAVNEET SHARMA 

Nhe National Education Policy states, whichare always in need of funds private schools tells us, the moment the 
is already 'revolutionising' the for their schools. Education is still on poorbecome somewhat less poor, they country's education sector, and the Concurrent List, and these kind of opt for priv 

whatsoever was lacking in this trans- am-twisting does not go well with the will thus end up just creating another 
formation will now be taken care of by country'sfederal structure. the PM-SHRI (PM-ScHools for Rising 
India). This scheme attempts to be the 
guiding force for the nationwide imple-
mentation of the NEP. Learning may 
beagradual process but education as a 
sector is in a hurry. This hurriedly cob 
bled up scheme defies any understand-
ing of the economics and sociology of 
education. 

e schools. The PM-S RI 

wedge, and the poor and the poorer will 
merely be left vying for admission of 
their wards in the respective economic 
category of schools. 

The scheme promises to adopt a 

'saturation approach' to develop the 
selected schools with all modern facil-
ities, perhaps meaning to assert that 
these sch0ols would be so developed 
that there would be nothing more left 
to do for their further development. 
However, in the discourse of education, 
educational saturation is not taken as 

The scheme, announced with gran-
deur, as every scheme is these days, 
envisages that 14,500 schools across 
the country are to be developed as PM-
SHRI schools to present a model for 
other schools to follow, and they would 
be mentored to showcase all compo-
nents of NEP 2020.This large number schools to create and nurture holistic to the grassroots-level understanding of schools, although still only 1.4% of all and wel-rounded individuals equipped ofeducation and schooling thegovermment schools in the country, with key 21st century skills is full of in 
is to present an example of 21st-centu consistencies and inherent contradic- lum Framework 2005, and state cur ryschooling. At this speed of upgrada- ions. The teachers, the curriculum, riculum frameworks, already suggest 
tion of schools, by simple calculation, it dhe textbooks of state-run/local bod-
would take at least another 72 years to ies-managed schools are controlled by play/toy-based inquiry, discovery-or upgrade all 1.32 million schools in the the respective SCERTs, school boards, ented, learner-centric pedagogy 
country, provided we do not open any and service rules of the respective Similarly, the emphasis on the moth-
more schools in that period. 

The big economics behind this also and altered to abide by the NEP's stip- of ICT are other suggestions that have 

a positive attribute. Of course, it is too 
much to expect that education policies 
being developed by bureaucrats and 

The roadmap of the PM-SHRI technocrats should be able to respond 

The progressive National Curricu 

more experiential, holisic, integrated, 

state. How these will be manoeuvred er-tongue and on learning with the aid 

makes it grand. It is asserted that the ulations is not spelt out in the scheme. been there for years, if not decades 
central government will spend 66% of How, for instance, will the 'one nation, 
this ks 27.360crore scheme that is, the one pedagogy' aspiration of the NEP vaive pedagogy is now being brought 
cEntralgovernment willspend Rs 18,128 beimplemented without restructuring about is hard to fathom 
crore on these 14,500 schools in five the different curricula that obtain in the 
years. By simple calculation, it is stated states? 
that selected schools will get around Rs 
25 lakh each per year irom the central schools, during the process of selec 

gvernnentr's colflers as annual schout ion and during implennenting PM lyucal on our civilisational ethas and 
ants, srience kits, strengthenng of Si, would be assessed with specilic to be ware of their responsibilities 
nirastructurr. etc But thevem lics 4 key dcators beng developed by the toward ution budding Wuuldnt ths 
ratrh ite that te participatng'l Sehool Qualey Assessnent Franie goal be servet ondy if all choots acruss 
will be ehgitlr only whcn the state/UT work (S9A) The Cenue has tuned the cvutry are treatest eyualy, p 
wieie i1 is lucatcd tigns a icnor an a blind eye to the contusiOn and chaus cially wheu ttese goals are already pat 

dum of undertanding (Moll) with the caused by the National Assesstnent of NEP 2020 and the upeumng NCF 

centralgvetient, agr ceng to imple 
met NEP mib'entirety 

Now, all tthc states/UT of the Uuon are nnore vulnerable to givung to the casing andereating eemplaus wul only 
of India have not agreed to adopr the demands of SQAF This will revive 'n detcat the sea uf cvmnon suhoolng 

NEPin its cntuety. Thesc arc 12 states, prtor ruy un the whools agau 

including Delhi, thal have a non BJP 
government and these have very valid other hierarchy of schools withn the /nuverty of tlimuchul Prudesh) 

now. What new innovation and inno 

What is to be new in these sehools is 
that the students are to be rooted n the 

The scheme also stipulates that krnowledge and heritage of lndia and 
are expected to be proud ot (not ana 

and Accreditation Council (NAAC) for 2023 Phckung and chewioiig a few thou 
higher educaton ustitutions Schuxls sandsechuools russ the nation tor shuw 

ald axces> tu quality eluxatiot tor all 

The wruer teuches ut the Centrul This will also invarLably create an 
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Edit Page THE ECONOMIC TIMES I NEW DELHI/GURGAON I FRIDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 202X 

Conducting the postponed 2021 exercise can only provide rich data to aid critical policy options 

Enough Delaying the Census 
groundwork. This is a gigantic oper-
ation that will involve nearly 30 lakh 
enumerators and supervisors to tra-
ck some 135 crore people across the 
country. Yet, there seems to be none 
of thenecessary underpinnings, such 
as we saw in 2001 and 2011. Therefore, 
one worries whether the census will 
be at all conducted in 2023. 

INDIA'S POPULATION 4RG TE 
1384 958916 

DATE 11 MOTH R2013 

Omkar GOSwami LetmemOve ontoaset of concerns: 
Most importantly, there is a very 

his is an appeal to Gol to strong reputational issue. Come hail 
conduct the delayed 2021 or high water, we have conducted 14 
census as SOon as possible, successive synchronous decennial 
with sound reasoms as to censuses since 1881 To not conduct 
why thismust be done-not. the 2021 census in 2023 will be a serio 

just for the benefit of demographers us negative signal for the govern-
ment-0ne that will alow commen-and social scientists, but for all citi-

zens to numericaly understand the tators to say that the census was not 
this government 

redacross India between 2011 andnow.. does not want such data to be made 
significant changes that have occur- carrie be cau 

First, somefacts. Thefirstsynchro-
nous decennial census of British Ind-
ia was conducted in 1881. Since then, 
this enormous task was carried out 
every10years: 1891, 1901, 1911, 1921, 1981 economy today --has published no That is not all. The household survey 
and 1941 under the British raj. Note large-scale household and popula in the census provides the only com-
that the 1921 census occurred when 
India was still suffering from the af-
tereffects of the great influenza epi- decided to withhold results of the ments, including various assets and ed with Lebanon, which has not had 
demicthatkilled 12-13million people, large-scale all-India Household Con amenities available to each house a census since 1932, or Afghanistan 
and the 1941 census was conducted 
despite World War 2. 

available. The government does not 
need this opprobrium. 
It is a sad fact that India --by far They're still waiting 
the fastest-growing large emerging 

cennial censuses. India has been one 
of the leaders in the field with 14 de 

tion data worth the name since the prehensive nationwide household cennial censuses since 1881. Let this 
2011 census. In November 2019, Gol data on housing and human settle chain not break. Let us not be lump-

sumer Expenditure Survey (HCES) hold in India. This is a treasure trove without a census for four decades; or 
for 2017-18. The last such survey that of information to frame detailed go- the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Uzbekistan, Madagascar or Ethiopia 
that hasn't conducted one since the 
1990s. Wedon't deserve this ignominy 

At the cost of repeating, the repu-

we have now is for 2011-12, which is vernment policy and interventions 
more thana decade old. Yes, there ha-How Have We Grown 

Decennial census continued after In- ve been two National Family Health ne PictUre in Numbers 
dependence with the first one in 1951, 
followed by six successive censuses and NFHS-5(2019-21). Though useful, censuses, as well as NFHS-5, have tation of this government is at stake 
ending in 2011. Understandably Cov these are not substitutes to the cen- shown that while India is growing in Onedoesn't want to be the dispensati-
id-19 delayed the 2021 census. Howev. sus, or even the HCEs. 
e, wearenow in September 2022with There is absolutely no alternative and amenities, there are significant decennial census after a steady run 
no serious overhang of Covid. 

For climatic and logistic reasons, vidual of the country is enumerated, ern. western and southern parts of 
the decennial censustypically is con- and data on age, sex, marital status, 
ducted in February with a revisional fertility, religion, whether scheduled 

round in March. For that to occur in caste or tribe, mother tongue, litera-
2023, one should already have wit- cy and educational level, economic thelevel of districts and tehsils. This governance. Indeed, muchof the data 
nessed a huge amount of pre-census activity and migration are colected. 

Surveys (NFHS): NFHS4 (2015-16) Here is anexample. The 2001 and 201 

terms of access to household assets on that scrapped India'ssynchronous 

to the nationwide census. Each indi- spatial disparities between north of 130 years. And one shouldn't let all 
manner of Machiavellian reasons be 
ascribed to it for doing so. Moreover, 

eastern and northeastern India, on there isabsolutely nothing in the cen 
the other. The censuses peg these to susresults that can be detrimental to 

India, on the one hand, and central, 

is rich data to aid critical policy op 
tions-for instance, on how to inter 
cede in the relatively worse-off regi lay in the overdue 2021 census. It beho-
ons to bring these up to par. 
The United Nations recommends 

can help Gol focus better 
Therefore, let there benofurther de 

vesneitherthis governmentnor India. 
The household survey in the census provides the only 
Comprehensive nationwide household data on housing enetat eastonce The uriter is chairperson. Corporate 
and settlements, and assets and amenities available 

every 10 years. As of date, over 150 co 
untries or areas have conducted de-

and Economic Research Group (CERG) 
Advisory 6 
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millenniumpost 
NEW DELHI| FRIDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER, 2022 

EDITORIAL 
nmwunununmumumuunmununumammmannut u 

A tangled tale 
constitutional bench of the Supreme Court, 
comprising Chief Justice UU Lalit, Justices 
Dinesh Maheshwari, S Ravindra Bhat, Bela M 

Trivedi and JB Pardiwala, is perhaps hearing 
one of the most contentious issues in the Indian socio-

political discourse- EWS quota reservations. Though 
the matter is sub-judice, the arguments by senior advo 
cates offer useful insight into the issue. It will be inter-

esting to note how the court interprets the aspects of 

affirmative action, economic grounds for reservation, 
and violation of the basic structure of the Indian Con-

stitution. On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, senior 

advocates Salman Khurshid, Ravi Verma, P VWilson, 

Gopal Sankarnarayan, among several others, argued 
against the 103ra Constitutional Amendment- through 

which EWS quota was introduced. P Wilson initiated his 
argument by borrowing William Blakes words, "One law 

for lion and ox is oPpression. Calling the 103rd Consti-

tutional Amendment a "mockery of affirmative action, 
he discarded the validity of EWS quota. Wilson also cited 

the violation of guided theory established in Nagaraj vs 
Union of India, as the amendment entirely leaves it to the 
discretion of the state" to notify who will be EWS. Fur-
thermore, given the fact that there is a lack of homogene-

ity in the EWS category, and that economic conditions of 

people may change from time to time, the ambit of EWS 
is loosely defined and is subject to fluctuations. 1here is 

a still broader question in this regard. One of the peti 
tioners on Thursday argued that "the most fundamental 
requirement for any protective reservation is discrimina-

tion. Advocate Shardan Farasat echoed the same view 

saying that reservation, as an original idea, was based 
on "anti-discrimination and cannot be granted solely 
for "anti-deprivation. This broadly sums up the inad-

equacy of economic parameters for reservation. On the 
constitutional side as well, P Wilson marked a distinc-

tion between reservation for backward classes and Ews 

quota. He argued that "as far as SC/ST/SEBCs are con-

cerned, the constitution is overseeing their reservation 

by virtue of 366(24), 366(25), 338, 340 and 341. For EWS 
there is no one wh0 would verify. It's left to the wbims 
and fancies of the executive and the State. It will destroy 

the constitution. The most contentious aspect, how 
ever, has been the violation of the 50 per cent reserva-
tion ceiling, as established by the Indira Sawhney verdict. 
Referring to clause 6- inserted after 103rd amend-

ment of Article 15, senior advocate Gopal Sankarna-
rayan remarked that the six words "in addition to the 
existing reservation- violate the basic structure of the 
constitution. Furthermore, petitioners also pointed out 

that the provisions of reservation were originaly tar 
geted towards upliftment of secluded groups. What the 
EWS quota seeks to achieve is micro-targeling at indi 
vidual level. EWS is not a homogenous group. 1hrough 
EWS quota, the focus is laid on upliftnment of individu-
als- directly or indirectly. It is pertinent here to point 

out that economic growth of citizens is subject matter 

to economic policies and performances of the govern 
ment. A tailure on this part should not be passed over to 

the legal and constitutional domain. "The missing idea of 

"historical injustice" puts EWS in an altogether different 
bracket when compared to backward classes. It is the la 
ure of the Indian state that it couldn't, even after 75 years 

of independence, bring socially discriminated sections 
at par with "oppressors and "bourgeois." This perhaps 

is the reason that reservalion remains one ol the most 
tangled tales ol Indian democracy. What the Central gov. 
ernment, through the 103rd Constitutional amendnment, 
dicd was to lurther compound the problem. Since the 
hasty passing and implementation of the amendment is a 

legislative maller, the Judiciary will avoid zeroing on this 

aspect. Also, the ground realities- wherein backward 
classes are indng thhemselves it the receivig end of dis 
proportinale advantages appropriate by affluent classes 

by the virtue ol easy to make EWS certiticatesare 

likely to be overlooked. However, at the end ot the day, it 
is left to the wisdom and interpretation of the Supreme 

Court to cone out with appropriale solutions. 
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Acting as a bridge 
By facilitating peer-guided learning, community virtual classes can plug 

the learning gap, and address inequalitics; orites Liju Varkey Jacob 
Delhi, Gurgaon and Kanpur 
were selected for the second 

Mathematics topics ranged 
from simple addition and sub-
traction to proht and loss, area 

and perimeter, among others. 

Most sessions were in the chil-

very child has the 
fundamental right 

to education, yet not 
many have the access 

to it. Around 35 per cent of 
the world's illiterate population 
resides in India. Much remains 

to be done to create a child-
friendly environment that nur-
tures education. 

phase of CVCL. 
The initiative of peer learn-

ing is aligned to the National 

Education Policy 2020, which 
mentions establishing inno-
vative models to foster peer-

tutoring 
activities. It also mentions 

dren's regional languages, to 
begin with, until they were 
able to comprehend the study 
material in English. 

The result and impact after 
three months were quite pro-
gressive. The outcome demon-
strated a 70 per cent increase 
in students who could read foundational literacy and 
and comprehend the English 
language. Around 35 per cent 

of them were able to read the 

and volunteer 

launching other programmes 
to support teachers in this 
urgent mission to promote 

In India, poor quality ot 
education is rampant and it 

leads to poor learning out 
comes. When children are 
pushed out of schools, being 

uneducated leaves them more 

vulnerable to early mar-
riage, child labour, abuse and 

numeracy during this learn-

ing crisis. 

During the school closure 
newspaper and 70 per cent due too th 

improved their competencies munity virtual learning has 
in simple arithmetic. 

This goes a long way to 
show how the right platforms 
and guidance can help stu-

dents improve their skills. 
The success of this pilot 

ndemic, com-

violence. 
been an innovative method to Children belonging to low-

income families often cannot ensure continuity of education 
for the most vulnerable chil-
dren who do not have access to 
online devices for education. 

afford to take special guidance Peer learning needs to be embedded into the pedagogy 

sessions, which may directly 
affect the child's academic 
performance, leading to an pandemic, by September 2020, 
increased chance of dropping schools had remained closed 
out of school and never re- for nearly six months. The first 

entering the education system. three months of the 2020 lock-

Peer tutoring, in such cases, 
can be a blessing for these chil-

dren where their classmates, 
who perform well in academ-
ics, help them achieve bet- August and September, schools 
ter results. Peer tutoring is a continued to be closed. Pro-

proven technique supported longed proximity forced fam-

by many areas of research. 
Between 2014 and 2020, 

the percentage of students in childrens education. 

Class 3 in government schools 
in Karnatalka who could read 
Class 1 text dropped to 24.2 inluence students' achieve 
per cent from 41 per cent, ments. Research shows that conferencing platform and fol-

according to a report by ASER, 
a research organisation. 

The ratio of students who outcomes between private and COVID-19 protocols, classes 

could recognise double-digit government school children 

numbers slid to 60 per cent disappear. 
from 75 per cent, it added. 

Quality deficiency is not strongly correlated to greater 

limited to Karnataka. The learning opportunities and dents from less-privileged 

learning levels of children are 

an indicator of the effective-

During the COVID-19 cation, World Vision India During the 

pandemic, 
community 
virtual learning 
has served as 

focused on ensuring that the 
education of the vulnerable intervention was due to peer 

children does not suffer. 
World Vision India col-

It may be reasonable to 
conclude that peer learning 
has an important role to play learning. It allowed students 

to use their knowledge for a in primary school education. 
down were perceived as sum- laborated with Global Indian meaningful social experience There is a need to ensure that 

mer holidays. 
However, through the Singapore and piloted Com- force their learning by review-

monsoon months of July, munity Virtual Class Learn-

International School (GIIS), and enabled the tutors to rein- peer learning is more effective 
in classroom contexts and that 

an innovative 
method 

education is not just an activity 
that takes place in a group but 
as a group activity. 

To have maximum impact, 
it is clear that peer learning 
needs to be embedded into 

the pedagogy and planning 
in school curriculum areas. 
Therefore, there is a need to 
include professional develop-
ment programmes to enhance 

eachers' pedagogy in using 

peer-learning strategies. 
A key advantage of CVCL 

is that self-learning and 
teacher / peer-guided modal-
ities can be combined within 

the same model. 

ing and reformulating their 
ing (CVCL) for 20 students of understanding. 
Classes 4 and 5 aged 8-13 years 
from two schools in Agra and 

Chennai. 

Tutees gained one-on-one 
attention. Both tutors and 
tutees gained self-confidence, 
the tutor by seeing self-com-

hours commenced from Octo petence in their ability to help 
ber 7, 2020 to December 30, someone and the tutee by 

receiving positive reinforce-

to ensure 
continuity of 
education 
for the most 

ilies to consider how to deal 
with discontinuity in their One class per week tor two 

It is well established that 

home factors significantly 2020. 
vulnerable Through the ZOOM video ment from peers. 

children Students in India also 
interacted with their in-house 
peers and learned from each 
other without much supervi-
sion, creating an environment 
of open communication that is 
important tor learning. 

