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The performance of learning 

Image over text 
SAIKAT MAJUMDAR 

ince the beginning of the pan-
demic, my son, then six _years 
old, has been a busy autodidact, 
or rather a keen student of Pro-

fessor Youlube. beginning With 
card and magic tricks, he has gone on to 
acquire the beginnings of piano skils on 
a rudimentary keyboard, finally grad-
uating to his current obsession - the 

Rubik's Cube. Popular YouCubers, such 
as Cubehead and J Perm, now keep him 
Company during his designated screen 
time. In between, he had a similar period 
of obsession with the language-learning 
app, Duolingo, gravitating to Spanish 
and making enough progress to carry 
on basic conversation and reading. His 
sister, on the other hand, prefers to keep 
her nose buried in books and sits for 
hours with Gone with the Wind, chatting 
in between with her ffiends on Discord. 

It isn't so much the space between 
the four years that separate her, a late 
Gen Z, and him, an early Gen Alpha, as 
a difference in character and personaity 
that accounts for a gulf I see widening 
these days-between the desire to learn 
from books or from performance, virtu-
alised now in everything from recorded 
videos to interactive apps. I don't know 
how often one hears references to books 
in social gatherings outside literary and 
academic circles, but I'm certainly be-
ginning toO lose count of the time I hear 

people citing 'What Shashi Tharoor said great Indian fetish objectis on its way Madhusudan Dutt's epic poem, engages 
about British rule in an YouTube video, of being displaced by the text-video. 
never mind the fact that Tharoor's cri 
tique of imperialism has been contained creators of fction that people nowa knowing he is speaking to Dut himselr. 
in books by postcolonial historians for davs get their fil of life-narratives from A certain investment in the culture of 
many decades now - insights that are Netflix and social media rather than reading, in language and literature 
unlikely to reach a popular audience from novels. But this is now happening particularly in Bengali, Chakrabarty 
not just because they are academic but to learning as well. im not talkng or the points out, had come to define the meas-
increasingly because they are books, as terrifying joke of WhatsApp University ure of one's Bengaliness. An extreme 
opposed to video talks available online. 

in a discussion with the poet about blank 
It's been a complaint of lovers and verse ona chance encounter without 

and doctored vide0-sharing that cause representation of that long nineteenth 

The characterof the times cut across unrest, but more seriousin some century would be Nirad C. Chaudhuri 
party lines. Chairing a meeting to re cases, seriously protessionaused and Whosebookish, indeed textualized, 
view the implementation of the National profit-seeking vrtua plattorms. relationship with Europe embodied a 

Education Policy this July, he prime Aple and Spotify podcasts skyrocket in provincial cosmopolitanism that has minister himself has emphasised that popularity. Speaking personally, while l dehned the Bengali bhadralok through. 
"online education is becoming the order continue to hear from people who read outths ascendancy of print modernity. 
of the day." Along with older models of my writing, increasingly I hear from 
virtual lectures, such as the UGCrun people who've heard me speak instead. is, in some ways, the desire tor a teachen 

The desire for interactive learning 
television shows, the pandemic saw the either in real time or recording, ncIud- n a book, as the philosopher, Jacaues 
accelerated use of Swayam Prabha tel ing literary festivals and virtual talks Derrida, and the novelist, James.ov 
evision channels, the digital platform, organised by universities. 
Diksha, and the various e-Vidya initia-
tives; most recently, the prime minister warned that the new technology o present but invisible. Ina material sense. has declared his belief that "5G will take writing would weaken human memo tis 1s u'ue even in the book with the education to the next level" The pan- ry. Archiving makes us torget, ana Ceuoudest and most distinctive first. per demic, alas, has re-awakened us to the phone-natives cannot imagine a' me "son volce. But'my son tells me that the 
brutal reality of the digital divide, where when one had to remember phone num Duolingo bird tries to make him guilty 
access to device and bandwidth has bers or note them down n diaries. But by doing a sad face when he misses days 
marked the differences between some, the fact is that writing, printing and tex- with the app and is on the verge of los-
little, or no learning for over two years. 

But wherever there is access - and the wide avalability of printed books cheers and prances in joy when the 

5Cis finally here-virtual, performative and the emergence of a middle-class student cracks the problems. The child 
learningnow does what books used to do defined the climate of post-Enlighten- knows well that the standardised icons 
once upon a time. Even students opting ment £urope, as it shaped the Bengal and characters of virtual learning -
for text-heavy subjects such as sOciology Renaissance. Are these finaly coming Dr BinoCs or the Green Owl- are not 
and polltical science in the civil services to an end? Dipesh Chakrabarty seems to rea people who know their students 
examinations turn to BYJU's video lec- think so. "The long Bengali nineteenth beyond the limits of AI and graphic de 
tures and tutorials rather than thumb century is perhaps finally dying," he sign. But learners today, curricular and 
through books. IEven the textbook -- the wrote in 2004, even belore the sO-callecd recreational alike, prefer the virtua per-

nes have variously pointed out, the author Orality predates print. SoCrates s, or should be, a bit like god- omni. 

tuality created a new modernity where ing his learning steak. The green owl 

iGeneration had properly taken ofl in formance of recorded people or inter-
the subcontinent. The clture of that active characters/icons over the active 

Salkat Maljumdar ls Profossor of 
English and creative Wrlting at 
Ashoka Univereity 

century ls vividly chronicled by Rosinka agency required to yleld the force that 
Chaudhuri where a shopkeopor in amar 
ketplace, deeply immersed in Michael within us. 

turn books that can axe the rozen sea 

eyyio 
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Post-1947 architecture merits conservation 
Twas just a year back that India's 

world-renowned business school, 
the Indian Institute of Manage-
ment (IIM), Ahmedabad, celebrat-

ed 60 years of its inception. And today, 
ironically, it is talking about demolish-
mg some of its iconic core buildings. 
Ostensibly, the reason cited is that 
with decay, they are now beyond 
structural restoration and, therefore, 
raise safety concerns. 

We need to pause and reflect. One is 
not talking about just any building 
developed by an ordinary mind, but a 
rare masterpiece of modernism 

buildings with so many competing huge column-less hall to showcase 
claims, there will be a need to establish exhibits at the India Trade Fair held 
their outstanding merit by experts in 1972, marking 25 years of Inde-
enjoying unquestioned trust. The other pendence. The structure was both 
limitation is that as most of them are ingenious and indigenous as space 
functional, everyday-use buildings frames were usually built in steel 
sans themystique, romance and vener internationally."But, sinCe. that ation that old historic forts, palaces or could not be afforded in India at that 
places of worship enjoy, there is little time, the alternative was to make it 
popular support to preserve them. in prefab concrete," recalls Rewal. 
Even UNESCO included the category 
of modern heritage for recognition only India had only colonial edifices 
in 1975. And it is this clause that per-

RAJNISH WATTAS 
FORMER PRINCIPAL, CHANDIGARH 

COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE 

At the time of Independence. 

The recent laissez-faire built in eclectic, neo-classical styles 
or some art deco buildings in big approach to puling down 

modern buildings to make 
way for 'newer facilities is 
worrisome. Paucity of land, 
greed of hungry capital and 

tacit political patronage often classrooms, impromptu colloquiums 
combine to weave business 

haps will protect Le Corbusier's Capi-
tol Complex, Chandigarh, one day from cities. In a great act of farsighted-the fall ofa whimsical sledgehammer! 

Sometime back, there was even talk masters-Le Corbusier and Louis 
of demolishing Corbusier's Mill Kahn-to come and build. 
Owners' Building along the Sabar-
mati river in Ahmedabad. But then buildings in Chandigarh and Ahmed-
better sense prevailed and the 

devouring mercantile interests were the Assembly building of the new cap-
defeated. The recent laissez-faire ital city of East Pakistan now 
approach to pulling down modern Bangladesh)- came to design the IM buildings to make way for newer Inspired by the presence of these two 

designed by none other than Louis 
Kahn, feted all over the world as a ness, it invited two world-famous 

genius of architecture. 

Are great institutions only bricks and 
mortar or do they embody more? In While Corbusier went on to raise 

their timeless structures are embed-

ded collective memories of their alum- abad, Louis Kahn - then designing MASTERPIECE: A defining feature of lIM-Ahmedabad is its cuboid-brick 
structures punctuated by 'mdon windoWs'. PHOTO CREDIT: VASTU SHILPA FOUNDATION ni-hotly-contested debates outside 

in corridors and the buzz of cama-
raderie and laughter of the country's ty and immateriality in a timeless upthe old moss-laden stone facades for and better' facilities is worrisome. best and brightest. 

A defining feature of the IM. al author and critic William JR Curtis. 

and voids, light and shade, materiali- more floor area ratio (FAR) or sprucing 

interests where there is the masters, many young, talented Indian manner," writes eminent architectur- more tacky, glossy, new-age claddings? Paucity of land, greed of hungry cap- architects like BV Doshi, Achyut Kan-So marvellous are the present-day ital and tacit political patronage often vinde, Charles Correa and Raj Rewa In fact, he is the one who set the alarm techniques of conservation architects combine to weave business interests also took leaps of faith and returned 
price of everything, but value Ahmedabad is its numerous cuboid 
of nothing'. Luminaries are 

lamenting this mindless 
bulldozer' and 'wrecking ballweaves an ethereal poetry inspired by the profession, cascading by the day. 
approach to modern icons in the ancient and vernacular architec 

brick structures punctuated by bells ringing across the global archi-

arched and cireular 'mo0on windows' tectural fraternity about the demoli-
carved out in mute facades. The jux-
taposition of masses and voids rus of protests from leading lights of they are retrofitted with the best of 

and other related experts in adaptive 
reuse of old buildings that while 

tion plans. This has now led to a cho- retaining their external authenticity, 

where there is "the price of every-
thing, but value of nothing" 

Just a couple of years ago, it was brought with them a unique combine 
the Hall of Nations complex at Pra-
gati Maidan, New Delhi, that despite 

home to participate in the great adven 
ture of building in a îree India They 

of nationalism and internationalism. amenities inside. And Indian structur-
No wonder, the recently concluded Luminaries are lamenting this mind- al engineers are none behind the concerted and impassioned protests exhibition organised by the Museum tural forms of India. These openings less 'bulldozer' and 'wrecking ball world's best to shore up some merely by international architectural of Modern Art, New York, titled "Pro-

experts, was pulled down to make jects of Independence: Architectures Modern architectural heritage is par- way for a new 'state-of-the-art' busi- of Decolonisation in South Asia' had 

the name of making room for are also designed as light wells and approach to moderm icons in the name 60-year-old buildings! 

new, glossy pastiches of 

shallow architecture. 

natural cooling systems imparting of making room for new, slick and 
the interiors a shaded coolness, pro- glossy pastiches OI shallowarchiteciure ucularly vulnerable to such vagar1es ol ness-cum-conventiom centre. The the largest display îrom India. These 
tected from Ahmedabad's harsh cli- devoid of a great, timeless soul. 
mate, "He designed more than just a 

capricious erasures. There is very little fascinating structure designed by Can we ever imagine the dreamy protection available to them under the architect Raj Rewal and India's fore-
projects ushered in an era of inde-
pendent India finding its architectural 

coleion ot building s, it is a citadel spires of Oxford or Cambride being existing laws covering mainly aneient most structural engineer Mahendra voice and idiom They merit conservar 
of learning. H weaves together solids pulled down to make room for utilising monuments, Also in the case of modem Raj was the ltst of its kind to build a tion and clebraton. Not bulldozers 
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Personality development course 
Sailen Das the classroom is hardy inspiringand only 

pushes for rote learning. 
Present college education does not 

explain the fact that a student cannot do 

anything in today's world without de-

veloping one's personality. There are 
two reasons for this - the first is the 

he year 2022 marks the 75th 

anniversary of India's inde-
pendence. With pace of time, 
we do see some changes in its 

policy and environ despite the snail's 
pace of implementation as we are 
known for the popular adage land of 

lahe lahe'. However, the ideas in edu-
cation sector from hundred years back 
imposed by our British rulers back are 
still considered valid today. In their 
times, the rulers required some native 
clerks and at the most, some junior of-
ficers to run the administration. They 
needed these people.to draft some ba-

things, type, read and understand 
applications to put up' to the British 
officer. One did not have any role in 
policy' making or brainstoming - nor 

was it encouraged. But even today our 
education system, including that of As-
sam, seenms to run along the same trail. 
As a result, the subjects and curricu-
lum at the present college level have ment and job prospects such as Com-
failed miserably to develop good 
number of courageous, competent, 
confident persons that we need for a 
strong nation. This is because of the have not been included. 
fact that one with a bachelor or even a' 

ing the New Education Policy adopted 
by the government, the High Sch0ol 
Leaving Certificate Examination 
(HSLC) will be history from the next 
year that is to say 2023 onwards. The 
new education policy has been intro-

duced in the country with an objective 
to bring a much needed radical change 
in our education sector. Although un-
pleasant, it must be admitted that the 
old and traditional education system in 
Assam in particular has done nothing but 
generate degrees in our society. To date, 
we have lagged far behind for some folk-
tale and theory based -centric courses 
and some theoretical lessons. 

laxity of our education system, and the 
other is - not imparting adequate train-

ing to the teachers in a timely manner. 
I am yet to attend a workshop outside 
Guwahati that could be started on 
scheduled time. The same is true for 
any social functions managed by prod-
ucts of these institutions. 

The fact is not that we lack skilled 
teachers amongst us who can give 
something new, something interesting, 
something useful. But getting lost in 
the simple mindset of 'running the job' 
the number of people who just 'work 

by the watch' are proliferating. On the 
other hand, when a certain teacher tries 

something novel, the internal politics 
of the college raises its ugly head to 
defeat the noble cause by ridiculing and 
negative campaigning. There are oth 
er creative steps by the higher educa-
tion department and university author-
ities to instill confidence amongst the 
students by inspiring them for self de-
velopment except those mandatory 
refresher courses. The same age-old 
practice of giving importance to stu-
dents just going by marks obtained 
against a certain number of chance ques-
tions is still going strong, fully support-
ed by the media and student and vari-
ous social organizat1ons going gaga over 
the toppers. 

If our teachers do not bother to think 
of creatinga vibrant atmosphere, if the 

Rendering practical knowledge has 
been given a back seat except in medi-
cal education. For which, after obtain-
ing the degree, a graduate has to ac-
quire some practical skills to turm into 
a useful worker. To date, subjects such 
as public relations and skills develop-

munication, Journalism, Food Process-
ing, Tourism, Social Work, photogra-
phy, etc. from higher secondary level 

In such a scenerio, the battle for rad-
ical change in the education system of 
Assam under the dynamic leadership 
Chief Minister of Assam seems to be 

Master degree may be looking for a 

job as a clerk, We even see hundreds of 
technical graduates in clerical and oth-

er Grade I posts working as you hap-

pen to drop in any office. 
Moreover, the mushrooming of 

coaching centres for medical, engineer-
ing and for civil services exams speaks 

poorly of the adequacy of the basic ed-

ucation system and taking a big toll on 

the mental health of the students and 

creating immense tinancial pressure on 

the part of the guardian leading to cor-

ruption. Whether the education system 

will produce employed people or build 
human resources is also an important 

question now 
According to the latest news, follow-

futile. If we do not try to change the 
education system with new subject mat-
ter, then it will be like pushing our tal-
ented generation into more darkness. 

As a personality development trainer 
and Inspirational Speaker this writer has 
held hundreds of workshops and lectures 
at various educational programs in As-

sam and the Northeast. This has provid-
eda clear picture of the ground situation 

- the teacher at college level does not 

teach anything about building self-conf-

dence, time management, body language, 
utilizing the power ofsubconscious mind, 

life skills, soft skills etc. What is taught in 

government in pOwer does not work 
earnestly to include fresh subject mat-
ters matching with changing scenario 
then all those high pitched declarations 
comparing our upcoming generations 
with the human resources of developed countries would largely tum furile, 

rolntiritu 
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GADFLY 

Learning 
withoutburden 

Tnhis time as anominated member of the Rajya Sab-
ha in 1989, R K Narayan made an ardent speech on the woes of schoolchildren carrying overload-ed schoolbags, calling it a national madness. "More children on account of this daily burden develop a 

stoop and hang their arms forward like a chimpanzee 
while walking," he said. An average child carried bags strapped to his back like a "pack-mule", he said. "The 
hardship starts right at home when straight from bed 
the child is pulled out and got ready for school even before his faculties are awake. He or she is groomed and stuffedinto a uniform and packed offwithaloaded 
bag on her back," he said. 

In many of his stories set in late-colonial India, 
Narayan's surtace-level geniality often gives way to 
facing the subterranean frustrations of Indian society. 
Somewhat like Charles Dickens, much of Narayan's 
oeuvre has grappled with the role of education (at the 
school, college, or university) andits messyrelationship 
with society. In novels like SwamiandFriends andshort 
stories like Father's Help, there's a rich comic observa-
tionofthe absurdity of educationallife and childhood. In 
other stories like Ishwaran, there'smordancy overwhat 
taiing an exam repeatedly can do to a young human. 

Clearly, Narayan was concerned deeply about educa-
tion as a life experience, and how many systems ru-
ined it for generations ofyoung Indians. He wrote of 
life nearly a century ago. Yet so much of that feeling 
that Indian school or college life connotes, is extant. 

Narayan's words in the Rajya Sabha stirred up 
like-minded souls working in ed-
ucation at the time. It triggered 
eminent educationists-scholars 
like Prof Yash Pal and later Prof 
Krishna Kumar to reflect pro-
foundly on the nature and trau 
ma of education (at all levels) in 
India. Prof Yash Pal passed away 
in 2017, leaving a redoubtable 
bequest on educational think-

ing.ProfKrishna Kumarwrites in 
English and Hindi so thoughtful-
ly that he seems really like a poet 

appens to be a teacher, an University academic 

Rahul 
Jayaramn 

the vidyashilp 

treats education as his leitmotif 

to explore experience. One of his 
books is called A Pedagogue's Ro 
mance: Reflections o/ Schooling 
and is dedicated to Prof Yash Pal. 

believes we are 

living through the 
apocalypse 

@rajayaram 
Pause on that title, please. Can 
one imagine a teacher who thinks of teaching, learn-
ing, and the classroom experience as forms ofwonder 
andromance? Butreally, isn't that the whole point of it? 
The fact that our education is far removed from such 
ways of thought makes one wonder how big-hearted 
intellects like Yash Pal and Krishna Kumar continued 
to exist, dissent, and thrive in the despondent spheres 

of Indian educational thought and policymaking. 
Iknowlspeak from the position ofa teacherata pri-

vate institution. But to see so much evidence, as we saw 

nowrecently, ofschools in Karnataka and other parts of 
India, not having the fundamentals that schools should 
possess, is dismaying. In tracts that Yash Pal or Krishna 

Kumar have written separately almost 30 years back, 

therealities of lndian education are captured only too 

well. How can some of the basic conditi0ns not have 

undamentally changed for the better now 
R Narayan's Rajya Sabha speech initiated the 

lormation of a committee in 1993 to examine schoo 

caucation by the then ministry ofhuman resource and 

development. Prof Yash Pal headed it and brought out 

a heart-breaking document called "Learning Without 
5urden', with chapter headings like'Joyless Learning, 
extbook as the "Truth, 'Observation Discouraged, 
eaching Everything. They hold true today. Where 

Oes one ix the accountability for making Indian edu-

tlon a transgenerational nightmare?'The buck must 
Stop somewhere. When? Where? 
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IN PERSPECTIVE 

Skillingscheme 
has miles to cover 

Under the ongoing Under PMKVY2.0,out ofthe 

version ofPMKVY, L4lakh candidateswho were 
said to have been rained, only 
21.3 lakh were placed. The 

ongoing version has an even 

poorer 
record-out of the 4 

only 30,599 have lakhtrained,only 30,599(8% 

out offour lakh 

youths trained, 

ts have been placed. 
gotjob placements Obviously, eicher the train 

ing has made little diference 

to the skillset of the candi 

dates or the skilling given is 

e Parliamentary notin areas-in either case, 
Standing Committee it defeats the purpose ot the 

on Labour, Textiles and scheme. Theministy, howev-
Skill Development recently er, has in its report on impact 
submitted its 36th report on assesment stated that there 
the implementaton ol the hasbeen a l5%ncrease in ne 
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal mean monthly income of the 

NAJIB SHAH 

Vikas Yojana (PMIKVY). rained candidates. 
t may berecalled that the The committee has not 
PMKVY seeks to promote been too impressed with the 
skill development by provid- ministry's assessment. It ob-
ing free raining programmes served that "the very pupose 
and monetary rewards for of imparting training and 
obtaining Skill certilication. certilying the candidates is 
The aim ol the programme delcated when placement 
IS to remove the "disconnect statistics is abysmaly low . 

beriween demand and supply The need for the training 

ofskilled manpower, building programme to bealigned vit 
a vocational and technical industuyneeds cannot be over 

IrameworkK, SKIlupgradadon, emphasised. 
building new skills and inno- Similarly, the report ob 
vaave thinking .A\ision ola sernes that gross underuall 
Skilled India iswhatissought sadon of lunds undernmines 

the intent of the scheme. It 
India is a country with goes on to add, "Necdless to 

about 65% of its youth in the say, the ministry ought to pay 
working age group. The only serious attention towards 
way we can possibly reap the addressing the impedimentsS 

demographic advantage is so as to leverage the place 

through sKill development. ment/sell-employmentol the 
AS the standing committee rained/cerified candidates 

eport states, "it is aCknow to a sizeable extent as Wel as 

edged that skill and knowl to maumiseualisationot ear 

to be achievad 

edge are the driving Iorces o marked funds. 
economicdevelopment With The committee has also 
one of theyoungest popula commented on the high per 

tion levels, India can realise centage ol dropouts-nearly its demographic dividend 20% have dropped out after 
through a workiorce that is startingthe training. Therea 
rained in employable skills Sonsranged irom thedistance 

of the training centres from The Minisury of Skill Devel residential areas to the lack 
opment& Entrepreneurship of accessibility tojobs. 
(MSDE) has spearheaded The report is significant 
PMKVY to drive the skilling in the context of the growing programme across the coun- unemploymentin Lndia. Ason 
try through the Pradhan Nov 22, as per CME, the un-
Mantri Kaushal Kendras employmentrate was7./26 (PMKK), state-of-the-art upfrom the september tate ot 
raining centres. The PM 643%.(Unemploymentrateis 
RVYschemewas launchedin the percentage otpeoplein uhe 
2015 to encourage and pro labour force who are unem mote skill development with ployed, peoplewho are willing 
an initial outlay of Rs 12,000 towork but do not have a job). CTOre. Thescheme was gran ne unemployment rate was 
based, providing free-of-cost said to be 8.5%in urban areas 
raining andskill certiication and7.34% in ruralareas 
in more than 1,800 job roles The prime minister had in 

to increase the employabilityOctober announceda drive to 
of youth. It was to be imple ll up 10 1akh jobs. Appoint-mented through Centraly ment leterS have been given 
Sponsored Centraly Man- to nearly 1,46,000 newly 
aged (CSCM) and Centrally nducted appointees in two 
Sponsored State Managed rozgarmeasthe secondmela 

was held on November 22. 

