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Revamp Govt schools 
The State government's move to revamp school infra-

structure is timely and laudable. A total of 1,000 govern-
ment-run schools will witness a major infrastructure revamp 
in a phased manner at a cost of Rs 5,000 crore. The first 
step involves infrastructure augmentation in ten schoolsin 
and around the city. All these ten schools used to be vibrant 
centres of learning till the late 1980s before suffering a 
huge slumnp and never recovered since. Infrastructure con-
straints have been a major issue with our public schools -

more so in recent years when teaching across the world has 
undergone technological shifts. A sound physical infrastruc-
ture is, therefore, a must for ensuring better learning and 
also for reposing the confidence of the guardians in Govt 
schools. Notwithstanding the growing popularity of private 
schools, it is still the government-run schools that account 
for a large majority of students of the State. Sadly, years of 
neglect have severely impeded the educational environ-
ment at these schools, as corroborated by their uninspinng 
performances in board exams. Successive annual ASER 
education reports have also been laying bare the abys-
mal learning of students at many government schools, 
especially in the rural areas. 

The plethora of ills - concerning infrastructure as well 

as teaching - presents a pathetic picture of our educa-

tion system and raises serious long-term concerns about 
the system. Infrastructure deficiencies are particularly 
glaring in most of the north-eastern states where less 
than 50 per cent schools have provision for drinking wa-
ter or girls' toilets. A majority of the schools in the region 
do not have books in the libraries. Private schools in the 
State are now indubitably an integral component of the 
educational system and expanding rapidly. But the gov-
ernment cannot abdicate its responsibility to check the 
downward slide of the schools run by it. A thorough re-

vamp of the government schools with thrust on improv-

ing the teaching standards and infrastructure creation is 

an urgent need. Training of teachers, to0, should figure 

prominently in the revamp strategy. As for the vernacu-

lar vs English debate, it is foolhardy to ignore the impor 
tance of English in today's world, but any uncalled-for 

infatuation with English to the extent of underminingor 
marginalising the mother tongue cannot be acceptable. 
There is no reason why the lost glory of vernacular gov-

ernment schools cannot be restored. Indeed, effecting 
Some much-needed changes in the government schools 

in terms of quality teaching and some special emphasis 
on the learning of English should be the area of the gov-
ernment's single-minded focus. It would also do well to 

take a leaf out of the functioning of government schools 

in Delhi where the Govt has revamped public education. 
In Assam too, the Assam Jatiya Bidyalay has maintained 

an enviable record of qualitative teaching and meeting 
the overall personality development needs of its students 

for the past two decades. The Govt can put in place a 

Similar arrangement for the schools under it. TY6 
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MILLENNIUM POST 1.11.2022 P 

Atransformative draft 
ast week, on October 19, the Union Education 
Minister unveiled the draft report on the National 
Credits Framework (NCrF) - inviting nation-

wide public consultations and suggestions on 
the credits system. The prime objective of the proposed framework is to enhance the employability of students, 
throughout their education period, by ensuring multi-
disciplinary learning and vertical continuity along their 
careers. The most notable aspect of the framework is that, 
for the first time, it intends to extend the credit system 
to regular school education. Open schooling environ-ments in ndia- like Indira Gandhi National Open Uni-

versity (IGNOU), National Institute of Open Schooling 
(NIOS) and others have been already deploying credit 
systems. Choice-based credit systems are also used in the 
higher education system. While the efficiency of systems 
like IGNOU is internationally accepted, most other sys-
tems are relegated t0 secondary status. Under NCr�, stu-
dents shall deposit the credits earned during their school 

education and higher education in the Academic Bank of 
Credits (ABC)- introduced earlier this year for higher 
education. This credit, then, can be used for gaining 
employment or advancing to a higher educational level. 
Continuity is argued to be at the heart of the framework, 
as students, in the case of dropping out from the educa 
tion system, can re-join at some later stage using their 

credits stored in the data repository. It may be pertinent 
to note here that such a credit system is in sync with the 

National Education Policy (NEP) which talks of multi-
modal entry and exit points for students so that the chain 
of education remains intact even if they are forced to go 

through gap years. In fact, it may be more accurate to say 
that a framework like NCrE is imperative for the success-
ful implementation of the NEP. Furthermore, irrespec 
tive of their core discipline of education, students can 
earn credits in a range of other subjects as well, which 
allows them scope for seamless inter-switching between 
disciplines. Integration is at the core of NCrE. In the first 
place, it seeks to integrate various disciplines of theoreti-

cal knowledge-including science, arts and humanities. 
This will empower students to break the water-tight com-
partment of educational streams. It can be seen as a defin-

ing transtormation in the Indian education system where 
students wont be disincentivised from learning practical 
things just for the sake of securing a degree. The frame-
work also integrates theoretical learning with practical 
learning and skill-based vocational learning. Such integra-
tion is completely in sync with the current dispensation's 
focus on upskilling individuals, and not just imparting 
theoretical learning. Along the vertical lines, it, in a sense, 

integrates the primary, secondary and tertiary education 
systems. Under the framework, the entire education span 
of a student's life is divided into eight credit levels-the 
lowest level being grade 5 (level 1) and the highest-level 
being PhD (level 8). In totality, the National Credit Frame-
Work appears to ensure continuity in a student's education 

process, and broaden the ambit of her learning. How 
ever, the presumption of a dropped-out student returning 

Tto the fold of education might not be completely right in 
place. In a large part of India, particularly in rural areas, 
teenagers getting engaged in some or other form of man-
ual labour, many times staying away from their homes, is 
a normal phenomenon. Once out of the education system, 
they hardly find a way in. For them, NCrF might prove 
to be a temptation that they can ill afford. Also, the qual-
ity of higher education in India has already dipped to the 
bottom. 1he scope of research and innovation is limited 
to some creamy pockets of educational excellence. Most 
public universities have been today reduced to the sta-
tus ol degree providers. The government's quest for the 

employability of students should not curtail the outlook 
of research and innovation in higher education. It must 
be pointed out that a mammoth proportion of skilled 

Indian youth is waiting lor employment opportunities. 
Actual lailure lies in the lack of provisioning of opportuni 
ties, and not with uhe 'unskilled' youth. It will also be lony 
to sec the NCr' as a panacea for the ills of the education 

system. The rot in the lndian education system is rather 
too deep. Continuous ellorts need to be nmade to mProve 
the outlook. There is no doubt that NCrF seeks to address 

sOme key areas that have been haunting the Indian ecduca 

ion sy'slcn lor a long limme. Multidisciplinaiy education 

and the incorporatlon ol praeticality are desired pursuits. 

Proper sleguards tneed to be put n plice to ensure that 
the provislons dont backliue. 1he Education Ministry has 
opened the dais lor debate and discussion. Experts im the 
educational doman need to conie up with appropriale 
suggestions by November 30 to ensure that this remark-
able initiatIve reaches its intended end 



the indian Afmyi. STATESMAN 1.11.2022 P Power shifts in knowledge economy 
SAYEED AHMED nal stride. At its heart lies the vision percent of China's R&D spending 

went to experimental development. 
Acutely aware, Beijing wants to 

strengthen basic research pro-
grammes and make ground-breaking 

innovations. Its researchers are 

already creating increasing impacts 
among the global scientific commu-
nity, as Japan's National In[titute of 
Science and Technology Policy 
reports. In 2019, about 27.2 per cent 
of the top one per cent of the most 
cited papers came from Chinese 
institutions. The US camé second 

Index. Beijingjumped from fourth to 

first in the global league table for 

patent registrations, becoming a 

large intellectual property (IP) 
exporter. 

But are these developments 
bringing any signiicant tangible ben-
efits to Beijing? The case of China's 
DJI Technology, the world's top 

drone maker, may help answer the 
question. 

Of late, DJI is under Washing 
ton's sanctions reportedly for its 
involvement in surveillance of 

have a satellite-based global naviga 
tion system (BeiDou). It boasts a near 

perfect heavy payload launching sy 

tem (Long March rockets). All these 
indicate that Beijing could be wel on 
course t0 achieve its goal of becom-

ing a global tech leader by 2050. 

Is the balance ot power ot the 

knowledge economy shifung? 
In the book Crest of the Pea-

f the world's 114 smartest 
factories that deploy cutting 
edge Fourth Industrial RevV-
olution (4IR) technologies, 

China owns a whopping 42, the USS 

for technological independence. It 
doesn'tjust want to make innovative 
and distinctive products; it wants to 
do so entirely with its own knowl-

edge, investing heavily to materialise 
this vision. 

only seven. Between 2000 and 2017, Beijing's 
spending on research and develop-
ment (R&D) grew by 17 per cent each 

year. Over the same period, the US 
dragged far behind with a paltry 4.3 
per cent growth rate. The trend con-
tinues under Beijing's 14th Five-Year 
Plan (2020-2025) as it intends to 
increase R&D spending by more than 
seven per cent each year. In 2017, the 

global R&D spending stood at USD 
2.2 trillion, of which 25 and 23 per 
cent came from the US and China, 
respectively, and the gap is fast . world university rankings by Times 

closing 
So far, Beijing's priority has been 

more on experimental development 
that is closely related to manufactur 
ing processes and less on basic and 

applied research critical to the devel-

opment of new scientific ideas. In 

2018, it spent only five per cent of the 
research budget in basic research 

compared to the US' 17 per cent. For 

applied research, the correspondin8 
figures were 11 and 20.4 per cent, 

respectively. In contrast, almost 80 

These factories lighthouses in 
the. World Economic Forum (WEF 
parlance will lead the world to 
tomorrow's knowledge economy. A 
smart factory implements lnternet 

Things (doT), Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), 3D printing, and advanced 
robotics to transform the manufac-

cock: Non-European Roots of Mathe-
matics," University of Manchester 

Emeritus Professor George Ghev-
erghese Joseph makes an interesting 

point about the evolution of science. 
Mathematics, the root of all sciences 

Uyghur Muslims. But unlike Huawei, 
it is proving difficult to eliminate 
because hundreds of US public safety 
agencies use its products including 
the New York Police Department. 
DJI's 80 per cent market share in con-
sumer drones has dropped to 54 due 
to sanctions. But it's another Chinese 
company, Autel Robotics that has 

picked up most of the lost market. 
That is how ubiquitous Chinese tech-

nology has become in America's 
everyday life. 

China has also made big leaps in 
a much larger and more complex 
arena, space. Space missions involve 

the highest level of achievement in 

hundreds of cutting-edge intercon 
nected technologies.A leading space 
player, China is the fourth country to 

with 24.9 per cent of such citations. 
In the total number or publications, 
Chinese works exceeded those from turing process, value chains and 

business models. 
borrowed from the Egyptians, Baby-
lonians, Greeks, Arabs, Indians. and 
Chinese to become what t is today. 

Similarly, China's progress in 

cutting edge technology has its roots 

in the knowledge generated by scien-
ists rom many regions over millen-
nia. Regardless of who leads the 
knowledge economy, the benefit goes 
to everyone. University of Oxford 
Research Fellow Xin Xu has aptly 
summarised it as: "The sun may nse 
in the East, but it shines across the 
world." Science, innovation, and 
knowledge belongs to all humanity. 

Understanding it is essential for 
peaceful coexistence. 

the US in 2020 (305,927 against 
281,487). University rankings follow 
a similar trend. Successive listings of 

In a stiff competition, only a 

select group of leading companies 
have successfully deployed such 
technologies to qualify as lighthous-
es, symbolising the superpower race 
for supremacy in the emerging 
knowledge economy era. It is an exis-
tential question as to who will win 

this race. 
But what has propelled China to 

this leading position in the first place? 

Dr Marina Zhang of Swinburne Uni-

versity of Technology, Australia 

thinks it's the huge innovation 
machine Beijing launched in the late 

1970s that is behind this phenome-

Higher Education (THE) show a 

steady fall in the number of US uni-
versities among the top 100 as those 
from China are rising. American insti-
tutions in the top 100 saw a drop 
from 43 to 34 between 2018 and 2022, 
while Chinese universities rose from 
two to seven. Unsurprisingly, China's 
share of global patents rose from 16 
to 49 per cent between 2010 and 
2020. ItS innovation capacity is also 

going up, rising fom 29th in 2015 to 

14th in 2020 in the Global Innovation 
The Dally Star/ANN. 
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e decision of the Madhya Pradesh ences and arts is spent on the acquisition of cine and education). For coining suitable physics, chemistry, biology, medicine and government to introduce Hindi as the the foreign medium". He gave the example of technical terms and finding proper Urdu engineering. Cop1es ot transiatea DOOKS Were mediumm ot nstruction in the MBBS the English medium Nizam College which equivalents, the bureau held sent to leading university libraries in India, Course has triggered a debate over the admitted 253 students from 1907 to 1914 only regular meetings of "committees of technical feasibility of teaching technical courses in 13 of whom could graduate from Madras terms Indian languages. Union home minister Amit University. Shah, who launched a set of three medical textbooks in Bhopal last week, announced official language of the State and was under-
that engineering courses would also be intro stood by a vast majority ol the population, duced im Hindi. Textbooks are being translat 
ed into dilerent Indian languages. The logic 

ASla, and Europe. By 1946, the bureau had 
published a total of 356 textbooks on these 

subjects. In three decades, nearly 100,000 
technical terms in all subjects were compiled 

and incorporated into translated books. 
Political and cultural reasons apart, mak-

ing urdu the medium of instruction was a 
well-planned exercise. It was introduced 

Dinesh C 
Sharmna 

. The university council in 1920 decided that 
Hydari suggested Urdu because it was the international nomenolature should be adopt 

ed for branches of medicine and engineering 
For the translation ot technical texts, scien 

besides being an "Aryan language with tific terms were divided into three groups direct kinship with other Indian lan- nomenclature, notations and terminology. 1S that students can better comprehend tech- guages". Based on Hydari's appeal, the or scientific nomenclature (like names of after wide consultation among experts rom 