This type of learning pro-
cess tends to enhance 'deep 
learning. In this, information 
is retained in memory for a 
longer term, rather than 'sur-
face learning, where informa-
tion tends to dissipate quickly 
from memory in the normal 
way of class teaching. 

Based on this successful 

when family characteristics are 
controlled, most differences in ing and government-enforced 

lowing proper social distanc-

were initiated with the sup-

port of the school management 
using laptops and projectors. 

For CVCL, vulnerable stu-
Family resources are 

There is an enormous 

yearning tor education among 

many children and their fami-
lies because they are deprived 

of quality learning. 
We need to remember 

support for children- choice communities were identified 
of school, enrollment in tuition for age-appropriate learn-

classes, access to more learning ing and skills. Then, the best 
material and possible learning ways to tutor and help them 

Support at home. 

In India, these inequalities 
are profound and widespread l1 and 12 facilitated CVCL and 
and over time have remained tutored the students in English 

a chronic characteristic of the 

Indian social fabric. 

ness and productivity of the 

education system. 
There is little doubt that improve were outlined. 

GIIS students from Classes poor reading ability in pri-

mary schooling also retlects 

the below-par ability of chil-
dren to understand textbooks 

of higher standards, as the cur-

riculum becomes increasingly 
ambitious and texts become 

and plun tor these vulnerable 

and marginalised children. 

The post COVID-19 recovery 
period presents an opportunity 

to make education systems 
more equitable and unclusive. 

Hope lives on. 
Views expressed are personal 

As the country was brac-
ing itself to navigale through tenses to poems, letter writing 
the pandemics impact on edu- nd storytelling. 

and mathematics. The English 

language topics taught ranged 
from alphabets, nouns and 

pilot programme, the proj-
ect was scled up to include 
more schools in 2021. Approx-
imately 200 children from 10 
schools in Agra, Chennai, 

DTE 

complex in more than one way. 
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Government Schools 
Afundamental flaw in our education system is the lack of a wel-defined purpose. Ideally, 
the education system should turn out well-qualified individuals, who would effortlessly slip into 
any specific skill set, rather, our education system churns out a crop of literate, but 
not educated, graduates and post-graduates 

eir assigned roles. Sadly, in India, students get degrees, not accompanied by 

radbapMat 
RiShng lnelia 

PM-SHRIYOJA 
0S for 

Yojana. First off the mark was peon's son, ent to the same ered about the adverse impact on 
Alew days ago, on Teach- Delhi CM, Arvind Kejriwal, who Government school, where prac 

depatr questioned the upgradation of tically no fees were charged. The lost. Til now, the onlysignifñicant 
departure irom the only 14,500 schools out ol the same was true ot universities, step 1or relorm ol education, 

usual empty sermonis nearly 10 lakh Government Sch- medical colleges and engineering aken by the Governnent was tne 
ing. Prime Minister Modi ools in the country, pointing out colleges; once you got admissiOn, ugnt to Eaucauon ct wnIcn was announced that 14,500 schools that at this rate, it would take 100 the least Ol your worries was pay voclerousiy esistecu oy pivae across the country will be devel years to reform all Government ng for your education. 
oped and upgraded in the next schools. 

five years, under the Pradhan 
Mantri Schools for Rising India CM volunteered his govern- mary cducation. Amost unaani-
(PM-sHRI) Yojana, at a cost of ment's co-operation for country- mously, in the 1960s, all State economy of the world; surely, we 
Rs.27,360 crore. This initiative wide reform of school education Governments decided that Eng- can hire ad-hoc volunteers to 
has not come a day too soon; on a shoe-string budget. In sh shoud no longer be taugnt in cary 1orwara government recent assessments by Nauonal response, the Union Minister tor primary schools. English, howev schem 
Achievement Survey and Annual Education pointed out that Delhi er, contünued as the language ol teaching or establish some good 
Status of Education Report, have schools lagged behind the high society, business, and sch0ols. 
found the level of learning ol prl- naüonal average in the Nauonal tinance, as also of prestigious While committing thousands mary and middle students to be Assessment Survey, Last heard, examinations like IAS and NDA. 
extremely poor. Assessments by the Delhi Commis 
states such as Assanm confirm his sion for Protection 
linding. 

But by some unexplained (DCPCR) had issued 
miracle, despite poor learning in a notice to the BJP. 
primary and middle schools, controlled Munici-
hardly any child fails in the tenth pal Corporation of and twelfth Boards. Rather, mil Delhi (MCD), seek-
lions ol children score more than ihg an explanution 
per cent marks, B0ard results 0Athe "poor per 
0r Z022 Were inexplhcably better formance of prima-

han tiose ol pre-Covid times, ry schools. For good 

Even when there was no clas- measure, DCPCR 

room eaCing 

schools. luy, no signiti Slowly, the system disinte cant benetit has accrued irom the 
As a counter-offer, the Delhi grated. 1The first casualty was pri- ight to Education Act, even after 

leading 

of crores 1or the aevop t o 
Quite naturally, PM-SHRI schools, 

pulled their ch 
ment may be well ern 

dren o ensure that GoverD ea to of Chlld Rights 

dren out of Gov- are not used lor exXUraneousPur ernment schools. poses. This would 
Secondary educa- ralse the standard of Governinent 
tion wasthe next Schools. Also, Imost schools retlect 
VICtim. lhitany, he peISOnality oOL 
euch State hud aa measuro worth trying is tos Secondary Educa appoint able and mottvated perk tion Board and sons, Wiuh sufficient inanclal and there was healthy isranve powers, as heads competition bet- ol Government schools. 
ween varlous State 

Education Boards. caucauon system ls the lack 
Slowly, the system well-detined purpose. Ideally, the 
degenerated with cducauon system should urn out 
the education ma- well-qualified individuals, who 

mancaly 

OEVENDRA 
SAKSENA 

soraered an 
wever, examinatlons lIke nguiry into the The wrlter l 

A fundamental flaw in our 
the JE 
ror to such stellar 'Derfor poor quality of Princlpal Chlef Commissloner 

the cut-off marks for JEE-Adv. schools, Meanwhile 
anced 2022 were a mere 15 per the Tamil Nadu CM 
cent, and only the topper got 90 grave issues with 
per cent. The IIT's started admlt Educaion Policy (because of lan. uy, Cxumnatuon assigned roles. 

g Stuaenis wiuh low marks in guage), launched the Schools of Rih pant 
018, Wnen they iad to reduce Excellence and Model Schools notorio uespread degrees, not acco 
cut-Oll marks by 10 per ceni, at Scheme, which is broudly based Durents sCalina wall . pecic skil set, rather, our p 

the command of he MInlstry ol 0n iniuatuves ol uie AAP gOVeTn- neit wards wore puDsnddOr terate, but not educated. luman Resource Development, ment oI Delhl. 
So thal avallable seats could be 
lled up. Such Instances reln- slons have lorced poliucluns ol Tunbling 1o unswer basic ques- bor of 'oducated' unemplad 

lorce the corncluslon thut educa- , all hues to promlse educatlonal tlons, went viral. 
tlonal standards have been dellb- relorm, wlilch muy b0 good news 

erately lowered to conceal the rot lor Uhe comminon man. Howover, bonra ad nOt lag Dohina; one large. One often comes across the 
in the educatlonal system. 

The reason lor poor learning neglect Dy successive 8ovom Out wne e Governen8ot OI post-graduates and MBAS 

outcomcs ls not lar to seck; Gov- nents was responsible 1or ho rot tou81n wiu) thu copyig mallus. vylng for menlal Governme 

ernment SChools wliich teach tie in lhe educatlonal system. 
maximum number ol students, 

C of Income Tax 

CM, who has ia displacinS genuine education- would eltoruessly slip into their 

Sadly, In India, students get 

ompanied 

O Uhe AAP govern- their wards wore publih uon systenm churns out a e 
This notorloty 

Tobably, electoral compul- when vldeos of Bihar topDers l nd post-graduates. Probably, electoral compul when vldoos ol Dnar toppesesnuy, ve have a large num-

mployed Wo ard u problem tor them-
Tho onco rospeciod U Seives, ns well us tor dhe soclety at 

Voters siould never lorgot that sxn ol no Oxaminees dropped 
eayng Spectacle ol hundreds 

ment Morcover, I110st State Bourds ure Jobs; m 
Governneni Schools, Whiclh prone to chango helr syllabus for educatian BO abroad 

re in ternlnal decay. According nll poliucau parues ure suddeny d toachE POicies Wih Cauon ln other countries provides edu. 

o he ONESCO report, "State ol urylng to relorm, were establlshed change ln Government. Because Jobs. 
he Educatlon Report lor Indlu: by uhe Brlush, ln ommonweal O sucn aoclenclCs, caucuted Educadon not belng a priori 
No Teachers, No Class," L.l laklh counirles, Including Inaia, n Uhe purens Wary o uu n8 tor any Government, beyond 

chol had only one teucher, late nneteenth century, Those thelr chlldren In Stute Bourd lip-service, budgetarys 
ihd lakh teaching posltlons schools named, ulter Brltlsh sehools, resulting in a decllne ln lhave held back educatlan 

s wte ViCnt. (ovennent sch monarchs Uke VIctotlu, Bdward the quality ot GOvernment Sch- relorms; Central and State 
DO,parllculutly in vlages, were or GeoTge, were imodest by mod 0ols/State Bourds. 
ably understallod wltli a en standards, but provided 
ngle leat lhet teuching two or excelent educatlon. and Ill the tninont selhools are uggravuted agalnst u goal ol 6 per cent iae 

he lusseh ol disintetested eurly nneteen seventies, Were theby the tyrany ot local udmnls down in the 1960s and relteratd 
children, In a slngle classton. 

Additlonally, thie Biillsh- etu 
buldng ol most Giovennent mgs, the mch-reviled Brltisli-eta wlheevet the Covetnent needs ed cost. the Government wans 

Schools wee o longer habltable rdut atlon system was sucesul exiu lanpower Government PM-StIRI »ehools to be exem-
dld most village Ciuveinment n promotlng upward moblliy, chool teachers ute calledd lor cen plurs of excellence, insplring bet. 

schools have nu unulng water, n a truly lurge scale. Muny lcor18 Sus operatlons, electlons of all twent of the emalnlng schiools 
eec reity or tolets. l'robalbly. the al odern Indu llke Preslden Kind, spreading (awareness ab lowever, teuls may be contraury 

nGovenmeni hould huve Abdu Kalun catne iron disaout ioveruent sthemes etu tu epetatdons. PMM SIIRI schoos 
uccorded the same pi loi ity tu Vantaged buckgrounds, hud thelr Goveient shool bulldungs are lik«ly to becoe slands of 
Conniruction and inyprovement rducatlon ln Goveinment scl egularly requlsltioned tor poltee ecellence m a sea ot medlocrity, 
of village nebuos, us it dld to con uols nd went on to excel ln dier deployment, elee thons and other with parents adopting all neans, 
stuctlbn of village tollels. 

Unlortunalely, u n0-holds 
bar po1uc debate Ihas Dr naCes al chiaren "ght ner of Governent proEtines. chools, Uius teachlng thhe lesson 
ken out Over the PM-SHRl irom the Collector's son to his No one'n Governiment is both of corruption to young mlnds, 

1stralnts 

Gov 
ernmens spend ornly 2.6 per cent 

Thhe problems taclng Gov ol the GDP on educatlor 

best n any distrlet. 

Desplte lts muny shorteom- GOvennnent school leachets tie ecducatlon system at a lmit. 
Iratlons, Wlilch commandeer by NEP 2020. 1loplng to reform 

chusen lields. 

system ran s0uily, In led n to swell crowds at all nun- for thelr children in PM-S1IRI 
contlngeucles. Studeits are cal laur und foul, to esure adnlsslon 
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TIMES OF INDIA ical situation. The more groups you 
ons. 2 

16.9.2022 

Reforms, Not Quotas 
Addition of castes to reserved categories means 

more claimants for a shrinking govt pie 
he Centre's decision to grant ST status to the Hattee community 

in poll-bound Himachal Pradesh and the in-trouble Jharkhand 
government's decision to expand OBC reservation to 27% are 

part of a long list of additions to official backwardness classifi-
cations. These additions don't always go smoothly, and they are also 
piling up. Hattees' demand for ST status in HP is resented by Dalits in 
the region. Gujjars in Rajasthan agitated for ST status, driven by the 
grouse that Meenas benefited from it. Now they are slotted as MBCs 
in a 5% bracket. Meanwhile, Maharashtra's OBC quota in local body 
elections has been ratified by SCafter the state satisfied the triple test 
laid dowm by the court to grantreservation. In the south, Tamil Nadu 

has has mastered this dubious game. 
From the earlierformulation of reservation 

as an exception to the norm, the exception 
has begun to dwarf the norm. EWS quota, 
currently before a constitution bench, tips 
central reservations well over the 50% line. 
And it's not just that 77% of Jharkhand's 
government jobs will now be in the reserved 
pool, many states are similarly inching 

towards the 100% mark, leavinglittle for merit. 
Many see quotas as avenues easing their access to higher 

education, employment and official schemes. That's true in a 
limited sense - because the number of government jobs, seats in 
government education institutions and even welfare schemes face 
hard budget constraints, andrelative to demand their availability is 
going down. So, more and more castes end up fighting for a shrin king pie while the one big truth about India's socio-economic 
change in the last three decades is thatreforms have pulled millions 
out of poverty. In fact, an IMFstudyrecently estimated thatabsolute poverty is history in India. Yes, there are pockets of relative 
deprivation and there is a persistentjobs problemat thelower end of 
the labour market. Neither are there enough seats in higher education. But reservations solve none of this. Social groups that 
agitate forquotas must understand this basic fact. os| 
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 

Restoringidentity 
with ourstories 

yas,is rejuvenated by books like Queen of mentalists, besides mentoring genre 
Ice by Devika Rangachiri (whose histori- writing. Natasha Sharma's historical fic-

books are key to building cal fctionaboutKashmiri Queen Didda's tionbringsalive Mughal India and her lit 
ruthlessness would put Chingez khan to erary personifications convey language 
shame)and Weedby ParoAnand (whose concepts thatarerelatable.Artadvocate 
realistic fiction about a Kashmiri child RituKhoda's foundation funds children's 
Umer, whose father became a militant, books on Indian artist lives. Rohini Nile-

kani's dual legacy with her own stories 
Authors, storytellers and filmmakers for her grandson and Pratham Books 

are calling on publishers to introduce whose innovative Storyweaver plat 
more diverse books with themes and form is a #CreadiveCommons treasure 

n political TV dramas, I like West- characters that truly reflect our diverse justwaiting to beused as levelled readers 
wing about a US president but country, unlock thetreasures ofour civili- with activities, topics.and names, thevast 

Llove Maharani about a Bihar chief sation, and offer ouryoutha balanced in- diversity of India's children canrelate to, 
minister. In books about strong women, tellectualdiet with a vision ofindia@100 tobuildecritical reading skills and recover 

High-quality Indian 

a uniquely Indian 

imagination for our 
children told the story of many Kashmiris). 

KAVITA GUPTA SABHARWAL 

Ilove Catherine the Great by RobertMas that need not be muscular but is repre- Covid learning loss. 
sie but love Palace of Ilhusions by Chitra sentative, inspiring and inclusive. 
Banerjee about Draupadi. In life advice, 

Our children's writing must continue 
India's multicultural andmultlingual to move beyond personal chronology 

I like Tolkien's Not all who wander are existencethat sits so lightly on our shoul- mythology and folk tales - these are 

lost but I love Ghalib's Gumrah to woh ders - its effortlessness is stark as the important bur inadequate to convey 
rest of the world wilts under differences the Ideas of India@75 or the hopes of 

AsI age, I realise my preferences of -owes its strength to plurality of beliefs India@100 because our children will 
ike'and'love' have more to dowith who and culture, carried in richly textured read more if the stories have characters 
Iam-my identity as an Indian-than the stories. You can't know what you don't they identify with. isues they confront 
content. In the lastfewdecades, too many know saidmyGrandfather, who wasthe at home and school, and places they re 

late to for the importance they hold in 

our past and present. Ending the gap in 

stories of 18% of the world's population 
iS needednotjust to complete the global 
narrative ofamulticultruralworld, butto 

hainjogharse nikley hinahin. 

Indian children have constructed con- family story teller. 
fused identities by reading more about 
Western Civilisations than their own. 
Thewonderfulrevolutionin Indian Chil-
dren'sliterature has the power to change 
this. Butitmust accelerate. 

African American Educator Rudine 

changeIndia's future. 

Making the profession of children's 

writing more financially sustainable 
needs more books to be sold. Our mar-

ket for children's books is insigniicant 
and dominatedby Westen itles. Chang-

Atomising families and a digital inva- ing this not onlyneeds more compelling 

Sims Bishop characterises great chil-

dren's literature as Mirrors, Windows, 

and Doors. 
Mirrorsreflecta child'sownlife experi-

ences;theybecome Windows by offering 
a view into the lives and experiences of sionare taking away stories thatwere, as storytelling, but also better production. 

others, and Doors that allow children to AKRamanujan said, justa grandmoth- better editing, betterillustraions, better 
trust their imagination and enter a dif- er away.Children's books give kids that covers, and thicker paper. 

ferent world. She says, "When children opportunity today, to see outside them-

cannot find themselves in the b0oks they selves, to grow into adults who connect chronicler with the death of David Me 

read, or the images thatthey findare dis- in meaningfül ways to other people, and Cullough who made the case for Amer 

torted or negative, they learn powerful build knowledge that bridges contexts. can history because it was "our greatest 

lessons onhowtheyare valuedin society." As author, and storyteller Kwame Alex natural resource. All healthy civilisa-

Globally, children's reading has been ander said "The mind of an adult begins ionsthinkaboutasharedidenitybut the 

homogenised; google searches for "best in the inmagination of a child. 

children's writers' only turn up white 
Writers. But the world is changing; rev- tion, children's book creators must cap-

olutions in African-American and His- ture the rich diversity of historical and lifelonglearning? ls thinking about iden 

panic literature are replacing caricatur- contemporary India, publishers must tityinreading reallyparochial? What can 

ist cultural stereotypes with stories and provide the vast fields ofhope for them to bedone to inerease the denmand for Indi 

characters that capture the complexity do their work, and teachers and parents anbooks? What can be done to increase 

and context of rich civilisations. 