The PM highlighted the that the report makes sig mportance of skilling India's 

nificant reading. CurTently, youth lor a brighter future. 
PMKVY 3.0 launched in 1oday, We are emphasis-
January 2021 is in operation. ing the skill development of 

Thereporthighlights the fact youth. Under the PMKVY, a 
that despite revisions in the huge campaign is going on to 
Scheme, the problems of tne rain thne youth according to 
earlier versions persist. 1ne tae neeas of the industries. 

report specifically highights The PM informed that 1.25 
the underutilisation of runas. CToreyoung peoplehavebeen 
In the 3.0version, only72% ot trained under the Skill India 

andis industry-ready 

(CSSM) componc dron ts. 

Ttis against this backdrop 

the funds have been utilised. Abhiyan. 
Thus, there has been low dis- The parliamentary com 
Lributionandunderutilisaion mittee's report would sug-

gestthat the workto translate 
The report has rightly raining into employablejobs 

pointed out that the success ISSTlsomne austance away. 

(The writer is chairman 
dependsentirely ontheplace- (retirea), Central Board ofIn 
ment of skilled personnel. direct Tmxes &Customs) 

of funds. 

Lne skilling programme 

ORsl6 

Bengaluru 
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FIRSTCOLUMN 
BETTER TIES WITH 

STUDENTS IS THE KEY 
Teachers must invest in students to 

make them go the extra mile 

RAJ RANI GOEL 

elationship building with students is instrunental in students 
SUCcesS, and it may be one of the most underrated skills for 

educators today. Here are a few reasons why this relationship 
is very important. Setting clear goals, being fair while enforcing rules 

and regulatons, showing compassion, providing each studeDt with 
fair and objective feedback, and fostering a feeling of school pride 
are the methods that a teacher may connect with every student in 

the classroom. 
Relationships between students and teachers are also crucial for 

building great relationships with students, which can lead to better 
academic achievements. Positive student-teacher connections offer 
Signiticant academic benefits for our most vulnerable students. This 
means that concentrating on connections increases equity in the class-
rooms. Students who have learning difficulties benefit the most from 
the quality of interactions they build with teachers. 

Children who feel isolated from their environment are more prone 
to behave out in school. Although it is common for young children 
to despise schools, ît is undesirable when this attitude begins to impair 
their grades and disrupts the learning environment for other children. 

We need to avoid this by creating a personal relationship with each 
child and discovering why there is a problem with children's behav-

ior. It creates a healthy and thriving classroom atmosphere. Students 
have-more fun in a clasSsroom where they have a personal connec 
tion with the teacher. It turns out the same with the teacher. It cre-
ates the atmosphere for increased joy and lower feelings of anxiety 

If we provide a nice environment where children may develop their 
emotional and social intelligence, students can progress heathily over 
time. Keeping in mind that if we are kind to these students, they will 
Tespect and trust the teacher. Iney wil aspire to emulate and devel-

Op the same sense of accountability and compassion. 
When students and instructors engage positively, It helps students 

to create good mental strength, especilly for less Interactive kids and 
those who have any form of ditficulty. Children who have learning 
ssues, on the other hand, frequently have poor self-esteem. The affec-
tion and care wil ald in the development of a sense of self-worth and 
pride in the students. That is beneficial to thelr mental health. 

t helps the teacher to interact with parents with much more ease. 
Nobody wants to show up to a parent's teacher conference and have 
nothing to say about somebody's chlld. By belng genuinely interest-

ed in your students and planning activities to create a good relation-
ship, phone calls to parents wil be much 6asler. More Importantly. 

parents appreciate these kinds of things. 
It produces an environm�nt that incorporates mutual respect. The 

most important aspect of this relationship is that il Creates good mutu-

al respect between the teacher and students. As there will be good 

respect between them it automaucally nelps in welDelng of both and 

Qelps them to understand each othe 
There is a lot to be gained througn strong relauonships between 

students and teachers. Students are motivated to work hard when they 
have postive relationships with ther teachers, becaUSe they feel that 
Somoone is paying attention to inem. Since il will provide the toun-

dation for not Just thelr exceptional academic accomplishrment but also 
lor their passlon tor learning and tor cutivating a posltive mindset, 

doveloping good relationshlps wilh the students should be the teach. 

ers' top focus. 
(The author is Managing director, Satuj Public 

P.esh School, Elenabad) 
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Pitfalls in Haryanas MBBS bond scheme 
itates against this. Reports such as the desirable end goal, addressing rural. 

RHS can underplay the human doctor retention over long periods will 
resource situation in rural areas, and in be cost-intensive, since the rural-urban 

a situation of known scarcity of doctors, dichotomy is primarily a development 
even a possibly small contribution problem. Rather making periodic, 
made by bonded-service candidates can short-term recruitments attractive is 

easier to tackle and would require few 

The thinking around scrapping bond ertweaks in existing policies. While this 

policies rests on the premise that such will come with a high but predictable 

policies are largely outdated and that attrition, this is an inevitable trade-off. 
On the students' side, the ideal mix 

HE Haryana Government's 
new bond policy for MBBS stu-
dents, promulgated in early 
November, has caused a con-

motion. Originally, it posited a bond 

NA KARNAL 

amount of Rs 40 lakh, constituted in a tri 
partite arrangement involving the state, 
the student and the bank, and a compul-
sory government service period of seven 
years after graduation. 

On November 30, following protests, 
the state made some revisions, bring-
ing down the amount and service peri 
od to Rs 30 lakh and five years, respec-
tively, while factoring in postgraduate 

residency within the service period and 
offering a contractual job guarantee 
within a year of graduation. 

Alongside, the Union Government is 
reportedly contemplating to scrap 

bonded service policies altogether, fol- however, is that compulsory rural service sector or abroad. 

lowing the recommendations of the Comprises an act of giving back to socie-

National Medical Commission. While ty,not necessarily to the government. 

Confusion and controversy prevail, 
there is a case for revisiting its under-

pinnings so as to be able to conceive an ably long service period, seems to be Over the last decade, the country has 

effective policy approach towards com- directed more at indemnifying the state witnessed considerable growth in the 

T make a significant diiference. 

SOHAM D BHADURI 
HEALTH POLICY EXPERT 

medical educational Signiticant 
reforms have taken place since their should consist of a combinaton of 

introduction. This is anything but true. strategie interventions, incentives 
Most of the primeval characteristics of and disincentives in a rough 50:40:10 

Indian medical education such as train- ratio. Towards this, inspiration can be 

ing concentrated in tertiary-care hospi- drawn from many global and national 

tals, lack of a strong community-care precedents. For instance, evidence 

3HR 
Chhattisgarh is a standout 

example that used a 

combination of higher 

salaries, postgraduate 
study benefits and 

improved living & practice 

conditions for doctors, 
coupled with a higher 

penalty. Evidence shows 

that it paid off for the state, pulsory service stints. 
not just in terms of filling 

vacancies, but also in 

increasing healthcare 

utilisation. Absenteeism 

E 

UNFAIR: Haryana's bond policy for MBBS students seems to be directed more at indemnifying emphasis, and a predilection for spe- supports the role of rural reservations, 
cialisation and sub-specialisation rural-based training and improve 

haven't undergone a significant ment in practice conditions, as exem-

plified by countries such as Thailand. 

Chhattisgarh is a standout example 

the state and its cost recovery rather than incentivising public service. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

change over the years. Rather, evi-

Besides, such measures conflict with dence indicates that medical educa-

and can negate the positive etfects of tional costs have increased sharply that used a combination of higher 
Over the past decade. This, coupled salaries, postgraduate study benefits, 

and improved living and practice con 
nerships, could stand to exacerbate ditions for doctors, coupled with a 

the tendencies of graduates to sub- higher penalty. Evidence shows that it 

specialise and practise resource-inten- paid off well for the state, not just in 

terms of filling vacancies, but also in 

On the contrary, Haryana's policy, many recent initiatives taken towards 

involving banks and having an unten- increasing the strength of doctors. with the advent of public-private part-

and its cost recovery rather than incen- number of private and government 
medical seats and ambitious private- Sively in the private sector. 

Compulsory service stints have long tivising public service. This is further 

existed on the global picture, with the 

first known programme originating as the number of applicants has exceeded tion. Further, vernacularisation of based, well-balanced interventions to Absenteeism in rural areas is an even 

early as in the early 20th century. Their the announced vacancies in the recent medical education to increase its 

putative aim is to incentivise students past and the second, the recent Rural 

who have availed the government-sub- Health Statistics (RHS), 2020-21, shows a been prominent on our agenda. By students' needs and aspirations. On the 

sidised medical education to serve for a surplus of rural primary health centre diasuading students from pursuing 

pre-defined period in the public sector, doctors in the state against their require 

mainly in rural areas, in an act of 'giving ment. This contradicts the spirit of such tions, such policies stand to pose a tall ive and dont overly burden the costs. Neither should potentially 

back to society. They come in varied measures because respective of com- entry barrier in medical education exchequer, Since the very mouve or advantageous avenues such as com-

shapes and configurationsranging pulsorypublic service clause, the state is and deliver detrimental results. 

from service in retum for scholarships as obliged to invest in medical education 

in Nepal and Indonesia to rural recruit- givenits public good characteristics, and 

ment, training and placement as in Tha- the fact that doctors continue giving is a strong moral and social case for stu- guishing between rural recruitment that creates a win-win situation for 

land. What needs to be remembered, back to society even while in the private dents to serve back their subsidies mil-

The need of the hour is evidence- increasing healthcare utilisation. 

exemplified by two other factors: first, Ppublic partnerships in medical educa-

attract recent graduates into rural areas more crucial problem that requires to 

access to marginalised sections has that are sensitive both to societies' and be tackled in a similar spirit. 
Governments shouldn't be tempted 

societal side, it is necessary to ensure by harsh regulatory instruments sim-

medicine, more so from poorer sec- that such interventions are cost-effec- ply because they entail fewer direct 

in rural areas is an even 

more crucial problem that 

requires to be tackledin 

a similar spirit. 

these interventions is to recover public pulsory rural service be repudiated 

Should compulsory rural service be investments made in medical educa- outright. Instead, the way forward lies 

scrapped altogether? The fact that there tion. The answer to this ies in distin- n finding a favourable 'middle path' 

and retention. While the latter is the society without alienating its doctors. 

T/S7 

CALENDAR BORECAST 
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DECCAN HERALD 
ESTABLISHED 1948 

Quotademands 
unjust, untenable 

|ven as 'forward' communities like Vokkaligas and 

Lingayats are clamouring for a larger pie of reser-

vations in Karnataka, it has emerged that less than 

20% of the backward castes have found space in politics, 
leaving hundreds of communities without elected repre 
sentatives oftheir own. While the politically and socially 
empowered Vokkaligas and Lingayats, besides Muslims, 
are categorised as Other Backward Classes (OBC), only 
156 of the 805 backward castes have found representa-
tion in local body elections since 1996. These castes fall 
within Category A and B of the OBC quota. This is one of 
the findings of the Justice K Bhaktavatsala Commission 
which was set up to study the political representation of 
backward classes.Itonly points to how the powerful com 
munities among the OBCs dominate the election scene, 

while the smaller and less influential ones continue to be 
marginalised. Some experts have suggested that rotation 

inrèservations should be introduced so that the unrepre 
sented backward castes find at least a toehold in thepolit 
icalapparatus. It would thus be wise for the state govern 
menttostudy howthis canbeachieved. Merelyincreasing 
the percentage of reservation, as it has just done, will at 

best help strengthen communities 
that are already well-entrenched in 
society. It will not further the cause 
of the most deserving. 

With Assembly elections round 
the corner, major communities 

have upped the ante, with politi-
cians and religious heads jumping 
intothe bandwagon. The Vokkaliga 
community has set January 23 as 
the deadline for the government to 

increase its quota from4% to 12% in 
the OBC reservation matrix. Lead-
ers havedemanded that all sub-castes also be includedin 
the reservation so that the entire community can claim 

various benefits. The Panchamasalis, a powerful sub-sect 
of Lingayats, are demanding that they be moved from 
Category 3B to 2A, which will enable the community to 

Forward 
Communities 

are already 
well 

represented, 

face no 
discrimination 

corner larger share ofreservations. 
The origin of reservation was the caste-based discrim-

ination and the practice of untouchability within the 
Hindu community which led to the social, political and 
economic ostracisation of certain sections for centuries. 

Itisnota poverty alleviation programme, tor which there 
are many other schemes, but an affirmative action of 

notjust providingjobs but also ensuring representation 
and participation in decision-making. The dominant 

communities which are now fighting the quota battle 
have not been subjected to social boycotts or other such 
forms of discrimination faced by SC/ST and backward 
castes. Acquiescing to their demands will reinstate the 

age-old hegemony of the upper castes over the lowerand 

thereby defeat the very purpose of reservations, which is 

to correct this historical injustice. 6/ 
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The patriarchal 
bias of EWSquota 

like her whose wings were 

clipped in one fell swoop. 
According to the data of the 

INDRAJEET KUMAR JHA 

Driyanka, a26-year-oldgirl 

from a remote village in National Family Health Sur-

Bihar, belongs to an up- vey-5 (2019-21), as many as 

per-caste but extremely poor 23.3% of women aged 20-24 

family. Despite the odds, she were married before they 

graduated from a college that turned 18. In rural India, the 

was miles away from her vil- number stood at a staggering 
lage.Afterhergraduation, her 27%. Poverty and early mar 
parents, who barely scraped by, riage have a direct relation-

started to pressurise her for ship because families that are 

marriage. ButPriyanka was de- struggling to make ends meet 

termined to transform her lot cannotafford to keep agirl un-

and empOwer herself through married at home. 

education. She burned the The income of the spouse 

midnight oil and cleared the therefore cannot compensate 

entrance exam to pursue an for the past financial hardship 
LL.B. from a reputed univer- andmental anguish ofthe poor 

sity. Her parents agreed to' girl, nor can it make her eligi-

support her endeavour on the ble overnight to compete with 

condition that she would pay her privileged counterparts 
for her own education through who studied in prestigious 
private tuition and marry a boy institutions. Is it fair to tur 

oftheir liking. Although her financial struggle of a girl and deny her 
hardship continued unabat- the benefits of reservationjust 

ed, fortune seemed to smile because, after their marriage, 
on her when the Parliament the income of her spouse ex-
passed the 103rd Constitu- ceeds the criteria fixed by the 

tion Amendment Act in 2019 government? It is not only in-

andinserted articles 15(6) and sensitive and patriarchal but 

16(6) in the Constitution to ex- also a mockery of the idea of 

tend the benefit of reservation economicjustice. 

to the Economically Weaker 

Sections(EWS) ingovernment. financially vulnerable women 

jobs. It brought a glimmer of of the upper caste appears 

hope not only for Priyanka but evenmore farcicalwhen we ex 

zillions like her who were sunk aminethe criteria for OBCres-

into a miasma of despair and ervation. In determining the 

poverty. But soon their hopes "creamy layer" for the OBCs, 

were shattered owing to a it is clearly mentioned that if 

particular clause in the law a woman from the OBC cate 

that smacked of deep patriar- gory gets married to a Class I 

chal bias. 

a blind eye to the prolonged 

The travesty ofjustice for the 

officer, she will continue to be 

To put things in perspec the beneficiary of reservation. 

tive, the government notifica- The "creamy layer" status of 

tion says persons who are not the candidate is determined 

covered under the scheme of by the income of her parents, 

reservation for SCs, STs, and even' after her marriage. 

OBCs and whose gross fam- The income of the girl or her 

ily income is below Rs 8 lakh spouse willhave no bearing on 

aré to be identified as EWSs her eligibility to get benefits 

for the benefit of reservation. from thereservation. 

It further says that the term 

family" for this purpose will criterion in deciding the 

include the person who seeks creamy layer for both OBC 

the benefits of reservation, his/ and Economically Weaker Sec-

herparents and siblings below tionsreservations, but on what 

the age of 18, his/her spouse grounds theincome ofparents 

and children. 
Thus, the criteria of income that of the spouse in the latter 

and assets defined here in- defies alllogic and reason. 
clude the spouse's income. 
As a result, when Priyanka, government nor the Supreme 

who got married to a govern Court paid any attention to 
ment employee, approached this loophole. The purpose of 
the authority to get an EWS EWSreservationis undeniably 
certificate, she was declared to extend the benefit of reser-

non-eligible as the gross an- vation to the most vulnerable 

nual income of her husband sections of the population. 

from all sources 
exceeded Rs 

8 lakh. She was not only de- its seal of approval to reserva-

prived ofthe benefits of afirm- dions for Economically Weaker 
ative action, but her dream to Sections, the time is ripe for 

get a government job became the government to redress 
even more distant as, after the the shortcomings of the act 
10% EWSreservation, she had and make it more inclusive for 

ta compete in the remaining women. 

40% seats. 

Income is indeed the main 

is counted in the former and 

The irony is that neither the 

Now that the court has given 

(The writer works at ARSD 

There are numerous girls College, University of Delhi.) 
Dh/6/1 
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Hor does fiundrmising for start-ups work in India 

very good chance of convincing the 

investors. 

ing rounds. There is no certified 
time period in which a company 

would find an investor. For some, it 

could be months, while for others, 
it could be weeks. In the end, the 

goal is to find the right investor. 

larger round of funding with a 

higher valuation. The funds earned 
in this round are utilized to 

develop a strong busuness strategy 

here is no denying the fact 
that the Indian start-up 
environnent has advanced 

START-UP FUNDRAISING: 
WORKING 

SERIES C FUNDING: 

increase the company's product 
offerings, clientele and to create a 

long-term growth strategy. 

Start-ups that enter this rozd 

of funding are successYully es tab-
lished in the market and requre 
this extra unding to add new prod-

ucts to the ofterings. diversity into 

new markets or buy or merze witt 

significandy. The country'ss 

young, inquisitive populace is a 

significant factor in the increase in 
entrepreneurs. 65 per cent of Indi-

ans, according to expert datä, are 

between the ages of 25 and 35, 
which significanty contributes to 

the growth of Indian start-ups. The 

key to a successful start-up is the 
Idea or concept uhat aims to solve 

latest human concerns. In fact, 

according to industry experts, India 

is ranked second in the world for 

The first step for start-ups 
looking for funding is the pre-seed 
funding round followed by a seed 
round, and then series A, B and C 
subsequenuy. Company valuation, 
without a doubi, is the most essen-
tial component that comes as a 

requirement for these rounds. A 

start-up's maturity, management, 
market size, track record, profit, 
and risk are all taken into account 

SERIES B FUNDING: Below given are the fund-

ing rounds every start-up goes 

through in order to ralse 

funds: 

Start-ups jumping into the 
series B funding round have devel-

oped an established place in the 
market and people are familiar 
with their product offerings. The 

funding raised in this round is 

directed towards developinga loyal 
customer base by bringing in new 

talent, increasing sales and market 

ing, developing new technologies, 
and providing accessible customer 

assistance. Apart from that, this 

stage of funding gives entrepre 
neurs a chance to try out interest 

ing theories and 

Other businesses in order to 

increase their valuauon. sew 

investors enter the picture as 

investment in this round becomes 
PRE-SEED FUNDING: 

The initial stage of investment 

is known as pre-seed funding. In 

this case, investors give companies 
financial support so they may start 

creating their products or services 

in exchange for equity. Since the 
business is in its early stages, this 

round, simply put, entails investing 

in an idea. 

less risky. which may lead to hirm 

growth. 

when determining its valuation. 
These factors might affect the kind 
of investors that show interest in 

the business and the amount of 

FIND YOUR FUNDING 

the quality of its innovations, and it 

has recognized start-ups that are 

resolving issues in 56 different 

Lndustrial sectors, including 13 per 

cent from IT services, 9 per cent 

trom healthcare and life sciences, 7 

per cent from education, 5 per cent 

from professional and commercial 

services, 5 per cent from agricul 

ure, and 5 per cent from food and 

beverage. 

The Indian start up ecosystem 
has drasIcally evolved. in tact. indha 

boasts he third-largest start-up 
ecosystem in the world. according 
to Startupindia. Funding is the pr-

mary aspect that creates the trame 

work for a startup> expansiOn and 

development. Finding the appropr: 

ate sourCe ot capital is. theretore 

absolutely essential tor anvone hop-

ing to launch a start-up When it 

comes o raising unds, there are 

several rounds involved. Tartung 
with seed runding and continung 

wIth senes A. B. aund CWhle decnd 
ing on he round ot hundung start 

Ownes need to take ntu 2CCOu 

ther cuITent postion in the marke 

place und then. based on that. lous 

funding it will be able to raise, 

going ahead. Once the valua-

tion is done, the start-up 
moves ahead with the fund-

AMWORK 

INOVATIONs STRATEOY 
MONEY 

Apart from that, there are 

numerous things hat need to be 

Lzken into account while raising a 

tzn up with funding being the 

Ost important one. When looking 

fat investment, there are several 

possibiiities on the market, includ-

Tig 4ngel investors, venture capi-

alints, and many more. However, 

yojur slaT up must present á solid 

umenl to Convince investors top 
furd yoiur business. A Competiuve 

advaniaRE, a slrong mánagemen 

LEal, afid consumer 
validation are 

9SEO 
o 

D00 

H DRESEARCH O TECHNOLOOY 
CERTIFICATION 

MARKETING E 
o00 

tor investors 

he Jutnor is CED rounder or OD 

SEED FUNDING: 

Followed by pre-seed funding 
is seed funding which involves 

investment raised by a start-up 

based on the adoplion of its idea in 

the market. Investors are more like-

disston 
Statement 

he three major factors that 

iftvestoss louk fot in a potential 

Liyesiincnt if your slart-up has all 

tet f Uiese qualiies, you have a 

Executive 

Summary 

Timeline 

ly to be inierested n a firm that 
Campany 

Hackgraund 

otiers adistincuve soluiOn to an 

issue. There are lewer investors 

anvesting in this rOund of funding 

because the tirm 1s stull in its early 
stages and has a high likelthood of 

both sucress and fallure 

Financial 

Planning 

Business 

PLAN 

STARTUP 

4 

Prodic 

Deseription BUSINESs 
SERIES A FUNDIN: 

After utliziug seed fund 

ng to develop a prod 
uct and buld a 

Marketin9 

Plan 

custoe 
base, iexa 
comes th 

SWOT 
Analy 

Compebtor 

AnalysisS 

»etles A unt 

Tus FOuId is 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022 

Teachers' post abolition and NEP 2020 
Atul Sarma, Ashok Pankaj dren of higher income classes and poor 

quality of government schools for the 

poorer segment. Such dualism is per-. 

nicious; it perpetuates and even wid-

ens class differences and in turn, 

the primary level - 6.8 per cent for 

boys and 5.2 per cent for girls, much 
higher than the all-India average of 
1.5 per cent - 1.6 per cent for boys 

and 1.4 per cent for girls. The drop-
out rate at the upper primary level 

was even higher at 8.8 per cent 
10.1 per cent for boys and 7.6 per 
cent for girls, against the national 

average of 3.0 per cent -2.7 per cent 
for boys and 3.3 per c 

In contrast, private schools in the 
State have grown at a fast pace, es-
pecially in the decade of 2010s, and 
paradoxically, after the enactment of 
the RTE Act. Private unaided ele 
mentary schools rose to 17.45 per 

Pupil-teacher ratio is also higher at 
private elementary schools. In 2021 
22, private schools in Assam enrolled 
19.25 per cent of the children, who 
were served by 19.28 per cent of the 

total elementary school teachers in 
the State. In contrast, government 
schools enrolled 76.89 per cent of the 
children, but were served by only 
74.49 per cent of the total elementa-

chers. Private schools 

he Government of Assam In this context, ground realities in 
Assam are disturbing. First, the 
number of government and govern-
ment-aided schools in the State de-

abolished 8000 elementa-
ry school teachers' posts 
on November 8, 2022 and 

justified it on the ground that it had 
in 2020 provided regular pay scale 
to 11206 contract teachers appoint-
ed under the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan 

(SSA). The government could also 
justify its decision on the basis of 
higher pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) at 
21 at the primary and 14 at the up-
per primary levels as compared to 
the corresponding national average 

clined by 1646 and 1125 respective 
ly between 2019-20 and 2021-22. 
Similarly, the number of teachers at 
Govt schools decreased by 575 and 
more sharply at Govt-aided schools 
by 3107 between 2020-21 and 2021 
22. Secondly, the density of schools 

varies widely across districts as also 
across rural and urban areas. Thirdly, 
as per the UDISE (Unified District 
Information System for Education) 
2021-22, the number of sin-

gle-teacher elementary 
schools is quite high at 7.5 
per cent of the total number 
of government elementary 

worsens income and wealth distribu 
tion in the society. 