MBBS in Hindi: 
nical subjects in their mother tongue rather Nizam, Mir Osman Ali Khan, signed a fir various elements and compounds, their sym than i English. The example of Russia, man-e-mubarak on the 1st of Rajab which bols etc), transliteration was rendered into was his birthday. While Urdu was made the Urdu along with the terms of European lan-

medium of instruction, proficiency in guages. Terminology and notatlons were 

ndia and Europe, încluding Rabindranath 
Germany and Japan is being cited to demon 
strate the feasibility of teaching medicine 
and engineering in languages other than English. Closer home, Osmania University is 

Tagore. The curriculum-making was an elab 
orate exercise and educational experts were 

involved at every stage. The Ni1zam's gOvern translated and compiled in Urdu with the ment made a heavy investment in the trans-What Bhopal English was compulsory 1or all students. 
In the present Context, 1t would help to see heip of classical and Indian languages 1ke a pioneer in this regard and has valuable hoW the idea ot teaching in Urdu was imple Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit, Urdu and Hindi. 

lation bureau, hiring of experts, the prinung of textb00ks, etc. A proper translation strat-mented. S0on alter the university Was The methodology adopted in Osmania was egy was evolved, keeping in mind the ground The Osmania, University was the first announced, representative committees were Similar to what Hyderabad ofticial syed RosS realities. 'The idea was implemented in suchn 

Essons to offer. 

can learn from Indian higher education instituuon to teach Iormed to prepare drart curricula and he iasood had seen n Japan. To transplant a way that students did not get isolated rom all subjects- rom phlosophy to medicine Same were_circulated among educational Western SCiences into Japan, the Japanese uheir peers. Proficiency in the English lan 

Hyderabad.. 
-in Urdu when it waS founded in 1917. Sir experts in England and India t0 see if they Akbar Hydari, who was secretary in-charge of the judicial, police and education depart 

created equivalents of Nestern sCientific con guage was made coinpuusory so that students were in line with contemporary teaching. A cepts. While some were replaced with exist- Could develop requisite comnmunicauon bureau of translatlon and compiuation was ing, Japanese words, others were Skuls. Osmania stopped teaching in urau m ments, mooted the idea ofa new university in established for preparing standard textbooks assigned new Japanese words coined 1948 but the learnings from the experiment the Urdu medium. In his view, making in Urdu. Texts for translation were selected deliberately. English the sole vehicle of higher education 
was a mistake as "most of the time Which educationists as well members of.various fac 
should be spent on the acquisition of the sci-

with help irom linguists, subjeci experts and Subjects of the books translated at the 
remain relevant. 

bureau included all branches of philosophy, 
ulties (arts, law, SCience, engineering, medi nistory, law, economicS, mathematics, 

The writer a journalist and author based 
n New Delhi 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2022 

Controversy over Hindi language De 

Dr Anurag Borthakur the State-level civil services exams 
as that will provide the much need. 
ed impetus even among the Eng-
lish medium educated Assamese 

for the government to stoke the 
controversial issue of Hindi as a link 
language which will have huge re-

percussions for the country and 
trigger a strong backlash if pushed 

beyond a point, thus doing Hindi 
more harmm than good. 

The recent comment by Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah that 
Hindi should be used for most offi-
cial work instead of English flies in 
the face of logic and reeks of lin-
guistic chauvinism. Acquiring ex 
pertise in any language requires a 
lot of time and effort and there 

quirements of various countries. 
English has allowed the blossom-
ing of the IT sector, has played a 
huge role in boosting our econo-
my. The very fact that India is the 
5th largest forex reserve holder, 

serving asa bulwark against a "Sri 
Lanka" like situation can partly 
be attributed to the widespread 
use of English in India. Viewing 

mid the kerfufle stirred along with Hindi for a period of 15 
years, the Official Languages Act, 
1963 was enacted to make Hindi 

by Amit Shah's off the 
cuff remark that Hindi 
should be predominant-

ly used as a language of communi-
cation in national institutes like 
IITs, IIMs and AlIMS, what 
stretches credulity is the extent of 
malarkey being allowed to domi-
nate political landscape eclipsing far 
more pertinent issues bedevilling 
the country right now. While it 
takes little acuity to understand that 
such non-issues being given such 
pre-eminence is a perfect cover for 
government's failure to fulfl vari-
ous promises, such il calibrated 
attempts to score political brown-
ie points have the potential to boo-
merang and hurt polítical prospects 

P in a big way in 2024. 
Hindi, an Indo-Aryan language 

written in Devanagarni, was adopt-
ed as the official language on Sep-
tember 14, 1949 by the Constitu-
ent Assembly. However, this step 
stirred up a lot of political polemic, 
ratcheting up temperatures in the 
non-Hindi speaking states sur-
rounding the unfairness of such a 

step and how it could put to disad-
vantage large sections of Indians 
who do not share Hindi as their 

youths to learn their mother 
tongue properly. As regards UPSC 
exams, the English language pro 
vides a level playing field for eve-
ryone, putting students from both 

Hindi and non-Hindi speaking 
English as a foreign language is a states at an equal disadvantage. 

Patriotism, honesty, courage and 
forbearance are essential virtues 

the sole official language of the 
country. However, this did not go 
down well with the people from 
the north-eastern and southern 
parts of India who could clearly see 
its demerits and how such an act 
would make some Indians less In-
dian' than others. Therefore the 

S 

Indira Gandhi government amend-
ed the Official Languages Act in the 
year 1967 and allowed for 
indefinite usage of English 
and Hindi as the oficial Hindi is already a link 
languages of the country. and at least 

India is a country of 

big mistake, only reifying the con-
tention that it is a rigid, unsophis-
ticated and over-simplified view-
point, shorn of nuance and suavi 

ty and leached of emo-
tipnal depth. 

Few months back, the 
Central government 
Suggested that Hindi be 
taught in Assam as a 

compulsory subject till 
10th standard. This 

that we must encourage young 
minds to inculcate and imbibe. His-

S 

tory is a dynamic subject and can be 
given multiple moulds in our pro-
jection of it. However, if such pro-
jections are stretched a little too far 
on the victimhood side, we begin to 

lose the very essence of how resil-
ient and diverse country India already 
is in its overall orientation. Hindi is 

huge diversity and it spoken and understood in 
prides itself on the peace every state. However, 

diferent languages, reli- attempts to impose Hindi 
will only build resistance 
and therefore end up being 

of th ful coexistence of so many 
clearly is an attempt to 
subdue the Assamese 

already a link language and at least 
spoken and understood in every 
state. However, attempts to impose 
Hindi will only build resistance and 
therefore end up being counterpro-
ductive. Things were markedly dif-
ferent and dif+cult an epoch ago than 
they are today and colonialis1m af 
fected different sections of the soc 
ety differently. We can either remain 
stuck in the past or be under the 
illusion that dredging up past mem-
ories will help us move forward, or 
we learm our lessons well and move 

gions and ethnicities. 
There is no provision in 
the Indian Constitution 
that says that Hindi is the counterproductive. 
national languáge of India. 
As per the Eighth Sched-
ule, there are 22 official languages, 
with English and Hindi being the 
official languages of the Union gov-
ernment. Previous attempts by the 
Indian government to impose Hindi 
across the country turned out to 

be ugly and long drawn leading 
even to partition of Purulia district 

from Bihar and West Bengal. 

Therefore, at a time when the coun-

try is reeling under a plethora of 

ills such as unemployment, infla-

tion, malnutrition, caste-based dis-

crimination, etc., it makes no sense 

fore, a student from Assam, or for 
that' matter, Kerala, has little in-
centive to invest too much time 

and effort in learning a language that 
does not come naturally to him or 

her While English has now become 
the perfect whipping boy for the 
current dispensation, branding it as 

a colonial language, it is actually a 

failure on the part of the govern-
ment to realise that English is an 
international language and is taught 
throughout the world to varying 
degrees in tandem with the re-

language that has al 
ready borne the brunt 
of immigration and is 
fighting a difficult battle 
for survival. While it is 

perfectly advantageous to know a 
bit of Hindi as it is true for any lan-

guage, it is preposterous to say that 
learning Hindi would provide em-
ployment opportunities for Assa-
mese youths outside Assam. The 
State government should instead 
focus on creating preconditions for 

industries to set up base in Assam 
that will not just provide employ 
ment but also check the brain drain 

mother tongue. Also, there were 

different dialects of the language 
being spoken in different parts 

thereby questioning the rationale 
behind using Hindi as an offícial lan-

guage across India. Following the 

adoption of the Munshi-Ayyangar 
formula in 1949, which allowed the 

use of English as an official language 

ahead with logic, hope and enthusi-
asm wisely leaving the past behind. 
Culture ilourishes only with afflu-
ence and our prime focus should be 
restricted to bringing about econom 
ic prosperity in India. The debate 
on language can walt. T 

that has already cost us dearly. The 
State government should make 

Assamesea compulsory subject in 
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Sibsagar College: A dream of two architects 
tributed generously to the installa-

tion of the massive statues of Pad-college has started MA and MSc 

classes in many other subjects. 

The UGC was pleased to accord 

the college 'A College with Po-

tential for Excellence' status in 

Manoj Kumar Borthakur 1947, from the historic Kali Prasad 
Memorial Hall in the town which madhar Chaliha and Parag Chaliha 

on the college premises. A former 

professor of the college Ajit Ku-

mar Das has contributed funds for 

two well-furnished classrooms. 

was inaugurated by Mahatma Gan-

dhi. When the first buildings were 
cause of his tremendous leadership 
quality. He was not just an acade 

mician, but also a great statesman, 
a sports organiser, player, writer, 
dramatist, and a strict disciplinari-
an as an administrator. His fiery 
personality, resolute stand in crit-
ical situations and his impressive 
eloquence will linger for a long 

two institutions of higher education time in the memory of people who 

met him. For Parag Chaliha, the 

college was his temple and he con-

sidered the students of the college 
as his own children and therefore, 
used to get very angry whenever 
he saw someone bunking classes 

or indulgirig in mischief. After Par-

ag Chaliha a number of teahers 

with illustrious careers led the col-

D 
reams never die if they 
are backed by the sincer-

ity of purpose. For 'Phu-

loni Kobi' Padmadhar 
ready, the college was shifted to the 
bank of the sprawling water body 

Jaysagar Pukhuri. The classes be-

gan with Padmadhar Chaliha as 

principal and Parag Chaliha as vice 

principal and the actual man behind 
the machine. Blessed by visits of 

great educationists and statesmen 

like Jairamdas Daulatram, the then 

governor of Assam; Dr Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan, former President 

of India and many more, the col-
lege earned an enviable reputation 
in the academic sphere of the coun-

try. It was due to its growing repu-
tation that people of other districts 
also started sending their wards to 

this college despite the presence 
of other colleges like 
DHS Kanoi College, Cotton Col-

lege and Darrang College in the 

Brahmaputra Valley. 
Generous donations started 

Chaliha and his able son Parag Cha-

liha, Sibsagar College was a dream 
and it tuned into reality within 
their lifetime for the same reason. 
Till Independence, there were only 

2006. Another significant achieve-
ment of the college is to begin B 
Ed education from its Sivasagar 

College of Teachers' Education 

The 1977 batch of alumní construct 
ed a huge arch while former stu-
dent Tanmoy Gohain built a gate 
for the student hostel. Sanjoy Ma-

jinder Baruah, an alumnus, rebuilt 
the administrative building and 
the family of former professor 
Sarat Mahanta has committed to 
build a modern stage while the 
1982-83 bath of alumni has built a 

which has catered to the need for 

professional teacher training for 
thousands of students. Besides 

academic achievements, Sibsagar 
College has earned a reputation 

in upper Assam. One was the Jag-
annath Baruah College at Jorhat, es-

tablished way back in 1930 by a 

group of young self-scarifying men 

of great stature like Krishna Kanta 

Handique, Tulashi Narayan Sar 

mah, Chandradhar Baruah, Mu-

rulidhar Baruah (the son of the first 
graduate from upper Assam Jagan-
nath Baruah), P Dutta, J Sarma, GG 

in national and international are-

nas in extracurricular activities 

like NCC, Navy, Scouts, NSS and 

sports. The National Assessment 

and Accreditation Centre (NAAC) 
has accorded the college 'A Grade 

consecutively for many years. By 
dint of its praiseworthy perform-
ance the college has received do-

nations from political leaders also. 

Jorhat MP Topon Kumar Gogoi 
has donated a substantial amount 
to the college for upgradation of 
its infrastructure. 

martyr column. 
The college on different occa-

sions has been publishing research 
journals, books and other maten 
als of academic interest which have 
contributed immensely towards 
the improvement of quality educa-
tion at higher levels and its faculty 
members have been invited to ad-
dress seminars and workshops 
across the country and abroad. 

The people of the district hope 
that as Sibsagar College is a pre 

mier autonomous institution, the 
college management and faculty 
would take the pledge on this mo-
mentous occasion of platinum jubi-

lege fromn thè front and they in 

Dutta and a few others. The other cluded Prafulla Chandra Baruah, 

Jyoti Pd Chaliha, Dr Prakash Ko-

toky, Radhanath Baruah, M Bish-

wanathan, Patit Pawan Das, Ranen 

Gohain, Bina Baruah, Pradip 
Borthakur and Dr Prafulla Kalita 

College, 
was the DHS Kanoi College, found-

ed by the great philanthropist HB 

Kanoi in 1945. The third college of 
eminence was Sibsagar College, es-

tablished in 1947 on a picturesque 
location covering a 103-bigha plot 
of land on the eastern bank of the 

pouring in from philanthropists 
from différent parts of the district 

and with their donations the Tantia 

Bhawan, Bagori Hall, Haribox La-

hoty Hall, Hiranyaprabha Memo-
rial Library and Archive, Durga 
Prasad Majinder Administrative 
Building, Halram Dutta Bhawan, 
etc., buildings sprang up. The col-

lege observed its silver jubilee in 
1972 and its golden jubilee in 1997. 