India need not replace the global but riculum and conversation. The caravan Whatever else we do for India@l00, we 

to balance it, acknowledging the impact is gatheringmomentum. 

of incomplete perspectives on identities, 

role models, and confidence. India has in mystical Ladakh and magniticent 

a deep civilisation, yet too many of our Ranthambore are literature seated in ble soure of enengy and inspiration for 

children's stories lazily adopt a Western geograplhy. Bijal Vacchranjani's realistic ourchildren. 

context. Indian children's writing, start lictionand information books on saving 

ing with Ruskin Bond's wonderlul stories the planet, build knowledge on climate Schools anui (Co-FvunterefNecr 

about the idyllicromance ofour Ilimala change and inspiring ndian environ 

America recently lost a wonderful 

case forvibrant childrens literanure also 

To construct a truly Indian imagina- includes cultivating the reading habit. Is 
there any tool as powerful as reading for 

must transfer these stories through cur the supply of high quality Indian books? 

must create new shelves of ehildren's 

Deepak Dalal's adventure stories books that capture our past and present 
because b0oks aue an endessly renewa 

(7he uriter is Founder ofNeev 

Litenutune Festuul) 
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LLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN 

A 

The quiet, contemplative 

Life of a bookstore 
sales assistant 
Itis a delight to be lost among the shelves, and to touch and sniff 

the books you love. But Rashmi Vasudeva, trying her hand at 
bookselling, had not bargained for the stillness 

tis a truth universally acknowl 
edged thata bookworm in pos-
Session ot adreamy diSposition 
must want to own a bookshop. 

Jane Austen would sneer at this 

inelegant theft of her iamous opening 
une, but she would certainly approve of 

the senument behind it. 
WhenI volunteered to work at The 

Bookworm on Church Street, and 
WTITe about the expernence, it felt like 

a teenage dream coming true. I WOuld 

expernence being among books all day. , ustin urban India but also in cities like alone. People who come to bookshops 
sniff and sort them, feel their spines, and New York and London: 

ug them (all in secret, of course) 
When walked to the bookstore on STock all books.. the titles have to earn 

my furst day as a sales assistant, it was 
drizzing.I was woried the rain would 

dampen my adventure.I expected the 
store, spread over 5,500 sq ft, to be 
yawningiy empty. Who0 would slosh 
around puaaies to visit a bookstore? 

Auden fan, Istumbled on a clothbound given him knowledge and wealth. "But 
edition of hi first shelf touchedoms on the 

bookshop in London. 

many newWTIters. This doesn't happen 
Someames, customers can be crankyl.online. And you always bump into some 
one wanta paracular edinon wItn a one you know or you make new friends 

parucuarcover. omeaSk about a b0OK Decause once you are in a bookshop 

you know oniy book lovers come in 

u ourwe y natsWay tney cone n myrst aay asasales assistant, 

in Iondo 
ng oross 

wInout nowng either ES atle or its Slow-living joy 
No one understands this romance 

berter than the independent bookseller. Do they have a strategy to dealwith 
Indie bookstores don't just sell books. nude customers? Says, shop assistant 
Unwiringly. they have become a part of Shashidhar, "We don'tget too many 
ne giobalslow-iving movement and are rude people but when we do, we deal 

tlounshing, despite dire predicions, nor with them politely or simply leave them there for a story! 

ack 
chatting with Krishna andhieel leagues 
and smiling at the occasional customer. 
So at home I felt among thase shelves 
that I had to remind myselt thatl was 

aregeneraly well-behaved madam. 
Aishna says disputes are tew and tar 
Detween but wnen they do anse, It is 

Second day 
ne season is wet, but thankfully, the 

raim let up a bit. Knshna was already in. 

Good independent b0okstores don't 

their space on the shelves. And booksell about discounts. "We politely tell them Onatypical day, he comes in ar 10.30 
ers like Krishna know their customers 

and their tastes, and recommend titdes 
that do not appear on bestseller lists. 

Krishna says he used to display hcaon 
prominently earlier but lately, it is 

o look elsewhere il they are dissanis 

hed... In lact, we even give tnem direc 
nons ro other bookstores in the area! 

am, about hall an hour after the shop 
Is open tor business. Irusted asSIStants 

such as Preetham and Shashi come 
in earlier. Krishna's hrstjob is to go 
through his WhatsAppmessages and 
sort out requests for online deliveries! 

reply to every one ofthem, check 
addresses and get the packages ready. 

Hybrid model 
well (see bor) Achea Se 
intothe ctore which he set up in 2016. 

non-hicnon hat sells more and so he has tisamistake to assume that indie 

changed tachcsapanese pop philosobookstores, full of old-world charm, 
choloovlself-heln hoalted caugnt ina me warp. They are 

the first thingI did was eavesdrop on three young people. A girl and a tall boy seli the most"he says. addine.current ea ne Dusiness he says. Once thae's done, he looks 

were discuSSing whether a book with affairs and biographies too are catching lockdown Krichna 
upurned chairs on the cover was an 

appropriate buy. "Japanese is good," the unsold? "Since we handpick books to post went viral. "That was a big surprise 

into the pricing of second-hand books. 
is assistants hrst check the books lor 

damage. glue them up and repair what 
up dst. nat nappens to bookS that are store was open for business and hic 

girl adised. He was unconvinced. "Tts buy, that does not happen much. But, 
notantasy bro, she wl uke it, the girl once in a while, we donate bo0oks that 

and it encouraged us to try out deliy. iee d en aetermines their 

prCesLabesare suck accoraingiy. 
dorderio s tnking stock 

and publishers, Since hei os 

us online business, he is busv 

ering books Now, a hybrid model has 
Continued, recommendingit wth conremain unsold for long he adds. While come into practice," says Krishna. On 
cnon.lmOved closerunobrusivelyto he obtains the new books from regular an average, he couriers 10-15 parcels a 

nd 

ake aat the tie. "efore the Coffee distributors and publishers, 90 per cent day. Even as we chat, he gently tries to 
Gets Cold' by Toshikazu Kawaguchi. Ah. of the second-hand books he sells are 
One of those new-age niust-reads. 

persuade aregular cusStomer to buy an rearranging his stocks. "This is everyday 
entire ser instead otjust one book. 

For well-known writer Vivek Shan-
sourced from customers. 

People spend hours looking at the 
books. Some tell me it gives them peace bhag. a regular to indie bookshops, the 
on dooKS, "he says. Do 

ork.. whatl ruly enjoy is recommend-
ing boOkS to my customers and hunang 
down booKS in response to unusual 

requests, he says. 
Tam now eager to aik to customes, 

Ileft them to their indecision and 
waikea rurner iuCD0d 

eoh workat this store in S appeal is in the wholepackage: "When 
hifts 

ofaround eight hours. I climbed upa "Oh ves.. it isa bio nrob t t OupiCk up a booK and you know that it 

ilight of winding stairs to where I knew Manga comics! Wekeep these nearthe necTSallofu Then thei DuttISa 1ay artemoon.A lew custom-

rare and first editions were kept, mostly biling counter but sdll lose them." 
biographies and volumes of history. 

of surprise.I look for a bookand I fnd bad-tempered realr 
Heloves his job, and says it has 

QUietest corner 
For those who know, this is a sancruary 

within a sancruary, the place where 
the bookshop is at iS quietest and yet 

eels most alive. Ine musaness hits you 

nice and square, the air is sill, and the 

silverfish vanish in a llash. Here, in the 

heart ol Bengaluru S Cenua D s 

district, you can actually hear chirruping 
mynahs and the ee hooks. 
Most imp0rtau disorder, unsorted delugn5 for happenstanceu 

something else. That is how I have found oldest customers. He admonishes an 
assistant, "Growyour knowledge. He 
rurns to me and gves the same advice. 

After wohours,I leelstrangely ansy. 
bord uving outmy chudhood 
dream: Or amI not as secure with 

Silence as Iimagined I would be? 

Bookselling is a cunous businesnot 
only does itask you to be comfortuble 
with long bouts of stllnes, butit also 

demands tUhat you be a peoples person.I 
now wanted to try and sell something. ofthe koel. 

d'être of bookstore romances 
Bookstores are romanndsea n 

Hollywood. i ney play DIgrolein pop 
classics such as Tom Hanks "You've Got 

Mail'and"When Flarry Met Saly. The 
latter made me steadlastly believe that 
I would lo0k into the cyes ol the love ol 

ny life as Imoved n dusty tome aside. In 

reality, I wOuld have sncezcd in his lacel 

But the alure of bookstores coines 

not just Irom the chance of meeting a 

soulnate. Being a book lover is about 

believingin serendipiy, evein in is age 
of alyorithms ana 0u 
this' recommen atest novels of 
considercuD surrecied from obscurity haok critic Carl Van Doren spotted 
it at a second-hand bookstore, wrote 

about it, and catapulteu it la clusic stu 
tus. AJhustnwantoingnenuceu one 
of his columns that ne 1ound u copy ol 

his "Truin to Pakistan'thuat he had signed 
and gifted to a dear Iriend. An ardent 

Isold a book, or did 1? 
I walked up to the childrens secuon in the hope of finding a kind 
A young girl walked in, looking last.i 
smiled at her tentatively. She did not 
Espond. his was more difhcult than 

I imagined.I pretended to be busy, but 
kept an eye out. She as certainy 

looking lor something specine. 
ganered ny courige and appro.uchd 
her. "Any parnculir boukYeS. THary 
Potter and the Cursed Child. 

Ah. the rclict! The sCTendipiQ o 
which I laIe ben dunking so muclh 

aboutl ThatHarry Potter should come 

Thereporter ((eft at The Bookworm withlts owner Krlshna Gowda. 
DH PHOTO BY RISHITA KHANNA 

Potterhead story Book streets 
In 2002,I had not heard of Harry 
Potter. Just out of an Engllsh llterature street Kolkata has College Street 
course, Ihad stuck t0 my Thomas 
Hardys and George Ellots 

very cultured clty has a book 
UmDai nas BooK Street near 
Flora Fountain, and London ha3s 

doned Shringar Complex on MGRId. 
Was becoming my 8o-to bookseller 
One day, he plcked Up a fat book wlth 

ook paradlse but it is one now 
ne real BOCS to Pmier BoOK 

shop and its owner T S ShanbhIg. who 

c ierot an indie 

a book I, a Potterhead hadrevLJ 
like a quad1ficd sales asistun. We both 

hunted lor the copy together and tound 
Iwo Shesuled. I did too. Perhaps niy 
list (and only?) sle. 

had an unerring abllity to find what 
Harry Polter and the Goblet ol Fire, the you askcd ror. onc t closed in 2009 

fourth book In the serles That evening. S pJrons Iound solce ln stoes like 

bought all the earller books In thhe serles. Book Hive followed. Of coure. there 
Tus was born anoler Potterhead and J wasalway Select Bookstore ort Bri 
Itiendship that has lasted two decodes Sade Roud, known only to biolooniles. Like this stury? 

ETIail dhOnsut@ darcunhraidco.m 
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India's low HDI rank reflects poverty, inequality 
The United Nations HDI Report must warn the policy makers in India of growing inequality and stress among people 
A A rank loss on the UN 

Human Development 
Index IS a grave indica-

tor of Indias overall social and 
economic pertormance that 
invites investment and glob-
al participation. India slipped 

to 132 from 131 last year, 
which was 130 in 2015. 

The UN Human 
Development Report (HDR 

noted slippage on quality of 
lite, attainments to basic .schooling. healthcare, job 

losses, penury, and overal 
ack of opportunities during 
the Covid-19 pandemic in 

many countries. 

people and their capabilities able conditions, including fails to reflect the deprivations Debroy, Chairman, Economic 50 per cent sustainability of worry have been increasing 
should be the ultimate crite-
ria for assessing the develop- 69.7 to 67.2. t is behind 

ment of a country, not the Bangladesh (129th), Bhutan ered biased by the official 2022, that inequities across including but not limited to, HDR cautions that "uncer 
economic growth alone. 

lt is a complex composite China (79th). Switzerland been rising sharply in the last household characteristics and erratic unorganised sector, rity go hand in hand with 
index that reveals more than with 0.962 got the top global three decades. For these three 
the GDR a gauge of incomes ranking, meaning less than decades, since the 1990 neo- population more vulnerable tion. The bottom 50 per cent It finds political volatility or output. The HDI is com-
puted on the basis of three 

parameters - life expectancy, amplity tailings on other HDI ment and less regulation, mean years of schooling and indices ot human develop: more private players and Report 2022 says the world's . The Gini (inequality in political and economic peri-
average per capita national ment. While most reports entrepreneurs, has been con most extreme inequality has income distribution) coeffi od with sharp downside risks 

gross incomes. The per capi suggest inequality has comitant with the slow death been observed in India. It cient points to an increasing for the most vulnerable and 

talling life expectancy from of poor households. 
An Oxfam report, consid-

Advisory Council to the Prime life is still a challenge. This is over the last decade, now 
Minister (EAC-PM) in May, due to a variety of factors, reaching record levels. The 

(127th), Sri Lanka (73rd) and agencies, says inequality has sectors of health, education, loss of job opportunities, an tainty, inequality and insecu-

the labour market make the and rising poverty and intla- polarization and lack of trust. SHIVAJI SARKAR 

the best N parameters. iberalism, rhetoric of open and triggers a descent into are earning Rs 53160 and the becoming reality. 
Income inequalities and free markets, less govern- multidimensional poverty, top ten percent Rs 1166520, 

The World Inequality 20 times more. 
Developing countries are 

entering a divergent social, 

ta income of an Indian has increased in India because of of key public institutions. 
tallen from Rs 94,270 in 2019 a rise in poverty and shrink-
to Rs 85,11l0 in 2021 and per age of the middle class, the Indias support to the vulner-
capita Dasper World report by National Bureau of able sections. South-South the top 10 per cent of the fll inequality and 0 per cent five times between $443 in Bank at is S196i.42. 16 per conomic Research shows a cooperation, International countrys population account full equality). The coefficient 2000 and $2014 in 2019. This 
cent of world average. 

ndias D values of, because Indians in higher for Deisaster-Resilient al income. of which 22 per 2018. India is said to be next in income. The top one per 
O633. down from 0.612 in percentiles of the income Infrastructure and net zero sent is held by the top I per to Russia in the world in cent in India earned 21 per 
2020, correlating to a "medi-

um human development cat tive income declines during State of Inequality in India India's populace enjoys 5 
egory country" denote miser-

notes India is a poor coun- inequality in India. The coef regression in gender equality. 
he HDR appreciates t and very unequal. with an ficient in 2014 was 34.4 per Indias per capita gross domes 

aftluent ehte. The WIR says cent (100 per cent indicates tic product (GDP) increased 

India needs course cor 
rections for holistic happiness 
and not mere cosmetic 

achievements. The growth as 
per HDI is not merely the 
GDP but beyond it. It was 
created to emphasise that 

decline in ineguality This is Solar Aliance and Coalition for 57 per cent of the nation increased to 47.9 per cent in doesn't mean a uniform rise 

(The author is a policy 
analyst) 

distribution saw larger rela- carbon emission targets. The cent While a small section of terms of inequality. cent of total country's income 
The report also suggests in 2019. This was 11 per cent 

the pandemic. However, it Report released by Bibek star privileges, tor the bottom that stress, sadness, anger, and in 1990. Pro/ 
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THE DIGITAL ALARMIST 

STEM pretensions 
Cccordingtothe National Inst- cares. Youwant critical thinking?Not lishing game. In what is a reciprocal 

tutional Ranking Framework achance. 
(NIRF), the top two universi-

ties in the country are IlT-Madras examiners to create the finalexams, their citation index. 
and the IISc. Why is it that neither it makes no difference since there is 
of these two schools has ever made an archive of questions to be drawn 
itto the listof200 top-rankedschools from, and this archive is available to insituions. While publicuniversities 
Worldwide, whereas tiny Singapore anyexaminer.Accessible tostudents are cheaper, corruption and political-
is represented by three universities? too, for a price. 

Frogsinwells knownothing ofthe 
sea, so goes the Chinese proverb. 

While there are almost 9,000 largely on the numberofjobsits grad coupthe investment, the appointee 
technical universities and insti- uatesarehiredfor bytop companies, will need to charge several lakhs for 
tutions in India approved by the especially MNCs, and the size of the filling each vacant university posi-
All-India Council on Technical Ed-pay packet. US and EU companies tion. There have been published 
ucation(AICTE), more than 90% of are given top billing while Indian reports of students having to pay 
the students graduating every year 
withdegrees in the Science,Technol 
ogy, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) fields from these schools 
have no employable skills. Why? 

Irrespective of their children's ap-
titudes or academic desires, most In-
dian parents want their oftsprng to 
major in one ofthe STEM fields, sim-
ply because most job openings are 
in technology or engineering. And MNCs are ranked lower on the list. tion-wide applicability are yet 
afterobtaining theirundergraduate Just like the ITs, then the NITs, etc 
degrees, a large number ofengineer 
ing students obtain an MBA and opt themselves based on how many PhD drinking water, proper sanitation 
for careers in management, which degrees they have granted and how facilities, or continuous availabili-
pay even more. Hardly any pursue many research articles have been tyof electriciry. IlTgraduates, who 
careers in research or academia. No published. AICTE's insistence on are perceived as being smart, ha-
wonder there is a dearth of qualified faculty publicadons for promotion ven't found any solutions to these 
faculty at most technical institutes, hasadversely impacted the research problems because they are busy 
especially at the PG level. 

Upon admission to a technical in publish their work in one or more of Samsung or Apple snartphones 
stitute, students are confronted by a the several hundred bogus journals that they did not design. with soft 
standard set ofcourses, the syllabiof that have magically popped up to warethat they certainly did not cre 
which have been freely copied from serve the ineed. The 'publish or per 
websites of Western schools, mostly ish' mantra has given way to 'pay to the ltalian-designed.autorickshaws 
taught by faculty who barely under publish'. 

stand the materialtheyare teaching. 
Rote scribbling on the board by the tionalresearchconterencesarehost-

instructor followed by rote memo edin India every year. Sadly, neither lewsensors and ereating an app is a 
Iisation by the student, with neither theeditorsnor the reviewershave the no-brainer. Cleaming up the lake and 
any wiser for it. Teaching lor the requisite credentials to justily their keeping it clean is the hard paT 

exam passes for education, but who roles in this highly lucrative pub-

transaction, facultyaskotherauthos 
Though schools may use 'outside tocite their papers in order to boost 

In addition to capitation fees, tu-
ition rates are quite steepat private 

lymoivated appointmentsare issues 
The "excellence" of an institute's atthese.Ifit takesa Rs2-8 crore bribe 

programmes is advertised based tobeappointed vice chancellor, tore-

significant sums of nmoney to have 
their PhD theses approved. Ah, the 
evolving food chain! 