These implications are far more 
serious for Assam. For, 32.7 per cent 

of its population are multi-dimension-
ally poor as against the national av-
erage of 25.01 per cent. This means 
that almost one-third of Assam's pop-
ulation cannot afford access to pri-
vate schools for their children. 

t for girls. y school 
propagate their strength as having 
better PTR, and consequently, better 
learning outcomes. They strategical 
ly project themselves as providers of 
better education in a society where 
education is not only a great leveller, 

but it also facilitates so-

Similarly, Assam has large remote 
and inaccessible areas such as hills of 26 and 19. 

However, a closer look at the status 
of elementary school education in the 
State suggests that this decision im-
plies abdication of the responsibility 
by the State to provide universal free 
and compulsory education to 6-14 

year-old children, as mandated by the 
Right to Free and Compulsory Edu-
cation (RTE) Act, 2009; that is also a 
fundamental right under Article 21(A) 
of the Constitution. We argue that this 
action also implies exclusion of the 

children of the poor and those resid-
ing in remote and inaccessible areas 

from school education. Further, this 
goes against the thrust on "quality 
inclusionary and equitable" school ed-

ucation of the National Education Pol- (188) and Dima Hasa0 
icy, 2020. It (NEP 2020) states, "In-
cluswe and equitable education -

while indeed an essential goal in its, 
own right-is also critical to achieving 
an inclusive and equitable society in than one-third at the upper primary 

which every citizen has the opportu-
nity to dream, thrive and contribute 
to the nation. The education system 
must aim to benefit India's children 

cio-economic mobility. 
At the same time, the 

general perception that 
private schools provide 
quality education is but-
tressed by some popular 
Surveys, showing better 
learning outcomes of pri-
vate schools as compared 

to government ones. This 
seems to have impacted 
government decision of 
closing down/amalgamat-
ing Govt schools as also 
the recent abolition of 

teachers' posts. 
Increasing privatisa-

tion of school education in 

and chars. Private schools being ex-

clusionary, have neither obligations 
nor impetus to reach out to the chil-
dren of those areas. It is imperative 
for a state like Assam with high inci-
dence of poverty and presence of ge-
ographical inaccessible terrains -con-
sisting of flood plains, hills and forest 
areas-to provide quality government 
elementary schools for the children 
of those areas as also those of the poor. 

Overall, there is a strong case tor 
the State to give more atte 

allocate greater amount of resources 
to provide accessibility to quality el-

ementary education and step up ef 
forts for achieving universal free and 

compulsory education of 6-14-year 
old children in the State. 

..Assam has large remote and 
inaccessible areas such as hills and 

chars. Private schools being schools. Fourthly, almost exclusionary, have neither per cent of the single-
teacher elementary schools 
are in rural areas. Similarly, 

the number of single-teach 
er elementary schools is 
quite high in relatively back-
ward Bodoland districts of 

obligations nor impetus to reach out 
to the children of those areas. It is 
imperative for a state like Assam with 
high incidence of poverty and 
presence of geographical 
inaccessible terrains consisting of 
flood plains, hills and forest areas-
to provide quality government 
elementary schools for the children of 
those areas as also those of the poor. 

n and 
Baksa (152), Udalguri 
(305), Kokajhar (241) and 
in tribal populated hilly dis-
tricts of West Karbi Anglong 

(218). Finally, untrained 
and upper primary teachers 

constitute as much as 30.3 
the State has several se-

cent in 2019-20 from only 3.82 per 
cent in 2009-10. Notably, private 

schools not only increased their share 
in the total elementary schools, but 

also in enrolment. In 2021-22 pri-
vate schools constituted 15.89 per 
cent of the total elementary schools 
and enrolled 18 per cent of the total 

children enrolled in the State. 

rious implications. First, 
it amounts to denying right to edu-
cation, particularly to the childrenof 
the poor. Second, private schools be-
ing inherently profit motive driven, 
are less likely to be established in 

Inherently profit-driven private 
education is beyond the means of a 

very large section of Assam's popu-
lation. For reaping demographic div-
idend in the new technology era, 

larger investment rather than 
Squeezing Govt expenditure on qual-
ity inclusive education is a way for-
ward as it is consistent with the so-

per cent at primary schools and more 

level as compared to the national av 
erage of l13 per cent and 11.4 per 

cent respectively. 
No wonder, the drop-out rate at 

the lower primary and upper prima-
ry levels is significantly high in As-
sam. In 2021-22, it was 6 per cent at 

the remote and inaccessible areas. 
so that no child loses any opportunity 
to learn and excel because of circum-

Third, it creates a dualism in the 
education system in terms of better 

quality private education for the chil- the thrust of the NEP 2020. T 

cio-economic realities as also with 
stances of birth or background." 
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AB-School logo for 
apolarised India 

The controversy over the redesign of the logo of 
ndia's premier management institute, the Indian 
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIMA), 

has not ended with the adoption of the new logo by 
its board. The controversy involves quite a few issues 
which touch upon IIMA's identity, its self-image, and the 
decision-making process in the institute. It has adopt-
edand unveiled the logo, which it says is"simple, bold and 
global" and reaffirms its identity and reflects its legacy. 
The institute has said that it had held consultations with 
stakeholders and incorporated the feedback in the new 
logo. Ever since the proposal fora change of logo was 
made known some months ago, there have been dis-

senting voices and objections. Theneed fora change was 
questionedin the first place, withmany, including former 
alumni, faculty and others, finding no reason to change 
an established and wel-recognised logo. 

Though it is claimed that consultations were held be-
forethe newlogo was finalised, there are complaints that 
they were scanty and inadequate. There were protests 
and even a resignation by a dean over the matter. The 

mostimportant objectiontothe new 
logowasover the tampering with or 
dilution of thejaali motifin the origi 
nallogo, takenfrom the Sidi Saiyyed 
mosque of Ahmedabad. The logo 
had combined the kalpatharu in the unnecessary, Indian tradition with the idiom of 

IMA logo 
change was 

exceptto fine Islamicart, working out a fusion 
that represented the essential unity please of India. The intricate flower and 
branch design has been done away 
with in the new logo. The Sanskrit 

tagline Vidya Viniyogadvikasa' (de-
velopment through application of 
knowledge) has been retained, but all elements of the 
earlier logo, including the name of the institute, have 
been changed, edited or shifted to create the new one. 

The criticism that this was done to de-emphasise the 
idea of a composite and inclusive culture that informed 
the original logo is valid. It gains credibility in the light of 
the many recent attempts to rewrite and sanitise history and to eliminate Islamic elements from it and from local 
and national traditions. These attemptshave now gained 
momentum. Many monuments and institutions are be 
ing reassessed, repositioned, or renamed in accordance 
with the new political climate and its imperatives. It is 
unfortunate that the country's topmost managenment institute has taken sucha decision. A logo contributes to 
the brandof an institution, and there was little need and 
justification for IIMA to change it now. Even if it had to 
be done, it should have been on the basis of wider con 
sultations and a consensus, without changing the basic 
character of the originallogo. 7/ 

political 
masters 
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Digital Education 
for Digital India SAKSHI SETMI 

Technology will not replace great teachers but technology in the hands of 
the great teachers can be transformational" - George Couros 

echnology is one of 
the keywords of our 
world, yet it is also one 
of the most confused 
forms of elite and sys 

tematic knowledge. The usage of 
this term has changed immense 
ly since the 20th century, and 
with time it has continued to 

6 28 24 35 57 60 evolve, thereby helping in 
improving not only the produc 
tivity of business enterprises 
and individuals but has also 
played an important role in 
developing human civilization. 

There is no denying the fact 
that technology. has brought a 
revolution in many operational 
fields be it gadgets or faster 
modes of communication or 
even the education sector. The 
outbreak of COVID-19 pan-
demic has resulted in tremen- Human Resource download the relevant educa- affordable cost should be 
dous change in the traditional 
educational system, wherein the ed 

concept of online classes and Infrastructure for Knowledge 
usage of laptops has replaced the Sharing as part of PM eVidya, 
traditional way of teaching in under the Atma Nirbhar 
classrooms and through books. Bharat programme which is 
Digital education in India which the "One Nation; One digital 

was the sole source of learing for platform" aiming to bring 
students in the country during together the efforts of online, 
the pandemic. Today, with the digital and on-air educational 
click of a button, students have modes towards education. Itis 

immediate access and privilege to a national platform for schools 
quality information available across India, containing worldwide. They can gain prac-
tical and technical knowledge. ers and students. Similarly, 

Innovative audio-video features many other technology-based 
can enhance their cognitive level, initiatives such as Vidyadaan, 
the study materials can be down- SWAYAM, e Pathshala, 
loaded and saved for future ref. Shiksha Vani and many more 
erence. Teachers too can coordi 
nate with students through elecC brought a sea change in the 
tronic (e) classrooms and impart lives of the people of the nation. 
knowledge and share their ideas 
and resources and utilise the government are the powerful INDUSTRY AND TIN rience. Our curriculums need ical education and should not 
resources available on the inter-repository of educational 
net for their various project resources that can be accessed 
work, research, etc. 

It is often said, technology will researchers and parents any 
become the wings that will allow time as per their convenience. 

the educational world to fly far-
ther and faster than ever tals is that they are user friend-
before.Online learning has ly and are available in different 

changed our perception of educa- languages English, Hindi, 
tion, making the education sector Urdu and Sanskrit making 

improve over time and adding to them powerhouse of knowl-
the comfort factor in our ives. The edge which is useful on pan 
Government of India has India basis as people speaking 
announced several initiatives as different languages can make 

part of its education campaign use of them and improve their 
with the aim of benefiting the stu- learnings and capabilities to 

dents belonging to different stra become informed and better 
ta of society. The Ministry of human beings. The users can 

Development (MHRD) initiat-
DIKSHA-

tional material from these por- made available for the weak-
tals/ platforms and use them er sections of the sociery, 
later as per their convenience. making digital learning cost-

Broadcasting through radio effecive and giving equal 
also helpsS students living in opporiunities to everyone. 
remote areas to access knowl- Through this mode, learning 
edge. DTH channel with sign can be made more interacive 

and engaging berween the 
available for hearing impaired learner and he teacher. Digital 

education will immensely help 
logical advancements in the in addressing Lndias vast cul-
field, of education have put rural and language diversity. 

India is favourably placed 
India plays a significant to reap the benefts of digital-

INDIA PI AYS A ole in the global education isation of education tha can 

industry and in the coming change "how and what we 

SIGNIFICANT years is expected to become learn and willcertainly help in 
one of the largest global tal- bridging the gap in interacüon 

ROLE IN THE ent providers. However, the berween the teacher and the 

Digital 

languages DAISY is also 

students. These latest techno-

India on a high pedestal. quizzes and courses for teach-

under this platform have GLOBAL need or the hour is to ensure student in near future. 
that our students get a high- However, to be useful, digital 

EDUCATION quality education coupled education should complement 
the traditional mode of phys 

These initiatives by the with hands-on practical expe-

THE COMING to Desk-focused, more per be at its cost. The benefits of 
physical education cant be 

Digital agility through undermined as personal touch digital education is the need of and interaction also play a 
EXPECIED 1O the hour. For digital education great role in the childrens 

sonalised and up to date. 
by students, teachers, YEARS IS 

The best part about these por BECOME ONE OF to be successtul, the teachers development. Bouh these 
should be imparted sufficient modes should supplement THE LARGEST and efficient training so that each other. Only then will the 
they become comfortable in country be able to reap the 

GLOBAL TALENI these new age modes of edu- true benefits of Digital educa-
PROVIDERS ation. I his, along with well- ion by dramatically improv 

equipped infrastructure and ing the learning capacity of the 
internet connections should students and leading India to 
be made available in the the path of glory. remotest areas of the country 
to derive true benefits of this 
mode of education. Electronic 
gadgets and technology at 

(The author is a teacher 
at a reputed school in Delhi. 

The views expressed are 
personal) 
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ECSTASY OF IDEAS THE TIMES OF INDIA 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022 

The Great Jobs Hunt 
Too few Indians are seeking work and mostly among those working quality of employment isnt great 

Raghuram Rajan, Rohit Lamba 
and Rahul Chauhan 

chunk of youth from joining the labour 
force even after getting a college degree. 

-ndia needs faster GDP growth, of 
course. But the quality of econo-
mic growth matters as much as 
its quantity Specifically, growth 
must translate into good quuality 

jobs. Unfortunately, on that count, 
we arenot doing well. 

Timely, reliable jobs data are 
important, and we have relatively few 
such sources in India. The objective of 
collecting such data is for the govern-
ment to make more informed policy 
decisions, not show it in a bad light. At 
any rate, let's start by triangulating thhe 
jobs data we have. 

Returning to farms 
What about the quality of jobs? The 

PLFS indicates 46.5% of the labour force 
works in the agriculture sector today aS 
compared to 42.5% in 2019. This increase 
is not just a pandemic effect. Between 
2018-19 and 2019-20, agricultural employ-
mentincreased by 3.4 crore while indust 
ry and services employment only grew 
by 93 lakh. Regular salaried employees 
too have dropped from 24% in 2018-19 to 
21% in 2020-21. 

OC @ 
000 

The most plausible interpretation of 
these facts is that the quality and 
number of non-agricultural jobs on 
offer has regressed. f so, we may be the 
only developing country that is pushing 
people back to agriculture, an alarming 
indictment of our efforts atjob creation. 

Rajeev Chandrasekhar, minister for 
IT and skill development, wrote in these 
pages that8 lakhjobs will be created over 
the next five years by the government's 
flagship Production Linked Incentives 
scheme. Given that such subsidies are 

000 

The big picture 
The two large-scale datasets the 

government's quarterly urban Periodic 
Labour Force Survey (PLFS)and Centre 
for Monitoring the Indian Economy's 
Consumer Pyramids Household Survey 
- peg India's unemployment rate at 7.2% 
and 8% as of September and November 
2022 respectively This means, around 
3.5-3.9 crore Indians of working age 
population, who are willing and able to 
search forjobs, aren't able to get one. 

The unemployment rate only counts 
those who are unemployed and lookinng 
for jobs. If you are unemployed but not 
looking for jobs - for example, a 24-year 

old preparing for exams for public 
sectorjobs or a 35-year-old who has given 
uplooking-you arenot counted. 

Moreover, this metric is silent on the 
quality of jobs, and their productivity 
For instance, five people manning a 
small retail store or tilling a small field, 
when only two would be sufficient, is 

dísguised unemployment, but it does 

not show up in these numbers. 

perspective, the labour force participa-
tion rate in 2021: 

A large portion of productive 
female labour does not work 
outside the home. Beyond the 

direct loss in productivity, we 
breakup is more are losing out on the new 

being directed into capital-intensive 
industries, this is arguably an optimistic 
number Furthermore, the estimated 
cost in government subsidies will be Rs2 
lakh crore, amounting to Rs 25 lakh per 
job created. By any account, this is an 
enormous subsidy perjob. 

Given that 50 millionjob seekers will 
come on the labour market over this 

period, and crores are already looking for 
jobs, the multiplier effect of each PLIjob 
has to be implausibly large to meet the 
need. PLl, alone, cannot be the solution. 

Thespontaneous outburst of ouryouth 
in response to the army's Agnipath 
Scheme reinforces the data suggesting 
we are failing on job creation. Govern 
ment, private sector, and civil society 
must cone together to find a sustainable 
way to create more and betterjobs. India 
should not be a negative outlier among 
nations in this matter. 

In Brazil was 58%, 
In Indonesia 68%, 
In all OECD countries 60%. 

Missing women 
The gender 

worrisome still. At 19%, the female 

labour force participation rate in India Tdeas and valuable changes 
is even lower than Saudi Arabia. Promi 
nent thinker Chandra Bhan Prasad has 

pointed out that it may be a matter of 
pride for some with rising incomes that direct loss in productivity, we are losing 
females in the family are not required to out on the new ideas and valuable 
undertake unsafe manualjobs. 

Yet it is equally an indictment of a place would bring. 

system that cannot offer women attractive 

jobs outside the home that they can get 
to, and do, safely According to the ILO, 
the gender discrepancy is enormous 
even for the well-educated- in 2019, only 
30% of Indian females with tertiary 
education participated in the labour 
force as compared to 81% for males. 

Whatever the reason, a large portion Something possibly preparation for 
of productive female labour does not 
work outside the home. Beyond the 

that more diversity in the 
workplace would bring 

changes that more diversity in the work-

Too few look forjobs 
Digging deeper, the labour force 

participation rate in India - the fraction 

employed or looking for a job - is cur 

rently around 46%. So, for every 100 

Indians of working age, a staggering 54 
are not participating in the labour force. 

To put things in a comparative 

Youth unemployment has also been 
increasing steadily - it stood at 22% in 

2019 (and was 28% in 2021) as compared to 
18% in 2010. Remember, those still study 
ing or taking exams are not included in 
thesenumbers. According to CMIE data, 
we do see a jump in males participating 
in the labour force after the age of 25. 

exams for public sector jobs that only a 
lucky few will get -is keeping a sizable 

Rajan is a professor at the Universiy Qf 
Chicago, and Lamba is an assistant prafëssor at Pennsylvania State University and 
Chauhan is a research scholar 
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India@100: Science 
will lead the path GAUTAM 

R DESIRAJU 

SHARANN 

SETTY 

Without substantial progress in the fields of science and technology, it would 

be an onerous task to meet challènges & tùrn India into a developed country 

n August 15, 2022, when India 

turned 75, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi exhorted us all 
to enjoin urselves on a jour 
ney where India would trans-

form into a developed nation by 2047 that; 
is by the time we would have completed a 

century as an independent country. The; 
keynotes of his address were the three facil-

itators of such a trajectory-the fact that we 
have become an aspirational society, that 

there is now a cultural and civilisational re 

awakening amongst Indians, and that the 
world is taking our claims of attaining our; 

righthl place at the global high table seri-

ousy 
Twenty-five years are not such a long 

time in such a scheme of things, and it is 

clear that without substantial progress in sci-
ence and technology, it would be dificult 

to attain this developed' tag. There should 
be a well-defined roadmap accordingly for 
Indian science if it is indeed to achieve; 

developed status. These matters have been 

highlighted by the recent assumption of the 

Presidency ot G20 last weex m DaPROGRAMME AND incuding ocean and polar research, apparent today with their thrivingy is underwayn 

health, exports, taking into account the GDP at the very least. China ergy between academia, industry 

OUR WEAPONSi dèmand-supply imbalances, nutri- made these heavy investments start- and government, mostly their 

tion including tertilisers, water ing around 1990: the results are defence laboratories. A similar strat-

ENERGY NEEDS cimate change genomics, advanced scientific ecosystem. Given the pre- itary fusion. We should aim for 

materials including nanomaterials, sent state of our healing e�onomy, nothing less. 
Indonesia. 

More specifically, Science-20, or S20, the 
Science Engagement Group, has been set 

up by the Governnment. 
In no time, Union Minister Jitendra 

Singh chaired a high-level review meeting 

to oversee the preparations for the S20 

The Department of Atomic HAVE A robotics, electric and solar powered the required amount for the govern 

ummit meetings. Scheduled to be held in BUFFER SUPPORT here scientific methodology prac-

tised by experts needs to be trans 

IN THE FORME lated into globally competitive tech-

vehicles, drones, outer space, and I1, ment alone to bear is too much of Energy lS a wonderful example as 

COMFORTABLE: in general, are essential sectors ask. The role of the private sector in to how a government scientific 
the education sphere is not just nec- department should be organised, 

essary but needs to attain domi- independent of educational under-

takings. Beginning in the 1950s, we 

However, there is yet another were subject to draconian restric-

OF OUR R&D Gven the compressed 25-year aspect that needs to be considered. tions wth regard to tne mpot 

n nance under careful regulation. 
Coimbatore in July next year, the theme of ; 

the S20 Summit meeting will be 'Disruptive 

Science for Innovative and Sustainable 
Growth Complementing those are the side 

events under .the theme ot Research 
Innovation Initiated Gathering (RIIG). 

The sub-themes for RIIG gathering will 

be Materials for Sustainable Energy 
Scientific Challenges and Opportunities 
towards Achieving a Sustainable Blue 
Economy, Biodiversity and Bio-economnY 
and bco-innov th mBECAUSE THE DAE technical matters need to be syner- running educational institutions in cent of its electrical demands 

nology. 

PROGRESS! me scale, we Simply cannot avoid Given again the compressed 25-year uranium ores to make fissile U-235, 

ime scale, and the fact that any fun- an essential component for nuclear PROGRESS imported solutions in certain bof IN THORIUM! tleneck areas. This requires a well damental change in education will weapons. India developed its own 
thought-out foreign policy keeping start showing results only after 15 route via thorium extracted from 

TECHNOL0GY. Indias interests paramount and years, we urgently need á strategy monazite sand beaches India has 
ALL THIS WAS nonng tnar a countY may switch that optimises the usage of the the largest supplies of thorium in the 

between being a friend, neutral, or resources we currently possess. In world, with comparatively Poor 
the meantime, \the government quantities of uranium. India has 
should start vacating the business of projected meeting as much as 30 per 

POSSIBLE adversary depending on the circum 
stances. On the economic front, 

WAS ALLOWED! gsed witn issues or scalability, skill terms of funding admissions, and through thorium by 2047. 
WAS ALLOWED development, blockchain technol administration. The disparities 

mit will foster a cooperative climate where 
encouraging frameworks for environmen-
tally friendly technologies can be created 

In addition to that, technology transfers 
creation of a global start-up ecosystem and |IS OWN CLOSED, package.. 
assertion of P sharing is on the agenda. 