Post-graduate classes in Asa-

mese began in 1971 and now the 

On completion of 75 years of its 
existence, many new projects have 
been undertaken as part of the year-
long platinum jubilee celebrations. 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 

(present Principal). 
For generations of alumni of Sib-

sagar College, the institution is not 

just their alma mater but a place of 

extreme reverence and heartfelt 

historic Jaysagar Pukhuri by the fa-

ther and son duo with help and sup-

port from former chief minister 

Bimala Prasad Chaliha, Kamal Du-

wora, Debraj Ray, HP Barua and 
thousands of people with a great 

passion for learning. 
After Parag Chaliha took over the 

reins in 1963, the college received 

a new spurt in diverse fields be-

Sharma donated Rs 5 crore for up 
gradation of the college to a uni-
versity during his visit to attend 
the inaugural function of the plati-
num jubilee celebrations. The col-
lege teachers, employees, student 
body and alumni association con-

attachment. They have been con-

tributing immensely to its growth 

from scratch to its massive expan-
sion in the form of an institution of 

lee to create an enviroament of se-

rious and elementary research in di-
verse subjects so that the students 
get good exposure and facilities to 
showcase their talents and even 

autonomous status from this year 

of platinurmjubilee. The college be-

gan its journey on November 2, become Nobel laureates one day. 
AT LE 
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Whatmakes a 
good educator 

TRISTHA RAMAMURTHY 

667hose who can, do. 
Those who un-
derstand, teach." 

Aristotle. 
There is a common percep-

tion that everyone can teach. 
We have all had the odd bit Sometimes, educators are 
of experience asa teacher, overwhelmed by the num-

teaching a younger sibling ber of complex and essential 

or a friend, playing 'Teacher, conversations they have with 

Teacher'with friends, explain- severalyoung people on a day 
ingaprocess to a colleague and to-daybasis, which often leads 

demonstTating how to use an to burnout and exhaustion. 

app to a senior citizen. 
Isteachinga one-size-fits-all sion due to the dedication 

thought process that anyone required to reach students 

can follow and succeed? There in myriad ways, the constant 
is a no-straightforward ap- need tO upskill to improve 

proach to teaching, and there student engagement;, the con-

is no onerightway to teach. To sistencyof supportlearnersre-
teach is to be able to do many quire to explore their interests 
different things in a deliberate classroom management, and 
manner that fosterS Students other professional duties. 

mental, physical, and emotion-

al development. 
An educator is als0 a con-

Stantlearnerwho consistently 

upskills herselfin her ability to 

handle students' needs in the 

Others leave the profes-

Globally, almost 50% 

of teachers quit within 
five years of becoming 

a teacher-often, 
overwhelmed by the 

number of complex and 
essential conversations 

theyhave with several 

classroom. 
In today's classrooms, the 

educator is not just a subject 
matter expert; he is acounsel-
lor in charge of his students' young people ona day-to 

day basis, which leads to 
mental well-being, a data an-

alyst who constantly reviews 

scores and qualitanve reports 
to see how best to support her 

students, and an inspirational 

burnout and exhaustion. 

However, experienced ed-
leader who models habits of ucators remain calm during 
the heart and practises of the a classroom brawl, which 
mind that would help the stu- enables them to find the best 

dents gradually navigate life. pedagogical tool to engage su 
dents meaningfullyin the claSS 

and to manage time to cater to 

different student needs, 
The idea that teachers rely 

on past notes (built using their 
experience in content delivery) 

to teach is archaic. Teachers 
must understand theirannual 
curricular goals, be familiar 

with content updates, and fa-
miliarise. thems�lves with the 
tasks that students need to 

What does it take to be an 

effective educator? 

1. Knowledge of learners 
2. Knowledge of content 
3. Knowledge of teaching 
4.Interpersonal skills 
5. Leadership skills 
6. Communication skills 
7.Tech skills 
8. Commitment to sup-

porting every child in our 

classrooms in the best way 

possible. 
It isn't easy to don multiple 

hats and make innumera- best learning environment 
ble decisions as an educator for all students in a classroom 

without having a passion for motivates the educator to be 
teaching, This perspective of creative, enthusiastic, and in-

the world encourages individ- novative. 
uals to make a change in stu-
dents' lives, and this positively mitment to a better sociery. 
impacts our world. 

An educator cannot stay in dedication and effort solidify 
the profession beyond a few this commitment. An educa-
years without unfailing dedica- tor's life is dynamic as every 

tion and interest in education. classroom is different, every 
Globally. almost 50% of teach studentis distinct. and unlock-
ers quit within five years of ing their potential requires 
becoming a teacher. These thoughtlul conversations and 
teachers have gone through unique methods. There is no 
tecthing issues and have the cookie-cutter approach that 
experience they can build on works for all. 

further to become more etlec 

tive educators. 

complete. 
The desire to create the 

Teaching is an ethical com-

and an educ�tor unfailing 

(The writer is Founder and 
Managing Director of Ekya 

However, they leave the Schools and Provost CMR 
profession for many reasons. University) wnu/ 
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Digital University~| 
We have not thought of an equally good alternative to the classroom lecture-the discussion 
method that has been at the heart of the teaching-iearning experience. No instructional 
technology has been developed to replace cooperative learning that takes place in group 
projects, field studies, recitals, and presentations. It is generally agreed that students do 
not learn merely from the textbooks; if so, teachers would not be required. Only when 
textbooks and supplementary study materials are brought to bear upon a topic to be discussed 
in the classroom does the teaching-learning process become live 

n view of the UGC Chair acting with teachers and other sion method that has been at the recognise that some subjects 

man' latest announcement students thrOugh teleconfer heart of the teaching-leaming ex may not be taught online ina 
OT a dugital university to e ences. Digtal classroom envron perence. INo instructional tech agita unvery ecus 
Set up in the comng acade ments wll be accessible to any nology has been developed to electronc meanu 

mic session, it is time to mention student providéd he or she has replace cooperaive learning that mit the Dest metnod or insruc 

that the spectre or oronavirus access to a computer or internet takes place in group projects, Don. 

haunted the policy makers of connecion. This may allow a dy- ield studies, recitals, and pre 

education for more than two namic interaction with teachers sentations. It is generally agreed jects, such as pu0c speang 
years and it is, undoubtedly, edu- and among the students them- that students do not learn merely Surgery, dental nygiene and spor 
cation technology that came to selves. The synergy that may exist rom the textbooksS; i so, teacnersSnere payea t 

their rescue. Microsoft Teams, in student-centred digital class would not de requrea. ny 

Zoom, Skype, Google Hangout es is one of the most vital traits when textbooks and supplementhe learningoDjectives. yrd 
and other apps helped all to co- of the digital learming format. 

mmunicate and exchange knowl-
edge with each other. The uni Germany offers a graduate pro- sed in the classroom doeshe 
versities also embraced these gramme in informa-
solutions, but the time has come tion and manage 
to ask if India can come up with ment where stud-
the concept or a digital universi ents can have access 

ty, as visualised by the National to a wide network of 

Policy of Education (NEP 2000) people and interac 
thereby providing learners a new tions. They are able 

experience of learning 
It sounds exhilarating to pace. Hence, the im-

think of attending a class when portance of the de. 

ever one wants to because of pre- velopment of such 

recorded sessions, asking the tea- skills including cre-
cher questions and receiving aivity, communica-
answers instanty as the teacher tion, and knowledge 
S 1Oggea on at the same ume. applicanon. 
Also, it could be a moment of 

enjoying nnancial rellef because lact remains that a 

one does not have to travel or digital universSIty can-

stay at some hostel. Ine plan to set up digital tace interactions. So, the students neighbourhoods. internet accesS an eaucaional tool. Curriculum 

universitues is premised on the would be deprived of opportunities may pOse a signincant cost to the may not be easily updated nor 

a Nattonal Education Policy's ob- for better communication and users in a dgital university. Bouh very 1interactive. Use ot email 

Jecave or Cnhancing the gross en deeper undersanding. Their com- students and facilltators must be may be effective tor exchange of 

rolment rate in higher education puter literacy may also deter them able to use a variety ol search en- RIormation. Video conferencing 

in the country from the current irom adoptton of new technology gines and be comtortable navi 0ver the internet may not be a 

26 per cent to s0 per cent by that may lead to Incomplete learn- gating on the web, as well as be practical subsütute. 

2035. However, on the basiS O ing and low pertormance. 

globa experience, it Is feared that 
the quality of educatlon delivred students at DeVry Universlty in most sophisticated technology is accreditation becomes perünent. 
by such universities may have to the USwas examined some ume not hundred per cent relaDIe. 

be compromised. 

Struc 

Examples are hands-on sub-

tary study materials are Droug nthat area of the 
Virtual Global University in to bear upon a topic to De dustus dslg 

essible to a 

teaching-learning uld otherwise have difficulty 
procts hr etting to the campus. live. This is A online curriculum should accentud nd reflect the use or dlao sions. ents fol students 
lowed by term-end Quality education may be pro-
examinations. 

Lack of if the curriculum is developed or 
access, whether it converted to meet the needs of 

be for economic or the online medium. 

group discussions. 

to work at their ownn vided in a digital university only 

logistic reasons, The task of access both to 
may exclude oth the curiculum products and cur-
erwise eligible stu- riculum experts is an important 
dents from the dig- issue for the success of a digital 

tal courses. This isuniversity. As the students can 
an important issue not have access to the entire cur 
in rural and lower riculum products, it is likely that 

socio-economic scientiic visualisation is used as 

GHOSN 

The writer. a fomer 

ASSOCldter alich 
However, the das college, Kolkata, ls 

ersity 

not provide face to 

ith newsgroups, FTP From the administrative famillar 
pc and e-mall. Bven the point of view, the quesn0n o 

The performance ol many procu coted technology is accreditation becomes perupen 
Where would the credits gor iow 

ago. The unlverslty offers online At Lhe same ame, to success can intelectual Property RIghts 

versities has been developed tor courses, uslng the same text- gramme ol a dig 
students to obtain amost imme boOKS, assessments, assign- students must be well-organised, tent and curriculum be preser 

The concept ol i digital uni- and contact versions Ol all lts fully particlpate in an unlversity, issue be maintainedf of faculty control How over Will con the 

diate feedback Irom teachers ments, and lecture materials for self-motlvated and 

anagement 
a 

adar 
vedt These 

students 
questions 

may 

must 

not oc 

be 

initially. through emalls or online discus each lormat. 

Sions. Wnen the term came into cxistence lt applled to things that seeningiy idenuca, the students compensate for lack of physical able to reach dramauc moments 

were simulated by the comput. who enrolled oniine periormed presence by creatin8 
er, lHke virtual memory. Now this wOrse. As a result, the online stu ve environment n a digital class Cism, humour and other such 
Ccame to bo applied to things Uhat dents would be more lIkely to room where all studentS Icel elements dnat help to enhance 

physlcally exist and are created urOp out. ihe nardest hit woula comiortable paricipaung 

by means ol compuldrs. 

n lact, he concept ol digitl whho enter tie virtual clüsses viti tion and the fear to face new hi tion using PowerPoint fails to 

universilles iirst cAme with the loW grades in their previous exa- ngs on the part of teacherS May ead to a lively clussr0om discus 

1dea 1or a Wireless unlversity al mnattons. 

bthe BBC. In the tole-university 

econCept, couses were tuught on be the worst sullerers. An over mens transfer of traditlonal pe- mny students can do wonder. 

the Tadio und televislon in the whelimg advuntuge to student uugogy towards an electronic it is always challenging lor the 

name of university on alrleurlng by hrusting inlorinuton pedugogy in whlch the teacher teucher in taditional mode to 

which cume to take the shape of technology hus not been perDecomes a facilitator of the len 8° his point acroSs without 

4n open university Onllne courses mean that und Talk nnotnods could nave Presupposes that the teacher ie Can create classtoon unimu-

students wll leurn In their own done equly wel. 

time by reading course materlul, working on course actlvitles, cquully goou aternutive to uie uhreatening experlence. 

Writing assigninents, and inter classtoom lecturo - the discus-

high degrec har 
Even though the courses are Skilis. An on f nhvsical able to reach dramatic moments 

ust 

pport that occasionally result in witti-

the joy oI the teaching-learning 
be the unwilling lew and iose Computer-relatod Irustrd Process. Il a colouru presenta-

make them unuccoptable to stu- slon, it will be ot n0 use. But tie 
The weuker students would dents. Digital cluss environen teucher on ne dals n Iront ot 

cll ge>stures and vocal Cucs 
ceived as yet, whhen sinple cnuk ng process. This new peug co' 

now tech tlon - the tiril ol beung wih Ue 
shoud be quulilied m new 

We have 1ot thouglht ol an niques. For many, it may be a students 
- which Is ubsent 

online. 
(To Be Concluded) ay be important to 
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The Tribun 
ESTABLISHED IN 1881 

State of our education 
India must transform public schooling system 

REE and compulsory education for all children in the age group 
of 6-14 years is a fundamental right in India. Yet, among the sev 
eral disturbing facets of Unesco's Global Education Monitoring 

Report 2022 is the one showing that a large number of the Indian peo-
ple have given up on state education. 'Only 46% of adults agreed that 
the primary responsibility for providing school education rested with 
the government, the lowest share amongst 35 middle- and high-
income countries, the report notes, citing its survey of parents. 
Observing that 70% of new schools established in India in the past 
eight years are private ones, it issues a stark verdict: 'Expansion of 
access through non-state provision is inequitable. In India, children 
from the richest quintile were seven times as likely as children from 
the poorest quintile to attend private early childhood institutions. 