Thesuccess ofthe IT industry in In-
dia can be solelyattributed to finding 
enough bodies to fill jobs that have 
already been created for problems 
thathave already beenidentified and 

solutions found. 
Practical solutions with na-

Roger 
Marshall 
a computer 

scientist, a newly 
minted Luddite 

and a cynic 

to be found for uniquely Indian 

Postgraduate instiutionspromote problems, such as the lack of clean 

environment. Quite often, faculty seeking answers on the web using 

ate. Meanwhile, Toyota SUVs and 

choke the nation's pothole-illed 
Likewise, hundreds of 'interna- roadways. 

ldentilying a polluted lake using a 

Youmake your bed, you lie m iu 
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Are uniforms 
really uniform? 

BARKHA SHAH 

ooking back at some of 
my old school pictures, I 

Anotice how every student's 
uniform differed in length. Some 
tunics stayed at knee-length; the 
others passed down from older 

siblings, were hemmed but stilll 
hung below the knees. For many 
more, the uniforms stayed above 
the knees, well-paired with rolled-
down socks and tightly fitted 
belts. 

Commuting back and forth 
from school was by cycle-rick 

shaws many times. Iremember 
how we would place our school 
bags strategically in front of our 
folded knees to avoid any embar-
rassment. And if we ever cycled 
on our own to school, we would be through religion, culture and 
conscious of our tunics not rolling biology. The clothes themselves 
up. Many schoolmates, therefore, do not come with the label ofgen-
would utilise cycling shorts to 
steer clear of gazes. As design 

consultant, Vidya Mukundan 
says, "Because of the clothes 

that girls wear, they are always 
made conscious of their bodies." 

Vidya designed gender-neutral 
uniforms for a school in Kerala 
where the focus was on comfort 
and convenience. Vidya is also 
a filmmaker, actor and writer 
who drew from her personal 
experiences to designa uniform 
that spelt freedom for both gen-
ders. "As a girl child, Iremember the official dress code of bikini 
avoiding sports because of the 
skirts we had to wear in school. 
The concept of uniforms must 
change to overcome these limita and golf. While in one case, the 
tions," she adds. 

Many schools have adopred a 
similar stance. Ankur Montes-

system tries to impose its way 

der. We started assigning gender 
to clothes based on our beliefs." 
Vidya is, nonetheless, hopeful of 
evolution, even if it takes time. 
Clothes should reflect com-
fort, freedom and equality," she 
insists. 

Comfort in terms of clothing, 
especially for sports, saw takers 
at the European Beach Hand-
ball Championship too. In 2021, 
the women's Norwegian handball 
team was fined for switching 
to comfortable shorts instead of 

bottoms. Similar dictations of 
dress codes called for objec-
tions in the case of badminton 

guidelines insisted women play-
ers wear skirts or dresses, in the 
other, the length of the skirts 

became a point of discussion. sori in Bengaluru does not have 
a uniform per se but recommends Interestingly, in all the above 
comfortable trousers and T-shirts cases, whether it was schools or 
for kids. Somika Ankur, an early 
childhood educator with Ankur 
explains the reason behind it. 
"In a school environment, it 
is especially important for little 
girls to feel enabled to participate colour or design. 
in the same activities as their 

international sports, the debates 
Were only around the uniforms of 

one gender. For the other gender, 
nothing seemed to have changed 
over the years, besides perhaps 

male counterparts. We don't 

want to convey the message that 
girls can't climb the jungle gym, 
play in the mud, hang upside 
down or sit cross-leLged on the 
floor because of the clothes they 
wea she says, addng that chil 

dren begun to lor n udeas abouu 

ther place in the world at a young space. But maybe not u schools 
age and dr awing attecntion to 

gender differences may not be the der. Jamil Mehta, dancer, artist 
right way lor ward. 

The shilin unidornn design, 

The responsibility lies on many 
of us for this as well. Scores of 
times, we have tound ourselves 
guilty of dolling our little gurls up 
so that they look like princesses. 
Perhaps, iU is time to letthem 
be free, both physically and 

mentally 
Skuts ad dresses Ihave then 

and maybe not limited to gen 

nonetheless, has met withie 
SIStance in SoN quarters as 

Scen in Kerala. As Vicdya puts i, 

Whenever good changes happen reels seek to make clothes gen 
in our society, tlhe patmarchal 

and choreographer who has a 
global socal media tollowing 
would deimmtely believe so, con 
siderng hs tlair lor dancung m 
skuts With #MeninSkiuts, his 

der neur al too 16l 
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NEW DELM, TOEO 

nternet ofThings and 
Smart wearable devices 

PROF SOURAV SAHA database management and data 
engineering have some g0od time 

ahead of them. With a plethora of 

such devices and data being gener 
ated and used to control critical 
infrastructure, cyber security and 
surveillance becomes even more 

he internet as we know 
today had a humble begin-
ning as a data packet shar 
ing, project of the Us 

Defense Advanced Research Pro-
jects (DARPA) in 1973. Today it has 
metamorphosed into a massive 
decentralized juggernaut that is 
used to coordinate, collaborate and 
most importantly control the way in 
which modern societies transcend 
borders and languages in commu-

nicating and carrying out com-

important to control the wellbeing 
of the citizens using these technolo-
gies in day to day life. The data gen-
erated from such devices can be 
analyzed for patterns of anomalies 
and predictions on instances like 
demand surge, equipment failure 
can be effectively mitigated using 
data analytics. In fact the most 
sought after practitioners will be 
those who would be working at the 
intersection of data analytics and 
cyber security to give birth to a 
new breed of cybeT analytics profes 
sionals. 

merce. 
Once human communication 

bècame an ubiquitous phenome-
non, the next frontier for internet 
supremacy has been controlling 
machine communication. The mar-
vel of silicon has already ensured 
that most mechanical devices and 
machines have electronic circuits at Larger organizations working in 

the area of agriculture, manufactur 
ing, healthcare, supply chain to 
environment and public safety are 

already adopting IoT allowing newer 
use-cases to surface. This will 

their heart 
With a simple chip connecting 

the electronics to the internet, now 
these machines can be controlled 

from anywhere through smartphone 
applications. The intermet brought 
families closer where expatriates liv-
ing at say Boston could communi-

cate regularly with elderly parents 
at Bangalore through audio and 
video. The health and status of elec-
Fonic devices at their native place 

located thousands of miles away 
could be easily probed through 

Human-to-Machine (H2M) com-
munication. Connected devices like 

smart watch on our wrists can 

report important health parameters 
when demanded. Such parameters 
are also constantly monitored using 
Machine-to-Machine (M2M) com-

encourage medium and smaller 
businesses to realize the benefits of 

TT the technology in enabling cost 
reduction through automation and 
manual labor in order to remain 
competitive. It has been estimated 
that by 2025, roughly 22 billion loT 
devices will be used, while predic 
tions of Tech analyst company IDC 
pegs this number at 41.6 billion. 
With such mass adoption and com-
mercialization of the technology. it 
is important that organizations 
encourage skill-building and job 
creation for this technological mar-
vel whose possible business values 
are practically limitdess. The build-
ing blocks for some of these are 
taught at many Technical Schools 
but only a few prepare learners 
towards the strategic and financial 
implications of loT. With the evolv-
ing technology and business land-
scapes of the loT ecosystem, the 
curriculum is unable to keep pace 
with the rapid evolution. Practition-
ers looking at either technology or 
business aspects in this ecosystem 
are required to constanty learn on the job and take part in helping the 

ecosystem evolve. It is imperative 
that Academia and Industry work 
together in bridging the skill gap and 
produce a workforce that is produc-
tive and efficient in helping mature 
the loT ecosystem. 

businesses to redesign their value 
chain and strategies. The immedi-
ate benefits across domains is 

Building Automation or Connected 
building will be the fastest growing 
segment followed by automotive 

access to device information on 
demand and better synchronization 

between processes helping in 

and healthcare. 
Some of the technologies that 

have made loT efficient, effective, 
and viable are access to low-cost automation. 

Already segments like those of 
Utilities and Transports, have 
brought the technology main-

stream. Water meters can notify 
users of leakages and possible cont 

amination. Electric meters can 
detect potential line faults and send 
alerts to the users. In the transport 
segment, the new-age cars already 
have such smart sensors fitted 
inside the cars. A network of such 

munications and any anomaly or 
deviation from the usual patterm is 
immediately alerted. In effect slowBy 
such devices are taking control over 
our lives facilitating smarter choices 
through Machine-to-Human (M2H) 
communication, resulting in better 
quality of life. Application of such 
systems range from simple house 
hold devices to extremely compli 
cated industrial tools enabling 
process automation and reduction 
of manual labor costs. This network 

of physical objects or "things" hav-
ing sensors inside them that can 

connect to the "internet" for the 
purpose of transfer of information 
with other devices, systems or 

humans is popularly known as 

"Internet of Things" or loT. These 
connected devices are encouraging 

and low-power sensors, Internet 

connectivity, Software and Network 
sensors, Cloud Computing plat-
forms, cyber security and data ana-
lytics. Experts in such evolving tech-
nologies are still scarce and organi-
zatons spend significant efforts in 
upskilling the workforce. The slow-
ing electronics industry has got a 
new area of focus with the focus on 
manufacturing these sensors so 
graduates in electronics have much 
to cheer about. Those who are comn-

petent in the area of networking can 
focus on getting the 5G network in 
place so that connectivity of such 

loT devices can even touch the 
remotest of villages enabling better 
healthcare, education and commu-

tion conditions are poor, alleviate nication. With loT devices, a lot of 
data gets generated. The cloud com-

environmental concerms in the city puting ecosystem has been growing 
rapidly to keep up with the demands 
so those working in the areas of 

provision for automatic irrigation. 
In segments like Retail, loT is 

used to optimize inventory and 
reduce wastages. Smart cameras or 

smart weight panels can sense when 
the items in the shelves are below a 
given threshold and trigger reorder 
ing. In the Smart-City for the future 
world, loT sensors help conserve 
energy, send signals when sanita-

sensors is also helping us to reach 
the next innovation frontier for the 
Connected cars and smart fleets. 
These sensors can detect when a 
particular equipment will fail and 
can trigger safety measures and 
alerts in advance. In cold weather, 

the owner can remotely trigger the 
heating of the engine before 
embarking on a journey. In the agri 

culture and farming segment, these 

IoTs help monitor light, tempera-
ture, humidity, etc. in the soil with 

traffic and monitor and address 

like toxic gasses and pollution. It has 
been estimated that by Gartner that The author is dean academics & director 

data sclence Praxis.usiness.SchooL 
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ways online tutoring ensures quality learning 
ARUN VERMA 

Imost every aspect of life 
has been altered by tech-

nology and it appears that 

educational systems are no 

exception. Instructors are utilizing 
current tools and embracing new 
technology to assist students in 
achieving their greatest potential. 
The technology significantly 

impacts educators, teachers, and 

students in the current environ-

ment. They use it to collect knowl-

edge or concepts that they can 

Show and tell: While teachers 
surely need to innovate and find 
ways to enhance the learning 

process for students, they also need 
to monitor their progress on a regu-
lar basis. No matter how informna 
tive their classes are, it would still be 
redundant unless implemented by 
students. In the virtual space, the 
need to monitor the progress of 

pupils is imperative. Without in-per-
son supervision, teachers can resort 
to shared workspaces like Google 
Drive to exchange notes and moni-
tor assignments to track progress of 
the students. On the other hand, vir-
tual whiteboards can also enable 
educators to save their online ses-

A OPapervieo 

NDIA'S FST 
DIGITAL CASSA0DM 

employ daily. 
During the pandemic, the edu 

cation system turned to online 
courses and e-leaning platforms to 
establisha virtual learning environ-
ment Online teachings differ signif-

icantly from traditional classroom 
teachings. Learning becomes more 
collaborative and exciting as stu-

dents interact directly with teachers 
and their peers in a classroom set-

sions, which can be accessed by stu-
dents whenever they need. 

Introduce self-assessment 
opportunitles: Students may be 

unable to participate effectively if 
they cannot track their progress. 

One of the best ways to enable stu-
dents to examine their own concep-
tual comprehension is through self-
assessments. Short examinations, 

survey questions, and situation-
based questions can all be provided 
by teachers so that students can 

assess their strengths and limita-
tions. In order to improve their weak 
areas, students should be encour-

ting. 
Most educators concur that a 

high-quality learning experience 
depends heavily on student's par-
ticipation. Interaction, teamwork, 
and learning activities between stu-
dents and teachers are simply high 
in a classroom setting. Both profes-

sors and students are still getting 
used to the online learning 
approach; therefore, they are hav-

ing trouble collaborating online. 
Teachers must establish a stim-

ulating learning environment to 

giarantee that students don't pro-
ctastinate their homework and 

maintain connections with their 

peers and teachers. This will prevent 

distractions for students and ensure 

quality learning online. 
Here's a look at5 ways that will 

ensure quality leaning 
Give students authority over 

their learning process to empower 
them: While studying online, many 

students experience loneliness and a 

lack of motivation. Making students 

feel valued and putting them at the 
center of the leaming process is one 

ofthe finest methods to combat this. 

Allowing students to select their 

own tasks allows teachers to Create a 

fleible leaming environment. As a for a repetition of the conversations 

result, students will be able to 

explore topics in-depth and gain 
new skills. 

Gamfy with rewards: Online 
teaching can use gamification fea-
tures in various ways. It is not 
required to have fully game-based 

learning; simple gamification com-
ponents can offer great potential for 

enhancing the teaching-learning can create their own place of 
process. Teachers should appreci-
ate students' successes by giving 
them badges, points, or stars. By 
rewarding top achievers, quick 
learners, quick problem solvers, etc, 
they can appreciate each big step a 
child takes. 

Speak and repeat: Many stu-

dents find it challenging to make 
adjustments to listening compre-

hension. Repetition is a wonderful 

technique to ensure students com-

prehend the lesson and support the 
learming process. Teachers must ask 

sition to the online tutoring session 
will be easier with familiarity. 

Make learning interactive: 
One of the finest ways to get stu-
dents interested in a specific topic sion. 
is to make online lectures interac 
tive. Teachers should motivate stu-

with their students. It's time well aged to create a self-learning plan 

using various e-leaming platforms 
and under their teacher's supervi-

spent, so there is nothing to be wor-

ried about if the repetition takes 
some tutoring time. 

Establish and follow the 
rules:A particular online environ-
ment can gain flexibility. To pre-
vent distractions, it is a good idea 
to establish some rules. Teachers 

dents to study in smnall groups by 
setting up online groups. This will 
facilitate peer interaction and bond-
ing. Furthermore, by integrating 
online guest lectures from subject-
matter experts, teaching-learning 
can be made engaging and interest 
ing. Hence, students will become 
more excited and enthusiastic. 

Track progress: There are var 
ious types ofassessments in the vir-
tual classroom. Whether you choose 
group projects or homework, make 
the time to develop strategies that 

track students' development. This 
information can be both inspiring 
for the students and satisfying for 
the tutors as well. 

Final Thoughts! For many 

tutors, the market for online tutor-
ing is expanding, and it provides 
students many facilities who can't 
travel to a physical classroom set-

ting with better convenience. Even if 
online learning is becoming the new 
norm, it is crucial to incorporate 
effective methodology to achieve 
the ideal balance and maximize stu-
dent engagement. 

Teachers and other educators 
can use the aforementioned strate-

gies to develop a learning environ-
ment that encourages greater stu-
dent engagement and long-term 
academic success, which will ensure 
quality learning. 

teaching and be available to the 
students at the designated time at 
all times. Since online tutoring is a 
two-way process, it is essential to 
ensure that communication is sim-
ple and that educators are aware of 
the various academic needs of each 
student. 

Same tutor face-to-face: 
This one applies to tutors who meet 
with students in person. In order to 
preserve the continuity of service, 
the online sessions should ideally be 
led by an in-person tutor. The tran- The author Is founder & CEO of Teacheron, 

an online tutoring platform 

I 
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Best teaching-learning resOurces for all 
tion, school education (9-12 levels), 
curriculum-based courses. Higher 
education includes curriculum-based 

ta Handiqui State Open University, 
Assam, 
members of the project implementa-
tion team. 'Samarth eGov Suite' is 

SWAYAM follows a four-quadrant 

approach, which means an e-learn-

ing framework that has four quad-
rant components. T'he first quadrant 

is e-tutorial. It comprises video and 
audio content in an organised form, 
video demonstrations, virtual labs, 
animation and simulation. The sec-

Dr Sadiq Hussain came in contact with the 

ty content is produced and delivered, 
nine national coordinators have been 

ased on three cardinal prin 
ciples of the education pol-

icy access, equity and 

quality, the Government of 

India initiated a programme called 
SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active-
Learning for Young Aspiring Minds). 
The focus of the programme is to 

distribute the best teaching-learn-
ing resources to all, including the 
most disadvantaged. SWAYAM aims 
to bridge the digital divide for stu-

dents who have hitherto remained 

appointed. They include AICTE (All 
India Council for Technical Education) 
for self-paced and intemational cours-
es, NPTEL (National Programme on 
Technology Enhanced Learning) for 
engineering, UGC (University 
Grants Commission) for non-techni-
cal post-graduation education, CEC 

(Consortium for Educational Commu-

nication) for undergraduate educa-
tion, NCERT (National Council of 
Educational Research and Training) 
for school education, NIOS (National 
Institute of Open Schooling) for school 

education, IGNOU (Indita Gandhi 
National Open University) for out-of-
school students, IMB (Indian Insti-
tute of Management, Bangalore) for 
management studies and NITTTR 

(National Institute of Technical 
Teachers Training and Research) for 

teacher training programme. 
Courses delivered through 

SWAYAM are available free of cost 

cOurse contents at postgraduate and 

undergraduate levels covering di-

verse disciplines such as arts, sci-

ence, commerce, performing arts, 
social sciences and humanities, en-

gineering, technology, law, medicine, 
agriculture, etc. All courses would be 

certification-ready in their detailed 
offering through SWAYAM, the njat-
form being developed for offering 
MOOCs courses. School educatio(9-
12 levels) is comprised of modules 
for teachers'training as well as teach-

ing and learning aids for children of 
India to help them understand the 

subjects better and also help them in 
preparing for competitive examina-

tions for admissions into professional 
degree programmes. Curriculum-
based courses can meet the needs of 

the e-governance software created 
under the project. The software is 
being offered to public-funded cen-
tral universities and select HEIs as a 
cloud-based service. It provides nine 
essential packages, 40-plus modules 

implemented by more than 40 cen-

tral universities. The architecture of 
Samarth eGov Suite is SAAS-orient-
ed and hence highly scalable. Sa-
marth ensures total data security. 