In terms of numbers, it is easy to see that 

with a growth rate of 7.8 per cent in GDP SELECTED GROUP Since the time of Indias indepen-
this year, the $5 trillion economy target will 
be achieved by 2026-27 (unless there are 
drastic fluctuations in oil prices). With the 

Possible switch from fossil fuels to renew 

ables, one may envisage a $9 trillion econ 
orhy by 2031-32 and a $40 trillion econo-
my by 2047, whereby we would be within 

the top three countries of the world in 

absolute nmonetary terms and not just PPP 

numbers. 
What should we do to achieve the 2047 

target? R Jagannathan and Ashish 
Chandorkar have written in Swarajya on 
what we must concentrate on. Additionally, ndia. Sharan Setiy 1s arnGDP on education and research. 

we would add that education, health 
incuding pharmaceuticals and woméns 

Our weapons programme and 
energy needs have a comfortable 

ply chain inadequacies-quite a ties must be removed because the buffer support in the form of our 
vast majorty of students attend the R&D progress in thorium technol-

ogy. All this was possible because the 
Most of the technological and DAE was allowed to run using its 

R&D heft that India needs should own closed, carefully selected group 
dence, successive governments have come trom mission-oriented gov-of scientists (and a very small num-

OF SCIENTISTS paved the way for accessible educa- ernment laboratories with no edu- ber of student-employees). This 
tion to all. Institutions of higher cational component, and from cor- provision needs to be extended to 
learning-ISc, IITs and IIMs have porate research laboratories that all non-educational scientific Ilabo-

dovetail closely with government ratories and institutions that have 
what India is truly capable of. laboratories. The ITs cannot be been charged with the duty of 
Despite all this, a lot more needs to expected to solve problems of scal- rapidly translating science into 
be done to modernise our education ability, economic leverage and sup- immediately applicable technolo-
system and the overal infrastructure ply chain management. Their activ gies, strategic security, and towards 

TO RUN USING; ogy, artificial intelligence, and sup between central and state universi-

CAREFULLY 
A vital aspect of progress is a latter. 

proper management of education. 

given the world a cursory glance at 

the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore, is a that facilitates it. 

member of the S20 

Engagement Group of 
the Government of 

Tues can at most take one to the level products and services. 
The when, what, and how hav-

cern is investment. At present we ficient for the big, basic break ing been defined it now requires the 
spend around 0.8 per cent of our throughs that India 2047 needs. The political will to eftect these changes 

USA moved quickly in the so that we may all proudly hold our 
This number needs to be boot Vannevar Bush dispensation in the heads high by 2047 as citizens of a 
strapped up to say 3-4 per cent of early 1950s because of a perfect syn- truly developed nation of the world 

Pi7 

.In this regard, the primary con- of good start-ups but that is insuf 

Associate Editor at 

Swarnjya 

DOITemINTERDOINT 
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(ne author IS a foreign añairs commentator SHAF DADAvATUAU 

Volunteerism through Vidyanjal1 for education 
Experiments of volunteers coming out to help in imparting education have been immensely beneficial in strengthening school infra 

et small needs of the school shown great deal of enthusi- schools across the country. pased out from. People hav the responsibilities of the 
Almost 9.27 lakh children ing expertise in sports can Government rather it supple-

Tational Education 
Policy 2020 recom 

mends enhancing 

learning outcomes of stu-

dents by involving communi-
ty and volunteer ettorts for 

one-on-one tutoring, holding 
extra help classes, teaching 
support and guidance. These 

objectives recommended by 
the NEP were conceived 
through the program called 

Vidyanjali- a school volun-
tçer initiative wherein volun-

teering was proposed to be 

done in non-monetary torm 
directly to the schools 

through a tech-based com-

mon platform. 
The initiative is aimed at 

strengthening school infra-
structure and enhancing the 
quality of education by seek-
ng community support in is Consultant in the Ministry 
ditterent domains of school 

education. The volunteers 
could be local individuals, which does not get covered in asm by contributing to the 
civil societies or corporates, through their annual budget schools in terms of assets as have benefitted from this vol. impart sports training to the mentslcomplements and 
people from the Indian dias-
pora and NRIs. Vidyanjali 
seeks community involve- teachers leaves students teers have donated about contributions frbm corpora- health/mental wellbeing lecbetterment of the whole edu-
ment in the efficient func- deprived of education. 52122 ceiling fans/water puri tions, civil societies to schools tures/workshops. 
tioning of the schools in the Vidyanjali provides an oppor fiers/drinking water facility across the State to strengthen 

neighbourhood, especially tunity to address these gaps. and other services to schools them. The success of the pro nizations can asist schools in teering under Vidyanjali do it 
government and government Launched in September 2021, in Assam. 
aided schools. 

Though volunteering for a ipation, the programme is volunteers providing subject the program on board through for children with special experience, while the schools 
social cause has been an inte gradually gaining traction assistance. mentoring, teaching regular training sessions ren needs/ICT. labs/Smart class cannot treat them as ful-time 

gral part of Indian culture, the among citizens. It has proven art & craft and music to the dered to district/block level room /residentials hostels for teachers/staff of the school. 
uniqueness of the Vidyanjali its strength by successfuly students. Moreover, school functionaries, as well as heads students/electricity/water and The programme is fully based 
initiative is that it provides a managing to attract a good girls are getting self-defense of schools to onboard the internet connections etc. As on the true spirit of volun 

tech-enabled smooth platform number of volunteers and training, while volunteers are schools on the portal and alumni, self-employed or teerism amd with a very clear 
which connects the schools onboarded schools on the providing asSistance in devel- place their request. The volun- salaried professionals all of us intention to tap the resources 
with the volunteers located in portal. As on date, there are oping basic civil infrastructure teers can contribute only if the can support our ama-mater in available with the communi-

any part of the country. Very over 3.87 lakh government and and other classroom needs, Schools are registered on the various ways. The exhaustive ty for catalyzing the needs of 
often, a common citizen is left government-aided schools on including IGl-based learning portal and place their request: list on which volunteers can schools and volunteers con-
wondering how to volunteer board and over 102683 volun- material and devices such as 
for a social cause and schools teers have registered on the tablets, mobile phone, LCD, common citizens like us. We Vidyanjali portal. 
on the other hand look out for Vidyanjali portal. The volun- stationary, books, laptop, and all have the urge to contribute 
assistance to meet the diverse teers under Vidyanjali have flip white board, etc., to the back to the schools that we gramme does not minimize single platform. 

llocations. 
Many a time, shortage of there are cases where volun- next step is to rope in bulk medical camps and conduct Governmente taken for the 

well as services. For instance unteering programme. The children, doctors can organize strengthens the eftorts of the 

cation continuum in the 
Companies/groups/orga- country. The people volun-

SRIJA 

gramme rests on the effort put building additional clasS- selflessly. They cannot claim Similarly, in Delhi we have in by the states/U1s in getting rooms/toilets for girls/ ramps their services as full-time with active volunteers partic-

ABDUL MOMIN 

(A Srija is an Economic 
Adviser to and Abdul Momin 

Volunteers could even be contribute is available on the nected through extensive use 

of technology and communi-
Beneficially, the pro- ty outreach programs on a 

f Education) 
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English's hegemony in the Indian endeavour 

Hindi and Hind 
MUKUL KESAVAN 

he takeover of NDTV by 
Gautam Adani is seen as 
the capitulation of the 
last all-ndia news organ-isation that consistently VIJAY challenged the narratives sponsored 

by Narendra Modi's government and 
the sangh parivar. This is broadly 
correct, given the foam-ilecked syco-
phants who front-up television news 
elsewhere. But the fall of NDTV is 
a metaphor for something larger 
- the fatal self-absorption of Eng-
lish-speaking desis. 

In some ways, NDTV represented 
the strengths of anglophone India: 

iberal, highly educated, densely 
networked elites, 
best practice elsewhere to pioneer 
non-sarkari broadcasting in India in 
the post-Doordarshan age. Equally, the organisation represented an 
incestuous Lutyens' elite that had 
acquired its liberalism to0 easily. and in the inexplicable indifference turing in it. 
Its members had come by their con- to the misery that higher education in 
victions by talking to other English- English inflicts on Indians who don't teaching better than others but amongst people who have been at the speaking desis without feeling the know Engish well. 
need to converse with the rest of 
India, the other ninety-nine per cent. India's anglophone elite creates and ities and social sciences. The cost of 

This isn't to suggest that their recreates itself every generation with English's hegemony became appar- a direct link between the comedy of commitment to pluralism and other meticulous premeditation. It's quite ent to me when I began supervising Rahul Gandhi speaking Hindi and us. progressive ideas was shallow or mis- difficut to become linguisticaly de- dissertations Written by research Modi and Amit Shah, Gujarati poli-placed, merely that their ideas and racinated when you're surrounded students. To make an argument in a ticians both, made it their business 

ECTRONIGS 

benchmarking 

ter than Harvard', knowing anglo-Some lecturers did bi-lingual phones might snigger but it resonates 

English remains the default language receiving end of this privileged know-
It's important to understand that for higher education in the human- ingness forever. 

There is, whether we like it or not, 

rhetoric hadn't been road tested in by people who speak your mother 
public debate and retail politics. One tongue. T the age of six, I only spoke 
of the differences between Pakistan findi. I was socialised into English ic protocols is not just frustrating, Rajiv Gandhi and his son didn't be-

language that you only imperfectly to be rhetorically effective in Hindi. 
know while trying to follow academ- Congress dynasts like Indira Gandhi, 

and India is that anglophone Indians in school via its library, which was it is humiliating. When a Bengali cause they were entitled dynasts. If's 
succeeded in creating am English crammed with fiction in English. By or Tamil intellectual with rudimen- clear now that politicians who can't 
public sphere. India's ecosystem of the time I began teaching Indian his- tary Hindi tries to speak publicly do retail politics in Hindi/Hindustani 

English-speaking bureaucracies tory to university students. Hindi had in Hindi, he sounds inarticulate have no tuture as all-india politicians both gOvernmental and corporate, become a transactional language that and comical When an articulate Any politician who doesn't recognise 
Hindi-speaking MPhil student from this infantilises himself. This is why a 

figure like Rahul Gandhi, despite his 
Sincerity and his commitment to the 

advertising agencies and writers who king Indians of my generation who sertation, he might sound incoherent hard work of the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
dealt exclusively in English achieved arenot North Indian aren'tjustfluent- because he is translating from and re- can be dismissed as the prince-in 

English newspapers, magazines and Iused to buy things with. 
television channels, English-mediumn My experience is not necessarly Azamgarh tries to write about mili-
schools, colleges, publishing houses, representative. Many English-spea tary-fiscalism in English in his dis-

critical mass and became something ly bi-lingual. they are multi-lingual translating into a language he doesn't waiting of the babalog. 
of a world unto itself. It was a world Also, middle-class anglophones in wholly know. In effect, the main prod-
in which the anglophone Indian could Bengal and Kerala and Maharashtra ucet of India's academic industry is 
win a substantial audience or reader. are often expressive in both English alienation. 
ship, in which she/he could achieve and their mother tongues. This de-

0 long as anglophone Indians 
choose to live mainly and un-

This is an academic example but selfconsciously in English, they 
real and substantial professional coupling of the vernacular from in- English's inert hegemony deranges remain charter members of the ba-

telectual work and expressiveness is lives in every field of human endeav balog. Which returns us to the death 
our. And because the English public of NDTV as we know it. The real ab-

once cosmopolitan and insular; cos anglophones, but it is something of a sphere in India, though numerically sence created by Adani's hostile take-
Smal, is lucrative enough to reward over is not the passing of NDTV 2Ax7 

but the fact that NDTV's outstanding 
guages has real world implications gressive of them do very little to anchor/reporter/editorialist, Ravish 

Kumar, no longer has a television 

plattorm. His reach and standing 
various ways: in North Indian urban for thirty-five years. Most teacners verSty students realise through long aS NDTV ndia's principal figure 

dwarfed the reach and the influence 
in favour of a minuscule ruling class of NDTV's English channel. valua 

success. 
It was a public sphere that was at particularly marked in North Indian 

mopolitan because it was so plugged trend all over ndia. 
into the world that English opened 
up, and insular because it dealt with 
non-Engish speaking India at one r 
move, at second hand. We see this in Islamia, a Central university in Delhi, quences. when the majority of uni-

This secession from desi lan- its stakeholders, even the most pro-

I taught history in Jamia Millia reform the system. This has conse-

professionals who never subseribe in my department taught în both experience that the game is rieged 
to a Hindi newspaper or magazine, Hindi-Urdu and English, partly be-
in the near-total igmorance of Hindi cause there were students in cass of anglophones, it delegitimises the ble though it was. Ravish's standing 

who weren't from the Hindi heart value of education, of expert knowl reminds us that you cant be a public fiction or poetry amongst hVper-edu-
cated liberals who otherwise describe land, partly because the historical edge, of the distinction between truth figure without a public, that in the 

Union as it's currently constituted. 
principally published in English, and when a demagogue ike Modi takes you cannot speak for Hind or to it, 
partly because having learnt history a swipe at the likes of Amartya Sen without Hindi. To cede Hindi to the 

themselves as voracious' readers, literature even for hdian history is and nonsense. In a context like this. 

mukulkesavan@hotmail.com in English. we were comfortable lec- with a motto like "hard work is bet Hindiwallahs is to cede Hind TeMNe 
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Musings ofa 
college waitingfor 
the NAACtovisit 

ANSHU SALUJA take note of their make, model, 

design, and exact number, while 
Tam apublic college in a tier-2 theactual functionality ofequip-
cityofnorthern India. Iwould ment and whether it can be ac-
rather not reveal my identity cessed by students andteachers 

and stay anonymous since I am on a day-to-day basis seem like 
going to bevisited soon bya team issues of little interest. 

ofthe National Assessment and Digitalteaching andlearning, 
Accreditation Council (NAAC). the organisation of smart class-
Established in 1994, the NAAC es,andthe use ofonlineresourc-
evaluates and accredits differ es emergeas catchphrases here, 
ent Higher Education Institu- while the problem oflimited in-
tions(HIEIs). The self-professed ternet connectivity, that colleg 
objective of NAAC is to "make es like me usually face remains 
quality the defining element of for the most part unresolved. 
higher education in India." "The My case is not starkly different 

preparatoryworkfor NAACsac- from many other HEls within 
creditation process is undertak- the country, forced to function 
eninastraightjacketed fashion with no or, at best, gravely inad-
by most HEls, with each step of equateinternet access. 
the way being carefully consid-
ered and calibrated. 

As preparations for NAAC's 
Visit and accreditation proceed 

There is little room for spon- apace, I see schemes of student 

taneity or surprise impromptu mentoring.counselling and sup 
checks by the Body.The spirit of portbeing hastily framedandex 
creativityandinquiry, whichisso ecuted on paper. Similarly, the 
important to the advancement deplorable record of resources 
ofeducation,is givenshortshrift, andfacilitiesthat canallowfor or 
and strict adherence to proce improve accessibility on campus 
duresis emphasised. 

In my case, the visit is due to disabilities is only now gaining 
takeplacein early 2023, and Iam attention. 
at the centre of hectic prepara-
tions assuch. lambeing spruced ramps and elevators within the 
upwith newnoticeboards, sign- premises are beingSnapped and 
boards, fresh coats of paint, and collectedinhaste to serve as evi-
green, leatyplants. Amine ofin- denceofaconcertedinstitution-
formation about curricular and alisedeffortin this direction.For 
co-curricularactivities conduct the sake of showcasing my aca 
edoverthe pastfiveyearsis being demicexcellence beforeNAAC, 
unearthed and, at times, manu- students who have passed out 
factured. This raking up and, I from here over the past decade 
dare say, making up of the past are being hunted and tracked 
record is crucial for my senior down. Those who have quali 
management, för if everything fied for a national-level exami 

is done properly, it might well nation, got placed in a reputed 
translate into a high grade from company or organisation, and 
the NAAC. What tangible ben- secured high-paying jobs are 
efits this process of grading will being cajoled and persuaded to 
eventually spell for me as an share their photographs, certif-
institution of higher learning or icates, and other details.Names 
formystudentsis, asyet, unclear and personal records of the so-
tome.lamonly listingout some called "student achievers" are 
elements of the frantic activity being bandied about with little 
underway to prepare me for the concern for safeguarding their 

impendingvisit. 
Mock drills and trials are be groups and associations, long 

ing routinely conducted to pre defunct, have been brought to 
pare my students and stafi to life. And new ones have been 
face the NAAC team. Elaborate cobbledtogether at theinstance 
databases are being collated. ofthe faculty and management. 
There is particular emphasis on 
cataloguing skill enhancement wonder to what extent I am re-
courses, offeringpossibilities tor allyaccomplishingmycoreg0u 
employment generation. The ofimparting quality higher edu-
Cxtent to which these courses cation, forwhichlamsoontobe 
are actualy beneficial for stu- testedby the NAAC.Thesemus 
dents remains a marginal con- ingskeadme toponderotherkey 
cern, however 

Detailed lists are being com temofgradingandaccreditatuon 
piledotjusST Ufexisting.curricu plug the gluring gaps in higher 
lmandprogrumnusbut alsoof erucation in ludia, or does this 
available ntoration and eom systenmitaelfnquirveriticalseu 
nunications technoloyy equp tiny and overhauling? 
uen.Careis beingexerCisedto 

for people with various types of 

Photographs ofafewisolated 

identity or privacy. ni 

Amidst this hectic activity, I 

questions: Can the present sys 

(The writer Isuluytorun.) 
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Whatdrives young 
entrepreneurs? 

Ramakrishnan Raman 
explores the reasons 

behind the increase 
in student-led small 

businesses 

eing an entrepreneuris considered "cool" by 
young andnew-age students pursuing their 
graduation in engineering or management. 
There are severalreasons for this trend. The rea-

sons behind the increase in student-led small 
businesses are many. Analysing them throws an 

insightinto the industry and the kind of educa-
tion that should be imparted. 

The urge to solve problems: There isa 

plethora of problenms that exist today, both in 
urban and rural areas. Today's new-age student 

entrepreneurs aspire to build business models 
that can solve these problems in an effective 

way. They can afford to do it without bothering 
much about the EMIs to pay or the family to 

manage. Many are supported financially by their be bored:The new-age student entrepreneurs 

family, which gives them the luxury to take the 

entrepreneurial plunge. 
The urge to have full controlover their 

destiny: As entrepreneurs, they call the shots 

while dealing with all the problems at hand. 

They have the freedom to take fast decisions that The urge to get evaluated as a unicorn: 

ultimately determine the success or failure of 

their business. Also creating their own startup 

gives them the opportunity to have full freedom 

overits destiny. No one can get in the way of the 
vision that they have created for the company. 

The urge to take on bigger challenges early 
in life:The new-age student entrepreneurs want startupsgetting funded, getting the buck from 

to take on bigger and more complex challenges 

early and want to solve them in an innovative 

manner. Leading a startup and the team mem-

bers on agrowth path is a huge challenge. The 

obstacles that they would face along the way will 

provide them with an experience that they won't 

find anywhere else. This is one more reason for 

new-age student entrepreneurs to go the entre-

B An office with no dress code or an office with dry-
erase paint allowing anyone to write their to-do 
ists on the office walls and then erase the same 

preneurial route. 

The urge to be a role model for others:The 

new-age student entrepreneurs want people 
to lookup to them. They want to become role 
models for their family and friends by building 
a successful startup. They know their success 
can serve as motivation and inspiration to many 
This is one reason among many for new-age stu-

dent entrepreneurs to choose entrepreneurship 
as a career option. 

Theurge to constantly innovate and never 

or even a full espresso bar to keep them and their 
employees full of caffeine! They can make all of 
this happen! 
The urge to contribute to society:There are 
a fewnew-age student entrepreneurs who aspire 
to solve societal problems. Social entrepre 
neurship excites them and hence they take the 
entrepreneurial plunge and make a difference in 
society and also in themselves. 
The urge to make their hobby, their career: 
Earn a living doing what they love is not a 
possibility for all. The present-day new-age 
student entrepreneurs want a comfortable living 
doing whatthey love and also eanning money. 
The aspiration for converting their hobby into 
a career and making good money from it makes 
them turn to entrepreneurship. So it's a win-win 
situation for them! 

want to constantly innovate and they always 
have a bucket list of to-do lists which are futuris 
tic. They get an adrenaline rush when presented 
with new challenges, which their startup does 
and keeps them on their toes. 

The new-age student entrepreneurs want their 

startup to be evaluated as a unicorn which is 
worth a bilion dollars. The sooner this happens, 
the more delighted they are. They do everything 

possible for the valuation to increase and leave 
no stone unturned forthe same. With several 

High Net worth Investors or angel investors is 

also a possible route that they aspire to go to 

build their dream. Some of them plan for an IPO 

and make the startups really large. 

Theurge to have full control over their 

The urge to get publicity and limelight: 
There are several avenues where neW-age stu-

dent entrepreneurs are awarded and respected 
for the business that they build. The government 
also awards and recognises innovative startups. 
So, the hunger for media and press ackmowl-
edgement that their startups get is extremely 
satisfying for them. The recognition for the hard 
work that they put in helps fuel their inner fire 

workspace: There are a few new-age student en- and this is one more reason for them to take the 

trepreneurs who want to express their creativity 
by havinga highly çreative office environment. 

entrepreneurial journey. 
(The author is the director of S{BM, Pune) Dr/13h 
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A question of 'sanskar 
The time is ripe for India to shed the quaint, regressive notions attached to 

the term 'sanskar and liberate women from socially imposed constraints 

cies' while being upstanding 
citizens acting in the further-

ance of societal good, it is per-
haps time to re-examine what 

we simplistically understand 
as being a sanskari' indi-
vidual. Having assumed the 

presidency of the G20 sum-
mit, wherein state leaders 
work towards solving prob-
lems concerning matters of 
the global economy, it is time 
we take a step back to re-eval-
uate the values we ourselves 

D 
recisely 20 years after 
the Government of 
India began its post 
liberalisation 

Incredible India!' campaign 
in order to poise the coun-

try as a marketable tourist 
destination for international 

SANAH SINGH 
era 

************************************** 

tourists, a video depicting 
the horrific harassment of a 
Korean woman in Mumbai 
by local men went viral on the 
Internet. For a nation that has 
long held the value of Atithi 
Devo Bhava - a relationship 

wherein the guest is akin to 
God, sacrosanct to itself-

are committed to as a soci-
ety and the sort of morality 
and ethics we ought to sub-
scribe to. the fact that multiple coun-

tries have issued cautionary 
advisories for women travel-

It is perhaps difficult to 
imagine a shared ethos among 
the diverse range of multi-eth-

nic/lingual/religious/cultural 
people that constitute this 
very nation. Therefore, it is 
time to reflect upon the lega-
cies of the greatest and their 
commitment towards social 

Every way in 
ling to India is proof that this 
is not an isolated incident. The 

which a woman woman, who just so happened 

to be livestreaming when the It is time we reflect on the shameful notions of deeming women 'vnsanskari' for their soft-spokenness, attire ete 
incident occurred, stated that may have 

possibly 'erred' 
to warr 

heinous crime is 

societal and even partisan her apparent friendliness 
and willingness to engage in propriety. Being considered 
the conservation' had been sanskari requires one to be 
blamed by people as a reason 
for her to be harassed. 

son. Yet, some of the most vir- ing burnt the very code of laws 
tuous individuals this country that governed ancient society 

Ambedkar went on to frame nt a has given rise to, would be 
undeniably held to be 'un-

good, and to not get swayed 
by the divisiveness of the mul-
tiplicity of differences that are, 
and will continue to be an 

the very body of principles 
sanskari' by the majoritarian governing the laws of newly 

independent India. An emi-
nent jurist, economist, and 

un-Indian. Yet, as many of my considered to be amongst the social reformer, Ambedkar is 
greatest of freedom fighters, justifiably hailed as the Father 

of the Indian Constitution. 

an adherent of a majoritar-
ian-partisan specificity. And 

considered, and 
sought to be 
corrected with 

social norms of religion, cul-
ture or ideology, today. Widely 

In contemporary discourse to be an 'un-sanskari' woman 
surrounding sexual harass- is therefore equated to being 
ment of women, explana-
tions behind such offences elders would well-intendedly 
range from the bizarre (wear 

ing jeans, eating chowmein) our pride and legacy, that it is 
to the commonplace (her the reason why we as a cohe-
clothes, her behaviour, her sive society have created a lot 
promiscuity). Every way in of Incredible Indians!". 
which a woman may have pos-
sibly 'erred' to warrant such 

inherent part of who we are 
as a people. The Constitution 
of India is sublimely instruc-
tive for this. the imposition of 

social constraints 

Bhagat Singh was a commu-
nist and anti-religion, hav-
ing written his seminal essay 

assure me that our sanskar is 

Another illustrious figure 
from the legal realm is Chief 

"Why I Am an Atheist' while Justice DY Chandrachud, 
incarcerated. At a stage in who has delivered progres-
time where individuals, par- sive judgements and dissent 
ticularly those of the same age ing opinions, contrary to even 

popularly held beliefs, such as 
on free speech, privacy and 

ist bent, it is ironic how the gender justice. It was Chief 
values that the country's most Justice Chandrachud him-
famous youth revolutionary self who brilliantly insisted 

Before we can globally rep-
resent ourselves on an inter-

issued 'for their national platform such as the 
G20, publicly extolling virtues 
of Atithi Devo Bhava or Vasud-own safety' The Sanskrit word 

'samskära refers broadly to 
"putting together, doing well, as Bhagat Singh himself, are 
making perfect, a type of sol-
emn recognition and getting 
ready, or"mental impression, 
recall of our past actions. Yet 
the commonly held interpre-
tation of the word would point 
to the collection of virtues 
that one is said to inculcate 

haiva Kutumbakam (our cho-
sen theme for the summit) 
it is time we retlect on the 

a crime is considered, and 
mocked for being of a 'Left-sought to be corrected with 

the imposition of social con-
straints issued 'for their own 
safety. Women are thus sin-
gle-handedly burdened with 
taking responsibilities for 
offences committed against 
them with every possible rea-
son. To err against one's sans-
kar- the word used to refer 

shameful notions of deeming 
women, tourists or otherwise, 
'unsanskari' for their soft-spo-

chose to adhere to would be that dissent is the safety valve kenness, attire, or apparent 
willingness to engage in con-
servation. If it is the 'sanskar' 

considered 'un-sanskari' by of democracy in response 
to public assertions of anti-public accord, today. 