We have known this for a long time, of course. The infrastructure and 

quality of education in government schools have always been suspect, 
and the best private schools are very expensive. It means that an unof 
ficial apartheid situation exists in India, banishing the poorest populace 
to the worst schools. The Unesco survey found that "73% of parents in 
India chose private schools because public schools did not meet quali-
ty standards, 12% because they offered English-medium education and 
10% because public schools were not available.' Even poorer people 
tended to avoid government schools as the survey said that 86% of chil-
dren from such households were enrolled in a budget private school or 
expecting to transition to one in Grade 1. The rush for private schools, 
undoubtedly, puts an immense strain on the household budgets. 

The National Education Policy (2020) envisages that public invest-
ment on education be 6% of the GDP However, the Economic Survey 
presented in January showed that the expenditure on education in 

2020-21 and 2021-22 has been only 3.1% of the GDP Unesco notes that 

the failure of governments to increase spending on education leaves 
a ticking bomb for the poorest who are increasingly faced with high 
cOsts to access an education that should normally be free. This verdict 
must act as an alarm bell for the education ministries in India. u6 
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Assam Medical College 
The platinum jubilee celebrations of Assam Medical Col 

lege (AMC) mark a watershed in medical education and health-
care in Assam and the North-east as a whole. Assam Medical 
College was set up in 1947, coinciding with the country's 
independence from British rule. The State Government has 
also done well to institute an award after philanthropist Dr. 
John Berry White, whose pioneering efforts were instrumental 
in setting up the region's first medical school. The yearlong 
platinum celebrations that concluded on Thursday were a 
resounding success, with the AMC alumni medical fraternity 
putting in their weight squarely behind the occasion. Indeed, 
such has been their whole-hearted involvement in the cele-
brations that it ought to be an example of how to give back to 
one's alma mater and society. We have many educational in-
stitutions that boast of a hallowed heritage and it should be 
incumbent on the part of the past pupils to do something 
lasting and meaningful on such commemorative occasions. 
AMCH has undoubtedly nurtured the evolution of medical 
education and healthcare in the region for decades, produc-
ing in the process many achievers in the field of healthcare. 

While the hallowed history of the AMC will remain an in-
trinsic part of the State's heritage, it will be imprudent to sit on 
the laurels and allow complacency to take over. Times are 

changing, and this warrants us to come up with some serious 
introspection so as to prepare the AMC and AMCH to meet 
the emerging challenges on the fronts of education and health-
care rather than resting on past glory. Medical education as 
also education in general is passing through a period of tran-
sition, and the medical fraternity would do iwell to take a dis-
passionate look at the overall healthcare scenario in the re 
gion and address the critical gaps in healthcare delivery. A 
large number of patients of the region invariably prefer to go 
outside the State to meet their critical healthcare needs, rais-

ing questions over the quality and affordability of treatment in 
their home State. Study and research in the field of medical 
education and treatment, too, is highly imperative under the 
Circumstances. A pragmatic approach will determine how far 
we progress in making quality and attordable treatment for all 

in sync with the adage 'Health for All. NYE/4 
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Politics' in student elections 
stricted only to peaceful debates 
and discussions. Under no cir-

representatives from different 

support backgrounds, they do not 

have coordination among them-

selves and when there are repre 
sentatives from only one support 

background, they do not involve 
themselves wholeheartedly for 

the interest of the students. Be-

thinking. This not only destroys 
the healthy environment of dis-
cussion at colleges and universi-

ties but also destroys the whole 

political environment of the coun-

try. This in turn leads to the ab-

Himanjali Kalita 
students like providing launch, 
money and, in fact, liquor during 
election time. Also, images of fe-

male candidates are sought to be 

ruined through casting of asper-
sions on their private matters 

without any solid basis. Such ac-
tivities lead to the creation of an 

cumstance should ideological dif-

ferences be allowed to take a vol-
atile form culminating in the use 
of violence against each other. 

To secure the future of a coun-

tudent union elections at 
different colleges, uni-
versities and other edu-
cational institutions are a 

sence of the environment for a 
common thing in Assam. A stu-

dent union is formed to solve stu-
dents' issues in particular and to 
have a greater impact on social-

economic and political issues of 

the society in general. Students 

are the backbone of the country. 

unhealthy environment of elec-

tion for every student. Without 

the support of any political party 
or organisation, n0 student comes 

forward to contest an election. 

cause, after getting elected they 

have to repay the political party 

or organisation for its support 
monetarily or otherwise. And 

thus, in the whole process stu-

dent politics is guided not only by 
the interest of the students but 

fair discussion about the good and 

bad impacts of policies. 
Student elections ought to be 

held independently in the true 
sense of the term, without the in-

volvement of any political party 
or organisation. Only then will 
the students and the institution 

try, political consciousness of the 
students is very important as 

they are the ones on whom the 

future of a country depends. If 

from the student days they can 

cultivate the rational thinking ca-

pacity to take part in the decision 

making process of the govern-
ment and to critically analyse the 
merits and demerits of the poli-
cies of government, the govern-

ment will be bound to become 

Therefore, a healthy student elec 
tion is very useful to the country 

in the long run as it. 

velop the values of democracy 
among students and also proves 
helpful in turning students into po-

litically sound citizens. 
In the present times in Assam, 

politics in student elections can 

be seen at every college and uni-

versity. The election of students 

is supported by various political 

parties and organisations. Follow-

ing a particular ideology is abso-

lutely right and in fact, it makes 

students more active in different 

benefit from student elections. 

Students who want to contest 
also by the narrow interests of 

particular political parties or or-

ganisations and their individual 

benefits. 

elps to de-- There are two main reasons for 

this. Firstly, it is not easy for a 

student candidate to spend mon-

ey by himself/herself to make 

posters and other such things. 

Secondly, the student candidates 

do not get enough support to stand 

individually. 
Under such circumstances, 

surely the true intention behind 
the election of a student union : 
negatively impacted. The weight 

of debate and discussion gets min-
imised. In fact, the idea of 'union 
which means doing with cooper-

ation of all for the welfare of all 

elections should do so on their 
own capabilities. There should be 

From the day of admission, 
there starts the game of election. 

Students of particular hostels or 

those students who support par-
ticular hostels or party or organ-

isation, try to collect contact 

numbers of the newcomers by 
various means. At first they will 

try to earn the goodwill of these 

new students who are not aware 

an environment of freedom 

among the students to elect the 
candidates of their choice who, 
they think, will be capable of rep 
resenting them effectively in cru-
cial matters concerning their wel-
fare. No political party or organi-
sation should be given the oppor 
tunity to use the students for their 
own personal benefits. Interests 

of the students should always get 

topmost priority. 
Again, there should be a healthy 

environment for all the students 

more accountable to the needs of 

the common people. 
To sum up, we can well say that 

a healthy environment in educa-
tional institutions is important for 
securing the future of a country 
in the long run. 'Politics' in stu-
dent elections is neither good for 
the students/institution nor for 
the society as a whole. Healthy 
debates and discussions should 

issues related to society. But the 

problem arises when the stu-

dents are forced to follow an ide-

of their particular intention and, 
thus, the 'politics' starts right 
around this time to get support 

get utmost importance among the 

aspiring election candidates to 

prove their leadership quality and 
for the other students to elect 

students becomes a utopia. This 

creates cracks in the unity of stu-

dents and also brews rivalry 
among them. These develop-

ments have a negat1ve impact on 

the development of the students 

as well as the institution. When 

in elections. 
ology without rational thinking. 
Almost every student candidate 

is supported financially by a par-

ticular political party or organisa-

tion, directly or indirectly. These 
political parties/organisations use 

various means to manipulate the 

Another negative impact of the 

involvement of political parties or 

organisations is that from the be-

ginning the students are.driven 

by particular ideologies and tend 

to lose the capability for rational 

to participate in the election as it 
will create political consciousness 

among the students in the wider 
sense. No doubt, there may be 

ideological differences among the 
students, but these should be re-

their capable representatives. 
Then only the democratic essence 
of student politics can be main 
tained and sound political con-

sciousness can be created. A T4 the student union is created by 

.AlaN for officiont nublic sønVants 
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HARD WORK VS HARVARD 

Practicemaymakeperfect 
butnot aprofessor 

Bringing'practice' in 
academia is good but 

cannot be done at the cost the way the ideology of the people in utions. 
ofreason and rational 

knowledge 

tween practice-theory-practice. These in the academic world, even though it 
disciplines may benefit from engaging is well established that ad hocism has 
people with long years of practice, but harmed academics and academic insti-

power dominates the decision-making India has the single largest system 
process, this idea may be misused im- of higher education found anywhere in 
mensely. Will we be attracting the best the world. With over 1,100 universities, 
of the best professionals? Recent expe 40,000 colleges, and l,000 stand-alone 
riences suggest that it may end up as an higher educationalinstitutions, Indiahas 

NAVNEET SHARMA &FURQAN QAMAR instrumentfor packing institutions with nomatchin termsofthe number ofhigh-
ereducationinstitutions. With higher ed 

It is good thattheschemeprovides au ucation enrolment exceeding 3.8 crore, 
institutions are seen as islands tonomyto higher education institutions India is simply the second largest systenm 
in themselves. They are often in fixing the remuneration and hono of higher education. As a whole, the sys 

held responsible for widening the gap rarium of 'professors of practice'. Yet, it tem employs 15.03 lakh, faculty mem-
between theory and practice. They are could be suggested that a non-partisan bers. Sadly, over a third of the faculty po 

sitions remain vacant even in premier 
higher educational institutions like the 
Indian Institutes of Technology (UTs). 
The National Institutes of Technology 
(NITs) have been reporting that 40 to 
47% of their faculty positions remain 
vacant. In central and state universities, 
the facultyvacancies could exceed 50%. 

The basic argument that universities 
andcolleges churn outgraduates lacking 
employable skills and thus compelling 
industry to re-train them to make them 
job-ready is equally pernicious. One 
must not ignore the difference between 

auniversityanda polytechnic, an IITand 
an ITI. Universities are not supposed to 
reproduce labour with market-friendly 
traits. Instead, they should be a place 
to deconstruct and decode these rela-

certain kinds of people. 
Tniversities and higher education 

also accused of being archaic and far re- structure would have been better. 
moved from good governance and best 

practices. 
Rarely taken into confidence, they 

are at the receiving end of the new poli-

cies, programmes and schemes thatare 
belched outat regular intervals. Thenew 
National Education Policy, NEP 2020, 
has becomeagood pretextand a harbin-
ger ofmanynewinitiatives. The latest in 
the series is to enable universities and col-

leges to appoint 'Professors of Practice'. 

The name suggests that academia 
and the academic world lack hands-on 

experience and are not practising the 
teaching and research professions well 

enough. t assumes that academia has 
beendisconnected from the worldofpro-
fessions and industry and that roping in 

people from there would be necessary 
to promote industry-academia connect. 

There has never been a moment in 

EXPERIENCE 

tionships. They must provide for evolv-

ing market-industry systems that are 
oppression-free and more egalitarian, 
rather than shaping people to suit these 
crafted hierarchies. 

the history of either colonial or postco-
lonial education where it was stressed 
that those with experience are not bet-
ter offthan those with reason. The new rience of15 yearsor more, will be placed Newmanargues that universities should 
foundlovefor'experience'asamethodof at the highest echelons as professors, teach and work such that knowledge 
knowingismore about disdainfor reason and to believe thatthis will not affect the should be pursued for its own sake to 
and raional knowledge. It is to craft a alreadystructured hierarchiesofassoci- cutivate (wo)men in liberal education, 
newwedge between educational institu- ateandassistant professors will be naive. which must not be servile, physical, or 

tions andsociety by fanning the Harvard 
versus hard work debate. 
NEP'soveremphasis on mulidiscipli mightturnouttobeappalling in practice. long struggle with teacher-centic edu 

nary, interdisciplinary.and trans-discipli- With no formal qualification, teaching cation, has arrived at a learner-centric 
naryapproaches without finely combing and research experience, and publica-
differences among them also has led to tions,itmightfurtheraccentuate the rel- cio-economic background, her learn-

the beliefthat academia is not for practi- evance of degrees andacademic rigour. 

tioners.It failed torecognisethatpractis- It is also likely to impinge adversely on curriculum, and evaluation play an im-

ing any theoretical-rational framework the ranking and accreditation of high- portant role. Practice alone may make 

necessarily required engagement with er education institutions because they one perfect in their vocation, but to 

other disciplines. 
There is no denying that certain voca-

tional andpractice-based disciplines may theschemne. 

benefit fromprofessors of practice. They 

can add valueto domains ike music, act- appointed forayearand then havea max 

ing. management, tourism, hospitality, imunm of three more extensions. They ofEducation, CentralUnversigy 

engineering, technology, coding, agri- shallthusserveamaximumoffouryears, HimachalPrudesh, Dharamsala 

culture, and many other disciplines that whichsounds so similar to the Agnipath and Furqan Qamar is aprofessor at the 

evolved in the twentiethcenturywith the and Agniveer. Consequently, this would FacultyofManagement Studies, Jamia 

longhistorical civilisational interfacebe- bring in one more structure ol adhocism Milha islam11a, New Delh) D 

The professorsof practice, with expe- In his ldea of a University, Cardinal 

Theoretically, the ideamay be appeal- mechanical in nature. 
ing, but there is every possibility that it The discourse of educa on, after a 

approach in which the learner's so-

ing abilities, the context of pedagogy, 

be a professor, one needs to be aware grade andrankinstitutions on many pa-
rameters that have been waived under of the above concerns, which are 

not 'practised' in any other field 

These professors of practice could be butacademia. 
(Sharma teaches in the Department 
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The Telegraph 
MONDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2022 VOL. XLI NO. 119 

IN PRIVATE 

W hat government schools lacked in 
glamour they once made up in width 
and depth of study and aspirations to-

wards social inclusiveness. The recent growth of 
private schools suggests that even their academ-
ic credentials have become suspect. According 
to the Global Education Monitoring Report, 2022 
by Unesco, in the last eight years, seven out of 10 
new schools in India have turned out to be pri-
vate ones. This trend is not exceptional in South 
Asia, where the growth of education for 30 years 
has increasingly relied on private institutions. 
The preference for private schools from pre-pri-
mary to tertiary levels is uniformly high in India, 
whereas in countries such as Bangladesh or Iran, 
any outstanding preference is limited to a single 
level. That only 46 per cent of Indian adults today 
believe that school education is primarily the gov-
ernmene's responsibility is a fairly recent devel-
opment; the government was once supposed to be 

the legitimate fount of the educational structure 
and its institutions. One reason for the shift to pri 
vate schools is the inadequate number of govern-
ment institutions. Besides, the latter's standards 
have not kept up with the aspirations of guardi-
ans in an expanding educational set-up with chil-
dren exposed to dreams and possibilities commu-
nicated through the internet and social media. 