Samarth is comprised of nine mod-
ules such as base module, admis-
sion module, account and finance 
module, academics module, univer-
sity facility module, employee serv-
ices module, govermance module, 
recruitment module and data man-

ond quadrant is e-content. It con. 
tains e-books, illustrations, case 
studies, presentations, self-instruc-

tional material and web resources. 

untouched by the digital uprising 
and cannot join the mainstream of 
the knowledge economy. It facili-
tates the idea of smart learning as it 

hosts all the courses taught in class-

rooms from Class IX to post-gradua-

tion to be accessed by anyone, any 
time and anywhere. All the courses 

are interactive, prepared by the best 

teachers in the country and are avail-

able free of cost to any learner. More 

than 1,000 specially chosen faculty 
and teachers from across the coun-

The third quadrant is the discussion 
form for raising doubts and clarifying 
them on a near real time basis by 
the course coordinator or his team. 

Assessment is the fourth quad-
rant that contains problems and so-
lutions, which could be in the formof 
matching questions, fill in the blanks, 

short answer questiorns, quizzes, long 
answer questions. 

Dibrugarh University along with 
other universities in the 

agement module. There are sub-

modules for each module. For exam-
ple, inside the account and finance 
module, there are sub-modules like 
bill tracking system, budget & ac-
counts, endówment portal, fee man-

agement, payroll management and 
research preject management. 

Alumni pôrtal, evaluation grading, 
hostel management, programme 
management, student feedback and 
training and placement are parts of 
the academics module. 

Students aspiring to learn some 
novel and skill-oriented courses 
should go with SWAYAM and 
SWAYAM Prabha whereas the high-
er educational institutes may be 
benefited amply by utilising Sa-
marth project. 

lifelong learners of India in the coun-
try and abroad. They also assist stu-
dents (classes 11 and 12) to prepare 
for competitive exams. 

rth-east-
ern region, is one of the host univer 
sities that offer various courses. 

The next is the SWAYAM Prabha. 
It is a group of 22 DTH channels de-
voted to telecasting high quality ed-
ucational programmes on a 24X7 ba-
sis using the GSAT-15 satellite. Eve-
ry day, there will be new content for 
at least four hours which will be re-

Another initiative worth mention-
to the learners; however learners 

wanting a SWAYAM certificate 

should register for the final proc-

tored exams that come at a fee and 
attend in-person at designated 
centres on specified dates. Eligi-

bility for the certificate will be an-

nounced on the course page and 
learners will get certificates only 
if this criterion is matched. 

Universities/colleges approving 
credit transfer for these courses can 

ing is Samarth. This project aims at 
creating an open source, open stand-
ard-enabled robust, secure, scalable 
and evolutionary process automation 

engine for universities and higher 
educational institutions (HEIs). The 
project is being implemented by the 
University of Delhi (DU). Samarth is 
an ERP automation software designed 
to help HEls in India migrate from 

paper-based, unreliable third-party 
ERP systems to a secure, reliable and 
scalable one. As a member of a high 
level committee of the Krishna Kan-

try have participated in preparing 
these courses. The courses hosted 

on SWAYAM are in four quadrants -

video lecture, specially prepared 
reading material that can be down-

loaded/printed, self-assessment 

tests through tests and quizzes and 

an online discussion forum for clear-

ing the doubts. Steps have been tak-

en to enrich the learning experience 

by using audio-video and multime-

dia and state-of-the-art pedagogy/ 

technology. 
In order to ensure thhat best quali-

peated five more times in a day, al 
lowing the students to choose the 
time of their convenience. The chan-
nels are uplinked from BISAG-N, 
Gandhinagar. The contents are pro-
vided by NPTEL, IITs, UGC, CEC, 
IGNOU. The INFLIBNET Centre 

use the marks/certificate obtained 

in these courses for the same. 

maintains the web portal. The DTH 
channels shall cover higher educa-
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AGovernorgone too 

political, too far 
Ahe relations between Kerala Governor Arif Mo-

hammad Khan and the LDF government of 

Pinarayi Vijayan have so deteriorated that there 

is almost a daily exchange of accusations and recrim-
inations, warnings, and even personal attacks. They 
have been at odds with each other for a long time and 
differences have been aired in public in the past too. But 

the spat has now turned into unseemly confrontations, 
with an unmistakable political dimension to it. In an 

unprecedented action, Khan calleda mediaconference 
at Raj Bhavan and levelled serious charges against the 

government and the Chief Minister. Vijayan held a 

media conference the next day to reply to him. There 

are references to past actions, letters and meetings in 

the exchanges, with both berating the other, and the 

Governor trying to �scalate the situation. 

The Governor has highlighted some issues of con-

tention with the government, on which, however, his 

positions do not seem to be very convincing. He has 

said that he was heckled over his speech at the Indian 

History Congress at Kannur in 2019. He has described 

itas an attempt to murder him and went to the extent of 

saying thatthe octogenarian historian Irfan Habib, who 
was present there, hadarole in it. He 

has charged that the government 

did not take any action on that: The 

video clips ofthe eventhe presented 

athis press conference, however, did 

not show any murder attempt. He 

has said that the extension oftenure newissues 
of KannurUniversity Vice-Chancel-

lor Gopinath Ravindran was wrong. 

He had himself approved it butnow 

he says that he did so under pres-

sure. Hehas alsosaid that he would notgive his assent to 

some billswhich have beenforwarded to him. Hevisited 

RSS chiefMohan Bhagwat at a pracharak's house earli-

er this week, raising questions of propriety. 

The Governor has made outlandish statements and 

untenable demands. His conduct and statements have 

given the clear impression that he is inventing newer 

and newer issues to raise the pitch ofthe confrontation. 

Ifhe has differences with the government, they should 

be taken up in established ways, not in public so as only 

to run the government down. It is his government, and 

he has to respect the mandate of the elected govern-

ment. He says that as Governor he has to protect and 

defend the Constitution, but he is following not the 

Constitution but the playbook of Governors in other 

non-BJP states who are working as political agents of 

the central governnment. He has no powers to interfere 

in matters of governance in the way he is doing now,, 

Khan seems 

to be 

inventing 

ona. every day 
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India's pride, prejudice 
and its global rankings 

India lags behind not 
only in mean areas of 
schooling but als0 in 
healthcare. The latest 

National Health Accounts 
shows that while out-of 

pocket expenses have come 
down, they are still higher 

than global average. India 
consistently falls short of 
the goal of its own National 
Health Policy- spending 
2.5 per cent of GDP on 
health. Setting up new hos 
pitals mean little mless 
they are adequately staffed 

Patralekha 
Chatterjee 

Countries viewed 
as huge success 
stories did not 
wait to become 
rich to strengthen 
their foundation. 

Dev 360 They became rich 
simply because 
they focused on 

ndia's relationship does this mean'Does a low strengthening 
with global rankings rank mean all is lost? 
has 
shades of 

Austen. Call it pride 
and prejudice. Each' time, 
there is a laudatory refer-
ence, there is éuphoria and 
gushing pride. Each time, 
we tigure at the bottom of 

any international list, 
there is near-hysteria and 

accusations of prejudice. 
This emnotional yo-yo 

between excessive pridee 
and prejudicial_ hand-

Wringing may have once 
b¡en:understandable Byttrary to many expert fore 
in 2022, the, geð-politicar 
and ge0-economic situa-
tion require us to be less of 

Jane Austen and imbibe 
more of the.spirit of a 
SWOT analysis. "SWOT" 

S 
strengths, 
opportunities, and threats. 
A SWOT analysis system-
atically lists an organisa 
tion's greatest strengths, weaknesses, opportunities lower-middle-1ncome years. Méan years oftive society in practice 

and threats. 

always Coming back to the analo- their foundation. 
had 

Jane 8y of the SWOT analysis, 
one must remember that 

strengths and weaknesses only calorie-adequate but and eguipped and an ordi-
are fluid and they change also nutritious, and good nary ndian finds t much 

Over time but not without a 
lot of work. 

health, the vast majority of easier to access affordable 
Indians will find it hard to and guality healthcare. 

And the level of stunting Opportunities 
threats, on the other hand, 
are external and not 
always within one's con 
trol. They too are not nec-

essarily permanent. 
Look at Ukraine. Against 

massive odds, and con 

and tap into the new opportuni-
ties in the evolving world among children under five 
of work. years in ndia still hovers 

around 36 per cent. 

"We have been seduced 
by big mega-projects. 

It is easy to get lost in the 

maze of numbers, but let 
me pick just a few. 

India's Global. Innovation These need to be matched 
Index 
improved from 81 in 2015 to Context and interventiens 
46. This is good news. Büt in key äreas-education, 

what does it realy. mean health, nutrition and red-

ranking ha_ by attention to the micro-

casts, itS Counter-ofensive 
against Russia notched up significant victories in when India's mean years of uction of pervasive, inequi-
recent days. Nearer home, 

l0Ok at a country lke Mean years of schooling 
Bangladesh. In 197l, when (MYS) refers to the average 

It became an independent number of completed years 
nation, Bangladesh had a of education of a popula-

GDP per capita that was 
the tenth lowest in thee 

World. By 2015, it had 
reached the status of 

ties on the ground. Those 
at the top can attord to send 

their children to exclusive 
SChools, expensive coach-
ing classes. Their children 
will do well. What about 

Schooling are at 6.7 years. 

acronym for 

weaknesses, 
an 

tion and is a widely used 

measure of a country's 
stock of human capital. 
The global average is 8.7 we need a more collabora 

the rest? The Constitution 
guarantees equality. But 

country, and today it is Schooling in Japan is 13; which recogises the mu 
ahead of India on many the corresponding figure tuality of interests", says 

P.V. Ramesh, a physician, One can always cherry 
pick indicators that make parameters life for Sri Lanka is' 1l, tor 

Malaysia, it Is 10, for a former AS officer who 

has also worked n many one look good or better expectancy, mean chld-

than some other countries. 
The India of the future, 

however, will depend on 

which metrics and indica 
tors we choose to play up, 

bearing age-and it has a Philippines, it is nine, for 

higher HIDI rank. 
Now, let's get back to is eight. 

India. India now has the 
ifth largest economy but 

Vietnam and Indonesia, it countries worldwide. 

Grand narratives hinge 
mpressively, India has on big ideas. But big ideas 

are most successtul when 

attention is paid to the 
Sional poverty over the last smallest details atfecting 

the ordinary person. While 
celebrating the success or 
Indians who have "made 

it", we can't aftford to aban-

d 

lifted a staggering 211 mil-

I1on out of multi-dimen-and which ones we try t0 denominators matter. Its 
per capita GDP is only 

We should celebrate our around $2,500. The corre-
sponding figure for the UK 

But celebrations without 1s $47,000. India is also 

dominantly young. Accor 
weaknesses will continue ding t0 the latest National 

Health Profile, the propor 
ordinary ndians fulfilling tion of population in the 

Working-age group (l5-59) 

gloss over. 
decade and the counry 1s 

improvng accesS to clean 

water, sanitation, and 
affordable clean energy, 
the UNDP's 
Development 

strengths and successes. 

an honest deep dive into Human don the rest if India as a 

Report country wishes to succeed 

acknowledges. The Jal and be a developed nation. 
and Countries widely viewed 

as huge success stories 

today did not wait to 

become rich to strengthen 
their foumdation. T'hey be 
came rich simply because 

has boosted access to social they focused on streng: 
capital becomes such a protection for vulnerable thening their fouidation. 

We need to brng the 

focus back on ordinary 

ndians nd ther ease of 

to derail the possibility of 

Jeevan Mission their potential. 
Which brings me to two 

headline-grabbers 
recent weeks- India over 
taking the United Kingdom 
to become the world's fifth-

in from 60.7 per cent in 2011 to 
65.1 per cent in 2036. Jobs 
are and will be central to 

this population. This is 

largest economy around , why strengthening hunan 

years is expected to rise Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
are steps in the right direc 
tion. These will contribute 
towards our strengths. 
UNDP also notes that India 

the same tine that the 

Human Development 
Report 2021-22, brought 
out by the UN Develop-
ment PrOgramme, showed COntinue to do so. 

that India's global rank 

ings have gone down. India 
ranks 132 oul of 191 coun-
tries and territories in the 

Human 

sections of society, espe 
cially during and atter the 

lways done well and will pandemic, with a 9.8 per 

pressing ISsue. 
The extraordinary have 

cent increase in the bud-
getary alocation to the 

Success depends on how its SOClal services sector in 

living 
But a country's long-term 

Patralekha Chattejee 
locuses oi development 

issues in lndia and Orainary citizens fare. 2021-22 Over 202021. 
But the celebration of 

strengths must not come n 
the way ot a hard look at 

the persSting weknesses 
Consumption that is not ud gaps that remain. 

That depends on the foun 
education, emerzuig econoinles. She 

can be reached at 

palualekha.chatterjee 

agmail.com 

Development dation 
Report 2021-22 
from 130 in 2020. 

Shon of emotions, what 

down health, utrition. Without 
quality education, food 
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Indians making 
it big in Australia ASHUTOSH MISRA 

With its sheer determination and hard work, the Indian diaspora in 
Australia has carved a niche for itself in the Australian society 

hey drive cabs in the 
wee hours, man 7/11 
franchises, and gath-
er scattered trolleys at 

supermarkets, amon-
gst a long list of arduous tasks. 
But they also teach at schools 
and universities, lead mega engi 
neering projects, save lives at 
hospitals and treat the sick at 

medical centres, manage the 
information technology in big 
companies, showcase the best of 
the cuisines at Indian réstau 
rants, and own micro, medium, 
and large businesses in Australia. 
Indian diaspora has entered 
into business, politics, the judi-

ciary government, civil society 
academia, science, the perform-
ing arts, and sporting codes. 
According to the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2021 
census 783,958 persons declared 
their ancestry as Indian consti- developing suburb, the Indian 
tuting 3.1% of the Australian family is a common sight. 
population. They constitute the The DFAT report indicates 
second largest taxpayers and the cumulative effect of a gen-
easily outnumber their Austra- erally highly educated youth-
lian counterparts in stadiums ful, linguisticaly diverse, and 
during the Border-Gavaskar growing community, plugged 
series. 

in agribusiness their role for South Asia, eying India as 
remains below par. But that a source of global talent. 

A 2013 path-breaking 
national education and stu- research published in the 
dent migration drive bilater- Proceedings of the National 
al relationships. Indians were Academy of Sciences of the 
the largest source of skilled United States of America 
migrants in 2019-20 and the entitled, "Genome-wide data 
second largest source of inter- substantiate Holocene gene national students in 2019-20 flow from India to Australia Australia. The DFAT report established that a substantial 
estimates that the diaspora's gene tlow occurred between AS OF 20Z1, role in senior academic posi- the Indian populations and 

may change rapidly as inter-

into networks of innovation, 
20 years ago, not many may and well represented in busi-
have anticipated their meteoric ness, across services and sci-
rise and role in Advancing Aus- ence, technology, engineer 
tralia, Fair. A data-rich report 

prepared by the Australian (STEM) sectors with strong 
Department of Foreign Affairs export potential. It is a key 

and Trade entitled - "Australia's contributor to not only bilat-
Indian Diaspora: A National eral trade and investment 
Asset: Mapping the Commu- but Australja's internationa 
nity's Reach into the Australia- competitiveness. 
India Economic Relationship" 
quite timely encapsulates the ris� Orbis database of company 

of the diaspora, especially when bilateral relations have hil a Bureau van Dijk, a Moodys 

historic high. 
Australia's rapidly trans- ofIndian heritage are 

forming demography wherein employed in at least 996 
one in four Australian has been Australian organizations of 
born overseas, the Indian dias-
pora is now turning heads. 

Calling the diaspora aspira- agers (12.5% women), consti-
tional, the report shows that a tuting 3% of the Australian 
comparatively younger diaspo- population. The report says DOUbLED DURING New Zealand-born immi 

ra is vital 1or meeting Australia's that 964 of these 2,840 could 

skills shortage, technological potentially drive bilateral 
development, and exports. business and trade engage-
Largely concentrated (70%) in ments in health, tourism, 
the states of Victoria and New ICT, and resources, across 
South Wales, the diaspora has con1panies with a gross $250 

moved interstate 
Queensland, South Australia, 
and Western Australia. In any ship sector of education, and 

ing and mathematics 

NUMBERING tions roles at the lecturer Australia well before Euro-
level and above has increased pean contact, 4,230 years ago. OVER 780,000, from 1.75 per cent in 2016 to The study links changes in IDLA 1.92 per cent in 2020. Of the tool technology, food process 721,000 Indians(2016 cen- ing, and the appearance of MIGRANTS HAVE sus) approximately 88% are of dingoes in the Australian 
working age and 61% are in archaeological record to 

According to the 2021 

OVERTAKEN full-time and 27% in part-
CHINESE AND ume employment making 

migration from India. 
In sum, over 4,000 years them the second highest tax- ago Indians made Australia NEW ZEALAND paying migrant community their home and now they "toil with hearts and hands to BORIN contributing over $12 billion make this Commonwealth 

information collated by 

Analytics Company people 

after the UK-born migrants, 

which an estimated 2,840 
(13%) as directors and man-

of ours renowned of all the As of 2021, numbering lands. As India rises as a THEIR NUMBERS over 780,000 Indian migrants VIshwa Guru, Indians assume have overtaken Chinese and their long-due place in 

IMMIGRANTS. to the Australian economy. 

Australian society. 
1996-2006, AND led during 1996-2006 

grants. Their numbers dou (The author is the CEO 
Institute for Australia 

India Engagemeiti, 
Brisbane, National Sports 

Chair [Australia India 
Business Council} and Australia's Department of Editor-in-Chief, India News 

QUADRUPLED quadrupled during 2006 
2020, and were Australias 

DURING fastest growing large diaspo-2006-2020 community in 2020. 
into billion annual turnover. 