BR Ambedkar once national' or 'anti-democratic of the women in question (or 
the lack of it) that is deemed to 
be the problem, then we need 
to urgently re-evaluate what 
we think constitutes sanskar, 
or what it ought to be. 

The writer is a Law student, 
OP Jindal University 

Views expressed are personal 

throughout his/her life. The famously 
accumulation of our religion, 

the strikes. Therefore, not adher 
Manusmriti in a funeral pyre, ing to popularly held beliefs 
comparing the burning of the do not necessarily make one 

un-Indian or un-sanskari. 

burnt 

to one's etiquette and culture our culture, and our etiquette, 

sacrilege. The word itself has 

become embedded in inher-
ently Brahmanical-Hindu the determination of what 

alike - is akin to committing among many intangible ancient Hindu text that epito 
aspects of social life, would 
be thought to be involved in 

mised violence and exclusion When some of the nation's 

of the Dalits to the foreign proudest legacies have dis-
sented against majoritarian 
norms and ideological 'decen-

cloth that Mahatma Gandhi 
understanding of cultural, constitutes a 'virtuous' per- encouraged burning. Yet, hav-
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cal paralysis wnich is marAed ol Specnci 
t depends on the dose of the anugen. The 

Wus Ensteim wrong, 0r.. 
Such quantum elements randomly of the particles predetermined? Or 

Teside at multiple locations at the some local' hidden variable is 

same ume. called quantrum superpo manupulating from behind the veil? 

Sition.They disclose their state or 

position the moment they are mea 

ducted separately by Christer Shalm's 

team at the US research institute, 
NIST, confirmed, who when enquired 
what makes the particles behave so 

strangely said, "You can't prove Quan-
tum Mechanics". 

Science unproved loses its identi-

ty and divinity creeps in to usurp 
human logic and ratonality. The Higgs 

boson or God particle; that gets anni-

XAUSHILK BHOWNIK 
was very sad to see that my own 

experiment had proven Einstein 
wrong. said John Klauser. this 

year's physics Nobel laureate. 
Was Albert Einstein completely wrong 

Objects exist only if you look at 

Them, else they cease to be? In the drum of quantum mechanics, research 

world of ultratiny parices. that s wnat 
happens, says the research, defying 
Einstein's belief, that ushered in this 

year's Nobel prize to physics. 
Even when a pair of such partkces 

is separated light-years apart, tne 
strange correlation' observed in their 

activities, are, per the research, sans 

any hidden connections. 

This phenomenon which Einstein 
attributed to "local realism' meaning 

objects are affected only by their local 

surroundings and possess real or 

inherent properties, we perçieve them 

or not, that reality, the research says, Is 

not real at all. 
The physics Nobel team proved 

that the phenomenon, is inherenty 
'nonlocal'. That is, effect on distant 

objects is induced only upon observa-

tion-when one sees or measures a ment on the electron reached the 8roups of scientists revealed values 

quantum activity. 
Is reality then an 'illusion'? Does 

universe exists solely on our sense of 

perception? 
Quantum mechanics, the science 

of subatomic particles, presents a 
highly probabilistic particle world. 

theones that Einstein had reasoned in 

the EPR research paper? 
None. The Nobel laureates, con 

trarly, showed evidence of plain core-

lation among the entangled particles 
placed far apart. 

Historically, the first half of the 

20th century had academic conflict hilated no sooner than it is created, yet 

raging over the wierdness of entangle-

surea. 
This happens when the paricles 

are quantum entangled a conun-

theory, he solved that light is a discreet spread throughout the universe 
packet of energy. Won the Nobel Prize wherein vibrating subatomic particles 
for photoelectric effect. From his head as lumps of energy facilitate instanta-

emerged the need to create matter neous interaction among them, couldd 

waves to better understand the uni-

verse. Had profound mastery over sta 

on which brought ohn Francis Klauser, Alain Aspect and Anton 

Zeilinger this year' s Nobel recognition. 
What is entanglement? Let's say a ment as theories liike the EPR paradox, 

parncle of light-photon- disintegrates de Broglie-David Bohm pilot wave the 
into an electron and a posiTon. Hav-

ing formed from a single system, they 
are entangled. 

NoW, consider any quantum 

property of the pair, say, spin If the 

two particdes are moved far apart, each 

will simulteneously be in the up and 

down spin states-superposition. Inen, 
I one particle is measured and found 

to have ts spin upP, the other one, no 
marter now 1ar away, in the corner of 

your room or at the other end of the particles are plainly entangled. Lesser 

universe, will have its spin instanta 
neously reversed. 

As if the result of the measure 

on which the entire universe rests, and 

which remained elusive for aeons, 
couldn't escape from ultimately being 
proved of its existence. 

Although Einstein had accepted 
the ability of quantum mechanics to tistical mechanics. He discovered the trio although have denonstrateed 

predict precise outcomes, and its sci-

ence later discovered breakthrough ate a "Theory of Everything' by com-

technologes-MRls to semiconductors bining gravity with quantum physics 
what he was averse to accepting was, a single equation that would explain 

help pin down the reason. 
In this year's physics, the Nobel ory and Leggett Inequality theorem in 

favour of local realism and Copen-
hagen Interpretation, Heisenberg 
Uncertainty Principle, Kochen-Speck-
er theorem for non-locality, clashed. 

Later, physicist John Stewart Bell, 
lend clue to the conundrum through 
his experimentally developed Bell's entangled particles correlating upon all the mysteries of the universe. 
Inequality theorem where he stated, if observation-non-locality. To him the 

the experimental results throw up a phenomenon was 'sp0oky action at a 

correlation value greater than +2, the distance. 

entanglement to be real, however have 
failed to conclusively prove that there 
lies no science in particles correlating 
even across great distances. 

As a result, their work despite 
groundbreaking, appears wierdly hol-
low from inside. As if the mathematics 

theory of relativity and went on to cre 

That formula is still elusive to sci-
ence. Might that the secret of quan-

tum entanglements spooky action; is has been solved leaving the concept 
aside. Much like physicist Nathaniel 
David Mermin's understanding of 

He believed what functions in the hidden within that equation! 
space-time fabric of the uníverse has The key to unlocking the mystery 
an objective reality as God does not 
play dice with the universe. Hence, in 

the entanglement of subatomic parti-
cles either their positdon or state is pre-

fixed or their lies deeper physics that among others. Reviewing the process surely unravelled. Another Nobel Prize 

he had termed as hidden variable. 

The uncertalnty of the particle ory of modular space-time, existence 

world has forever puzzled sclentists. 

But Einstein understood the quantum presence of the Einstein-Rosen bridge 
physics to its core. Using quantum 

that value, hidden variables wield the 

magic. 
Subsequent studies by different 

could also emerge from the views of quantum mechanics: shut up and cal-

prominent theoretical physicists like culate. 

Roger Penrose, Mani Bhowmick, Sabi-
na Hosseinfelder, Max Tegmark 

With newer research, quantum 
entanglement will have its mystery 

unmeasured positron instantdy-faster 

than light-that triggered the positron 
to immediately adopt an opposite 

state. 

higher than the Bel's standard. 

Clear though that entanglement 
works, question arises, how can a sci-

entific phenomenon work without any 

unknown tngger lurking behindf 
That there is no covert manipula-

tion, as test on Bell's postulate con-

will honour Quantum Physics, anyone 
sees it or not. Only then will it be 
proven if Einstein was wrong. 

of measurement, discovering the the 
of 'external reality', mathematical 

But, according to Einstein's rela 
tivity theory, nothing can travel faster 

than light. Is then the position or state 
or Wormhole, or, the quantum fieldThe author works in an MNC as an IT expert 
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severance and respect. These certainly contribute 
he other night, a student who had passed schoolchildren are exposed to the lofty ideals and responsible adults. We are devoting all our wak-

out of my school this year was killed in a golden dreams of the leaders of ur independence ing hours towards developing individuals_who towards the qualities needed to be responsible cit-

nasty road accident. Her college Classmate 
who was at the wheel has been arrested 0f yore and are made to understand why or 

since. He had a proper driving licence and he had. youth should be proud of Mother Imdia and ded 
not consumed alcohol: the arrest was for "the cate their lives to her serviee. But teaching chil oflençe of, culpable homicide not amounting to dren to be patriotic in this manner does not help about saving the planet and the urgeny to con. the shooting When did e last hearatacs 
murder", where the accused person has the unless they grow up to be citizens of whom their serve burt they nonchalantlter the school gar 
knowledge of the consequences of his actionin cOuntry can be proud. 
this case, rash driving. If this is established in 
court, he can be jailed up to l0 years. 
.We were all shocked and deeply saddened by this 
horrible incident. The inevitable discussions strengthen our children's civic sense. To begin deeply distur bed if you value character formation. cricket used to be known as "agentleman 's game": 
around the young woman's tragic death led to 
some serious thought about the way we are edu-
cating, or rather, not educating our young 

Parents and schools have become so career 
obsessed that there is hardly any fime to accom wheel drive at such high speed? Did he not know ther brilhant examination resslts will bring singlemindedness of what is to be attained 
modate lessons about basic social behayiour. The that there were three young people besideshim glory to their school. Every year one hears of the never mind the means. Earlier it was "stress that 
school timetable is overcrowded and parents are Sel, whose lives were in his hands' Why did he replication of filthy mainstream politics being oné worried about, now in addition, it is the 

far too preoccupied honing their childnen's talents think that It was all right to disregard the traiic played out on school campuses. Important ofices unscrupulousness and viciousness that are ram-
in readiness for a sparkling future. Right mom the ruesjust Decause it was very late at night:His (irh ot the school student body, leadership positions in pantly demonstrated by schoolchildren to 
junior classes they are busy learning toreign lan ving lcence sign ied that he was tit to drivein Sports and designations such as house captains, outdo their peers. Thus, we recall Carl Jung's 

movement. They learn about the freedom fighters Will make us proud by their dazzling feats of suc-

Cess. nany case, why is it not possible to attempt 
both: A colleague stated exasperatedly the other 

morning:These cildren talk so mpressively 

izens. Instead, with the fiercest of competitions 
between "houses" within a school and rivalry 
between schools outside, sports have begüun to fit 
the famous Orwellian description of "war minus 

rifñce or generosity during a tournament ih a 
game ot ericket, a batsiman has been known to 
*walk" even before the umpire gave his call and a 

our children are growing up. But if you pause to fielder would declare that it was not a catch as the 
ball had touched the -ground. No wonder that 

Devi Kar den and even the school hall! 
We feel proud of the competitive spirit in which What does it mean to be responsible citizens of 

India and indeed of the world? 
For this, we need to turn to "basics" and observe what is actually going on, you wil be 

with, they must mind their maFners which is not am afiraid that many will not agree with me as But there is nothing gentlemanly about what we 
abouttine etiquette but about siumple considerathey themselves fuel the [lames of competiton see in cricket these days and indeed in sport in 

tion for others. It 1s about folowing insiructions 
and rules. Why did the hapless young man at the 

Schools need to 
teach the basics, 
not just prepare 

kids for careers 

and ight tooth and nail to gain the best possible general 
deals for their offspring and stud�nts who with All human qualities are forgotten in the zeal and 

guagés, musical instrments, martial arts and all other Words, not only were his driving skilIs ade presidents of diferent societies and teams are words of wisdom: "Sometimes, indeed there is 
kinds of sports. In addition, they soon get bysy try: quate but that his knowledge of raftic rules and 
ing to improve on their academic seores and road satety was sound. why is it then that this boy ship positions, mention of these designations human qualities that one, has to ask oneself being veditOr. Apart firomthe headiness of leader such a discrepancy between the genius and his 

preparing or various competitive exams. There is benavec in such a reckjess and irresponsible enhances the weight of CVs while applying to whether a little less talent might not have been 
preshgious colleges. 

To answer these questions, we must first intro Sport is supposed to form character-the seven 
spect. We Wl realise that as parents and teachers values that sport can teach are said to be: fairness, 

simply no time to think about things which do not manner? 
contribute directly to their pursuit of promising 

better." " 

The writeris a veteran school educator based 
in Kolkata 

careers. 
Come Independence Daý and Republié Day, all we are failing to nurture our young to grow up as team-buildiñg, equality, discipline, inclusíon, per 
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IN PERSPECTIVE 

KeepingAdivasi 
children inschool 
The curriculum or English; the argument is 

must include 
that the states should make 

attempts to provide prima-
their culture and Ty education in the mother 

tongue of Adivasis. This will 
language to make enablemore Adivasi children 

to attend the formal schooling 
system and generate curios-
ity among youth so that the 
retenion rate inereases. It is 
very important to revitalise 
the local languages and dia-
lects to improve education in 

education 

meaningful 

NAYAKARA VEERESHA 

he notion of "na- tribal areas. 
tion-state" assumes the An effort has to be made to 
culture of any nation translate the textbooks into 

as homogeneous by appro their own dialects to instl in-

priating the society's heter terest and confidence among 
0geneous elements. Adivasi theAdivasi communities. This 
SOCieties are heterogeneous wasevenrecommended bythe 
in nature with diversified National Policy on Education 

features in terms ofmult-in- 1986: "the need to develop 

gualism, jati (caste) compo- the curricula and devise in-
Sitton, kinship, the instatutton structional materials in tribal 
ofmarriage, political systems, languages at theinitial stages, 
and religious practices. Com- witharrangementstor switch-

munity life takes precedence ing over to the regional lan-
over individual well-being guage. Following this, there 

in Adivasi communities. are a few attempts made by 
The cultural differences be- the states of Andhra Pradesh, 

tween mainstream society Odisha, Gujarat, Madhya 
and Adivasi society are one Pradesh, and Maharashtra to 
of the main reasons for not prepare text books in Adivasi 
acknowledging the role of languages and local dialects. 

tradition and intormal learn The NationalEducation Policy 
ing thereby contributing to (NEP) of2020findsthat "Trib-
the educational and cultural al communities and children 

alienaionin the scnoO1S. 
. In addition to this, the Brit facedisadvantages at multple 
ish rulers and the theories of levels due to various historiIcal 
internal colonialism and de- andgeographicalfactors.Chil 
velopment have propagated drenfrom tribal communites 
a few unjust notions towards often find their school educa-

Adivasi societies, such as "il- tion irTelevant and foreign to 

literate, "backward,under their lives, bothculturalyand 
developed,"uncivilised," and academically." Itrecommend-
"inferior" This has created a edthe design of special mech-
mindset among post-colonial anisms for the educational 

poucymakerstotoiowthepol upliftment ofAdivasis. 
icyofassimilation. Caste-based 
discrimination against Adiva Revisit NEP 
sis is prevalent yet unchecked One of the critical issues is t 
by the instatudons of govern non-recognition of theAdivasi 

ancein educaton. 
The existing formal ule. The non-recognition or 

schooling system is culurally Adivasi languages in the eighth 
diferent for Adivasis when schedue is duetothepoliticsof 
compared to that of their dominationbymainstreamso 

traditional learning centres. ciety overAdrvasisociety.Ithas 
The importance of the Gotul prevented legal, insurudonal, 

system among the Muria and constituional support tor 
community, particularly the Adivasi languages. By not 
in the Bastar region, is well including the tribal languages 
studied and documented by in the eighth schedule, main 
anthropologists. It is a social stream society has precluded 
instirution that rains the chil- the Adivasi languages rom 

dren and youngergeneration attaining political salienceand 
about their values, culture, signilicance, therebydepriving 
and even democracy; largely, them of their fundamental 
it is a citizenship-enabling in- nghts at primary eaucauo stirution (CEI). Article 350A levels. Deprivadon ot educa 
of the Constitution states that ioninthemothertongueis the 
"it shall be the endeavour of fundamental root cause of all 

rom Scheduled 'Tribes also 

languagesin the eighthsched-

every state and of every local other forms of alienaion, i.e., 
authority within the state to culrural, economic,ecological, 
provide adequate facilities andpolitical, ina givensociety. 
lor instruction in the mother Unless eftforts are made to 

TOngue at the primary stage miigate the culrural and in 
ol education to children be stitutional lactors hindering 
longing to linguistic minority theeducational attauinmentof 
groups.. One ofthe primary Adivasis, it would be difficult 
easons lor the high rate ol to envisage an equal and just 
dropout among Adivasis in democratic society. The per 

school is a language barrer. petuatng social inequitues in 
The mediumot instructuon is the exducation system and the 
citer Flindi or English, both perception of mainstream 
of whicharealwn toAdhviusis. society towards Adivasis ned 

The education system, to chauge to brmg about att 
which is insensitive to he lo- tudinal aund svcietal runstor 

cal people's mother torngue, mation. 
ge and local dialert uon. 

becomes culturally insignili Politncal Scicnr, IustiruteJor DecOmes culturally nsienii. rlerIsu PhD Rllow m 

cant.This cdocs not mecan that Sociul und Eecononiç Cunge 
Adivasisneednotlern Hindi Bengaluru.) Y°I 
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Lditor1al \7 
A transformative movement 
Oasis Movement, which started engaging with J&K government in 2016 to train 

resource persons for educating children, has now proliferated to multiple states 

across the state, it not only cre 
ated an inroad but also became a huge learning experience for 
Oasis facilitators. 

he Oasis Movement 

began on a small scale. 

The first engagement 
with the government 

was in Jammu & Kashmir in 
2016-2018. It was result of 

an amazing synergy between 
some of the finest IAS oficers 

like Shaleen Kabra (Principal 
Secretary, School Education, 

J&K), Shah Faesal (Director, 
School Education, Kashmir) 
and Saugat Biswas (SPD, SSA, 
J&K), who sincerely believed 

in helping students holistically. 
This unfurled Oasis Life Camps 
and Oasis Friendship Camps 
Jyotirdhar workshops) in the 

For government schools 
in larger states like Rajasthan, 
Oasis has customizeda pilot 
programme with special focus 
on girl students in the Mewar 

region. With the support of 

officials of Samagra Shiksha 

and education department, in 
the first phase, a three-day Life 

Camp festival was organized in 
the rural/tribal parts of Chit-

torgarh and Udaipur districts. 
557 students participated in 15 

such camps engaging around 
24 youths from Oasis team and 

schools of J&K. 
In just one year, the trans-

formative impact of Jyotird-
asis has been preparing a pool of local facilitators to reach out to maximum children CoURTESY OASIS MOVEMENT 10 teachers from schools and 

NGOs as resource persons. A 

har workshops on around 150 the Oasis MMovement through this journey from Hyderabad, instrumental in identifying a similar project MoU for pro-
select batch of35 potential lead- grammes on character educa-

This partnership crystalized uine educator Navin Mittal, ers from principals across the tion for school students is in 

in the torm of an arrangement TAS, Commissioner, Colle- state that will undergo Oasis the process of being finalized 

with the Lok Shikshan San 

heads of schools across Jammu, 
Kashmir and Ladakh created 

public-private partnerships. Telangana. They met a gen-

a ripple effect. Many Oasis 

programmes were rolled out, between }yotirdhar (with giate Department. The proj-

not just for students, but also Govt. Education Dept for ects vision was cleared on that tate programmes for more than chanalaya, Madhya Pradesh 

for parents and families of school heads) and Pay it For-

beneficiaries. 

programmes. This will facili-

day itself. A workshop series 6,000 students through training government. The focus of this 

ward' (with founders of NGOs/ for selected 30 NSS college rep- of100 teachers as key resource pilot programme will be on the 

Indore region, and will engage 

The next significant MoU 150 school heads and teachers 

was finalized. The idea was to on a similar holistic model was tobe trained as KRPs to benefit T had personally witnessed social sector). The approach resentatives one from each persons in the first phase 
district across Telangana 

one of these camps while vis- was largely non-commercial. 

iting Leh during my tenure as 

Secretary, School Education culture of character education engage with the youth in social recently signed with the J&K 5,000 students through Oasis 

and Literacy, Government of 

The objective was to gift the 

- the education of the heart entrepreneurship and nation- school education department, programmes. 
In early 2023, Oasis plans to 

India, and was amazed at the to felow organisations by building by sensitizing these with a larger outreach, espe-

energy and the impact this sharing Oasis' processes and participating NSS oficers. Over ciallyto girl students of KGBVs. engage with the governments in 

camp had generated. How- programme content with their the year, three residential work- Itentails sensitizing workshops eastern regions of Odisha and 

A path-breaking develop-

ment that emerged recently was 

shops have been organized. 
for all senior officials and core Meghalaya. 

ever, there were challenges in senior leaders. In turn, it would 

the store. While programmes lead to cascading a value-based 
and modules could be repli-

Eventually, this one PPP team members of SLA, SCERT 

led to multiple MoUs and pilot and education departments to 

cated, facilitation of authentic notjust across their own organ- projects across seven different harmonize their engagement culture of integrity and giving, an MoU of Oasis with Centre 
for Good Governance, Gov-

states/0Ts including 'Telangana, with the Oasis project. With 

transformation in people was isations but also to their ben-

voluntary, intangible, slow and efñciaries in various segments 

a long-drawn process. Oasis of society. 

needed to prepare a pool of 

local facilitators to reach out 

to maximum children. Without initial experiment in early 2021 

Kerala, Karnataka, Gujarat, the help of the pool of avail- ernment of Telangana, with 

Jammu & Kashmir, Rajasthan, able trained resource persons, the inspiration of a retired 
IAS officer K Skandan. 'Self-

MoUs with three other states to create a core team of 40 proj- Governance for Good Gover-

of Madhya Pradesh, Odisha ect facilitators and 150 KRPs nance-Education of Heart for 

Authentic Leadership envisions 

ence 10,000 students over the influencing the bureaucrats and 

government officials, especially 
the young, to lead a change in 
the systemic interventions with 

a value-basis of integrity and 

In light of the Covid-19 and Tamil Nadu while such the entire programme is aimed 

restrictions, Oasis began the 

appropriate balance between in Gujarat through a new ini- and Meghalaya are on the anvil. across 20 districts, and influ-

Oasis has introduced need-

seven leaders from more than based, diverse and customized next two years. It also includes 

pilot programmes as well as leadership training of the core 

soon, in late 2019, the Gujarat ing in different sectors with partnership Mo Us in each state. team and 100 youth leaders at 

Oasis Valleys, Gujarat. 

quality and quantity, scaling tiative, Pay-lt-Forward. Fifty-

would have been elusive 
Good words spread and, 20 credible non-profits, work 

government signed an MoU a focus on rural, child and In Kerala, it is a one-year proj-

with Oasis to take Jyotirdhar 
programme to school heads, 
teachers and students. Unfor-

women development, joined. ect for 25 educators of Kerala Post the Covid-19 pan- accountability. 