A government's interest in children's school 

ingis not indicated by teaching them patriotism or 
by changing lines in textbooks to create new histo-
ries and new perceptions of the present, but by the 

money it spends. Indian governments-in spite 
of the loud claims of increased allocation by the 
present one-are stingy, spending around 3 to 3.5 
per cent of the gross domestic product on school 
education, which is poor compared to many devel-
oped and middle-income countries. The Unesco's 
concern is with quality and equity in education so 
that no child is left behind. Regulating private and 
State schools equally can ensure that. That is not 
simple in India. The dependence on coaching cen-

tres, on the rise after certain government policies, 
is making the classroom unimportant, while the 
teacher earns more by private coaching. Intense 
competition entangled with econoie comnmit-
ments make students and their parents easy prey 
to profiteering in the ame of lessons, whether in 

side the school or outside it. The bustling world of 

private aund governnment schools guaruntees nei 

ther education nor universal access. Quality aund 

quity are yet to be achieved. 
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Che AssamTribune 
Much needed 

There are certain negative aspects to Assam's employ 
ment scenario which bear reiteration. Traditionally, the peo-
ple of Assam have been sedentary, preferring to stay within 
the State, with only some from the middle class venturing 
out for education and employment. While other regions of 
the Indian mainland in the post-Independence phase have 
witnessed rapid industrialisation, the North East in general 
and Assam in particular have not seen much industrial 
growth, especially employment generating ones. This and 
other factors have resulted in a huge increase in the number 
of unemployed and underemployed youths, and in conse-
quent societal tensions. No doubt, in recent decades, lack of 
employment opportunities has coerced a sizeable segment 
of the Assamese people, especially youths from rural areas, 
to venture out of the State in quest of work, resulting in a 
sudden enlargement of the Assamese diaspora in the rest 
of India. Unfortunately, because these individuals lack spe-
cialised skills, they have found work primarily in the un-
skilled sector, as low paid watchmen, peons, delivery em-
ployees, etc. Obviously, the solution was to empower these 
youths with specialised skills so as to enable them to get 

better paid jobs, the existing vocational schools apparently 
not being up to the task. This is precisely why the upcoming 
Assam Skill University at Mangaldai in Darrang district is 
much needed and can, when completed in 2025, prove to 

be a game-changing institution. 
The Rs 1,000-crore project, undertaken through finan-

cial assistance from the Asian Development Bank, would 
aim at imparting multidisciplinary skill training. It will have 

different departments such as School of Technology, School 
of Design and Creativity, School of Mobility, School of Man-
agement and Finance Training, School of Healthcare, etc., 
which will equp students with skills needed for various 
fields of work, which are not normally available at other 
formal centres of learning. Indubitably, as pointed out by 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, the Skil University 
would immensely assist the upward mobility of the youths 
of the State by empowering them with modernistic skills, 
However, it is moot whether, as hoped by him, the availabil-
ity of a highly skilled workforce would compel major inves-
tors from all over the country and abroad to look at the 
State as one of the most favourable investment destina-
tions, and set up industries here, sonmething that has not 
happened even after over seven decades of Independ-

ence. On the contrary, the danger is real that there might 
be a brain drain of trained skilled workers to outside the 

State due to the absence of appropriate job opportunities. 
It may be noted that Assam has not directly benefited much 

fron the establishment of a prestigious institution like the 

IIT, with very few of its alumni ch0oSing to work within this 
State, and it would defeat the very purpose if sonmething 

Simlar takes place with the Skll University! G{6 
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TI UNDu 

Economics, exclusion 
Use of sole income criterion for quotas is questionable, but it should be madeto Work in anon-excluslonary way 

nthe face of il, a new kind of reservation 
In education and jobs solely based on in COme or economic criterla was destined 

to face va constitutional hurdles. nomically W l provislon in fa wever, 
wno are not eligiblo (EWS) among Eco-

those 
cnt lor Scheduled nty-based quotas 

dcheduled Tribes and otner BaCkwaira Casses, Was ntoaue through an amendment to the Constitution, only a aemonstration that the new quota violated t 
Dasic structure of the Constitution would have 

eudn isiodging it. By a majority of three 
to two, the Supreme Court ot Inda has ruled that 

e a 
Oes not violate the basic struc-

re . In the p 
paradlgm shift in itc co Court has 1 recorded a ma. 

surutes valid afirmative action. 
it has upheld a kind ol reservation that specincal 

ncepuon oI what con 
ne lirst tin 

y excludes thhose from the three existin 
res of bencficlaries and is extended solely on the 

basis of economic criterla. When in Indra Sawh-
vation. h judge Bench upheld OBC Sawh-reser 

urcd exciusion ol advanced 
tions of th sec 
purview, it introducod munities irom its 
d 1r the first time. Howour Oomic crite-

ol Crileria were 

groups 
same time, the Court struck doWn a provlislon for 

usca to exclude individuals, 

Conunued to be eligible for reservati 
t the :A 

O7o Teservation tor economically backwar 

1s introduced by the Congress regime, on the 
round that the Constitution does not provide for 

he logic behinsed on 
economrovide for 

on was tnat reservation is a tool of reparation 0groups excluded from 
advancement due to caste discrimination, while 

it should not become a benefit or reward tor indi-
vidual members of the sameg lave made reasonable progress. This 
verTed in 2019 when t 

ne constitution to provide reservation 

reservati 
mic criteria. nind this scheme ol athrmative ac 

Caste dieeeam aven ues of 

may 

Solely on e Onstitution toe BJP-led Teri 

sOIety on economic criteria to sections other than 
hose er 

OI SCs, STs and ORC. under the Categories 

income criterion as the sole marker lor identify. ncome criterion as tho col o economic or 
th ehciary is obviouslur 
five the point ol view ot equality of opportunity. from All 
hve judges agree that the introduc nomic criterion does not violate the Constitution. an eco 

tice of Indi 11 indra Bhat, with Chief T 
lound th a u.0. Lalit, concurring, has correctly 

at ne exciusion ot groups that already 
enjoy reservation 
of affirmative action H Sng this new form of affirmative action violates the equality norm, which is a basic feature of the Constitution. 

he Constitution Amendment came with 
C5aerable political legiti e with 

ould not mders voted againr i as very 
could not have lightly struck it down. The major 

drament's power t or 
action Thoi a new target for affirmative 

ns whole-heartedly endorse 
communities that benefit from existing reservaion norms, contending that such 

ges 
1ew 

exclusio 
Usion is necesens, contending rom 

ODject of emancipating econo he intended 

tons and, if they are included weaker sec 
entire ldea of providina c undermine 
pproach is clearly avod vaton. 

creates a vertical reservatlon scheme based on 

Decause 
economic weakness, a lactor that could be ap-

n communities, but conscious 
s large segment. There was cUusly ex 

ertu ll reservatlon cannot be uc 
viauon measure, and that a collec. 

this 

was some ne ar 

a pove 

nadon in savour of hi pensato 
Cannot be convertedi ically deprivodmi 

classes ved eme to identify In-auais based on their 

cOnier the same benefit. The vi evels and 
ing income cr erion ol 8 lakh a year has a 

uned by the Court in a separato Oeen ques. 
DIe to result in excessive covor st Is lia-

ally Soci advanced classes. When those exenpted from fi. 
ngITreturns are oniy uhose witn taxable income 
below t2.5 lakh, it makes no sense to extend the 
reservation benelits to secuons earning upto 8 

lakli. Also, Ihe majority view that the 50% c 
s applicable only to caste-Daused quotas and not elng 
or EWS reservation is constitutuonaly unsustain able, as It is A verncan COparent nat is carved 
out ol the open competitlon segment. 

Once the ldea ol lusng economic criterion 
alone is acceptea in principle, as has been done 

even by thhe dissenting opinion, t can only be ar 

gued that the Denelt should have been modulat. Cd to muximise the benehciaries, The ohiuuiat 

economie eancipalion could have been har 
better achieved il the mcome-Dsea reservation had 

Deen irown open lo all sections of society Th 
The fear that some sectons y conera large share 

of the reservaion cake n.id etlher been purtally 

ddressed by the creany ayer norim tor buck 
ward classes, Dut t aisO nesint tn the well-of 

among them wil he to comete im open com 

petitlon. By inttooucn e Cierion ad 
irring OBCs, besides S comnunities, Irom 
the EWS slo, thhere 1s d Cear vol.uon ol equality 

n their elgibilty to al or DT O the open 

conmpetition opporuniaes. tne Overnnent 
should consider both opening ujp ne Ews quota 

1o all conmunitles and keeping the icome crit 

1ety. 

Same level as the inoolne lax slab, to ldentily th 

Creany yer so thl Sone poOTeT Secios ot 

cominunities, 
il they are cowlcd out on the OBC 

or SC/sT merit ist, could still aval of some nes 

dual benelits under the BWS SChene. 

TiOn uc 1ower than the celling. perhaps a the 
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ECONOMICALLY WEAKER SECTIONS VERDICT 

One MoreQuota, With Reservations 
tution. 
Article 15(6) allows for reservations 

for 'economically weaker sectionsof 
citizens' other than the classes men-
tioned in Articles 15(4) and 15(5)-
effectively other than the SCs/STs/ 
other backward classes (OBCs). 
Article 16(6) does the same for public 
employment. 
On Monday a five-judge constitutio 

nal bench of the Supreme Court 
upheld the 103rd constitutional 
amendment by a majority of 3:2.The 
bench, including outgoing Chief 
Justice UU Lalit, heard the petitions 

challenging the EWS quota on the 
grounds that economic criteria could 

not be a basis for granting reservation 
and granting it was violative of the 
basic structure' of the Constitution 
and the 50% limit set by the Mandal 
Commission. 

While hearing the case, the bench 
decided three key issues, on the basis 
of which the constitutional validity of 
the amendment was determined: 
Whether the amendment changed 
the basic structure of the Constitu-
tion by alowing economic status as a 

While the majority view upheld the 
amendment, Chief Justice Lalit and 
Justice S Ravindra Bhat dissernted, 
stating that while reservation on 
economic criteria was not per se 
violative of the basic structure of the 
Constitution, by excluding the poor 
among SCs/STs/OBCs, the amend-
ment allowed forms of discrimina-
tion prohibited under the Constitu 
tion and was clearly contradictory to 
the essence of equal opportuunity'. 
It is important to highlight here that 

the majority bench was cautious 
stating that the reservation should 
have a defined period of time. In this 
context, Justice J B Pardiwala held 
that reservation is not an end but a 

means, and should not be allowed to 
become a vested interest. He also 
insisted that reservation shouuld not 
continue for an indefinite period of 
time so that it, indeed, becomes a 
vested interest. This, perhaps, holds 
the key to both the etfectiveness and 
shortcomings of aifir mative action 
through reservations as a whole. 

Waseem Pangarkar 

Several pleas challenging the validity 
of the 103rd Constitution Amendment 

Space for another katori 

2019 had been filed. Hearings were 
concluded on September 27 by NGOs 
Janhit Abhiyan and Youth for Equali 
ty amongothers, who had challenged 
the amendment on the grounds that 
cconomic classification cannot be the 
basis for reservation. 

factor for reservation. 

Whetherprivate institutions could 
be compelled to follow it 
Whether the quota could exclude 
communities historically sidelined 
based on caste, religious and tribal 
ines. 

The bench, by its majority view, 
upheld the amendment stating that it 
was non-violative of the basic struc 
ture of the Constitution. It stated that 
reservation was an instrument of 

The amendment Act provides for 
reservation of 10% seats in public and 
private ducational institutions, and 
n publicemployment, for the econo-
mically wcaker sections (EWS) of 
ciiens Gther than scheduled castes 
(Cs), cheduled tribes (STs) and 
ILially and educationally backward 
iasys The anendment introduced 

afitirmative action to ensure an 'all 
inclusive march towards an egalitari-
an society' and the 2019 amendment 
could not be struck down on the 
grounds of being discriminatory Atides L76) and 166) into the Consti The writer is serntor partner, LZM Legal 
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EWS ruling will 
shape quota law 

The SC judgment on EWS will influence future 
policy debates and fresh demands for quotas 

Tndia's affirmative action programme is shaped by 
two landnmark events. The first was in the 1950s 
when a young country was looking to uplift 

Lmillions out of destitution. In the face of judgments 
striking down caste-based quotas as unconstitutional, 
the government amended the Constitution to explicitly 

state that reservation to uplift a section of society was 
not violative of the doctrine of equality. The second 
was in the 1990s, when the country was in churn over 

movements (and counter-movements) around quotas 

for backward groups. A 1992 watershed verdict of the 
Supreme Court (SC) ruled that quotas were lawful, but 
fixed a 50% upper ceiling and said well-to-do sections 
of a community were not eligible to avail quotas, 
creating the concept of creamy layer. 