Surprisingly, in the llag Home Affairs has even estab- Australia. The views lished a Global Talent Ofticer d expressed are personal., 
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Equality remains 
an elusive dream ISHANEE SHARMA 

The fundamental right to equality stays on paper, for there exist several 
reasons for negation of the abiding dream of the Constitution 

he idea of equality in India goes 
back to the days of the Vedic 

wisdom, which treated every 
individual as an embodiment of 
the divine spark. Equality as a 

spiritual and philosophical precept was 
founded on this theory of the divinity of 
humans. The Upanishads and the Dhar-
mashastras insisted that every individual 
should be given an equal opportunity to 
pursue the Purusharthas (the four-fold 
legitimate goals of life) without any arbi 
trary interterence from any external 
agency, including the state, in order to 
enable him or her to realise his or her full 

NOK 

personality. 
Perhaps the notion of legal equality 

can be traced back to the natural law docC 
trine of the Stoics, which, in the name of 
universal reason, postulates equality of 
individuals, races and nations. However, 
only on a spiritual and philosophical plane 
it may be said that all people are equal, but 
in the actual world of material and social 
life it may not appear to be so. 

There may exist natural inequalities as 
well as artificially created social inequal- ANY VIBRANI are known for the statement "Man beings which is not possible to same protection under the law if 

achieve. It is a concept implying it ignores the existing inequality. 
These concepts had a signifi- absence of any special privilege by Citizens of India and those who are 

UNDOUBEDLY cant impact on our ancestors. It reason of birth, creed or the like in not will get equal protection from 

ities and economic disparities among peo- SOCIETY WOULD is born free. 
ple and groups of people in society. In such 
a society, to pursue the principle of for-
mal or legal equalityY which insists that all 

people are to be treated equally by law, 
would be only.to perpetuate the existing 
inequalities, for the same law for the oxX 

REQUIRE THAT had a profound impact on the soci- favour of any individual, and also the state. 
ty, which was a colony of the the equal subject of all individuals The US Constitutionis 14th 

ALL nUAND British Empire. They battled and classes to the ordinary law of Amendment serves as the founda 
ARE TREATED against their oppressors àfter ris- the land. Equal protection of the tion for the concept of "equal pro-

ng up in rebellion, won the war, laws does not postulate equal tection of the law . It stipulates that concept and ue i of equality to be meaningful and EQUAL AND WITH and then went on to draft the treatment of all persons without everyone in India Shoula recEve 
an 

intelligible should essentially be a dynam-DIGNITY. SUCH A clause that reads, "All men are cre distinctions. What it postulates is equal legal protection so they can 
ic and relative concept, capable of accom-
modating the necessary equalisation 
strategies as permissible means to remove 
the existing'social and economic inequal-
ities and to secure the goal of equality and 

social justice. 
While we celebrate the Azadi ka 

Amrit Mahotsav, there still remains glar-
ing inequalities in the society around us. 
The beloved dream of the makers of the 

Constitution is far from materialisation. 
The adoption of our Constitution was 

also a declaration of a desire for a society 
where everyone would enjoy equal access 
to education, good health, freedom of 

speech and dissent, employment, and 

political participation. 
Some people experience inequity 

from the beginning, because they are born 
blind, physically impaired, or mentally ill. 
We must be given exactly equal opportu-
nity, intelligence, strength, health, and 
money if we were to be born equally. 

Legality became a synonym for justice 

in the Athenian republic because it was 

derived from the Greek/Latin word 
aequalis, which meánt the sameness of two 

objects in amount or value or as in the 

Islamic algebra, which is still in use 

today. It later came to be used interchange-

ably with the concept of liberty, which was 

first articulated by influential thinkers of 

the 18th and 19th centuries like John 
Locke, Thomas Hobbes, Friedrich Hegel, 
and later by Frenchmen like Montesquieu, 
Voltaire, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who (The author is a lawyer) 

the application of the same laws exercise their legal rights without 
People who have lived in abject alike and without discrimination any exceptions or favouritism. 

WOULD poverty are given hope when we to al persons similarly situated. It This is a good idea since it suggests 
0BVIOUSLY say that there will be equality. denotes equality of treatment in that the State has a responsibility 

o take steps to guarantee this right 
The rule of law, in Dicey's to all citizens. It makes the State 

AWISE between the "haves and have nots opinión, is equality before the responsible for taking all necessary 
in society. Additionally, according law. It means that no one is above actions to ensure that the promise 

to Karl Marx, this disturbs society the law and that ordinary courts of equal treatment of everyone is 

ACTION POLICY and may therefore spark a revolt. have jurisdiction over everyone, upheld. This rule states that like 
This is the fundamental idea of the regardless of status or circum- individuals should be treated sim 

ON TnE; disharmonic society that India stance. All people with identical ilarly, yet it also states that unlike 

GROUNDS OF has accepted which implicitly, circumstances must be treated people shouldn't be treated simi-

CONVICTION atedequal", 

However, if this, hope is not equal circumstances. 

WARRANT realised, there will be strite 

AFFIRMATIVE 

equally in terms of the rights larly. includes the idea of conflict. 
The overarching principle of granted and obligations imposed 

quality is established in Article 14, by the law. There shouldnt be any that any vibrant society would 
which calls for equality betore the distinction between one individual undoubtedly require that all 
law or the equal protection of the and another, and everyone should humans are treated equal and 
laws and forbids unjustified dis- be subject to the same laws in the with dignity and that all must be 
crimination against individuals. It same circumstances. The rule is supported to the fullest possible 

is acknowledged as a fundamen- that similar things should be han- development. Such a conviction 
tal right in the Indian Constitution. dled similarly rather than dissim- would obviously warrant a wise 
No discrimination should exist on ilar things similarly. 
any grounds. The phrase "equal 
protection of the law is a good v. University of Delhi, the court y. Here, one needs to know that 
one. Simply put, it means that determined that the phrase "Equal while access could be ensured in 
everyone in comparable situa- protection of the laws is now a variety of ways, it is the equali-
tions should be accorded the same understood to be a positive oblig: 
rights and obligations. In essence, ation on the state to ensure equal more important than anything 
it means that everyone should be protection ot the law by enacting else as it requires the support of 

treated equally. 
Equals and unequals cannot ic changes to ensure that everyone ables commencing from curricu 

coexist on an equal footing or get can enjoy equal protection of the lum to pedagogy, difterential 
equal treatment. The concept of law and nobody is denied such inputs, assessment, remediation, 

equality before law does not mean protection. The state violates its feedback, attitude, institutional 
absolute equality among human obligation to offer everyone the care, etc. Pio1 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
AND EQUITY 

It hardly needs any mention 

affirmative action policy on the 
In the case of Stephens College grounds of social justice and equi-

y of opportunity which is much 

the necessary social and econom whole range of antecedental vari-
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2022 

Mother language in primary education 
Nabamita Das worldwide. Excellent communica- School drop-out rates. Kenyan writ-

er Ngugi wa Thiong'o argues that 
there is disharmony in a child's mind 
while studying in a foreign tongue 
at school-a language that is cultur-
ally unfamiliar from the spoken lan-
guage at home. Hence, learning for 

a child should not only be a cerebral 
activity mostly in the form of rote 
learning, it should also be an emo-
tionally felt experience that the child 
can relate to and enjoy thoroughly. 
In order to resolve this dilemma, 

ence more wholesome. Mother lan-

other language, moth-
er tongue or native 

language is the first 
language or dialect that 

a child is exposed to after birth.It 
may be said that mother tongue is 
the language which a person grows 
up with, speaking it fromr early 
childhood. Mother tongue does not 
necessarily have to be the language 
spoken by one's mother. Mother 
language education refers to the 
form of schooling which uses the 

language/anguages that children 
are most familiar with in their im-

tion skill in the English language is 
a very important soft skill for stu-

dents to excel in this current era of 
cut-throat competition. Students 
with good English skills do have an 
added advantage over those who 
lack this vital skill. Hence, the im-
portance of this second language 
cannot be undermined. 

It is not at all practical to ahed 

this global language. National Edu-
cation Policy 2020 does not men-
tion shedding this key internation-

guage makes the teaching-learning 
process more engaging. Students get 
a better sense of their culture, lan-

guage, tradition and heritage. Moth-
er language helps students to 
progress with their roots intact as a 
strong foundation. It secures the fu 
ture of the leamers, makes the stu-
dents more creative/innovative and 
enables the students to become bet-
ter critical and analytical thinkers, etc. 

Providing primary education in 
mother language/mother tongue as 
per NEP 2020 directive seems to be 
the move in the correct direction and 

of English (foreign language/coloni-
al language) as the medium of in-
struction at most of the schools. Are 
we depriving our children from get 
ting numerous benefits that come 
with being edu�ated in one's moth-
er language/mother tongue? 

The UNESCO strongly advo-
cates the use of multilingual edu-

cation based on mother tongue 
from the earliest years of sch0ol-
ing. Multilingualism has immense 
cognitive benefits for 

younglearners. 
Children pick up lan-

guages very quickly in 
their foundational stage per NEP 2020 directive seems to be from 3 yTS to 8 yrs). In 

fact, they should be ex-
posed to diferent lan- if implemented in the right spirit, it 
guages at an early stage. 

But, the focal point or the 
main emphasis should be 
on the mother language. 
Research shows that ed- making the learning process a more 
ucation in mother tongue 
is a key factor for quality 
learning and it also im-
proves the learning out- instruction in the formative years 
comes and academic per- does not necessarily imply that 
formance of children. In-

India's National Education Policy 
was approved by the Un-
ion Cabinet in July 2020 
foregrounding the impor-
tance of mother language 
in primary education. This 

step has been taken in or-
der to make education 
more well-rounded and 
fulfilling to the learners. 

Some more advantages 
of using mother tongue in 

primary education are 
mentioned herein: It en-

Providing primary education in 
mother language/mother tongue as 

if implemented in the right spirit, it 

would surely enhance the learning 
capabilities of the students by boost-
ing their self-confidence and making 
the leaming process a more whole-
some experience. Using mother 

tongue as the medium of instruction 
in the formative years does not nec-

essanly imnply that English (second 
language) would take a backseat. 
Rather, it would help immensely in 
the better and quicker grasping of 

this second language. It is only 
through the development of a strong 
sense and knowledge of their own 

cultural identity, arts, language as well 
as traditons that children can build a 

mediate home environment and 
social setting. This enables them 
to learn and understand the con 
tent or subject matter better. The 
Government of India introduced 

the move in the correct direction and de 

the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 in July 2020. It is the 
biggest reform in the education 
system since the National Policy of 
Educátion of 1986. This policy tries 
to bring changes and reforms in 
many crucial areas of education and 
one of them is the medium of in-

would surely enhance the learning 
capabilities of the students by 

boosting their self-confidence and 

wholesome experience. Using 
mother tongue as the medium of 

Sures a child's smooth and 
easy transition to school ed-
ucation. It is vital in fram 

struction at primary schools (both 
public and private). This new edu-
cation policy states that mother 
tongue will be the medium of in 
struction upto class 5 at all schools, 
and further adds, preferably upto 
class 8.This step has been taken in 
order to ensure that any gap that 
exists between the language spo 
ken by a child at home and the 
medium of teaching at school is 
bridged. What are the benefits of 
providing education in mother lan-
guage in the formative years? Will 
it impair a student's grasp of the 
English language? Will it impede 
the learner's academic progress 
What is the scenario in India? 

inga rational thought proc 
ess and emotions of a child. 

English (second language) would Learning would be a two-
way communication be-dia is a multilingual coun-

try and children should take a backseat. 
always be encOuraged to. NS AKD8 sk s sEZSI r dents.A child understands 

learn and expose them-

selves to the rich literary and cul-
tural heritage of our country. Us-
ing mother language or local lan-
guage as the medium of instruc-
tion shall in no way hamper or ob 
struct the use of the English lan-
guage at schools. In fact, English 
should be taught to the children 
right from their first grade, along 
with their mother language, in or 
der to help them gain expertise in 
this global language that is used 

positive cultural identity and self-es-
teem. The aim of education should tween teacher and stu-

not only be cognitive development 
of a child but should equally focus on 
other crucial aspects like social and 
emotional development. It should 
create holistic and well-rounded in 

the content/subject matter 
better. It boosts the self-conidence al language, i.e. English language. 

The new education policy nowhere 
states that imparting education in 
mother tongie would impair a stu-
dent's learning of this important 
second language. There is enough 
evidence to prove that if children 
are taught in their mother language 
(particularly in the foundational 
years 3 yrs to 8 yrs), then it en-
sures higher retention, higher pro-
ficiency, better grades and lower 

and self-esteem of the child. It pro-
pels the child to continue schooling 
with enthusiasm. It resolves the is-
sue of school drop-outs. It builds a 
strong home-school partnership in 
the child's learning. Parents are able 
to participate and contrnbute more 
in the child's education. Young chil-
dren grasp concepts more quickly 1n 

their home/mother language. It 
makes children's learning experi-

dividuals equipped with all neces-
sary skills and abilities. Cultural and 
social awareness as well as emotuon 
al expressions are important con-

tributors both to individual and so 
cietal well-being and development. 
It is high túme we realised that we 

need to preserve our language, our 

culture and our identuty. In India there is an increasing use 
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Uje AssamEribune 
Job creation 

The Assam Government ceremonially handed out ap-

pointment letters to 11,236 youth across 24 departments 
of the State in a function held last Friday. According to 
the official statement, 5,335 appointment letters were 
distributed for posts in Home Department, 27 in Higher 
Education and Technical department, 3811 in the School 
Education Department, 277 in the Panchayat and Rural 
Development Department, 299 in the Health and Family 
Welfare Department while rest of the posts were in sev-
eral other departments. It may be recalled that ahead of 
the Assembly elections in 2021, the BJP had promised 
the people of Assam that if voted to power, it will give 
them one lakh jobs within a year of forming the Govern-
ment, and no doubt the latest round of handing out ap-
pointment letters is another step in trying to fulfill that 
pledge. Assam's Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
asserted that the BJP Government has already recruited 
about 27,000 youths in a transparent manner during the 
last 18 months and advertisement for another 10,000 
posts was in the offing. While such an attempt at alleviat-
ing the unemployment problem in Assam can be deemed 
laudable, one cannot help but point out that, considering 
the prevailing unemployment, under-employment and 

disguised unemployment in the State, the end result is 
merely a drop in the ocean! 

As reported in the media, figures released by the Cen-
tre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) had put As-
sam's unemployrment rate in June, 2022 at 17.2 percent of 
the total workforce, the third highest in India, behind Har-
yana (30.6%) and Rajasthan (29.8%). These translate into 
many lakhs of youths without jobs, a reality very starkly 
illustrated by the fact that in the qualifying examinations 
conducted recently 11,92,509 candidates had applied for 
a mere 26,000 Class Il and Class IV govermment jobs! It is 
also a reality that unemployment figures for Assam would 
have been far higher had not thousands of individuals, 
prompted by the lack of job opportunities here, left the 
State in search of work, only to take up lowly paid jobs elsewhere in the country. Thousands more, who had gone outside the State for higher studies, have chosen not to 
return because of absence of suitable jobs; all such devel-
opments have resulted in a brain-drain whereby Assam 
has been deprived of the services of enterprising people. This makes it imperative that the State Government take 
steps to create an environment which would result in cre-

ation of jobs, suclh as industrialization, nass-based organi-zation of the agricultural sector etc. It has been Assan's 
missortune that eveu seven anda hall decades after inde 

pendence major Indian entrepreneurs continue to shun 
this region, thus it would be up ty the State Governnent to 
remove such a roadlblock. 
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THE ZFACTOR 

Leavethe 
schoolsalone 

ate last month, a Kannada textbook for the eighth grade had peoplerolling on the floor and laughing 
Mafter it claimed that Hindutva ideologue Vinayak Damodar Savarkar often flew out of prison on a bird 

while he was lodged in the Andamans jail. 
Somefolks claimedthatthe parable was metaphoric and not literal, but the context ofthat story didn't seem to suggest that at all: The author leads by describing 

Savarkar's prison cell, which he says lacked even a key-
hole. "But still," he narrates, "somehow bulbul birds 
used to come flying into the cell, and sitting on their wings, Savarkar used tovisit his motherlandeveryday." 

Insofar as the cult of glorification of a personality 
goes, that chapter shouldrankanmongst the world's best. 
But how convincing is it really? Over the years, many 

countrieshavedabbled andexperimentedwith the right 
proportion of fact and fantasy in cultivating the most 
sustainable and compelling personality cults. 

In Russia, kindergarten kids once made a cartoon 
supervised by their teacher- that showed President 
Vladimir Putin wrestlingwith a brownbear and flipping 
it over his head with his bare hands. China's Xi Jinping 
hasgenerallytaken amore serious approach--infusing 
his "XiJinping Thought'into theschool curriculum. But 
occasionally, even his propaganda effortshave bordered 

on the frivolous. Fouryears ago, he 

bannedafilm featuring Winnie the 
Pooh because-well, simply put-
he lookslike him. Morerecently, he 
pulled outGeorge Orwell's books on 
authoritarianism off the syllabus, 
with incredible amounts ofself-im 

plicating irony. 
Yet, the unchallenged gold med-

allist in propaganda and indoctri-

nation is inarguably North Korea. 

Schoolchildren in that country are 
things global and, self- taught that Kim Jong-il-father of 
confessedly, master of the reigning Kim Jong-un -was 
none, notwithstanding bornatop the sacred Paektu Moun-
his Columbia Master's, tain, under a double rainbowand a 

a stint with the UN and glowing new star which heralded 
with monarchs in the his coming (in reality, Kim Jong-il 

had been born in a small Siberian 

village). His official biography also 
claimed that his body was so well 

calibrated that he never had to uri-

Mohamed 
Zeeshan 

is a student of all 

Middle East 

@ZeeMohamed 
nate or defecate! 