Amid the pandemic, they State Civil Services Academy, demic, Jyotirdhar's MoU with 

reached out to hundreds of who are taking theprogramme GCERT, Gujarat, has also now 

tunately, the pandemic stalled children and women in their down to young 'student aspi- been reactivated to prepare 250 

Oasis has accomplished 
what it did on account of the 

support it managed to get 

rants. Based on this success, a KRPs across the state, with a from outstanding officers 
like V Vigneshwari and APM 

Mohammed Hanish in Ker the momentum. 

In 2020, founder trustees of 
Oasis publicly announced the cesses, in 2022, along with Guja- now being formulated for col-

succession plan. This included rat, the model was replicated in lege students in Kerala. 

two segments. One was the Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 

handing over of the manage-

ment of Oasis Trust to a team more than 60 partners. It is an very heart-warming response. 

of young trustee-elect while ongoing process which is now A holistic model of two-year 

hand holding them through 
intensive leadership education. nataka and Rajasthan. 

The other adventure was toray-

respective sectors. 
Building on the earlier suc- model of Telangana Misaal is large number of teachers ben-

efitting from the programme 
over the next two years. lhe 

ala; Ritesh Singh and BB Cauv 

first phase will reach 15,000 eryin Karnataka; Navin Mittal 

in Telangana; Usha Kakrla in 

Tamil Nãdu and Alok Kumar 
win situation for Oasis. In states in J&K. They present a wonder-

ful example of public-private 
conducted sensitizing work- partnership in the true spirit 

The education depart-

Telangana and Delhi-NCR with ment of Karnataka displayed a students directly. 
This PPP venture was a win-

being extended to Odisha, Kar- partnership begins with Oasis like Tamil Nadu, where Oasis 

shops for a select batch of head-

ing into national expansion of Oasis founder members began ing each district. They will be masters of government schools 

yotirdhar sensitization work-

In January 2022, a team of shop for 35 DYPCs represent 
of Nexus of Good. 

Views expressed are personal 

h faom AImmeks7 
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FRIDAY, DECE:9ER 16, 2022 

Ragging: Once a hamlesS Witty banter 
Deba Prasad Misra tion by investing a lot of their hard-

earned money. The Supreme Court 
of India, as well as the Government 
have termed ragging as a heinous 
practice, but the practice still ex 
ists in spite of the presence of rules 
and regulations. Now, pertinent 
questions in front of us is 'why do 
some of our seniors resort to such 

torture by the seniors who find out 
about the complainant. Rather than 

the ego clash between the seniors 
and juniors, the onus is on the sen-
iors to change their roles to be-

come benefactors and guides in-
stead. To stop the menace of rag-

tures, etc. In the freshers' social 
meet, we were asked to give our 
introductions and speak about our 
hobbies. It was friendly and harm 
less. But in course of time, it has 

Owadays, everywhere in in future. But these arguments are 

the media, ragging has 
become a serious topic of 

discussion. Recent inci-

unacceptable. 
The practice of ragging probably 

originated in England. It is one of the 
many evil practices of the British to 
teach social hierarchy and compel 
students to be more disciplined. 
Every year, �s new students get ad-
mitted after the declaration of re-

taken an insidious and malignant 
dents of bullying, disorderly con-
duct, physical and mental torture 
by senior students upon their jun-

form that cannot be termed ban-

ging is necessary, but it is more 

necessary to imbibe the spirit of 
love and affection towards the jun-
iors. Outgoing boarders should not 
be allowed to enter their old hos-
tels in the name of welcoming the 

freshers. More and 
more zones should be 

ter, leave alone harmless. 
So, anti-ragging procedures 

should be initiated by the institu 
tions right from the time of adver-

tisements for admissions. The pro-
spectus, the admission form and 
any other literature issued to as-
pirants for admission must clearly 
mention that ragging is banned in 
the institution and any one indulg-
ing in ragging is likely to be pun 
ished severely. 

The admission form must have 

1ors in different institutions have socially unacceptable behaviour? 
and 'Why do the seniors don't un-
derstand the problems of their jun-
iors and subject them to such un-

affected the academic sanctity of 
those places. 

Though 'ragging' means making 
fun boisterously, teasing and play-
ing tricks by the seniors on their 
juniors, the word has earned noto 
riety, evoking a feeling of terror in 
the minds of the freshers. In the 

sults and new classes start, there isa 
lot of hustle and bustle, with many 
new people on the college 

campuses exuding a lot of 

energy and high 
The faces of the new stu-

Anti-ragging procedures should be 
initiated by the institutions right 
from the time of advertisements for 

set up that feature ban-
ners and posters with 
slogans like 'Stop rag 
ging', 'Ragging-free 
zone, 'Ragging is a pun-
ishable offence', etc. A 
compulsory orientation 
meeting should be held 

among the seniors and 
the freshers along with 
the hostel wardens. 

pirits. 

dents often betray their 

anxiety, eagerness, expect-
ations, and mixed feelings 
of pleasure, sorrow, awe 

and fear. They are the 
freshers on the threshold 

name of ragging, the newcomers 
are subjected to torture by the sen 
iors. Instead of extending a hearty 

welcome, the newcomers are 

teased, tormented, and beaten up 
mercilessly just for fun. They are 
made to crawl on the floor, stand 
on one leg and forced to go with-
out food for the whole night. The 
first few days in a hostel become a 

nightmare for the freshers. Some 

victims of ragging even give up 
hostel life. Under the cover of dark 
ness at night in hostels, the prob-
lem of ragging becomes more 

acute, but a large number of cases 

go unreported because of fear. 
The justification in support of 

ragging, according to many senior 

boarders of hostels, is that it helps 
the freshers shake off their initial 

admissions. The prospectus, the 

admission form and any other 
literature issued to aspirants must 

clearly mention that ragging is 
banned in the institution. 

a printed undertaking to be filled 
up and signed by the applicant and 
parents, saying that he or she is 
aware of the institution's approach 
towards ragging and the punish-
ment to which he or she shall be 

of college life. They look 
forward to the bonhomie, 

mirth and merriment of 

being happy go-lucky stu 
dents in college or university. Mean-
while, batches of senior students are 
also seen loitering around in the col-

lege compound, canteens, hostels and 
corridors. Behind the facade of wel-

coming new students, many senior 

students get an excuse to harass their 

juniors and more after than not, make 

them easy targets to satiate their own 

perverse sadistic pleasure. 
Ragging has become a menace, 

cause of fear and shock, not only 
for a fresher, but to his or her par 

liable if found guilty ofragging. The 
vulnerable locations should be prop 
erly watched. Let us create an at 
mosphere where seniors become 
friends, philosophers and guides to 
the juniors. The onus is both on 
the seniors and the freshers who 

Many student leaders 
inger on for many years in the hos-

tels just providing their leadership. 
In many institutions, outgoing stu 
dents are seen getting involved in 
activities. If nothing works out, 
separate hostels should be allotted 

to the newcomers. 

bearable inhuman acts?" 
If we remember what Marcel-

lus said to Horatio in William 

Shakespeare's great tragedy, re-

ferring to the appearance of the 

ghost, "Something is rotten in the 
State of Denmark". It seems as if will one day become seniors to 

knock on the doors of freshers with Something, somewhere has gone 

Wrong in our system. There are 

many cases where the freshers in 

hostels gather up enough courage 
to approach the higher authorities 
and report misdeeds of ragging 
against them, but fear retaliation 
in the form of physical and mental 

In olden times, ragging was treat 
ed as a harmless, witty banter. We 

were asked by our seniors witty 
questions like pronunciation of 
words like Called', and whether it 
is pronounced 'Keled' or "Celled'. 
We were called by nicknames de-
pending upon our gestures and pos-

a smile inviting him to go to the 

library to study together, or for an 

evening walk, or for a cup of tea or 

coffee, or for participation in acav 
ities of the institute. Then success 

shyness and adapt themselves to 

the new atmosphere. It also helps 

them face any odd situation boldly 

will surely smile upon everyone' s 
life in every institution. AT/¬ 

ents too, who send their sons and 

daughters to pursue higher educa-
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IN PERSPECTIVE 

Thewayforward 
forNAAC 

While binary and so on). Therefore, what 
was originally a retlective ex 

ercise for institutions moved 
towards one of precise quality 

measurement, which, how: nationwide impactt ever, remained elusive and 

accreditation is 

a step forward, a 

analysis is necessary dstorted the very purpose of 

the process. The same ISsues 
also caused enough dissat-
isfaction among institutions 

he recent announce to mandate a revision in the 
ment by the National structure of the manual, the 
Assessment and Ac- scoringpattern, digidisation of 

creditation Council (NAAC) the process, limiting the role 
to express the outcome of of the peer team, etc. in July 
the assessment exerCise in a 2017. Possibly, binary accred 

binary form is a welcome step itation is also a continuum in 
but needs abundant caution the proce_s of addressing the 
in its implementation. As per issues mentioned above and 
newspaperreports, tWo terms bringing further credibility 
will be used for binary accred- to the process. The Nation�l 
itation: accreditaion or yet to Education Policy 2020 also 
acquire the same. The term callsformoving to abinary ac-
yet to acquire' possibly needs creditaionmechanism within 

BSMADHUKAR 

a cleardefinition. a decade. 
At this juncture, it is im- The outcome of the ac-

portant to understand the creditation process, apart 
evolution of the NAAC's as from the issues stated above, 
sessment process over the last involves other factors like the 

two decades, particularly the structure and relevance of 
aspects of "grading" In a nut- the content of the manual/in-
shell, NAAC'svision is to make strument used to prepare the 
quality asSurance an integral self-study report, the sensitiv 

partofthe operation of higher ity of the instrument, the peer 
education instirutions and to team training and expertise, 

mandate that they be graded. the institution's processes, the 
Keeping in view the vision institutions' preparedness and 

and mandate of NAAC, the in- stage of marurity, the leader 

itial phase of the assessment ship competency, manage 
process was envisaged as a ment views and finances, the 

binary process: accredited or internal dynamics of process 
non-accredited. A couple of deployment, and the usage oft 

the results of the process, etc. 

So, beforethe switchoverto 
favouras binary accreditation the binary acreditation pro-
did not allow for finer distinc cess is undertaken, a 360-de-
tion between institutions; the gree analysis of all the aspects 
efforts of well-performing involved in the assessment 

institutions would not be ac process should be undertaken. 
knowledged, giving them little A nation-wide impact analysis 
incentive to better themselves. at the ground level must be 
Therefore, a more nuanced conducted by a third party to 

system of grading at various understand and idenify the 
qualitaivechangesthat the as-

Asmore institutions got ac- sessmentprocess has brought 
credited, dissaisfactionagain aboutin the institudons so far 
increased. This time, because The data will help with better 
of disparities: instituions rat deision-making. Past experr 
ed higher in a geographical ences haveshownthat experts 
area were not perceived to be with a good profile are availa-
betterbythe public than those ble in plenty, but acquiringex 
rated lower. The allegation of pertise in a particular domain 
malpractice also surfaced. is a long and difficult journey 
These issues were addressed even though the process may 

institutions were graded ac 
cordingly, but this did not find 

levels was developed. 

by bringing in changes to the appear simple. 
manual and the scoring and Above all, care should be 

grading structure oftheassess- rakentoensure that the prima-
ry stakeholder in the process, 

Furthermore, the accred the student, is not disadvan-
itation process gained im- taged by the exercise, i.e., a 
portance as a result of the ex bright student from a poory 

panded scopeof accreditation graded college loses oppor 

obtained by former MHRD, unities against an average 
UG, and state education de- student from a better graded 

partments, and because the college due to policy interven-
grade ol the institutions was tions, employment opportu 
linked toregulatory issues (for nity norms, the location of the 
example, prerequisite for seat institution, and other factors 

enhancement, permanent overwhich s/ne nas nocontrol. 

affiliation to colleges, opera- (The uwriter is former 
thonal flexibility to universiies (advser, NAAC, Bengaluru) 

ment process in April 2007. 
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POLITICSOF PEDAGOGY 

Toknowornotto know 
Higher education ucation ingeneral and higher education themselves, and respect the humanity 

institutions must provide in particular. It becomes a catchy phrase anddiversity of others. The least thatthe institutions mustprovide to convince the gullible that the minds institutions of higher educaton cold ao aphysical and intellectual of innocent college-going Hindus are for the good of the nation is to facilitate 
space for freethinking and erature that shows 

circulation of thoughts 

being indoctrinated by anti-Hindu lit- unhindered and unrestricted access to 
dutva and its as many diverse sources of knowledge 

champions in a poor light. 
Attheir worst, they could accuse their 

teachers and institutions of instigating constrained in their decisions to de-
Muslim students for rebellion and revolt sign their curricula, pedagogy, and syl 
against the State or attempt to demean 
andinsultthe Hindureligionor hurt the now being increasingly discharged by 

as they can afford. 
Universities are already seriously 

NAVNEET SHARMA AND 
FURQAN QAMAR labi, as these fundamental duties are 

n our arduous contemporaneity, sentiments of religious Hindus. How state-level committees and the central 
what is worth knowing is no longer else could one explain the principal of regulatory authorities. Even if they are 

La philosophical question but has the college being booked despite his as onlyreferred to as a model, most higher 
become a political one. Being 'politi- sertionthatthe book was acquired many education institutions find it easier and 
cally correct' is also no longer a virtue years before he toolk over as principal? 
but has become a compulsion, and 
what is "politically correct" is being 
defined with a hegemonic stance of 

majoritarianism. 
The recent Indore Law College 

squabble by the student wing of a cul-
tural organisation about a book in the 
library of their college that is neither 
prescribed as a textin their curriculum 
nor areference to their syllabus hasruf 

fled the feathers of people at the helm. 
The silver ining in the above incident 

is that those who created the ruck-

safer to adopt them in their entirery and 
Louis Pierre Althusser, the famous thus avoid any liability. 

No less are they restrained in their 
ability to acquire b0oks and learning 
resources for their central and depart-
mental libraries. For most publichigher 
education institutions, buying books and 
subscribing to journals have become a 
luxury. Hard-pressed for funds, they are 
hardly able to meet the committed ex-
penditureon salaries and establishment. 

Even when they can save some funds 

for the books, they are so constrained in 
their capacity that they simply give up 
the idea ofacquiring any more orresurict 

their purchases to the bare minimum 
number of books in the professional and 
technical areas they specialise in. 

Cardinal Newman argues that higher 
educationinstitutions must be schoolsof 
universal learning. They must provide 
a physical and intellectual space for 

any prescribed syllabusorwhat is worth French philosopher, offers a more communication and the circulation of 
knowing gains poignancy because it is profound understanding of what is thoughts through social interaction and 

us had apparently 'read' the book. 
Apparently they have reading as a 
habit or hobby, but one of the com-
plainants about the book has report-
edlyflunked his exams continuously for 
two semesters. 

The question ofwhich bookshould be 
in the library or on the reference list of 

political.Asin this case, the principal as- happening in the institutions of higher personal intercourse. 
sertedthatthe said b0okwas purchased education in India. He writes that the Students are indeed one of the major 
five years before hejoined the institute. State always exercises hegemony over stakeholders in higher education, and 
This begs the question of whether a its subjects, not only through repressive theirviews and voices could make or mar 
book critical of an institution, person, Stateapparatuses but also through ide- their alma maters. What happened in 
or ideology can make it to the library at ological State apparatuses like schools the law college in central India and the 
all. Conversely, whether a book eulogis- and universities. But then this meant way the passions were fanned and the 
ing dictators or despots should make using these institutions to indoctrinate issues handled mightserve certain vest-
it to the shelf of a library or not. What 
should bethe criteria for selecting books ate a specificideology orapproach to life. 
for the library or as prescribed texts in 

the syllabus? 

impressionable young mindsto perpetu- edinterests. 
Even in a pure managerial sense, 

What is happening here is the use of which presently guides the governance 
a political party's student wings to ma- and administration of universities, col-

The incident could have simply been noeuyre and micromanage institutions leges, and institutes, oxymorons like Shik-

dismissed and quelled as another man- in order to perpetuate pseudo-nation- sha Jihad and its proponents mayendup 
ifestation of growing rowdyism in soci alismand religionism. They are used to patronising indiscipline, rowdyism, and 
ety, including on campuses. But when censor the academic autonomy of their, unrest on the campuses andthusvitiating 
both the principal of the college and institutions and control the contents whateverlittle is leftofwhatisverily called 
the author of the book in question are and curriculum of their courses. They academicenvironment. 
Muslims, it is quite easy for those with mightthus endup excluding what could (Sharma teaches in the Dept of 
vested interests to craft and propagate otherwise be worth knowing for them Education, Central University of 

Himachal Prudesh, Dharamshala; it as'Shiksha Jihad'in the most misused and their friends. 
and perverted sense ofthe word. Martha Nussbaum warns about the Qamar is a professor at Jamia 

Such slogans serve a particular con- catastrophic consequences of produc- Millia Islamia, New Delhi anda 
stituency well when the purpose is to ing technically competent people with former advisorfor education in the little ability to think critically, examine Planning Commission.)Dty1% 
divert and divulge the core issues of ed-
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Makeuniversity 
managementsystem 

User-friendly 
CHETAN SINGAI & The module, however, is not 

TR KUMARASWAMY resilient to changes:it does not 
allowuniversities to correct er-

ver the last decade, India rorsaftervalidating the curric-
has transformed into an ulum. UUCMS alone can recti 
information-intensive fyerrors, exposinguniversities 

and information-sensit+ve so- to unwarranted hierarchies, 
ciety. The pandemic has given dependencies and delays. 
a further push to technology 
in most sectors, including ed- module of UUCMS is partially 

ucation, especially for teach- digitised. The answer scripts 
ing and learning. However, are manually corrected, and 
tech-enabled governance and the evaluated marks are en 
management in higher edu- tered into the portal. Lack of 
cation are relatively novel, re- skilled human resources to 
quiring an in-depth and com- handle this process is a chal-
prehensive analysis. 

The Unified University and ination sections face. Even 
College Management System before the implementation 
(UUCMS) is a flagship project of UUCMS, many state public 
of the Department of Higher universities had a fully digital 
Education, Government of evaluation process, including 
Karnataka. It aims to bring features such as online deliv 
greater transparency, efficien ery of question papers, online 
cy, and accountability among evaluation of answer scripts, 

The current examination 

lenge that university exam-

universities and colleges in and digital photocopies of the 
Karnataka. The structure of answer scripts, which wereef-
the UUCMS is similar to the ficient. Tomake the UUCMSa 
SAMARTH university e-gov- transparent, efficient, and ac-
ernance portal offered to countable information system, 
public universities and select the following must be accom-
higher education institutions modated: 
in New Delhi. a provision to auto-populate 

While UUCMS helps, the the data once a fortnight from 
overall user experience across the UIDAI, enabling uniform-
HEIs in Karnataka is fraught ity among prospective stu-
with challenges that need to dents. 
be addressed. 

State-run public universi- tion to make a tailored list of 
ties and colleges account for PU/school boards for admis-
70% of students in the state. sion as approved by the uni-
The UUCMS has reduced the versity's statutory bodies 
unnecessary use of human, 
physical, and fiscal resourc- universities to make changes 
es. Further, it provides a 'uni- after the validation of the cur-
fied system to link students' riculum 
Aadhaar data. 

However, the challenges is terface so that the existing 
in the validation of Aadhaar, public state universities/ col-
and variations in names of the lege staff can seamlessly en-
students between Aadhaar gage with the system. 
and the SSLC transcript, as an recruit dedicated staff for 
immediate solution, UUCMS the UUCMS since faculty 
has enabled editing student members cannot dedicate 
names by the registrar of the timeand effort to the UUCMS. 
university, which is not a sus- introduce more modules 
tainable solution. Despite this, such as HR, affiliation, stu-
name variation issue remains dent support, and asset and li-
unresolved, creating commo- brary management. 
tion among faculty members, m knowledge transfer be-
administrators, and students. tween the UUCMS core team 
There are more challenges. 

The academic council of 
univeristiesapprovealist of el- sure that the UUCMS is not 
igible pre-university or school just a portal with an agency. 
board(s) inthe UUCMS. How It should be an essential and 
ever, a non-eligible board integrated component of.the 
cannot be deleted from the university,asystem seamlessly 

meta-list, inconveniencing integrated into the institution. 
students and administrators. 

The UUCMS's academic University of Applied 
module is intended to have a Sciences, Bengaluru, and 
robust course and credit man- Kumaraswamy is an 
agement system. 

giving universities the op-

provide full autonomy to 

provide a user-friendly in-

and the stakeholders in HEI. 
The government must make 

(Singai works at Ramaiah 

independent researcher) 
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An imperative realignment 
Emerging vulnerabilities and planctary challenges have created an urge to redefine 

the boundaries of educational research and harmonise it with humanity's goal 

O 
scientific 

and technologi-
cal pursuits have 
advanced so much 

in a tight corner. We need to 
decide the direction we must 
take from now on. 

erations on the focal theme, 
leading scientists, social scien-
ists, social workers, and policy 
planners are invited to speak in 
the plenaries to sensitize and 
orient the academics on the 
current issues in society, pol 

itics, governance etc. Bring 

ing about social consciousness 
among academics is the ulti-

mate purpose of this congress 
Presently, the Indian Social 

Science Academy has fixed its 
focal theme as 75 years of 
Swaraj India, and the conven-
tion will be hosted at Bharathi-
dasan University, Tamil Nadu, 
from January 27 to 31, 2023. 