Monday may well be a third such event. By a 3-2 
verdict, the SC upheld the 103rd Constitution 
Amendment Bill that created 10% reservations for 
economicaly weaker sections (EWS).Created in 
January 2019, months before general elections, the 
EWS quota was politically dificult to oppose, given it 
was packaged as a pro-poor move, though by 

excluding groups already under the reservation 
umbrella, it was effectively a pitch to upper castes and 
dominant communities. Three judges of the court 
backed the quota while two others opposed it, but 
mainly due to the fact that scheduled castes, tribes and 
backward groups were excluded even though these 
sections make up the bulk of India's poor. 

The SC's split decision marks a pivotal moment for 
three reasons. One, by saying that the 50% cap for 
quotas in publicjobs and education was desirable but 
not infexible or inviolable (and holding that the 
context of whether it was obtained under Articles 
15(4), 15(5) or 16(4) of the Constitution is important), 
the verdict may open the door for further movement 
around fresh quota demands. Given economic distress 
and shrinking government employment, it is almost 
certain that more communities will clamour for 
quotas in the future. Two, for the first time, an 
economic yardstick will be the sole criterion to 
determine eligibility for an aftirnmative action 
programme. This breaks from precedents and past 
definitions of backwardness that always pivoted on 
socioeconomic conditions and histories of oppression. 
Given that surveys show large sections of lndia's 
population back income-based quotas, it remains to be 
seen how economic parameters shape the reservation 
mechanism in the years to come. And three, with the 
EWS quota in place, an overwhelming majority of the 
country is now eligible for one form or other of 
reservation. It will be interesting to see whether this 
expansion changes the politics around reservation, 
especially the vocal opposition of upper caste groups 
and the now-debunked link between quotas and merit 
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MANDAL PLUS 
SCorder on EWS quota takes the reservation debate beyond 

caste, can redefine welfare - and politics around it 

T 
HE MAJORITY VERDICT by the five-judge Supreme Court bench endorsing 

the 103rd Amendment offers an expansive view of the affirmative action 
vision offered by the Constitution. The 103rd Amendment, passed by 
Parliament in 2019, had inserted clauses in Articles 15 and 16, which allowed 

the government to introduce quotas for economically weaker sections of the society that 
did not avail of other reservation verticals. The majority verdict has rejected a challenge 
against the amendment, which argued that it violated the basic structure of the 
Constitution. The dissentingjudgment by Justice S Ravindra Bhat has held that while an 

economic quota is justified for accessing public goods including subsidies (Article 15), it 
can't be extended to reservation(Article 16), which seeks representation of the commu-
nity. So far, legal and policy debates on structural discrimination in India have focussed 
mostly on the social category of caste: Instruments such as scholarships were mooted to 

alleviate economic inequalities whereas reservations in education and employment were 

instituted to end discrimination rooted in caste. 
The Modi government's decision to introduce EWS quota and the SC imprimatur on 

it moves the needle beyond the Mandal debate, which weighed in favour of caste reser-

vation. Expectedly, parties that claim the legacy of socialjustice movements such as the 
DMK and Dalit groups have raised the apprehension that the introduction of a 10 per 

cent EWS quota could impinge on the opportunities available for Dalits and OBCs, sug 
gesting that the move is politically fraught with the potential to polarise on caste lines. The 

government must engage with the concerns flagged in the dissentingjudgment and ad-

dress the fears of Dalits as well as socially and educationally backward classes. The EWNS 
quota is of a piece with the Centre's attempt to fashion a new welfare architecture by 

reading class with caste. It has imbibed the spirit of creamy layer, formulated by the apex 

court in Indra Sawhney (1992) to exclude the economically better-off OBC candidates 
from the ambit of reservation, to explore differentiated quotas for the OBCs as well as re-

ligious minorities. The Justice Rohini Commission on OBC subcategorisation, the move to 
look at the conditions of Pasmanda Muslims, the panel to look into quotas for Dalit 

Christians, all recently constituted, are premised on the principle that economic well-

being has to be considered in policy deliberations on discrimination. This shift in ap-

proach towards social inclusion and welfare, even without diluting the existingreserva-
tion for SCs, STs and OBCs, may lead to a reconfiguration of political allegiances. 

Caste continues to be the primary category of discrimination, but norms of depriva 
tion could also include gender, economic status, region and so on. While the step to in 

clude poverty as a cause of discrimination and to propose redress is welcome, expand-
ing the economic pie remains the principal imperative. That will need heavy lifting. sOCLal, 
economic and political, and could, three decades after Mandal, reshape the politics of atf 

firmative action towards bemg muclh more mclusive. {sl7 
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The poverty test 
EWS verdict underscores that judiciary has been a 

reluctant supporter of caste-based reservation 

FAIZAN NMUSTAFA 

THE INDIAN CONSTTTUmON as a social docu-
hon is for the erstwhile general cand1dates 
The Rs8-lakh family 1ncome provision covers 
Over 90 per cent of our populaton 

Constitutional amendments are rarely 
struck down since this can be done only on 

the narrow ground of the amendment being 
violative of the basie structure of the 
Cornsditution Since 1973, when the basic struc-
ture doctrine was propounded, over 70 
amendments h 
have so far been struck down. The NJAC was 
the last one in 2016 

idual, unlike caste discnmination. it carnes ment promises social jushce and therefore, 

mandates making of special prov1sions in 
favour of those who have been histoncally dis-
niminated against Due to political and elec-
toral compulsions rather than constitutional 

promises. successive govemments, invanably 
on the eve of electons, have been tweaking 
the reservauon policy. So. it was not surpnsing 
when the Modi government introduced 10 
per cent reservation for the economically 
backward communities ahead of the 2019 
general elecuon The Supreme Court has now 
upheld the validity of the 103rd constitutional 
amendment. The amendment had many 
firsts. For instance, economic cnterion was 

no social stigma The Court has gone against 
the earlier precedents on this point, which ts 
why Justice Bhat was not able to persuade 
himself to agree wth this reason1ng parteu-
larly when SC/ST OBC categones have been 
xcluded. The majonty was of the view thar 

such an exclusion was inevitable for the true 
operanon and effect of new policy. if existng 

I been passed but only five beneficlaries are not excluded. it would 
amount to excessive benefñit and advantage 
Jushce Maheshwan said that in the vertcal 
neservanon providecd o these groups also, oth-
ers are excluded. He went on to say that those 

ground of basic structure-the width test that who are themselves receving the benefit of 
examines the boundanes ofamending power others' exclusion cannot object to their excl-

and the identity test under which the sionin the reservadon policy made for others 
Supreme Court examines whether the latest Justice Bhat observed that since the bulk of 

the poorest people belong to SC ST OBC 

Conshrution. No amendment can change the groups, their exclusion is not nght. The ma-

personality of the Constitution. To satisfy the jonity was also of the view that Parliament is 
test, one has the heavy burden to prove that enntled to expenment with new polices 

The majonty also ated a number of ear-
ier judgments on the 50per cent celhing such 

India's affimative action programnme so as NM Thomas( 1976) in which Justices Fazal 
Ali and V R Krishna lyer observed that the 

and soal bickwardness The extension of this anthmedcal limit cannot be pressed too far 
In Vasanth Kumar ( 1985) Justce Chinnappa 
Reddy observed thar "for a court to say that 
eservanon should not exceæd-0 per cent, 50 
per cent or 60 per cent would be arbitrary and 

the Constiudon does not pemt us to be ar 

bitrary". Even mdru aawhney had kepta small 

window for the govemment to go beyond the 
S0 per cent cellung. The rd queston is would 

the Court hive pemutted such a brech at the 
all-ndia level ú the sanme had been done for 

As per M Nagaruj (2006), there are two 
tests that courts use in any challenge on the 

provided for this new category of affimative 
action: The Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tnbes and non-creamny layer Other Backward 
Classes were excluded from the newly in-
serted clauses of Article 15(4) and 16(4). The 
ceihng of 50 per cent reservation was 
breached and the individual rather than the 

amendment alters the identity of the 

the Constitution after the amendment is vir-
tually unrecognisable. group became the basis of backwardness 

Jusuce Ravinder Bhat and the outgoing Chief 
Jusbce of India U U Lalit, however, dissented 
with the majority view of Justices Dinesh 
Maheshwan, Bela Trivedi and) B Pardiwala. 

A closer look at the judicial response to 

reservation poliaes from Dorairajan (1951)to 
MR Balaji ( 1963) to Indra Sawhney ( 1992) to 
M Nagaraj (2006) shows that the Indhanjudi-
Ciary has not been quite supportive of such 
poliaes. ln many cases, it Created new condi-

tions in the implementabon of such poliaes by 
introduang several exdusions/docmines/rules 

etc. In fact, Parliament had to amend the 

Consttuuon tirough the 77thamendment to 

overtum Indra Sawlhney judgnent against 
reervation in promouons. Similariy. the 85th 
Consotutional amendment was passed to 

undo the Virpal S1ngh Chauhan( 1995) and Ajit 
Sing(1999) Judgments that had introduced 
the "catdh up rule" under which general can-

didatrs,who are promoled after SC/ST cand-

dates, wiil rgain Uheir seiOnly over earier 

promoted sC/sT candidates 

Basally. indian courts have bernemplha-

ng menit and have been concened about 

he diluton of "meut In several reærvation 

nelis, le ourts .Jve been more nterested 

in prdec tng the mterests of general cate 

fe As J iTalier of lact, the WS iesrerva 

far was catenng to only historical injustices 

benefit to others, in the opinion of Justice 
Maheshwan, won't change the tdenty of the 
Constitution. He observed that the new neser-

A closer look at the judicial 
response to reservation 

policies from Dorairajan 
(1951) to MR Balaji (1963) 
to Indra Sawhney (1992) to 

M Nagaraj (2006) shows 

hat the Indian judiciary has 
not been quite supportive of 

such policies. In many cases 

vaion is in furtherance of the Preamble's goal 
of achieving justice - soCial, economic and 

political. The other judges were also of the 
view that anyprovision that is consistent with 
fundamental rights and dinective pnncaples 
cannot be held to be n the teeth of the bisic 

structure doctnne. 
The majonity verdict is nght un sayung that 

though reservationonconomic bisis is new 

t has not nmade the Constinudon uncognis-

able. Justice Maheshwarn his quoteda num-

ber ot judgments in which povertywas me-

tioned asa fundanmental source or 

the exishng beneficaans of the reservanon 
poicy. Justce Maheshwan dmtted sowhen 
he obseved that the 50 per cent humut was for 
the benefit oi general cadhchites udit causes 
o unusice to the reservedcategones Justice 
Bhat, theugh, teit thes nmay open the toodates 

Surpristngy. whule the njonty judges 

have raised questvns about the desrabhty 
of continung the reservaton poiy, they 
themseves have upheld the extension of 
eservabontoa new group Ony ame will teii 
t ths is the begnnung of the ernt of arthimaene 

it created new conditions in 

the implementation of such 
policies by introducing 

several exclusions, doctrines, 
rules, etc. ln fact, Parliamen 
had to amend dhe 

bicwaniness Justice Invedi saud the leguslr 
ue best understands the needs of the peo 

ple. The naonty does have a xount un holdug 
thatthe basic strnucrure doxuue does iox buxl 

Constitution through the 

77h amendment to oveiturn 
lndra Sawhney judgmen 

Parluunent trom layung down the economic 
mtenon Such abisis does not unputge on the 

equality code ot the Constituton Justice 
Mateshivan held that AVerty is onerelya 
stage of stgJaon but pount of egrmsion 

But then xDnonuc dsadvantage s nd-

gamst Ieservatnon in he writer Sa corLsnn.torndí kuw expert 

Venus are persanal 1OOOns 
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Pyrrhic victory 
Govt has won EWS quota case in the Supreme 

Court but the victory may be difficult to handle 

he Supreme Court's verdict, allowing a 10 per cent quota in jobs and education 

institutions for the poor or economically weaker sections (EWS), is a major vic-

tory for the Narendra Modi Government which had brought it before the 2019 gen-
eral elections. The Government stands vindicated on a critical issue. But the split judg-

ment cannot be called a win for our democracy as well, for a red line has been crossed 

the 50 per cent cap on reservations. lt may be recalled that even the most enthusias-

tic social justice warriors in the Mandal era did not cross that line. Former prime min 
ister VP Singh, who inaugurated the era, did not propose to augment the quota per 

centage, he wanted 27 per cent reservation for other backward classes (0BCs), thus 

taking the total to 49.5 per cent. The EWS quota was aimed at the category of people 

nOt belonging to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, or OBCs; in effect, it sought to 

Cover the s0-called upper castes. It was immediate-

y contested by various petitioners. Justices Dinesh 

Maheshwari, Bela M Trivedi, and JB Pardiwala favoured 

the quota, whereas Chief Justice UU Lalit and Justice 
S Ravindra Bhat dissented. The verdict implies that 
neither the EWS quota nor the breach of the 50 per 
Cent cap can be regarded as a violation of the basic 
structure of the Constitution. 