But as hilarious as these stories might sound, cen-
tralised and unaccountable control overthe education 

system can also be used for more sinister purposes. In 

the aftermath of the Ukraine invasion, for instance, 

Putin hasused the Russian schoolsystem to teachyoung 
children a falsified version of history and mould them 
into warmongers. One Kremlin bureaucrat recently 

told thousands of teachers at an online workshop that 

their jobis literally to "infect them with our ideology." 
Meanwhile, Turkey's Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 

turned what was previously one ot the Muslim world's 

most secular education systems into a tervent Islamist 

factory.La_tyear, astudy of 28 new Turkishtextbooksby 

a Jerusalenr basedresearchinstitute found that public 
school students in tlhat country are taugh that jihadis 
aresponsibiliuy tor every good Muslimand that veiling 

is "an order of Allah." 
The dangeTsotacentralisedandeorruptededucation 

systemarenot ditlculi to see. truns seautitic temper 

andthe ability to thuuk crtcally (in Lact, 1 nost cases, 

that'sexactlywlattliey aredeMIKdtodo twkilleritcal 

thinkng andieelby all polit'aloppostio). 
Anduthe 

longrun, tlat uais thatthecotiy spopulauo Is u 

able to inveni, 
moVateor creule eavlg t acduxre 

ccooy at best, anda laikrl State at wOrst. 
Butinthecaseoully aundeeuostrably grated 

storisst"'has beWIstng ad brdTuling. vealso 

has to wonmler: iuuw Jtr kuds suppostd to tuke scltoo! 

serously itt traches them suchttash *vHAsi3 
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In Kerala, it's governor versus chief min1ster 

Raging battle 
erala has seen many bit-
ter altercations between SOUTHERN SKIES entation of visual evidence of 

the 'attempt to murder. But that 
furned out to be a bummer ith 
nothing more than what the televi 
Sion channels had showed earlier. 
Khan also read out from letters of 
the chief minister assuring himn of 
non-interterence with the gover 
nor's authority as chancellor. Khan 
accused Vijayan of reneging on his 
promise as the government is mov 
ing to bring in ordinances to curtail 
his powers as university chancel-
lor. He also revealed that Vijayan 
had personally requested him to 
extend Ravindran's tenure as the 
vice-chancellor. 

state governments and 

governors. This is not 
inusual in states where 

the party in power is opposed to 

the ruling dispensation at the Cen-
tre. Yet, the ongoing spat between 
the 17-month-old Left Democratic 

M.G. RADHAKRISHNAN 

Front government and the gover 
nor, Arif Mohammed Khan, has as-
sumed unprecedented dimensions. 
For the first time in Kerala's history, 
the governor held a two-hour-long 
media conference at the Raj Bha-
van on September 19 to attack the 
government and the chief minister, 
Pinarayi Vijayan. 

Crossing 
straints, Khan slammed the gov-
ernment's various policies and said 
the LDF's ideology is of "foreign 
origin" that believed in violence as 
a legitimate political tool. The chief 
minister has nowW accused the gov-

ernor of having political ambitions 
and being a tool of the sangh pari-
var to destabilise his government. 
Khan has indicated that he wouldn't 
sign the government ordinances 
intended to curtail the authority of 
the governor as university chancel-
lor and alter the constitution of the The chief minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan (left), and the governor of 
Lokayukta. 

A veteran with a halfa-centu-
ry-long chequered political career, 
Khan has deployed all the tricks calling the governor's outburst ri- aside his written text, Khan had perennial questions regarding con 
of brinkmanship in the ongoing diculous and not befitting his office. 
war of attrition. What's new is the I don't know what is happening earlier speakers against the CAA, thority of the governor vis-à-vis the 
high-decibel clash between the gov- to him. He seems to be venting his including Ragesh, who was then state government. The CPIMD's 
ernor and the chief minister. The frustration from some of his plans a Rajya Sabha member. He later declaration of war against Khan is 
state's two highest functionaries getting defeated. Mr Khan should accused Ragesh of preventing the reminiscent of the call by the Jyo 
had refrained from attacking each examine himself or get himself 
otheruntilnow. This continued even examined." Vijayan asked how a Khan blamed Ravindran for alleg- to boycott the then govemor. AP. 
when the governor clashed many chief minister could know every edly Joining the then 88-year-old Sharma, for his rejecion ot the 
times with the Communist Party detail about the family members of Habib in trying to assault him phys names proposed by the government 
of India (Marxist) or the Congress his staff. "Besides, is being the wife ically and tearing up his security of as vice-chancellors of the univers 
since he took over in September of my staff a disqualification?" he ficer's uniform. Khan said it was an ties of Burdwan and Calcuta and 
2019. But on September 15, the asked. Quoting the Constitution and attempt to murder! Habib, the IHC's withholding consent to the Caleutta 
governor took on the chief min- landmark judicial verdicts, Vijayan outgoing chairman, who was on the University amendment bil 
ister personally for the first time, said the governor's words and deeds dais, had walked up to Khan when he 
accusing him of nepotism. Khan had no constitutional validity 
was relcrring to the controversial 
appointment of Priya Varghese as saying he was happy that Vijavan Godse instead. This enraged kKhan. 
associate professor of Malayalam had ended his proxy war and come and both exchanged angry wordshas un to his detence Cught un 
at the University of Kannur, alleg 
dly overlooking more deserving held a media conference at the Raj tun to his seat by Ravindran Khan while opposing the governnent. 
Candidatues. Varghese is the wile of 3havan and repeated his allega 
KK Ragesh, the CPI(M)'s lormer tions. The governor also presented ister, Who holds the hone usnywitn Anaui who never isses un op 

ajya Sabha member, who is now Visuals ad letters by the chief min-

the chi-f minister's private secre ister claiming to bolster his charges. 
1ary aunyosne Deleve the Chief He accused Vjayan Rages, ant ling against hiun which was a cog 
Minister didn't know this?" Khan the Uok vice-chancello, Gopinath nisable otfence. Khan had earier troversy was ragung, he touk tue to 
askod He also said he wouldn't Ravindran, of condoning or helping called Ravindran a "eriminal and meet Nohun Bhagwat the RSS ar 

allow executive interference in uni 
versities. " had said carlier I will leged attempt to assault him at the hecklers werv not tirom Kerala but ala "What swnung n t' Ihave been 
give up my chancelor poition And ndian History Congress's B80dhh ses n Jawaharlal Nehru University close tu the RSS snee 1986." he sul 
I Sll do nol want to cuntinue, but sion held iu the Uok in December nd danna NMlha Istauma and that 
if l'm the thancellor, I will not be a 2019. The session witnesset livid al 

rubber laii 

Coincidentally, Khan's detrac-
tors at the IHC Agure in Varghese's 
appointment issue, providing him 
with a perfect target. Varghese's 
husband, Ragesh, was the irst to 
provoke Khan at the IHC by speak-
ing most vociferously against 
the Modi government. Habib and 
Ravindran had been among the 
left-wing historians at the Indian 
Council of Historical Research with 
whom the irst Modi government 
had a major spat in 2015. Ravindran. 
who was then a professor at Jamia 
Millia, had resigned as the ICHR's 
member secretary, alleging saf-
fronisation of the ICHR. 

constitutional re-

Kerala, Arif Mohammed Khan 
Khan's outburst against the 

Vijayan hit back immediately, in his inaugural speech. Seting government has, once again. raised 

countered the charges made by the stitutional federalism and the au 

police from stopping the hecklers. Basu government in Bengal in 1984 

quoted Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

Khan promptly returned the fire, and told him to quote Nathuuram 
ven as the CPl(M's iusill.ade 
against Khan gatheis stean 
the Bhauraiya Janata Pug 

out in the open. Two days later, he ntil Habib was persuaded to e- the cosstire is the Congus, which. 

also suggested that the chiet mu doesint WUnt to apper to be Niendly 

portfolio, had prwvented the police portnuty to tlauunt his clsenss t 
fiom registering a case of hech the BJP.und the Rashtuiva Swo u 

sevak Sungh Even whle the con 

many wrongdomgs, including nal Hlabib a "g0onda". Khan sud his unghchalak, who Ws visitin Ker 

Meanwhile, Khuis lntauitou 
the sho ot plwunds pomtext to a wIth th niedia aPpeas tu be over 

atter he tcd urt.atin questtots 
t the R.y 1ihvun neetig The nent 

tercations between the governor onn conspiraey unst him The IC 
One sil iadmany delegates, iclud 

ng the historn, rtn Habib, ons, yung it made spevLl r he silt he wuuldat speuk to 

the uthei Soue delegates al>o luxk 
led Khan by slhoutin; sloxals and 
Tale placad when u defviulext 
the Cinhip (Anndnn) At t the governws cVWdet atia 
andth Nanndra Modi govennent vts'rvav w.s hus proistkt pres ale e ive yeUn -Y«/®| 

wportdly ciisnussAt Khan' s chany 

Inents for his seeutity at the cUst ot tlh herali eti.a lI t hal n 

Rs8lahh 
M.G. Radhakrishnan, a 
senior journalist based in 
Thiruvananthapuram, has 
worked with various print arnd 
electronic media organisation 

But the most iwaltnt noinlsid fittungly to the chiet mtsor 
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Libraries rescue 
education in rural1 

Karnataka 
buildings with child-friendly 

murals and gardens. The 
KEERTY NAKRAY 

ovid-19 posed one of the funds untied by panchayats 
greatest challenges to were utilised judiciously. The 
the education system state government has sanc 

with school closures. Accord- tioned 339 new libraries this 
ing to UNESCO, the pandem- year. Many students use the 
ic has led to school closures library space for doing their 
in 191 countries, leaving 1.6 homework or preparing for 
billion (90.2%) students out of competitive examinations. 
schools. The World Economic Some libraries also house 
Forum has estimated that 320 indoor games like chess, car 
million learners in India have rom, and ludo, and have tel 
been affected by Covid-19 and evision screens for learning 
have transitioned to e-learning. resources. 

India is marked by inter and 
intra-household disparities in 19 akh children have been 
access to technologies such as enrolled as members and can 
television, laptops, tablets, mo- access libraries free of cost. 

bile phones, and the Internet. Picture books, story books, 
In September 2020, a phone- dictionaries, etc., have been 
based survey conducted by the received as donations with 
Annual State of Education Re-
port (ASER) showed that one Foundation, Pratham Books 
in three children in rural area and other organisations. Sev 
had no learning activity, and eral NGOs are supporting 
only one in 10 had access to the initiative: Concerned for 
live online classes. Learning. Working Children (CWC), 
or lack of it, is only one part of Children's Movement for Civil 

theproblem; closing ofschools Awareness (CMCA), Adhyayan 
led to the non-availability of Foundation, Bharat Gyan Vig 
mid-day meals, disruption in yan Samiti (BGVS), Kalike-Ta-
routines, mobility restrictions ta Trust, Akanksha Charitable 
on play, and lack of interac- Trust, Yuva Chintana Founda-
tions with peers - all of which tion and India Literacy Project. 

affected children's overall Efforts are on to upgrade 500 

well-being 
Amid this grim scenario, disabled-friendly with ramps, 

Karnataka ushered in a new aids and learning materials in 
social movement through re- Braille for the blind. 
juvenation and recalibration According to Uma Ma-
of its 5600-strong network hadevan-Dasgupta, additional 
of rural libraries. Historical chief secretary, Panchayat Raj 
ly, decentralised governance in Karnataka, this initiative is 
through Panchayat Raj In- unique because it envisions 
stitutions (PRIs) has been the rural library as a knowl-
pivotal to empowering rural edge centre: "Por rural chil-
communities in Karnataka. A dren, these libraries are more 

three-tier model of governance thanjust a repository of books. 
with gram panchayats, taluk They provide access not only 
and zilla panchayats has been to books, but also to online 

at the centre of developmen resources; more important 
tal activities in the state with ly, they provide access to safe 

robust implementation of the spaces for children to read, re 
gender and caste-based reser flect, interact and learn." 
vations.Additionally, based on 
a state legislation for libraries, experiments to reimagine the 
the local bodies levy a library education systemsupported by 
cess, which supports develop decentralised learning spaces 
ment and maintenance of its for rural children. Along with 

libraries. 
With the onslaught of the taka's rich traditions ofintellec 

first wave of the pandemic, tual discussions, literature and 
the PRIs ensured doorstep music, rural libraries are stra 
delivery of Anganwadi and tegically placed to be a part of 
midday meal rations for chil policy framework to leverage 
dren. Also, ruralchildren Karnataka's existing vantage 
were enrolled free of charge as at the centre of India's science 
library members. In addition, and innovation economy. It can 
a public movement was initi- produce the next generation of 
ated to collect books through leaders in science, literature, 

community donations. The and culture. 
honorarium paid to librarians 
was increased, and training Jindal Global Law School, 
programmes were launched NCR Delhi and Adjunct 
to upskill them. 

The panchayats played avi- Yenepoyu (Deemed to be 
tal role in renovating library Universiy), 1V1 281 

Within a short span, over 

support from Azim Premji 

beacon libraries which will be 

Rural libraries are unique 

a potential to harness Karna-

(The writer is Professor, 

Fa cul Centre for Ethics, 
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Playtime is key to intelligence, academic success 
Playtime must find place of importance in the day's routine of children, for key life lessons are learnt in this manner 

T High 
United 

Commission 
Nations 

for 
opportunities both for struc- ascribe the same to other choosing careers, and also arealso useful for projection one's full potential. 
tured and unstructured play. experiences. 
Unstructured play, also 
known as free play is pre- games, critical thought and sion making and evaluating Scenarios during play would like adults, experiencing hap- also noice children being 
dominantly child-led. self-awareness are required. provides a framework for also be adept at imagining piness provides encourage- able to do more chalenging 
Children design these expe-
riences for themselves to for the routine of the day or 
seek moments of happiness the timetable of the school. such as pros and cons, logi-
and excitement. These Children get limited opportu-
opportunities look like mak- nities to experience agency ising their emotions. They core, component of achieve- do more. 
ing up games and creating and choice. While engaging learn to collaborate with peers ment is the ability to set 
rules of fair play. Play-time in playtime, children are not to arrive at a conclusion. 
structured or led by adults, only making conscious choic-
while beneficial, reaps limit- es about who to play with but students the language to com- Playtime builds this thing just a tad bit more As adults, we engage with 
ed benefits. 
The idea is to make chil-
dren participate in experi 
ences that are self-directed when does one win, and based play inculcates essential take better steps towards becomes larger or the intro- telt in that moment, and how 

moments. Research indicates strategize about how they leadership skills as well. 
that it is the unstructúred can win. These decisions 
moments in which children which seem insignificant are engrosses children in a state which bring a feeling of hap- Building the schema of tack- how much children could 
experience wonder and building blocks ot executive of wonder, develops key pinesS and satety, choosing ling tough tasks after experi- beneht it they got to expen 
delight. During real play, chil- functions. 
dren shape the meaning they Same skills are employed ble for constructing thought pride, and eventually staying other aspects as well. One well it might prepare them or 
derive from their worlds and when organising self-study, and imagination. These skills in professions, which harness may notice children doing a complex, challengingworld 

simpler contentbefore 
when making emotional life into the future. A child who Delight is an underrated attempting to study the more 

In choosing types of choices. Exposure to deci- can imagine make-believe aspect of a child's life. Much ditticult subjects. One might Human Rights 
nises play as a fundamental 

right for every child. Play 
time must be looked at as an 

cog 

Children's day is scheduled thinking his or her success in the ment to take on challenging work when they are working 

Children acquire tools future. They would be able to situations and embrace with their friends. It is the 
think through who they want resilience. Feeling truly sat- feeling of happiness that pro-oPportunity to enhance over 

all development of children 
and not something that iss 

adopted at the expense of aca 
demic achievement. ThusS, 
play is not an antithesis to 
brain and whole child devel-

opment, but an important 
aspect of it. 

Very often, children are 

told that they can play once 
they finish their homework. 
In other instances, play time 

1s used synonymously as 

organised sports classes. 
However, play is characterised 
by choice, wonder, and 

delight. Hence, children have 

to be provided with adequate 

SMRITI PARIKH 

cal reasoning and even organ- to be when they grow up. A isfied empowers the child to pels them torward 

As long as we continue to 

When they experience look at playing as the oPpo-
vision and goals tor an delight,. they find it within site ot academics, we are 

their potential to do some- doing a disservice to children. Unstructured play gives unknown tomorrow. 

also what and how to play. municate their own thoughts awareness of scenarios that challenging than what they play too, through board 
They even make decisions respectfully and negotiation feel joytul and motivating. could do the last time. So, the games or other party games. 
regarding team members; tactics. Furthermore, team- Such awareness helps them arena tor hide and seek Try and remember how you 

personal achievement, such duction of special powers it might have impacted your 

Play time, which as, staying in riendships, during play is often seen. functioning. NOw imagine 

(The author is head of 
literacy, The Acres 

Foundation) 

areas of the brain responsi- subject areas which instil encing joy is essential for ence that consistently. How 
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Development Issues 
Development should be viewed as a journey to achieve freedom. It is a process of generation 

and realization of new opportunities. Sustained development, however, is a continuous 

process. Imparting proper education is a deliberate, spontaneous, process. It enlarges 

abilities. Social goals and social content of education appear to be equally important 

¢PAA 

line in human development mir Advocating equal rights for of thought. Political and civil 
he 2021 Human Develop- rors this trend impacted by inter- women and children has been freedom is part ot human ree-

ment Index (HDI) report secting crises. But there is good and will contünue to be an impor dom. But there appears to be lack 
released recentuy by the news. Compared to 2019, "the tant factor underlying this evolu- ot reedom, affecung mulions in 
United Najons Develop- impact of inequality on human tion. The assessment ot percel our counry. Labour bondage is 

Development should be 
ment Pro8ram (UNDP) ndicates development is lower, accord- ved satistaction and dissatistac an example. 

a global decline and lndia is at the ing to Shoka Noda, the UNDP tion prove to be useful. Admin-
132nd position out of 191 coun- Resident Representative in India. istrative records do not always viewed as a journey to achieve 

tries. The Human Development 
Report, a measure of a nation's development as conceived by the supplied by nodal agencies are ation and realization of new op-

health, education and average United Nations Development most likely to be inaccurate. 
income- has declined for two Programme (UUNDP) are unique. Another indicator is the pro- ment, however, is a continuous 

years in a row 2020 and 2021 Monitoring development over portion of households with at least process. Needless to say, impart 

reversing five years of progress, time is important in order to im- one literate member. Most devel- ng proper education is a deliber-

the report says. Ine report cate prove the life-styles of common oped countries which have had ate, spontaneous, process. It enl-

gorically Stated LIKe global people. Some typical qualitative compulsory educaion do not nec arges abilities. 

trends, in India s case, the drop in indicators are litera-

HDI from 0.645 in 2019 to 0.633 cy, mortality and 
in 2021 can be attributed to morbidity rates, in-

falling perceived life expectancy- come elC. The 
69.7 to with 67.2 years, India's UNDP over the years 
expected years of schooling stand has focused on the 

at i.9 years and the mean years inter-relationships 
oI schooling are at 6.7 years in between human 

line wiui ue giooa ueei 

e latest Hunan Develop- human rights. lt 

ment Keport- Uncertain Times, analyses the impact 
Unsettled Lives: Shaping our liu- ol, growth, econom-

ture in a Transiorming worla, C Strucures, human 

launched by the UNDP empha- rights development 

SIses the importance of uncert- and reiterates that 

ainty prevailing in the world. The elimination of pov-
Covid-19 pandemic has accentu- erty should be ad-
aled the problem to a greal ex- aressed as a basic 

tent. In addition, political turm- entiuement o hu-

oil, economic regression, global man right and definitely should numan beings such as harmony treedom is our main object and 

climate clhange and war surely not be perceived as an act ol and happiness while considerin8 means for total development, it 
decelerated the quality of human charity. The value ot HDI, its rele he human development index Is imperative that we should re-

life at least ior ive years. t transpires from the UN re- ognized. Consequenuy the hu- cauon and income, accordin8 to particularly for rural and back 

port uiat India is lagging belhind man poverty index (HP) emerges UNDP, would enable human ward sectons. 