Nearly 30 scientists, social sci-

entists, and policy planners 

have been invited to deliver 

plenary and public lectures. 
More than 700 abstracts have 
been receved for 28 thematic 

ur 

Suaegy innovat 

G PALANITHURAI Humans well-being is at 
stake, as there is no mean-
ingful sanitation. Livelihood 
scenario has become critical 
for the poor milions due to 
the changing climate. Climate 
change and resultant disasters 

have created panic among the 
people, both rich and poor. 
Unless we change our atti-
tude, behavior, and activities, 
we cannot save our planet and 

ourselves. Hence, we have to 
pursue a new path for which 

the knowledge community's 
support is inevitable 

In this context, it is to be 

that we are told that death is a ************** . .***. 

technical problem, and that it 
can be fixed. The new wealth 

Von Support 
Greatvity 

of nations is education. Under 
standing social issues in the 
globalised scenario, where a 
slight shift in one corner of the 
world impacts many things at 

local levels, has become crit 
ical. Decoding and fixing 
Covid-19 was one such strug-
gle. In the same ven, under 
standing and explaining the 
environmental catastrophes 

still remain a mystery. While 

our scientific thinking and 

technological advancement 
have spread prosperity and 

ease-of-living, there is noth 
ing to deny the fact that they 
have also spread risks and 

vulnerabilities 
We innovate. But we can 

not predict accurately the con-

sequences of such innovations, 

given the rapidity of changes 

taking place around them. One 

self-constraint we have cre-

ated is the narrow disciplinary 
boundaries in our academics, 

Soution 

The boundaries of research between economics, sociology, political science, 
governance etc. have become blurred 

sciences in the 21 century 

require renewed discussion, 

uon and research in social which worked for human 
advancement under the reg: 
ulation of the state moved 

resh understanding, and a over to the fold of the mar 

ket. It is unleashing its poten-
tial to exploit nature to make 

profit unfathomably. As a 

result, the knowledge indus 

try also gained the profñt of 

the market. Amassing wealth 

and seeking lile comforts and 

convenience tor sensory plea-

sures have become the prime 

engines of human activitues 

Against this background, one 

has to look at the pursuit of 
science today. If it is science, it 

has to work for the well-being 
and harmony of humanity and 

the planet. When we look at 

the growing humanitarian crn 

sis, the whole human civiliza-

new approach that redefines 
conventional boundaries. The noted that an academy has 

been relendessly working for medical research that was talk 

ing about longevity in terms 

of age, is now talking about 

immortality. 
thinkers are talking about uni-

versities with no buildings. But 

the questuons around inequal 
Ity, insanitary conditions in vil 

lages, water safety and poverty 

still remain. Importantly, the 

boundaries between econom-

With the creaung a new consciousness 

among scientists (natural, bio0 
logical, and social) for about 
four decades to address the 
problems of human soCiety by 
pursuing research in analyz-
ing the nature-human relation-

ship. That academy is known 

as the 'Indian Social Science 

emergence panels and 18 subject commit 
tees. The abstracts are screened 
by the subject experts and invi 
tations are being sent to the 

scholars to write their research 

Educational of big data 
analytics and 

evidence-based 

policymaking, 
education and 
research in 

social sciences 
in 21 century 
require renewed 

discussion, fresh 

understanding, 

papers for the congress. 
The significance of the 

congress lies in aligning with 

the government in creating a 

social consciousness among 
the academics working in 

higher learning institutions. It 

gains significarce in the con-

text of the UGC mandating 
the higher learning institu-

tions to work with the rural 

communities through the 
scheme 'Unnath Bharat Abhi-

Academy 
The majority of the aca ICs, SOciology, political science, 

governance etc. have become 

blurred 

demics who enrolled them-

selves as members of the 
and our tendency to view the 
world through a single lens, as 
if all the problems of the world 

belong to one discipline - the 

discipline I have specialisedd 

Science and technology 
have to help humanity evolve 

so that harmony and peace 
could prevail. Another dimen-

Sion to this issue is humans 

academy seek to understand 
the deepest goals and val-
ues nurtured by the found-
ing members. "This academy 

should not be viewed as an 

tion is headed towards peril. 
We need to answer if this is 

the purpose of science or we 

can construe that elements of association of the scholars of 

consciousness are missing in 

our claims of scientihc under 

standing. Perhaps, this is whatbased academy consisting of 

Mahatma called 'science with 

out humanity 
The Earth is not for 

ecialised in. in, or you have 

This is like 'searching for the 

key where the light is. 
The change in the world is 

so unprecedented that nobody 
can predict what 2050 is going 
to look like; nor can we accu 

rately predict what academic 
education and research will 

be like in 2047 when India 

dominating the planet-cre 
ating sufterings not just for 

themselves but for all creatures 

humanities and social sciences. 
In reality, it is purely a science 

and a new 

approach 
that redefines 

yan. In the same way, steps 
have been taken to strengthen 

the social science faculties not living on the planet. 
Today's problems are more 

complex, as the relationshipP 
between humans and nature 

scholars, practitioners, and 
activists from different disci- only in universities, but also 

in the premier institutions like 
IITs, to foster the social 

consciousness of students 

pursuing their studies in tech-

nology. UBA is going to be a 

gamechanger in creaing new 

social consciousness among 
academics to work with soci-

conventional plines pursuing research on al 

humans alone. It is meant for problems relating to human-

all creatures. In this context, 
boundaries has been disturbed because of 

nature relationships. 
It is headed by nation 

aly recognized top-ranking 
sCientists, economists, soci1 

ologists, and social workers. 

Annually, it selects a focal 
theme for deliberations. No 

excessive human interference 
the whole of humanity has to 

be oriented and conscientized 
towards changing its attiude, 
behaviour and activities for 

in nature for economic growth. 

It is only the greed of the peo0 

ple and the penchant for sen 

sory pleasures that have led to 

exploitation of nature through 
the market. To unleash the 

potential of humans, the mar-

ket has been liberated from the 

will celebrate 100h year of its 

independence. The very idea 

of nationalism is under review 

because many of the prob-

lems such as environmental 

catastrophe, global warming 

and climate change cannot be 

addressed within the bound-

achieving harmony between 

man and nature. Now, peo-

ple have started listening to 

the cry of nature, as they tace 

a plethora of problems for their 

existence. Lack of safe water to 

drink, air pollution, and tox-

ns in our food have put us 

ety by pursuing soCially rele 
vant research. academic discipline is left out 

of its ambit. It holds an annual 

ary of any single discipline. 
With the emergence of big 

data analytics and evidence-

based policymaking, educa-

state, allowing it to establish its 

sOvereignty over sOciety and 

the state. 

convention for five days in any 

of the recognized higher learn 

ing insuutions in India. 

In the five days of delib-

The writer is a former Profes-
sor and Rajiv Gandhi Chair 

for Panchayati Raj Studies 
Gandhigram Rural bistitute 
Viespressed are personal 

The knowledge system 
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How Not To Teach 
Too many schools are still tolerating 
Corporal punishment. This must end 

n conversations about the challenges of ensuring discipline 
in schools it is commonly heard that, 'You cannot even say 

anything to students these days. The logic of this plaint is that 
corporal punishment (CP) has ended and this has left teachers 
powerless to do their jobs properly. We need look no further than at 
two painful news reports over the past week to see that reality 
continues to be quite different. A Delhi teacher attacked a Class 5 
child with scissors and threw her out of the first-floor classroom 
window. A Karnataka teacher attacked a Class 4 child with a shovel 
and also shoved him from the first floor; the child died afterwards. 

The way in which the two teachers' preceding aggressions were 
tolerated underlines how CP continues to 
enjoy significant social sanction. This is not 
to deny the clear legal injunctions against 
use of force, including through RTE 2009 
and the Juvenile Justice Act 2015. Only, the 
law by itself cannot eliminate the cultural 
rationalisation of CP as 'caring'. That needs 

more concerted work by civil society and 
school administrations. 

As noted in the guidelines against CP in 
schools by the National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights, schools need clear protocols to help 

teachers deal with various possible student behaviours through 

positive disciplining, even parental engagement. Because the 

evidence is clear that CP cannot help students educationally or psy. 

chologically, only damage them. Additionally, what the Delhi and 

Karnataka incidents suggest is that schools need systems for moni-

toring teachers' mental health too. Punishing them after an unhinged 

attack on hapless students is small consolation if they should 

perhapsnot have been permitted near the students in the first plaçe. 
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Cocking a snook 
day after UN Secretary-General Antonio Guter-
res called for the need to ensure human rights in 

Afghanistan, the right of women to work, and 
the right of girls to education, the ruling Taliban has ordered an indefinite ban on university education for Afghan girls. If Mr Guterres was explicit in articulating his demands at a Press conference on Monday, "we 
believe the Taliban must deliver from the point of view of the interests of the international community and from the point of view of the interests of Afghanistan itself", the letter ordering the denial of girls an educa-
tion issued on Tuesday by the Taliban was even more 
so. "The Ministry of Higher Education has ordered the 
suspension of higher education for female students in 
Afghanistan until the next announcement," an Afghan news agency tweeted. Only the naïve would not have 
expected something along these lines from the funda-
mentalist Islamist group which, ever since it took po-
wer in August 2021, has imposed policies severely re-
stricting basic rights, particularly those of women and 
girls. The Taliban has already dismissed all women 
from leadership posts in the civil service and prohib-ited girls in most provinces from attending secondary school, while decrees that prohibit women from trav-
eling unless accompanied by a male relative and 
require women's faces be covered in public are in 
force. That the latest misogymist diktat from the so-cal-
led Ministry of Higher Education comes barely three 
months after thousands of girls sat university entrance 
examinations rubs salt in the gaping wounds of Afgha-
nistan's female populace. 

So, what gives the Taliban the confidence to cock a 
snook at the international community? For one, it 
knows that after the inglorious pull-out of US-led 
Western forçes from Afghanistan, there is not much 
the world can or will do in terms of punitive military action, which is all they really understand. Secondly, the war in Ukraine has consumed all conflict resolu-
tion efforts in Western capitals. Thirdly, the pivot of US 
strategic attention from West/South Asia to the Indo-
Pacific means the 'Taliban can do as it pleases despite 
condemnations of the international community. Last-
ly, Islamabad, which has nurtured some of the most 
powerful factions.of the Taliban and can exert influ-
ence in that country, is interested in Afghanistan 
almost exclusively for the strategic depth it can pro-vide and will let all other issues slide. 

It is a terrible reality but not acknowledging it will 
only. give false hope to millions of Afghan girls and 
women-there is no help coming from outside. The 
only.way out for them, unless they can get out of the 
country someho, is if the cracks within the Taliban 
between hard-line followers of Supremne Leader Hibat 
ullah Akhundzada who favour denying girls an edu-
cation, and the, albeit conservative, Taliban ofticials in 
Kabul who have had more exposure to the world and 
are in favour of some measure of freedom, widen. 
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A 

Unshackling varsities 
University campuses have been highly politicized. All the constituent elements of the 
university.system-teachers, employees and students are associated with various political 

he parties through their organisationsgenerally not on the basis of ideological 

acommitments but on the basis of personal convenience, especially from the standpoint 

ieof their self-aggrandizement. Such politically active teachers and employees are seldom 

ts able to attend their respective workplaces, let alone perform their duties relating to 

ia teaching, research and extenslon effectively 

RAMADEVI WOMEN'S UNLR ce 

JADAVPUR Is 

p 
d 

STOP 

R6JNvGrrs 
AIDS 

t 

P 
Ministertavuad torming merely two functions and communication technology ers of the day. Sometimes, it is 

nations. requires sound financial bases as vulnerable to government Dlack 
teaching. also competent manpower. Un- mail because it nas to receive 

education as an area research and extension have fortunately, in most universities financial supPport rom the gov-

st ot he 

n 1985, relered to-Theo na examinations. requ 

zenerally relegated to the either required financial resour emment. 
we are Treminded of an old 

puts a big question mark and statt who, in many cases, proposal to make universities 
existence as institu- have been selected on the basis accountable to legislatorS regard-

gner earng, parucu or Consiaeralons oher than ing utilization of public funds 

Though their accounts today 

ization of education, there are are l0Oked into by government 

New Education background. This sordid state of ces are lacking or the eachers 
Policy (NEP) which was finalized affa 

n August 1986. 

rime Mnste o fmhe standpoint of their merit, are inconmpee 

1 their 
fhighe 

essential to create the New ind dy rom the standpoint of th 

r the i5t eu e no longer rem- distinctly visible two types of auditors, ney dre o pia 

these are not voices in the wilder 
ness, th0ugn there is always a ain autonomous institutions eit- insidious opportunities tor edu- berore the legislatures except in 

SurTounding cacophony that en- her academically or financially or cation at all levels - the first pro- one or two cases. From time to 

aeavors to arown the voices. administratively as they once vided by renowned private orga- time this arrangement has been 

They come irom experts WOA 
seemingly believe it 1s necessarY enments nave d 

to go on reiterating a ew inals e Poe 
putable propositions as parts or Irame evenn 

education policy. 
Well. truism may not be dis- ideological commi 

puted. What may be aisputaDie ordinc 

placed at their disposa. 

essentalTO Creaeui olonment. 
In the present era of global 

Unversts 

nizations that criticized by the Public Accounts 

charge exorbitant Committee or Parlament. 
Tees ana provide But as the Eaucation Com 
quality education mission has rightly held, a debate 
by hiring Compe in a legslature on the financial 

tent teachers and affairs of a university will only 

employees and make it an issue in party politics 
making use of lat-which 1S far from desirable. 

ést 1CT: and the All this is not to suggest that 

second otered di- there should be not a check on 

rectly by the gov how universities manage their 
ernment as part of inancial affairs but to empnasize 

fulfillment of its that any such control is best exer-

obligation to pro- cised by the UGC, which may 
vide education to devise a suitable system of inter-
all who get en- nal audit. 
rolled. Since in 
pursuance of its debate on who should be a 
policy of liberal Chancellor or Visitor. Are Gover 

onof thelr relevance for finaliz-annual grants-in-aid 
-ing what needs to be done. It is which might be a 

tume to decide wnetner a large smal poraon or the 

number of richly endowed world expenditure are ta-

sClass universities will serve our Ken by respective 

needs in the higher education state governments. 

Sector better than the smal num- AS a populist mea-

ber of meagerly endowed univer- sure, the state gov-

sities that we have nOW 

Higher education today is fix the fees to be re-

contronted with a number of alised from students 
challenges in regard to its man pursuing regular as wel as seir- 12adon and pivanzaton the state nors/ President of India capable 

agement in an efective manner financed courses. Moreover, ag: is gradualy vithdrawig itself ofproviding academic leadlership 
owing t0 a number of factors ain in order to gain popularit% Irom eaucation to its citizens, to the university community? 

including growing interterence governments sometimes sanc and also since a major part of the 

of government leading to a sharP tion class il and class Iv postS in budget is spent on payments of the role of the UGC or the Associ-

erosion in autonomy, snowball. bulk and even teaching positions salary to staff and other infra ation of fhdian Uhiversities n 
ing financial resource crunch chi- without any obligation to meet structural expenses, a nominal issues like autonomy, crediblty 
efly caused by spiraling prices or the nnancial burden. 
goods and services, and fixation University campuses have tion. Corruption in the entire into functioning of the adminis-
of grants by some state govern been highly politicized. All the machinery has further worsened tration, academic freedom, and 
ments at previous levels, hike in constifuent elements of the uni- the situation. 

different fees by the universities versity system teachers, emplo-
making it difficult for the poor to yees and students are associated aided universities are subjected thought to dealing with allega 

pursue it, privatization and even with various political parties thr to varied kinds of unwarranted tions regarding iregularities in 
internationalization of educauon olugn their organisations gen- resrlcuons which compel them our universities? 

at a cost beyond the reach of co- erally not on the basis of ideolog to toe the line of government pol Many of our academics of 
mmoners, and sharp deteriora ical commitments but on the ba- 1cy 1he result is that they are not ten Willingly play into the hands 

GHOS 
The writer, a former Assock 

OF English Curudas Col 
Kolkata, Is presenty with 

ernments sometimes It is time for a national 
Rabindra Bharati University 

The vital question is about 

part is actually spent on educa- of head of the institution, inquiry 

intellectual dissent. Has our in-

MoreoOver, the government- telligentsia given any seriOus 

sis of personal convenience, esp- able to maintain the desired of vested interests when they 

become vice-chancellors. Irregu-
University autonomy may be larities in faculty selection, viola 

tion in work culture. 

Universities are so badly ma- ecially from the standpoint of standards of education. 

naged that quite often there are their self-aggrandizement. Such 
agitations on the part of students, politically active teachers and restored by making necessary tions of university acts, statutes 
teachers and employees leading employees are seldom able to changes in the University Act and and ordinances, and manipula-
to widespread indiscipline and attend their respective workplaStatutes in order that unversies tons in regard to the functioning 
chaos. Work culture among all ces, let alone perform their duties as institutions of highest level of of academic and executive com-
sections related to management relating to teaching. research and teaching, research and extension mittees vitiate the academic 

extension effectively 
Most students are not inter-

may be able to operate indepen atmosphere. 

dently. 
They should have full free- jobs in universities are largely 

1s Seen ata low ebb. 

Classes are not properly ta-

ken, and extension programmes estea in acquiring knowledge; 

are not properly taken care of in they continue their studentship dom to frame their academic allocated on the basis of social 
our educationaí institutions. Use for students' union elections or programmers, conduct research background, political ideology, or 
of unfair means cannot be ruled to OCcupy seats in hostels or and chalk out extension activities personal biaas. 
out; question papers are leakea, 8an a cerncate as a passport in accordance with their mission 

evaluadon is ever questonea, td- to a joD. 

voritism is distinctly visible. The atmosphere is politically Delng Douna by legal provisions hand in preparing their budget tury. S Radhakrich 

surcharged mainly because of the ana PrecedentS ana being sub. and identifying and mobilizing pointed the VC of Andhra Iniver. 

patronage enjoyed by the leaders Jectea to pressue o variea unds esources without contravenion sity in the 1930s and Ha 
of various political parties on the are iorced to auopt an apaneuc OTne general laws or the land. hta took over as VC of Maharaja 

campuses. Even cases of forged attitude and as a consequence, 

degrees made available through either reraun O Lakig any untne unverSIty bodies should be the 1940s, no one asked where 

employment of corrupt practices auve and doug prene n academc matterS. their affiljation lay. Only their 

come to lignt. 

nsuch a scenario, the univ- system. 

ersities today are found to be per-

The real problem is that top 

When Sir Ashutosh Mukher-

t s and being sub. n preparing their budo 
niversity in the 

Calcutta 

Me-

auonal development. 

University administrations 

Educationists wil agree that ayajirao University in Baroda in 

or do only enough to sustain the Ihe university 1s not the tool of Scholarly accomplishments and 
the government, stil less it is the institutional visions were taken 

Use of the latest information instrument of the political pow into consideration. 

editor@thestatesman.com LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Educate to 
ww 

awaken the soul JS RAJPUT 

OW-
ght-
that All wars before they begin, start in the minds of the people. The negativity 

at sows the seeds of discord can only be eliminated by the right education 
Sian 
and 
er." 

emocracices promise 
equality, equity, ana 

human dignity to 
all. The promise to 
move towards a 

ne, 
he 
un-world of peace and tranquility 1s 

compulsory clause in most of of 
ne Constitutions and other allied 

documentations. Human nature, 
e. nowever, invariably tilts towards 

0al creating hierarchical order in 

every human endeavor and actrv M 
ty. After WWII, it was the com 

IS mon global aspiration to banish 
ch the horrors of war and violence 
M from the face of the planet earth. 

It was considered necessary to 
launc 
varione matic initiatives at 

various levels that would save the -

planet earth and humanity from 
further destruction and devasta-
tion of human lives and precious 

S 
ife-sustaining resources. 

, How to move ahead was so 

thoughtfully subsumed in the tor responsible for it. 

Preamble of UNESCO'% 

Constitution: Since wars begin in UNESC0's doctrine built on 

the minds of men, it is in the the need of constructing the 

minds of men that the defenses defense of peace by impact 
of peace must be constructed. The ing the human mind has; over 

Universal Declaration of Human the last seven decades; 
Rights Charter -UNDHR -of the achieved universal endorse-

UN which stands endorséd by all ment. Alert and dynamic 

member countries, asserts in its systems of learning are now 
Article 26: "Education shall be transforming their curricula 

directed to the full development and pedagogy to prominent 

ofthe human personality and the ly focus on nurturing the 

strengthening of respect for values of truth, peace, 

human rights and fundamental nonviolence, right conduct, 

freedoms. The primacy accord- love, and brotherhood. The 

ed to education, science, and cul- effort is to erase the negativ-

ture in achieving an attitudinal ity that clouds his mind, 

transformation became evident in resulting in a lack of in-

tions. Interests of the child perfect to infer that the inter. 

deserve full respect but at the nalization of basic essential 

same time, no laxity need be human values has not grown in 

permitted in his growing up as the right proportion to the 

a social and cultural person, as growth and coverage of educa-

a human being who connects tion. It now stands confirmed 

himselfwith others; extending that education that neglects 
from near and dear ones to the social and emotional growth 

adage of the universal unity of considerations would remain 
all human beings. 

Even isolated-looking transform humanity into a 

cases of aberrations in teacher force capable of creating a 

conduct just could not be world of human cooperation, 

The relevance of 

largely bereft of its potential to 

PARENTS NEED gnored. Recently, a report collaboration, and peace, with-
out which the vision of vanish-

appeared in the media indi-

TO REMAIN EVER cating that Delhi Municipal ing wars and violence forever 
Corporation teachers do not would never be achieved. 

The way-out was delineat-CONSCIOUS THAT eceive their salary regularly 
IF THE NEAR AND the delay often being a couple ed by the great Indian thinker 

of months! Another shocking historian, and political philoso-

Sthe very nomenclature of depth comprehension of the 
UNESCO. DEAR ONES ARE incident was reported just pher Dharampal in the context 

the next day; a primary school of a discussion on the third 

SHORT ON child was attacked by the five-year plan: in Parliament: 
Nlady teacher and thrown out.Soul has to awaken before 

ÇOMPASSION ofthe first-floor room. To me, we proceed for dams and steel 

social and emotional conse-
The emphasis on all three quences of ignoring the 

areas included education, sci- necessity of human connec 

ence, and culturehas. now tion with other human bei 

assumed contemporary dimen- and nature. Children have to 

sions; the focus in education is on be made familiar with the 

good quality and skill acquisition, basics of social, cultural, 

and science extends its horizons moral, ethical, and humanis 

from coding in the initial stages tic values. 

to information and communica 

tion technology and artificial ever conscious that if the near 

intelligence; ICT, and AI! The cul- and dear ones are short on 

tural context now deserves far compassion and empathy in 
more intense attention as achiev- their general behavior, it would 

ing cultural cohesion and harmo- not make a positive impact on 

ny is now getting more and more the growing up of a child in the 

complex by the day, consequent household. All three -parents, 

upon demographic changes that school, and the child need to 

have taken place at a much high- develop a'sensitive bond that 

er pace due to various reásons, 
violence being a prominent fac- ideas, emotions, and aspira-

AND EMPATHY IN the link between the twa plants to the flowering of the 
must be examined very care- human being, of Indian we 

THEIR GENERAL fully. If the teachers are being deemed to be ignorant, of the 

BEHAVIOR IT put under avoidable stress by people of India whom we 

the system, they would.never describe as 'teeming millions 

WOULD NOT be at peace with themselves. Now we need soul-awakening 
And if the teacher is not at education. When properly and 

MAKE A POSITVE peace with himself, it would adequately comprehended and 
be futile to expect him to sow contextualized, it would pave 

IMPACT ON THE the seeds of human values and the way for the survival of 

Parents need to remain 

GROWING UP OF a keen desire to contribute to humanity and the planet earth. 
(Professor Rajput works 

in education, social 

cohesion, and religious 
amity. The views expressed 

are personal) 

efforts intended to create a 

A CHILD IN THE world of peace! 
HOUSEHOLD 

On a broader horizon, the 

global literacy rate has crossed 

the 84% mark, but it would be permits the free exchange of 

peT TI3 FDITOR SOUNDRITEY 
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and PaaS into their businCss Inala can a8sistOn Detg o 

Why parents are adoptingg Homeschooling 

orer bradilional learing methods 

NIRVAAN BIRLAA 

Te are Hving in an era 
where W everything 
around us is tech-
focused and evolving at 

rapid speed. Moderm education has 
also increased tremendously, devel-
oping as a hybrid of both conven 
tional and new-age education. In 

thjs scenario, homeschooling lean-
ing techniques are increasingly 

gaining popularity in contemporary 
education. Homeschooling is an 
alternate educational system in 
which the child completes their 
education and learning at home 
rather than in a typical classroom 
setting. While certain countries have 

always been supportive of home 
schooling, the notion still has a long 
way to go in India. Furthermore, our 
curriculum is designed for tradition-
al learning methods. However, 
wHen it comes to homeschooling, 
myriads of factors are assisting par-
ents in ádopting homeschooling 
over the conventional model. 