In his dissent, Justce Bhat said: "Amendrmernt prac 
tices consttutionally prohibited discriminations and 
strikes at the heart of the quality code. Allowing breach 
of the 50 per cent cap set on reservation can lead to 

further infractions which can result in compartmen-
talisation." He hit the nail on the head: the kind of polit-

cians we have, only an incorrigible optimist would sáy that there would be no more 
demands for reservations as all sections have been covered; our leaders will ind or 
invent new pretexts for more reservations. The 50 per cent cap was a good compro-
mise between social justice and merit. But the Bharatiya Janata Party, after losing Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhatisgarh Assembly elections at the fag-end of 2018, opted 
for short-term political gains and brought the 103rd Constitutional Amendment intro-
ducing the EWS quota. It didn't occur to the saffron party that reservation politics was 
not ts strong point, for it is predicated upon the assumptions which are uncharitable 
to Hindu society. This is the reason that the RSS, nucleus of the safron farnily, is uncom-
fortable with caste-based quotas. The country has witnessed a large number of agi-
tations by various castes and communities demanding reservations, many of which 
went violent. At a time when the employment scenario is grim and government jobs 
are at premIum, more quota stirs cannot be ruled out; and now that the cap has been 

breached, there can be demands to include more groups. Neither the Government nor 

t 
the BJP would like to face such an eventuality. But, if it happens, they would have no 
one but themselves to blame. The Government has won but it's a pyrrhic victory. 

6 
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Use of educatiomal technology in the Indian 
Jovernment al prvate schoos 

KIRAN DHAM ing the integrity of their educational 

programmes in both government 
and private schools effectively and 

efficienty. 
Incorporating Sklll Development 
Through Digltal Resources: Under 
the NEP 2020 the focus areas of the 
reforms seek to cultivate '2lst-cen-
tury skills' among students, includ-

ing critical thinking, problem-solv-
ing, creativity and digital literacy. 
Multilingualism has been given spe-
cial emphasis in the NEP under 

three-language pro+ciency and to 

incorporate this, special digital labs 
are being placed in the schools. This 

will help in developing language 
learning as skill anmong learmers. 
Enhancing Teaching Skllls Through 
Technology: To ensure the optimum 
usage of the digital solutions and 
create a revised, improved and tech-

nologically empowered learning 
ecosphere in government Schools, a 

major focus has been placed on 

training teachers and upskilling 
them as per the evolving pedagogical 
rends. 
All things consldered 

With technology at their dispos-
al, students not only have access to 
quality education but also get inter-

active ways of pursuing their cours-
es. The curriculum, which seemed 
hard to opimise previously, is now 
updated ffequently without ham-
pering the whole system. The edu-
cational resources are available for a 
minute fee or, in some cases, iree, 
which has facilitated access to edu-
catdon for everybody. 

Web-based systems with infra 
structure in place save money and 
time, reach a larger student pool, and 
are extremely secure. This has been 
possible due to the careful planning, 

coordination, and right execution of 
the policies with the amalgamaion 
of new-age technologies. In the days 
to come, digital education will wit 
ness a surge in demand and change 
the landscape of the educational sys-
tem in India. The accelerated adop-
tion of technology, rapid digitalisa-
tion and affordable intemet will have 
positive long-term impacts on the 

educational sector, which will shape a 
new normm for both private and gov-
ernment schools. 

with top-notch facilities to provide 
quality education. With the help of 

the established infrastructure along 
with the intenet, smartphones and 
tablets, most private schools can 

facilitate eLeaning, and students are 

able to study remotely from home. 
In addition, conducting examina-

tions, Writing assignments and tak-
ing attendance have also become 
easier with the adoption of new-age 
technolo8y and proper equipment. 

Digitalisation in educationhas paved 

the way for modern learning tools 
and methods for reaching students 

in remote areas of the nation. 

Sgnlilcant use of Digltal Boards/ 
Interactive Displays 

The ministry of human resource 
development has already launched 
"operation digital board", which has 
initiated the usage of interactive dig-
ital boards across all the schools. The 

its beneits, including children from 
government schools, thanks to the 
advent of technology and supporting 
government policies. It has not only 
increased the accountability of 

teachers but also equalised the state 
of disproportionate distribution of 

education services by delivering 
information with a rich learning 

ndia has been one of the hardest-
hit countries by the pandemic 
affecting every aspect of the com-

Lmunity. Beyond the adverse 

impact on human lives, there was also 
a major disruption in access to educa-
tion for Indian students, with almost 
1.5 million schools closed and 247 mil-
lion children affected by it, according 
to UNICEF. However, the educational 
system in India instigated every effort 
to reach the students and ensured that 

1C 
d 

initiative of the programme was to 

empower students with quality edu-
cation in Indi� with the help of cut 

experence. 
Vlrtual Classroom and Learning 
Managemont Systems (LMS) are 

supportlng porsonallsed learning 
siu dds 

P-22w d 
education is not interrupted. Indeed, 
the closure of schools affected the edu-
cation system in a punitive manner, 
but it also gave birth to new methods 

of remote learning with the help of 

new-age technologY. 
Technology at disposal: How Indlan 

3chools are benefitting 
Technology has simplified the 

unconditional accessibility of educa-
tion to students regardless of a phys-
ical infrastructure and looking at the 
timeless benefits of this practice most 

of the educational instituions, gov-
ernment and private have totally 

accepted its viability. Govemment 
has taken number of initiatives to 

promote, implement and optimize 

usage of technology in classroomns 

which works towards settling the 
wide gap existing between the rural 
and urban education. Similarly in 

gOvernment schools, to provide 
online teaching, government has 
focussed towards putting equal effort 

in training teachers and establish 

digital infrastructure with heavy 

equipment. This has led to the 

advancement of traditional teaching 
methods to tackle issues such as a 

w O 
b53s 

a 

Cirerea s 

TaXbI 

a P-2l+2w 

jaxp 
Previously, leam-

ers in remote and distant 
areas were not able to access 

desired, quality education because 
of in accessibility of resources. This 
created a huge gap in the quality of 
students coming from urban and 
rural areas of the country regardless 

already used this technolo- of student's talent and capability 
However, the introduction of virtual 
classroom solution is now helping to 
revive educational quality by mak-
ing desired educatdon accessible dig-
itally and facilitating personalised 
education. Technological tools are 

helping teachers to provide more 
differentiated learning based on 

students' performance and 

abilities. By empowering 
teachers to develop courses, 

deliver instruction, foster 

ting-edge technolo 
gy. Several developed 

nations and well-estab-
lished sectors in India have 

shortage of teachers and insufficient 

resources. 
Private schools have already 

catered to the educational 

needs of students who are 

able to afford them. The 
infrastructure 

8y. Learners who were not 
able to afford this advanced 

method are now 
able to enjoy 

online 
education has 
been set up 

for 

communication, and col-

laboration among stu-
dents, evaluate student 
success, and provide 

other learning resources; the 
LMS aids schools in maintain-

Tne author is CEO of Globus Infocom umited 
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Let's Be Clear On Quotas 
EWS, like OBC, is about caste, not class. We should stop pretending reservations are about the poor 

D Shyam Babu 
class-based. 

The failure to set transparent and 
rigorous selection criteria to be deter-

mined and executed by a non-political 
authority always results in a plethoraof 
controversies -and often forces creation 

Our founding fathers 
had set up, through the 
Constitution, a small 
gate and a narroW path 
that would lead the 
nation to a just social 

order by limited reservations. But over 
the decades, governments widened the 
gate and broadened the path to such an 
extent that any and every group can be 
granted some quota. And the judiciary 
provides its enthusiastic support to this 
policy elasticity. Now it is no longer very 
clear what the Constitution of India 
stipulates, envisages or merely allows, 

OBC 
of new quotas 

OBC quotas are meant to be quotas 
for economically 
among non-SC/ST lower castes. The 
current EWS variant is quotas for 
upper castes wherein the creamy layer is 
excluded. By maintaining two different 

lefinitios of economic backwardness 
we can produce a situation where an 
EWS candidate can be far richer than an 

EWS 

weaker sections 

S ST 
OBC candidate. This is the problem with 
arguing that quotas other than those 
for SC/STs are class-based quotas. They 
really aren't. 

So, why not simply accept that since 
India is a caste-based society, our policy 
preferences must reflect this reality? In 
doing so, we could save ourselves from a 
lot of trouble- for example, being forced 
toread something that is not really there 
in the Constitution or providing justifi 
cations for so-called socialjustice policies 
that beg too many questions and also 
create more problems than they solve. 
Calling a caste a caste, not a class, will 
bring clarity to discussions and also 
have larger benefits. 

For example, the government is right 
in not removing the creamy layer from 
SC/ST candidates - because it can be 

or indeed downright prohibits. 
The apex court held on Monday that 

the 10% quota reserved in government 
jobs and seats in educational institu-
tions for the Economically Weaker 
Sections (EWS) among the upper castes 
is constitutional. 

The rub is that one cannot find an 
article in the Constitution that envisages 
quotas for the EWS. Moreover, one 
cannot even cite an argument or a 
sentiment expressed in the Constituent 
Assembly that supports quotas for a 

section of the upper castes merely 
because they are poor. 

The government inserted exceptions 
to Articles 15 and 16, that too to give 
effect to Article 46, a Directive Principle, 
which requires promoting educational 
and economic interests of weaker 
sections. Therefore, upper castes are now 
treated as a part of 'weaker sections'. 

The larger irony of the saga of EWS 
quotas is the implicit admission by the 
government that even sections of upper 

But that's not the case. 

Why not simply accept that 
since India is a caste-based 
society, our policy preferences 
must reflect this reality? 
In doing s0, we could save 
Ourselves from a lot of trouble- and backwardness that only quotas can 

By allowing the government to provide 
job quotas to any section of its choice 
as an exception to thefundamentalright 
to equality, the court, since the Indra 
Sawhney verdict in 1992, ended up giving 
the executive a carte blanche. Instead, 
the court could have forced the govern-
ment to seriously consider Article 335 of 
the Constitution. That's because this 
article, while allowing quotas, demands 
such quotas should be consistent 
"with the maintenance of efficiency of 
administration". Ourselves from a lot of trouble-castes suffer from such levels of poverty 

for example, being forced to 
read something that is not 

really there in the Constitution 
or providing justifications for 

so-called social justice policies ward Classes (OBCs), the court seems to 

that beg too many questions 
and also create more problems 
than they solve. Calling a caste 
a caste, not a class, will bring 

clarity to discussions and also 
have larger benefits 

justly argued that governments should 
be able to recruit the best talent among 
these sections. The governnment should 
similarly be able to recruit the best 
talent from any other caste and if some 
quotas facilitate this process, there 
should be no need to give additional 
justifications. 

Similarly, if governments come 
clean on their intent to provide quotas to 
different caste groups, every political 
party wil be freed îrom the burden of 
pretending that the reservation policy is 
about serving the poor. Other welfare 
policies can be tailored for the poor: The 
quota policy can simply be about power 
plays between caste groups, political 
parties and governments. 

The writer is Senior Fellow, Centre for 
Pollcy Research. Views are personal 

Whether newer and newer quotas 
meet that test should have been the 

uplift them. 
One can, of course, argue and many 

do that every generation must be able to 
alter its laws to suit its requirements. 
Since the Indra Sawhney verdict in 1992 
that upheld quotas for the Other Back-

haveagreed with the governmene's broa-
der point that social and political realities 
demand expanding the ambit of quotas 
to include OBCs-and now EWS. 

, It's also argued that since the 
precedent for quotas was set under Article 

335 for the SC/STs, adding other groups 
ipso facto should not be such a heresy 

court's question to all governments. 
True, the government inserted an 
exception to the efficiency clause in 
2000 for the SC/STs. But Article 335 still 
requires a balance between equity and 
administrative efficiency 

The OBC and EWS quotas don't 
undergo any scrutiny. Unlike in the 
case of SC/STs whose selection is auto 
matic since the basis is their caste/ 
tribe, the OBC and EWS candidates are 

apparently, and on paper, selected due 
to their relative poverty, that is they are 
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PAUL RICOEUR 

EWS Survives 
SC rightly okays economic criteria for quotas. But 

questions remain on 'breaching 50% quota cap 
The 3-2 Supreme Court verdict upholding the 103rd Constitution 

Amencdment Act that provided 10°% reservation for EConomi-
cally Weaker Sections has given the stamp of legitimacy to 

economic criteria for reservations. This is welcome. The poor, 
irrespective of social group, are at a disadvantage and affirmative 
actions, reservations included, should be considered. However, the 

harp disagreement between the majority and minority judgments on the question of 50% cap onreservations may have set the stage for 

future controversies. 
The majority verdict said the 50% cap was for existing reserva-

tions while EWS is an entirely new criterion. But critics are arguing 

that Monday's verdict marks the first time SC has allowed breach of 
the 50% cap. The constitutional challenge to the 76th Amendment 

Act, 1994, where Parliament insulated Tamil Nadu's 69% reservation 
from Judicial review, is still pending. Justice Ravindra Bhat, in his 

dissenting verdict, referred to those 
pending petitions. He argued the 
majorityview was "a gateway for further 
infractions". Justice Maheshwari, in 
his majority verdict, highlighted that 
the 50% cap is applicable for backward 
classes, SCs and STs. But it is not 
certain that the interpretation of the 
majority in the constitution bench will 

subsequent 
attempts at getting new quotas. Plus, 
many socially dominant groups aren't 
satisfiedwitha10% "general category" 

quota. So, it's likely that as various interest groups parse the words 

necessarily guide all 

of thejudges, the EWSruling won't be the final word. 
The politics underpinning the EwS quota had run its course by 

the 2019 Lok Sabha elections. The exclusion of OBCs, SCs and STs 
from the EWS quota was politically deemed necessary because Gol 
had sensed considerable heartburn among unreserved groups, So, 
it saw the exclusion of already reserved groups from a narrow 10% 
band as a compromise worth making to address upper caste angst. 
But another kind of politics can start following the EWS ruling and 
as the poll schedule gets busier. 