Bangladesh (129), Bhutan (127), asa powerlul instrument lor con- bein8S to be more developed. 

Srilanka (73) and China (79) so ceptual understanding and embr-

lar as HDI 1s concerned. Be that acing sustainable developinent, 
as it may the UNDP report on re cent HDI is succincl and quintes- cholces and opportunities im- G00d incommes can combat in- higher education level immedi 

sential; it embraces major issues plles that poverty must be ad- equality ot opportunitdes in many ately, it real natlon-building 

concerning development. dresSed in all is dimensions, not respecis. Generauon ol lncone development is our alm. 
The world is scrambling to income alone, despile the lact Is good and perhups a driving 

respond to back to back crlses. that a lot can be achieved in nu- orce to improve the quallty ot 8trcat relevance cven today, des 
We have seen with cost of living man developmnent by utulzing te to a certain extent. At tne pite dhe smart cities' concept. 

and energy crises that, while il 1S ncome. lus absolutely essenual Sune ame, ellective and mean Even today, the plcture of rural 

tempting to locus on quick Iixes uat income slhould not dictate inglul use ol imcome seems to nda has not changed. Bullock 
like subsidizing fossil fuels, Im- he value of the HDI. The HDI In- more lmportunt, particularly in carts, mud roads, absence of safe 

mediate relicl tactics are delay- dex has been criticized on a (he lield ol educatlon which drinking water, electricity and 

ing the long-term systematic number ol grounds. lior exanple, Would ultmately bring soclal minimum health care system 

changes ve must make," iteral t lals to Include any ecologicul harimony and happiness. 

ed Achim Steiner, administrator, considerations Including envi.- The classical ldeas of develop- Is still seen. 

UNDP. It is true that despite se ronmenl and climate change, mentas perceived by Aristote, Narl 

vere uncertainty, many countries oxclusively pinpointing on na- Max, John Stuart M ls signilican brought about closer conmuni-

are striving hard to get buck on tlonu perlormance and ranking even today. The terms de cation, there Is still an in-built 

their lect, but the recovery Is In- and not paying cognizance to velopinent and Ireedom 

Igniflcant. As a matter ol lacl, development irom a global per common. However, Curelul con rural areas. The welfare of the 
the health crlsis intenslfied, with spective. The Impertectlons of slderation would revel the inuica- rural poor is absolutely impe. 

wo thirds of countries recordlng the IDI Index und its shortcom Cyol the tvwo words. Developinent rative and urgent need in the 
further reductions in lile expec ngs IIke other composite Indices lor wliomf What is lreedom present scenarlo, not by prod. 

tuncy at birth, the report suld. 

The lunun Development including its transtormauon and types ot lreedom, 1IKe ireeuom on8 and widening their iinds to 

Neport slhows that the progress evoluuon as well as Jts distulation speech, Ireedom to WTte and gIve strengtli and consciousnesy 

globally is In revese. Indla's dec 

The qualitative indicators of give correct results. Statistics freedom. 1t is a process of gener-

portuniues. Sustained develop-

essarily measure Social goals and social con 
literacy. Similarly, tent of education appear to be 

few hospital beds equally important. Freedom of 

or limited availabil- education only can ultimately 
ity of health care bring human freedom and its 
centres per 10,000 total development. It is a gor 

population is an Ous journey trom untruth to 

indicator of a lack truth, from darkness to l'ght, 

Ol miniinum imira- trom 18norance to cons Clous-

structurO because ness. FTeedom through educa-

of geographical tion is necessary in our country 

misdistribution of with 424 million illiterates 
health care centres 
that are inaccessi- aged between six and 10, do not 
ble to the lower even atternd school, and about 40 

COe 8roup. per cent drop out before reach 

wever the ing class five. In tertiary educa-

UNDP 18nores he don, the enrolment is six per nt 

essential needs ot only. If advancement ot human 

development and 

PARTHASARATHI 
CHAKRABORTY 

Around 35 million children, 

he wrter, a fomer Reader 
In ChemlstrYPreside 

UCC and UNICEF 

vance and importance is wel Tec D). Expansion ot hean, eau- examine our education policy, 

Itis absolutely imperative to 
Surely income and health initiate qualtative improvement 

may be attribuled as powertul programmes in the ield of edu-

Recognizing the poverty oI Instruments oI development. cadon, right irom the primary to 

Rural reconstruction has 

and other basic amenities of life 

Although technology has 

are imbalance between urban and 

evoke nmany pertinent questlons 
There certalily exist Vartous ding mere literacy but by nurtur 

and relnement. 
express vlews and ldeas, Irecdon n all possible directlons. AC 
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India canlead the 
wayin sustainable 

development 
HARISH HANDE the primary cause and driver 

of the global climate crisis. It 
or India, 2022is a historic need not follow the present 

year. It was 75 years ago ways of capitalism that have 
that the nation attained led to a gaping divide between 

independence and demon- therichand poor. By the time it 
strated to the world how de- turns 100 in 2047, India could 
mocracy and diversity could become the one-stop knowl 
come together. Of course, it edge hub of sustainability for 
has not been a smoothjourney, the world. 
with a large part of the popu 
lation still battling social issues ments in higher education, has 
- hunger, malnutrition, lackof created multiple pockets of 
basic amenities, and above all, high-quality innovation as well 
an uncertain future. Yet, India as training facilities. While the 
has comealong way. Problems utilisation ofsuch physical and 
exist, but the pathway to ad- human resources has not been 
dressing them and becoming optimum, the investment still 
a 'developed' country is very stands. India should take ad-
clear now, more than ever. 

Let us step back a bit. Glob- reserves to create appropriate 
ally, the 20th and 2lst centuries and pragmaticsolutions for the 
have seen unprecedented ad- diverse set of concerns cutting 
vancements in terms of tech- across sectors andgeographies. 
nology, transportation and Realising the urgency of en-
communication. However, suring parity, all stakeholders 
there exists another stark real led by the UN set multüple tar, 
ity: Millions across the world, gets by creating the Sustaina 
mostly in the global South, bleDevelopment Goals (SDGs) 
barely have access to funda- 2030. Nations came together 
mental services suchas health, and promised to eradicate ex-
education, clean water, housing treme poverty by 2030. They 

and livelihoods. 

India, through its invest 

vantage of having the right 

also pledged to reduce emis 
Unsustainable consumption sions by 30% in the same time 

patternsin the West, in pursuit rame. 

of growth and unfettered focus 
on wealth accumulation, have well in many of the human de-
escalated the climate crisis velopmene indices (ED) and 
to unprecedented levels for are lagging behind in the 2030 
India and other developing UN SDGs. It must be noted 
countries. Silent disasters like that these figures warrant fur 

the droughts in central India, ther study, since the diversity 
immense heat stresS in most of India, in terms of culture, 

parts of the country, cyclónes geography and climatic condi 
in the eastern part, and large- tions, calls for customised pro-
scale floodsin the northeastern grammes to enhance the HD 

states are causing generation- and SDGindicators. 

al poverty besides exerting 
immense pressure on India's themasses, India has faultered 
developmental resources- it in designing and implement-

is like turning the clock back ing its social programmes. 

every fewyears. 
Inequalityand climate issues utilisation in agriculture has 

are becoming powerful barri- lowered water tables across 
ers for economically disadvan- the country causing hardships 

taged communiies tO take any tomany. 

sort of concrete steps to move 

forward. Unfortunately, there complex and are contextual 

are very few programmes in to geographies, topographies, 

the world that are designed geopolitics and in recent dec 

from the point of view of ben- ades, climate. Poverty is not 

eficiaries/ Poorly designed a homogenous, financially 

programmes, and short-term defined bracket. Lack of ac-

projects designed without the cess to essential services like 

involvement of indigenous health and education, denies 
intellectual expertise have good quality of life to people. 

formed the status quo in the It constantly puts pressure on 

development world. This also existing resources and assets. 

gives India an opportunity toWith its rich intellectual re-

take the lead. 

Today, India has a chance development of contextual 

to be a country that can show and sustainable solutions to 

the world what inclusivity and poverty, even before it enters 

sustainability can do. It has a its centenary year. 
chance to stay away from the (The writer is a Magsaysay 

high-energy pathway of the vurdeeandfounder of 

West which, in many ways, 1s SELCO) 371 

Currently, we do not fare so 

In its endeavour to benefit 

For example, inefficient water 

Solutions to poverty are 

sources, India could lead the 
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EWS quota must wait 
The SC has reserved its decision; the emotive 

issue must be amicably solved 
"he reservation is as emotive an issue as it is economic. Nevertheless, it remains 

unresolved to date as both parties dig their heels in the court. The Supreme Court 
has reserved ts decision on 10 per cent quota to persons from Economically Weaker 

Sections (EWS).The Central Government's decision to give 10 per cent reservation to 
economically weaker sections over and above 50 per cent already given to other back-
ward castes, and Schedule Castes & Tribes. The petition was filed against the 103rd 
amendment to the Constitution, which introduced changes to Articles 15 and 16 that 
deal with the right to equality and provide the basis for reservations. The argument against 
the amendment is that the 50 per cent limit on reservation cannot be crossed as it would 
tantamount to violate the basic premise of Constitution, which is equality. The Centre 
had earler told the Supreme Court that the EWS quota does not erode the rights of 

Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities 
as they already enjoy many other benefits. 

The Government contention that the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes have been given sev-
eral benefits under the Constitution, including 
Article 16(4)(a) (special provision for promotion) and 
Article 332 (reservation in State Assemblies), may 
be true but unfortunately despite all these benefits 
they still remain on the lowest rung of social hier-
archy and lag behind on the economic front as well. 
But having said that, the economic criterion must 
be at least a factor while giving reservation to any 
section of society.The Government introduced the 

EWS quota for those who do not fall in the category of SC/ST and 0BCs but have 
an annual family income of less than T8 lakh per annum. The intent was right but 
the method was not. And this is what is being contested by the petitioners. The cri-
terion is arbitrary and impractical, to say the least. To be fair to the Government, it 
cannot touch the reservation to SC/ST and 0BCs and so it has no choice. Last year, the Supreme Court had said that the criteria seemed arbitrary. Since the income 
criteria of 78 lakh per annum was used to exclude the 'creamy layer' from the 0BC 
quota, the court said it was 'mechanical' and included to distinguish EWS as well. 
The SC observation holds water as ground realities may be very different. The deci-
sion of Supreme Court in this regard would be a landmark in the debate for reser-
vations and could stir a hornet's nest. 
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PM SHRI schools reimagine education in India 
The Cabinet's approval to PM SHRI schools presents a rare opportunity for the country to take a quantum leap in education 

affirmative, and the acade Cabinet has recently through Challenge Mode, PM schools for rising India guidance to each student 
Early internship possibil- mia is euphoric-signalling approved the launch of a where schools compete to will differentiate themselves PM SHRI Schools will 

ities, job shadowing, build- two significant indicators new centrally sponsored become exemplary schools from the rest. The govern manage teacher talen 
ing cultural competencies, that the buy-in for the _cheme for setting up PM succeeding through a rigor- ment has an ambitious target through astructured 

1or whole-Child education approach, involving teachers 

The selected schools will through motivation to learn in decision-making and pol 
skills and school-college place, visualised outcomes will influence, inspire, and undergo intervention, sup and succeed, while promot- icy implementation. Ireating8 partnership will, take the recognised, and infrastructur impact other schools, receive port, and quality assessment ing the relevance of the learn teachers as valuable assets, 
students on a lifelong learn- al requirements identified, performance-based bud- from 2022-23 to 2026-27. ing experience for future intentional investment in 

we need strong institutions to getary allocation and adhere The entire process will be dri- lives and careers, and instill- their capacity building career 
ven by an Online Challenge ing a sense of belonging in management and promotion 

Of the total project cost of Portal, open once every quar the school environment, will be hallmarks of these 

The National Education 
Policy 2020 recognis-
es schools as places for 

intellectual development and 

oration goals. 

building. SHIRI schools (PM schools for ous three-stage process. the spirit. of volunteering. change is working, 
micro-credentials in life 

character 
Once the policy is in Rising India). These schools Preparing students to 

become responsible citizens 
and active participants in 
community development is 

the original mandate of the 

policy. The policy envisages 
a focus on more than acad-

emics, fostering whole-child 
development. 

Para 4.43 of the policy 

elaborates that fostering stu 
dent agency must begin with 
self-regulated learning, self-
assessment, peer-tutoring 
and peer-to-peer assessment. 
It will help students care 
more about communicating 
with each other an (The author is a Delhi-basca pative implementation strat-teacher to retlect on their 
learning and pursue collab-

ASHOK PANDEY 

ing trajectory. 
A policy of the scale of foster learning and culture. In to standard benchmarks. 

NEP 2020 requires enabling the budget speech 2021-22, 
legislation, curriculum the Finance Minister Nirmala 27360 Cr spread over five ter for the first two years. The besides adopting a broader schools. 

framework, inter-ministeri- Sitharaman announced more years, the significant contri policy stipulates that a max approach to knowledge and 

al dialogue, and preparing than 15000 schools will be bution of 18128 Cr will imum of two schools, one ele- skill acquisition. 
the ground for implementa- qualitativelý strengthened to come from the centre, and the mentary 

PM SHRI schools will 
endeavour to invite parents as 

and one Furthermore, embedding partners in learning. Their 
tion at multiple levels. The include all components of the States and UTs will ráise the secondary/senior secondary. technolosy must enable per resources, enerey and local 

remaining 9232 Cr. UDISE+ would be selected per block. sonalised and mastery-based network can be leveraged to 
These schools, she added, code having schools managed .The Bhaskaracharya learning. Tracking of data, benetit learnerslhere is also 

leading from the front, ini- will emerge as PM SHRI by the Centre/State/UT National Institute for Space edueational outcomes and the need for shirts in interac 
tiating discussions, address- schools in their regions, Governments/Local self-gov Applications and Geo timely interventions can be tive. participative, experien-
ing the nation, theme-based hand-holding and monitor ernments would be consid- Informatics (BISAG-N) will done more frequently with tial pedagogy and empower 
task allocation, and partici- ing other schools to achieve ered for selection under the service the scheme in geo the intervention of EdTech, ing learners o change their 

the ideals of the Policy. scheme. Selection of PM tagging and other related resulting in course correction, behaviour and act for sustain 
egy. The nation's response is Consequently, the Union SHRI schools will be made tasks. The big question is how remediation, änd prompt able development Bol 

policy is riding its course National Education Policy. 
with the Prime Minister 

educationist) 
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Matter Of Degrees 
UGC should think more on allowing four-year 

undergraduates to enrol for FPhDs 
TGC is set to allow four-year undergraduate degree holders to 

enrol for PhD programmes. It is also diluting the require-
ment of mandatory publication of a research paper before the 

award of aPhD. Quantitatively, no doubt these changes will produce 
more PhDs. Also true is thatanumber of foreigm universities allow 
undergraduates to skip the postgraduate stage and enrol directly 
for PhD. For some students it is a question of saving time, for some 
others money. But most students bypassing PG have a clear focus-
orthe institutions require they do-on their area of research. 

A PG course helps students do a deeper study of the discipline 
and also in research-because a dissertation has to be written. Delhi 
University's four-year undergraduate programme offers an honours 
degree with the last year dedicated to research. UGC's direct PhD 
reform will likely be open for those who perform excellently in 
this option but DU faculty members have complained that core 

discipline focus here is restricted to 
just three semesters. 

UGC then must ensure that PhD 
coursework also integrates parts of 
the PG curriculum. Many PhDs will 
go on to teach undergraduate and PG 
students and inadequate knowledge 
of the core discipline will impair 
teaching standards. In 2019, the US 
had 55,000 doctoral recipients. The 
same year, India had 2 lakh scholars 
enrolled for PhD and 39,000 doctoral 

recipients, a 100% and 70% rise respectively from just seven years 
ago-and for sure, quality wasn't following quantity 

Responding to complaints that the doctoral thesis screening isn't 
rigorous enough, UGChad mooted regulations like mandatory publi-
cation of research papers. But doing away with this can cut both 
ways. A doctoral student can focus on the thesis rather than a research 
paper but mandatory publication in a quality Scopus-indexed 
journal could prod the scholar to aim higher. A UGC study of 2,500 
research scholars at a top-ranked central university and an IT found 
75% of the university submissions weren't in Scopus journals, but 
the opposite was true for IITs. This may be partly explained by the fact 
that there are around 30,000 Scopus-indexed jornals in STEM and 
related fields against 14,000 for humanities and social sciences 
The moot point is that the same yardstick shouldn't apply across 
disciplines. A PG degree may be important in some disçiplines before 
a PhD and not so much in others. UGCmust tread carefully oh 
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In interest of students 
Resolve issues arising out of Haryana teacher policy 

ROTESTS by teachers were on expected lines as Haryana 
announced its new rationalisation policy, which it claimed was 
aimed at rectifying the disparities in the student-teacher ratio in 

government schools across 22 districts. The stiff opposition from unex-
pected quarters-the students, parents and villagers-calls for a more 
nuanced official response. Contrary to claims thatthe move is meant to 
address the issue of shortage of teachers, several schools in various dis--
tricts have either been left with fewer teachers or none at all. School gates 
getting locked, sloganeering and sit-in dharnas outside the premises to 
demand more teachers or protest closure are disturbing events. What is 
heartening to note is the community's involvement in seeking improved 
educational facilities. The issue cannot be left unattended. 

The government is well within its rights to merge schools with 
low student strength, like it did with 105 of them recently, with oth-
er schools within a 3-km radius. While confronting financial con-
straints and a shortfall of teachers, optimum utilisation of infra-
structure and human resources is a pragmatic approach. It is 
inevitable that the changes made to run the system better will 
cause unrest. The problem arises when decisions are taken without 
careful consideration of the consequences. The communication 
gap in conveying the reasons behind the policy shift adds to the 
disquiet. Not being open to a dialogue to make amends if the 
demands are rational is another failure. 

If the end result is that one student stands to benefit at the cost of 
another, the supposedly progressive strategy is flawed. The govern-
ment says it does have a plan to fill vacant posts, and is going through 

the litany of complaints and suggestions of teachers' organisations. 
What it needs to do is lend an ear to all the stakeholders, allay appre. 

hensions, and ensure that classes resume. 
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