In fact, beyond everything. 
homeschooling allows parents to 

prioritise their child's mental, emo-

tional, behavioural, and physical 
well-being, which is currently in 

high demand. Here are some rea-

Sons why parents should choose 
homeschooling over traditional 

schooling in the present era. 
Personalised Currlculum: Per-

sonalised curriculum is one of the 

Safer Environment to Learn 
and Grow: Another factor that is get-

educational curriculum. Students ting the attention of parents towards 

now have a range of learning homeschooling is it protects a kid 
from external threats, like physical 
violence, assault, behavioural 

change, and psychological abuse, 
among others. With the increasing 
number of such issues in conven-

attention, that's why parents are tional schools, it is critical for par-
ents to make their child a better 
human being while still providing a 
decent education. Thus, to safe 
guard their children from the out 
side world, Indian parents are 
choosing homeschooling over oth-

ity to be self-aware. The modern 
concept is not established on any 

options that allow them to study in 

their area of interest, at their own 

speed, and at any time. Thus, mod-
ern education is providing students 
with extra knowledge and special 

most significant factors of home-
schooling over traditional learning 

techniques 
Consequently, parents can tai-

lor the curriculum according to their 
child's interests, needs, speed, and 

personality and help them strive 
toward better growth. Parents can 

also choose what their child learns 

and when he or she should study. In 

a nutshell, a personalised schedule 

Ptovides numerous possibilities to 

tow and learn. 

Modern Education: As the con-

ventional education system 
becomes increasingly' restrictive, 

modern education, such as home-

schooling, providing the room and 

Scope for children to grow and culti-

váte their potential. Homeschooling 

is more than simply an educational 

trend. Parents can make the deci-

sion for their child to go on a path of 

niew-age learning based on the abil-

adopting homeschooling over the 
traditional method. 

Cost-Effective and Time-Sav-
ing There is no denying the fact that 
homeschooling is a cost-effective 
and time-saving method of teach-

ing children. Traditional schooling 
has high yearly or term fees, as well 
as supplementary charges for uni-
forms, books, and stationery. Fur-

thermore, many conventional 
schools charge additional fees to 
engage in èxtracurricular activities 
or special events. However, home-
schooling requires no additional 
fees, thus making education cost 
effective. As a result, parents in 
today's scenario no longer need to 
be financialy constrained in order 
to provide their children with the 
finest education. 

ers. 

In recent times, the concept of 
homeschooling is getting popularity, 
notably in India. Modern-day edu-
cation methods provide exceptional 
learning and prepares children to 
stay ahead of the curve in this com-
petitive society. In a nutshell, 
according to the advantages home 
schooling offers, parents are adopt-
ing homeschooling over traditional 
learning methods. 

The author Is founder, Blrla Bralniacs) 
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mpus& Career 
Rise in adoption ofcloud 
computing by enterprises in mdia 

NEW DELHI, TUES 

combined, result in lower costs and 

a higher return on investment 

Streamlined operations: Organisa-

tions using DBaaS benefit from 

automated provisioning, which frees 

time to focus on strategic business 
initiatives such as application devel-

opment and operations. Having 
accessibility from any device, any 

where, with various platforms and 
enjoying multi-tenant software and 

hardware usage makes this an 

attractive solution. The DBaaS 

provider will also track, manage and 

report resource usage, ensuring 

transparency and optimal eficien-

cy for the organisation. Additionally, 
businesses are only charged for the 

resources used. 

J0ZEF DE VRIES 11 0 11 0011 06 
he Indian govermment aims 

to become a digitally 
empowered nation and 
knowledge economy. In 

support of this, several initiatives 
have been implemented to scale the 
digital infrastructure. In tandem, 

enterprises have been undergoing a 

digital transformation journey to 
cater to changing customer needs. 

According to a report by NASSCOM, 

India is projected to become a $1 

Trillion digital economy by 2026, 
and cloud computing will be an 

imperative tool in its digital trans-

formation journey. According to the 

report, cloud computing has the 

potential to account for 8 per cent 

of India's GDP while experiencing 

quadruple growth until 2026. As a 

result, 53 per cent of all enterprises 
have increased cloud adoption, and 
84% of large enterprises have adopt 
ed Software as a Service (SaaS) for 

their operations. 

11 0 11 0011 0011 11 0 11 0011 

11 0 11 0011 001 11 0 11 0011 

Cloud and beyond 
To achieve economic growTD 

targets, India needs to fast-rack its 

cloud maturity and cloud-enabled 

technologies journey. Compared to 

developed countries such as the 
United States or Singapore, cloud 

computing in India is still in its 

nascent stage. While India' s technoi 

ogy adoption and digital ransfor-

mation are improving, doud com-

puring still has a ways to go. Howev 

er, BlueWeave Consulting predicts 
that by 2027, the Indian cloud com-

puting market will expand at a 

growth rate of 28.1% annually. 
Given India's favourable business 

11 ogo0 

cations for the cloud's security, 

enabling enterprises to focus on 

other value-added tasks. 

and scalable delivery of services by 
enabling digital inclusion for every-
one. Additionally, cloud computing 
backed by policy can make digital 
infrastructure accessible to every 

one, thereby reducing economic 

inequality. Let's consider some 

additional benefits of cloud com-

puting for Indian organisations. 

Factors that led to cloud adoption 
Data is the new commodity for 

businesses. Previously, physical on-

premises data centres were a major 

Tequirement for enterprises, but this 

has since shifted due to resource 
Testraints. Various factors, including 
scalability problems, excessive 
power consumption, connectivity 
and latency, fuel the need for cloud 
infrastructure. 

processes to address their dynamic 
and complex business needs. With 

this growth, the Indian public cloud 

market is expected to generate 

US$4.53 Billion in revenue in 2022, 

growing at a 22.59 per cent Com-

pound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) 
from 2022 to 2027, as reported by 
Statista. In addition to private and 

public cloud solutions, hybrid and 

multi-cloud models are also readily 
adopted as part of an organisation's 

Tuture growth strategy. With the inte-

gration of other technologies, suchn 

as artificial intelligence, machine 
learning and big data, cloud com-
puting has become an integral part 

of the enterprise business. 

Scalability, flexibility, and reliabili 

ty: Cloud-based storage can be used 
as a file-sharing platform for collab-
oration in a remote manner and 

C 

With the trove of data pouring 
in, maintaining servers, hardware, 
and operating systems became 
more of a burden on organisations. 

And maintaining their database 
came at a high cost, with challeng-

ing and intricate tasks required for 
regular upkeep. A a result, busi-
nesses began to adopt a database-

as-a-service (DBaas) strategy, with 

açcess to services for managing the 

entire database environment, 

including networking, physical and 

virtual hardware, operating systems 
and replication configuration. 

Organisations are also incorpo 

Tating services such as SaaS, laaS, 
and PaaS into their business 

Data safety and security: In cloud 
environments, managing data 

throughout its lifecycle per business, 
privacy, and security regulatory 
requirements is a top priority. 

Securing data at rest is largely a 

solved problem, with various 
options that provide coverage at the 

disk or within databases at the 

transaction level. Additionally, 
open-source databases such as 

Postgres (also known as PostgresQL) 

have strong community support, 
with quarterly security and bug fixes 
and hundreds of community mem-
bers publicly vetting the code to 

help mitigate potential security 
risks. Cloud providers usually have hot, warm, and cold storage options. 
the highest level of security certifi-

store backups of business data or 
documents with the ability to scale. 

Businesses benefit from paying for 
only the capacity used rather than 
overprovisioning for future needs. 

Furthermore, data is typically repli-
cated across multiple data cenres. 
improving availability even in the 

event of a crisis. 
Low operational cost: Cloud 

computing services can be con-

sumed in a pay-as-you-go (PAYG) 
model, s0 businesses only pay for 

the storage and tools they use, 

reducing unnecessary capital 
expenditure. Organisations can 

select from various cloud storage 
tiers based on their use cases, such 

as frequency of usage, file type, and 

environment, adopting cdoud com-

puang can provide a compeitive 

advantage as well as signiñcant eco 

nomic and social value. 
Enterprises are recalibrating 

their business strategies by follow-
ing a digital first" approach. while 
cloud providers are tailoring sou-
tions to the organisaion's complex-
ities by placing data centres in India 
and offering off-premises services. 
Indian enterprises are on the path 
to hyper-accelerated growth. with 
tremendous support from both the 
government and cloud service 

providers, as well as top-tier tech 
talent. 

p 

What cloud computing is deliver 
ing to Indian enterprises 

The cloud is providing Indian 

enterprises the ability to scale up or 

down physical servers and data cen-

tre infrastructure, develop and run 

applications, and license and deliver 
business applications. With its myr-
iad of benefits, cloud computing in 

India can assist in offering standard 

The author Is sVP. Product Deelopment 
at EnterpriseDs 

These numerous options, when 
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O dayidiI.G0/udiy pronngti 

Teachers should play 
role of friend, parent DR BIJU DHARMAPALAN 

A teacher's job is to equip the students to overcome the travails they face 

in their later life 

here was à time when a teacher 
was looked upon as a role 

model by students. Apart from 
imbibing knowledge, students 
also copied their teacher's atti-

hide and character in their private life. A 
teacher is considered at par with God,; 

whatever they deliver is considered divine 
by the students and the parents. They were 

the sole provider of knowledge for stu-
dents. Before the implementation of the 
Right to Education (RTE) Act 2009, cor 
poral punishment by teachers was never 
considered a punishable act. 

There are instances where parents sup 
ported the action of the teachers, for theY 
knew that teachers punish students only 
for their betterment. Situations haye 
changed recently, and parents consider 
even compelling a student to learn as a 

grave rime! If a student commits suicide, 
authorities make the teacher a culprit, and 
the media also goes against the teachers. / 
A true teacher should act as a guiding light 
in the life of students, correcting them 
when they make mistakes and acting as 
a philosopher to provide tips to manage 

Many of today's teachers try to tions like any other person. The In this digital communication 
be friends ith students to be in authorities should check whether world, a teacher must be more cau-
their good books and be among the teacher is doing their profes tious in their attitude and behav-

iour on social media, as their stu-

Even though a good teacher dents are constantly monitoring with them on sociå media are new should be a friend to a student, them. In this era, it is the duty of 

the travail_ in life. 
But in today's digital era, the public ; 

perception of teachers has changed a lot. 
They are no longer considered a provider 

of knowledge. For today's generation, 
Google and You'lube are the knowledge 
sources. Even a kindergarten child knows 
how to use these on a laptopP and smar 
phone. Today's children learn to attain 
every skill through the internet. They learn 
foreign languages, learn music and other; 
skills easily using apps available on the 

them. Partying with students, sion judiciously." 
dancing wjth them and being 

means of impressing students. they should know where to draw teachers to teach students how to 
There are hardly very.few students the line. They should know how to behave on social media and how 

IN THIS ERA OFi who expect their teachers to be a keep a distance from students. Too to tackle crimes associated iwith it. 
much closeness to students may be They should teach students how to 

use the internet judiciously 
With the emergence of AI 

an attention seeker through social forth a dress code for teachers, technologie_, all creative things like TEACHER IS; media. Seeking attention is the driven mainly by the prevailing writing, drawing, compositions, 
basic human instinct. Toddler traditions in that society. The etc., where human brains need to CONSIDERED seeks attention from their parents; dress code also gives dignity to the be used, can be done 'using the 

GOOGLE KnOwledge repository. 

UNIVERSITY', A students or teachers, has become 
Everyone in our society, be it misused by some. 

Many institutions have put 

internet. 

Suppose the purpose of a university 
is to facilitate the advancement of knowl-
edge and the development of high cogni-
tive skills in the community. In that case, 
Google can aptly be called a Google 

University. 
In this era of "Google University, a 

teacher is considered secondary, mostly 
to act as an intermediate between humans 
and machines. For teachers to survive in 

this new world is challenging, especially 
for school and college teachers: 

Teachers iH the earlier generations 
ranked based on their knowledge in 
their domain and their attitude. Today if 
a teacher has to earn respect in the knowl-

SECONDARY a tudent seeks attention from their profession and helps demarcate internet within minutes. In this sit-
teachers; a teenager from friends teachers from students. Otherwise, uation, evaluating a student and 

MOSTLY TO ACTi of the opposite sex, a profession- it would be tough to identify developing content for teaching is 
AS AN everySpnere ayoung teacher from a an arduous task for the teachers. Ad AIN of life and every stratum of soci- student. Imagine how our army A teachers job is not only to INTERMEDIATE ety people have become attention men/ women would look without complete the syllabus or pass 

examinations but to equip the seekers. proper uniforms. 
BETWEEN The quantum of posts available The unwriten rules and codes students to overcome the travails 

on various social media platforms of ethics formulated by society they face in their later life. A good HUMANS AIND 1ike Instagram, Facebook, or are based on the experience our teacher should play the role of a 
MACHINES FOR! Pixstory is ample proof of this. A ancestors gained through their good student, friend and parent. 

teacher being a part of this new experience. The teachers are deal- Only if they consider themselves 
TEACHERS TO; digital society is no exception. ing with students, who are most a student will they be curious to 

Teachers dancing with students, ly in the age group of adolescents learn more from their domain. SURVIVE IN THIS partying with students, or even or teenagers. Their brain is tluid Similarly, they should be a good dee domain, they ned to overpower the NEW WORLD IS dating students and posting their and is driven by the temptationa friend to students, listening to their 
photos and videos on soci�l media caused by.bedy chemicals. Many concerns. They should also play 

Google University. This is a difficult task 
for many. The attitude of a teacher in the 

present generation iS hard to e ESPECIALLY FOR appeasement politics with their trol. It's the duty of every teacher make mistakes. 
Indian society gives high respect to teach-
ers and the teaching profession. Our tra-
dition considers teachers at par with God, 
and hence they expect some qualties from 
a teacher that a student can emulate. 

Truthfully speaking, most teachers are 
Just moving with the trends of the 
society and never try to keep their 
individuality at the forefront. They try to (The author is a science. / ing alcohol togethet or taking a and good for the society, and and teachers should show divini-
satisfy the needs of the present generation 
of students. 

CHALLENGING, : has become a new norm in this times the outward behaviour a stu- the role of parents showing empa-
ESPECIALLY FOReordanyeachers play dent expresses is beyond their con- thy and correcting them when they 

SCHOOL AND! stiudents for their survival. not to instigate their physiological The problem we face in our 
Of course, like any ether per- status to extremes. In a recent affi- education system is that we lack COLLEGE son, a teacher has a professional as davit filed by the Kerala University teachers who are passionate about 

TEAOUcpei well as private life. There is no need of Health Sciences at the Kerala the proféssion. Many have taken 
EAURERD to intrude into their private life. High Court, it was stated that up the job either by accident or by 

That doesn't make sense to have "absolute freedom on attaining the peer pressure. the teacher and student consum- age of 18 may not be appropriate Teaching isa divine profession, 
communicator and 

academic) 
smoke together. There are excellent maturation is fully accomplished ty by inculcating the spirit gained 

teachers who have their tempta- at the age of 25. from our rich heritage. 

POINTCOUNTERPOINT 
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Let Youth Succeed 
18 

As an emerging economy that aspires to be a leader in the coming years, India needs 
to give more peace to her youth so that they can reach their full capabilities. Young 
citizens are the flag-bearers of a nation, and the existing system of education and employment 
grabs everyone by the throat 
throat competition and stress 

s one 

nd pushes them into a never-ending labyrinth of cut Con-

Chi-
s 

that 

Ting 

erns 
acles 

raine 
ntial 

ue 
Eu 

ames 
cent 

g li-
vere 

able 

of 

Port 

ned 

any 
that 

tner 
King 
pst 's 
obal 
ten- NR Rao, former head of every hour each day. The recent under ISRO. the Scientific Advisory student suicides in Kota, a prime 

Jguncil TO thePrime hub of coaching classes, are a tion Index, released by Transpa- of the social consciousness of 
NMInister o India had grim reminder of the same. 

tion leads to a huge waste of 
On the Corruption Percep labour, and to that the crippling ng 

nili-

ges 
ing famously remarked in 2011 that, rency Internationa, India again individuals. 

The question here is not just has a shameful rank.of 85 out of As an emerging economy 
ndia has no system of educa. about letting the youth breathe, 180 countries, which also singles that aspires to be a leader in the am-

lia's 

low 
TOnt examinaion." 

has a system of but also to ponder upon what we her out as one of the 'worst offe upcoming years, India needs to 
are running towards? Where do nders' in the Asia-Pacific Region. give more peace to her youth so 

In a developing country like we stop and what are we achiev This rank hasn't improved much that they can reach their full 

ours, education is not just a ing out of itt The statistics put up over the past many years, and it capabilities. Young citizens are 
5ing 
S in 

say 
phase o te. it is the key to a indeed a sad pieture for India. indeed questions the honesty of the fîlag-bearers of a nation, and 
gOen uture, the hard-earned ndia leads the group of nations the bureaucracy. the public-sec the existing system of education 

ofadder that a poor person wants that suffers the worst from every tor and ultimately reflects the and employment grabs everyone. 
e or his/her children to climb, to get day stress. 
oSl- up the social order. The privi-

corrupion amongst the citizensby the throat and pushes them 

to a never-ending labyrinth of According to the recently in totality. 

IsIm leged amongst us get to go to a released World Happiness Report.. This is no indulgence in piti- cut-throat competition and stre-

ary school, learn, and envision a by United Nations Sustainable ful self-loathing and condemna ss. After more than 75 years of 

ers world created by geniuses like Development Solutions Network, tion, but it is important to intro- Independence, the least a coun-

f a Tagore, Einstein or Newton, ndia ranks 136 out Spect how other try can ensure is to provide a stu-
countries are ap- dent the opportunity to pursue only to realize by the end of it of 146 countries 

en-
that we can never exist in such which surprisingly 
utopia or with the sense of liberty makes her stand far 

ind that they could probabY s ike Nepal and Bang 

and succef everne or she desires. 

without subject pollcy needs to go Dtyond 
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dex determines prioritize policy-making towards 
the state of the ec job creation in existing and em-
onomy and its go- erging tields, increasing the seats 
vernance, it may of existing colleges and establish-| 
not be wrong to ment ot more colleges and un 

say that an unha versities in both professional and 
PPY, corrupt and general-degree courses. The cap-

behind neighbours 
lsoence. The existing system slaps ke Nepaland bang 
8 Sus in the face through the doors ladesh. 1his may not 

ageo1 numerous entrance exams. 
ront.paes ers dis aminations. bt it 

SA."play toppers'phórographs of var cannot be denied 
ious competitive exams, making that in a struggling 

every kid unlike them feel worth- country like ours, 
less. The seats for most exams education is a major 

and courses are smal compared pathway to enter the 
to the huge population of this workforce. The adult 
nation, and the batle for each population consists 
seat is fought with blood, sweat, of people who have 
heavy words like 'dedication', either fomal or in-
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hard work, "killer instinct' and formal employment, and while stagnant economy that these ital for this has to be organized 
of course, pocket-emprying formal employment gives better indices show reflect the qualities with the genuine desire to give 
coaching classes. The selected job security and financial stabili- of its citizens, which essentially youth a better futur 
few get famous in their respec- ty, entering it has its own set of determines their state of mind. 

n 
as tive localities, glorified in the struggles. 

news, and advertised by every 

he need for resource allo-
So, what goes wrongí In a cation for this purpose is more 

Most professional courses or homogenous human population, crucial than the immense amo-

institute. But what about the government jobs are acquired in adapting to cut-throat competi- unt of money that at times goes 
majority? A youth population of our country through competitive tion translates to striving to be into unnecessary expenses. In 
roughly 150 million drowns itself exams, some of which stand am: the best amongst all, and treat- ndia's unique social situation, a 
in the ocean of competitive ongst the toughest in the world ing everyone else as a threat. This continuation of the present state 
exams of various fields some (not sure if that is something to is indeed the progenitor to the may even lead to the propagation 

e for medical and engineering. be proud on. With the level of creation of a community that is of hatred and divisiveness bet-
some for CA or MBA, yet others rigorous toughness that these selish, opportunistic, apathetic ween different communities. 
for further studies and research entrances demand, ours should and insecure. Such a divided young population 

nscholarships, and some for the invariably be the most success And thus begins the perpet inevitably becomes vulnerable to 
most 'secured' government jobs. ful, happy, and inventive econo uation of a society where every vole bank politics, which further 

The same story of numerous my. But is that the case? Sadly. one is running. no one trusts the inhibits them in achieving excel-
coaching institutes and 'toppers' enough, we are not even close. other. and where losing or win lence or in imagining themselves t 

and losers' continues. A few suc- Globally, only three Indian Uni ning becomes tne denning Para as a united torce to transtorm 

ceed, the rest spend precious versities have made it to the top meter ot uie this country. 

We are so busy competing Policy-making should real-years of their youth to gear up ag- 200 universities category as re 
ain. And yet, the hard and harsh cently reported by the QS World that we are never at peace. And 1ze that intense competition 

in a country of 1.35 bilion peo ceases to be positive after a point, truth is pretty logical and simple. University Rankings, 2023. 
Even if all the aspirants put in Indian research has been ple, where 356 million are youtn and ultimately results in a soci 
their cent percent effort and per. reported to be weak, due to the aged between 10 and 24, a large ery affected by depression and 

form in the best manner possible lack of patent culture and fund- chunk of the population ends up jealousy. Education cannot bea 
with the best possible luck, it is ing. Academia has become more feeling defeated due to the stran- burden on young minds, instead 
impossible for everyone to quali- ofa degree-churning field, where gulating competition and limit- it should bring a desire to change 

fy. Yet, students toil day and ni rigidities suffocate the interest ed seats. They lose sell-esteem things and to take charge of the 
ght, panic shared with their par and enthusiasm of bright stu- and interest n the process and world's problems. 
ents, and the enomously shat- dents. This stagnancy is evident often underestimate themselves 
tered ones even decide not to as the number of patents filed by by accepting under-employ 
ive. India ranks among the top a single US firm in India in 2016. ment, and that ultimately leads 8etting anywhere. Unless appr0 
few of those unfortunate coun- 17 was more than double of al to the incomplete utilization o1 priately addressed, the demo-
tries where student suicides applications filed by the best lab- the huge human resource capl graphic divldend we possess and 
stand at a high rate of around oratories in the country, which tal of this natlon. 

And if that does not happen, 
we just keep running without 

claim to be proud of becomes 
26. 000 in three years. This rough- includes labs under DRDO, ISc, As Albert Einstein rightly less of a preclous resource and 

ly translates to one student dying IITs and six research facilities points out, "Unlimited competi. more of a national liability. 
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