Lostin all this will be questions like whether the Rs8lakh income 
ceiling makes sense in terms of helping the truly deprived since the 
annualper capita incomeforafive-memberhousehold is Rs 6.5 lakh, 
as per available data. To truly benefit the poor, deprivation needs 
quantification via extensive government surveys, But such 
empirical exercises no longer find official favour: K\IO 
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The Telegraph 
TUESDAY 8 NovEMBER 2022 vOL. XLI NO. 120 

DEBATABLE 
ew would object to opportunities created for 

the poor. But the Centre's decision to provide 
reservations to economically wealker sec-

tions among the general category or non-sched-
uled castes through a constitutional amendment 
touched on too many debatable issues to go down 
smoothly. That yesterday's Supreme Court ver 
dict in response to petitions challenging the 
amendment was split three to one, with the major 
ity reportedly ruling that the amendment did not 
go against the basic structure of the Constitution, 
indicated that it was not simple. The 10 per cent 
EWS quota for educational institutions and gov 
ernment jobs would be separate from quotas for 
scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and other back-

ward classes. That seems fair and square. The 
EWS reservation, however, depends on the under 
standing of various concepts social justice, for 
example. Does socialjustice include economicjus-
tice or are the two distinct? The chief minister of 
Tamil Nadu, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam's M.K. 
Stalin, has declared the EWS quota to be a setback 
to social justice, while the Bharatiya Janata Party 
is overjoyed by what it claims to be Narendra 
Modi's triumph in his mission to uplift the poor. 

Greeting these reservations as a pro-poor move 

is heartening, yet it leaves some discomfort in its 
wake. The quota is declaredly not for those who 
come under other reservations umbrellas; the 
poor among SC/ST and OBC groups are exclud-
ed. The Constitution is against discrimination 
and in favour of equality. But the Supreme Court 
dismissed the petitioners' objections on this score 
since the Constitution's basic structure is nothurt 
by the EWS quota. Obviously, then, representa 
tion- rather, the lack of it- is not the basis of 
reservations, neither, necessarily, is educational 
and social backwardness caused by historical 
injustice. The EWS quota was brought up by the 
BJP in 2019, before the elections. No doubt the 
upper caste majoritarian community would be 

grateful, now that 2024 looms. The huge non-up-
per caste population may be less entranced. The 
poorer among them, who often find it difficult to 
access the fruits of reservations anyway, may 
perceive an additional advantage being officially 
given to the upper castes; Dalits in general may 
fail to appreciate the importance of an exclusion-

ary pro-poor policy. No doubt the government will1 
tread with care in the matter, since the sentiments 

of so many of its people are concerned. O 
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TheTribune 
ESTABLISHED IN 1881 

Reservation for EWS 
Supreme Court upholds validity of legislation 

LMOST four years after the enactment of the Constitution (103rd 

Amendment) Act, which provides for 10 per cent reservation for 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) in admissions and govern 

ment jobs within the general category, the Supreme Court has upheld 

the validity of this legislation. In a 3:2 verdict, the court has observed that 

the Act does not violate essential features of the Constitution. An eco-

nomic criterion for giving reservation does make sense; it's an onerous 

task for students and job aspirants to pursue their goals in the face of 

miserable financial conditions. Thejudgment is expected to benefit mil-

lions of EWS families whose gross annual income is below Rs 8 lakh. 

The split verdict, however, has laid bare lack of unanimity among the 

Bench's judges on the contentious issue. Justice S Ravindra Bhat has 

observed: "Reservation on economic criterion is per se not violative...(but) 

by excluding the poor among SC/ST/OBC from economically backward 

classes, the amendment practises constitutionally prohibited forms of dis-

crimination. The exclusion neglects this principle and strikes at the heart 

of the equality code. Outgoing CJI UU Lalit has concurred with Justice 

Bhat's view 'in its entirety'. Though Justice Pardiwala has upheld the 

EWS amendment, he has made it clear that 'reservation is not an end, it 

is a means; it should not be allowed to become a vested interest.' 

The basic purpose of reservation is to reduce inequality and help 

out disadvantaged groups. The EWS quota also has a key role to play 

in pulling people out of poverty, even as there will undoubtedly be 

fewer opportunities now for general-category candidates who don't 

belong to EWS. The onus is on the lawmakers to extend the econom-

ic criterion to reservation in SC/ST/OBC categories. It's lamentable 

that families which are no longer economically backward continue to 

enjoy the fruits of reservation, generation after generation. It is imper-

ative to review quotas from time to time to assess whether they are 

actually benefiting the needy or not. Uplifting the underprivileged 

calls for a multi-pronged strategy: the importance of short-term and 

long-term welfare schemes cannot be overestimated. Putting all the 

eggs in the reservation basket should not be the way forward. 3 
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The Supreme Court verdict on EWS quota reveals how discrimination law in India is in disarray 

Whose Priority Is ltAnyway? 
find themselves enamoured by the for-
malism of the law. And so, wide-rang-
ing arguments against the EWS ame 
ndmentrelied on existing rules on res-
ervations, which were aimed at the so-
cial and educational backwardness of 
groups and their inadequate represen-
tation. Buthow does this in any way di-
minish the significance of the disad-
vantages faced by the poor? 

Arecent report by the United Natio 

Lalit Panda 
nMonday a five-judge bench ns specialrapporteur on extreme pov 
ruled on the validity of the erty and human rights is illuminating 
103rd Constitutional Amend on this point: poverty 'restricts access mentthat was passed in 2019 to employment, education, housing or 
toenablereservationsfor'ec socialservices', discourages enjoyment 

onomically weaker sections' (EWS). A of rights and social goods, and results 
majority of three judges upheld the in prejudice, stereotyping and other 
amendment. As readers will no doubt formsof discrimination. The mesage 
be aware, Indian courts are not only should be clear: equality takes aim at 
able to strike down laws that violate unjustifiedsocial disadvantages. Reser Getting ahead in line by having others go behind 
the Constitution, but they can also stri- vations have only ever beenamedium. 
ke down constitutional amendments 

that violate certain basic principles of Defining Discrimination 
the Constitution. The principle in qu- The core disagreement between the remains that they excluded members 
estion in the EWS case was the funda three judges in the majority and the of those classes from being considered contempt is treated as the marker for 
mentalright to equality 

The startingpoint, then, is this: does the question of 
preferentialtreatment infavourof tho-
se suffering from economic disadvan-
tage change our constitutional order by now that a range of contemporary 

into something unrecognisable! All f+- controversies centre on the question of have earlier received seats andjobs wo 
ve judges could not accapt this view in discrimination. These relate,for insta- uld be deprived of these precisely bec 
principle, thoughgovernmentjobsrem- nce, to the Citizenship (Amendment) ausea forward-class.member is consid 
ained a sticking point. Many petition-

tions did not disturb the existing quo inthe EWS amendment, not the econo 
tas for backward classes, the fact still miccriteria for compensating poverty 

The second fails because if legislative 

two dissenting judges came down to as'economically weaker, even if they discrimination, lawmakers will simply 
would otherwise meet the indicators hide their hatred. The effects must be hat forlorn sibling of 

the right to equality: the right against of economic disadvantage evolved by what count 
discrimination. It should be no secret thegovernment. 

Backward class members whowould Priorityand Equality 
But whatabout the poor among the for 
ward castes? The government did not 
make out agood enough case to justify 
exclusion based on caste. Arguably th-Act, the hijab ban, women in places of ered'economically weak' enough tore-

ers challeneing the BWS reservations worship personal laws and the TUni ceive priority. The majority opinions ough,his underscores thefact thatdis strenuously argued that, as one judge form Civil Code (UCC), temple admin in the judgment defend this exclusion crimination law in India is in disarray in the majority put it, 'reservation...is istration, domicile reservations, mar bypointing tothe adequacy of the exis 
itself reserved'for thosegroups thatal-
ready benefitfom it, and thatit simply 
couldnot beused forpovertyalleviation. pend on what courts say on the as-yet 

These claims werea sienificantmis underdeveloped feld of Indian discri. Justifñication is inadequate The Consti. tes and in favour of disadvantaged 
understanding of the terms on which mination law The Ewsjudgment, asit tution has a clear prohibition on dis- ones. Butthere is amissing piece here 
this legal battle was being fought, as 
well as a betrayal of the principles of 
socialjustice. 

riage equality, and maritalrape. 
The answers to all of these issues de advantages of the backward classes. 

- even the judges were talking past 
each other The dissent argued that 
caste discrimination could only bejus. 

Asthedissentingopinionargues, this titied if it was against advantaged cas-

ting quotas for addressing all the dis-

happens, starkly broughtout the essen crimination on the ground of caste 
ce of the problems involved. 

First, let us be clear as to how discri of the basicstructureof the Constituti. ginemembers of forwardcastes whose 

As we learn more about the stratifi 
and violating this would be a violation cationof society is it too difficult to ima-

With time legal forms can become mination was involved in the current on. Is discrimination ever justifable? exteme poverty disadvantages them 
so entrenched in our society that even case. While its defenders made it apo- Onejudge in the majority argued that evenmore thansomemembersof back 
those fighting for substantive justice int to reiterate that the EWS reserva compensatory discrimination was not wardones? Infuturelegalbattles about 

The Constitution has a prohibition on discrimination 
on the ground of caste and violating this would be a 
violation of the basic structure of the Constitution 

discrimination, and anothersuggested thegovernmerntdefinitionof 'economi 
that differential treatment based on cally weaker sections', perhaps we sh 
caste wasjustifiable if it was not preju- ouldlook closelyat this ideaof priority 
diced or contemptuous. 

The firstargument falls flat because 
it confuses the question. The challenge The writer is senior residentfellow, 
was against the caste-based exclusion VidhiCentresor Legal Policy, New Delhi 

in our continued quest for equality 
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Needless needling 
The ties between the Governor and 
the goverment in TN must be reset 

he presentation of a memorandumn 
against Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi 
by MPs of the ruling DMK-led Secular Pro-

gressive Alliance to President Droupadi Murmu is 
yet another reflection of.the fractured relation-
ship between the DMK regime and the Governor. 
Irrespective of their diferences, this unfortunate 
development could have been avoided with some 
effort and reasoning on both sides. The memo-
randum has slammed the Governor's way of 
functioning, "openly contradicting its [Tamil Na-
cdu government's] policy in public and unduly de-
laying assent to Bills". In an account of 20 Bills 
passed by the State Assembly and pending with 
the Governor, the memorandum, expectedly, 
dealt with Mr. Ravi's approach towards the TN 
Admission to UG Medical Degree Courses Bill 
2021, also called NEET [National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test] exemption Bill, which is now 
awaiting presidential assent. What the Alliance 
argued was that Mr. Ravi, instead of forwarding 
the Bill to the President, even in the first instance 
had chosen to returm it to the Assembly, "which is 
ultra vires of the powers conferred on a Gover 
nor". But quite needlessly, the joint statement al-
so took strong exception to the Governor's public 

statements on matters unrelated to governance 
such as Sanatana Dharma, Dravidian heritage, 
Tamil pride and Thirukkural, a Tamil classical 
work. Ever since he assumed charge in Septem-
ber 2021, Mr. Ravi, a former Nagaland Governor, 
has earned the DMK's wrath over the NEET ex 
emption Bill. In addition, his presenting himself 
as a strong advocate of the three-language formu-
la and the National Education Policy (NEP) has 
not been palatable to many parties in the State. 

While it is perfectly legitimate to have contrar-
ian views in a democratic set up, every constitu-
tional authority should conduct himself or her-
self in a manner that adheres to the letter and 
spirit of the Constitution. Notwithstanding the 
correctness or otherwise of his position, the Go-
vernor should not be seen as one needlessly pro-
voking a duly-elected government to confront 
him on one issue or the other. He should walk the 
extra mile to establish that he stays within consti-

tutional limits. Gven his non-political back 
OTOund, Mr. Ravi is better placed than many of his 
gu ubernatorial counterparts to present himself as 
being fair and objective. Meanwhile, critics in-
cluding those from the ruling party should re 

rom reacting adversely to every single ob-
ser rvation as their responses may create an 
impr nression of their wanting to be in a state of per 

ties between t the institution of Governor and the 
State govern rnment rest and flourish on under-

Nadu will be the loser, undermining governance. 

frain 

with the Governor. After all, the petual conflict wi 

mutual respect. Otherwise, Tamil anding and 

CM 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDU (P-6),  10  NOVEMBER  2022

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



THE HINDU 

Editorial 
Thursday, November 10, 2022 

DELHI 

The EWS judgment and the shadow of Pandora 
he Supreme Court of India's recent 
decision, upholding the constitutional 
validity of the law granting 10% 
reservation to Economically Weaker 

Sections (EWS) of the upper castes, has ignited 
much debate. Some pundits have affirmed the 
judgment marks the death knell of caste as a 
factor in reservation, while others argue that it 
underscores its perpetual relevance. In all the 
brouhaha, the media and the commentariat have 
overlooked another Supreme Court judgment just 
seven years ago which was potentially even more 
far-reaching for our democracy but which has 
been ignored entirely in the current debate. 

In a 64-page decision in 2015, a bench of 

Justices Ranjan Gogoi and Rohinton F. Nariman 
struck down the United Progressive Alliance 
Government's 2014 notification including Jats in 
the Central list of Other Backward Classes (OBCs). 
Most significant was the rationale the justices 
provided: they observed that the state should not 
go by the "perception of the self-proclaimed 
socially backward class" on whether they 
deserved to be categorised among the "less 
fortunates"; new formulae, they averred, must be 
found to,determine backwardness. The issue, the 
justices concluded, was not whether reservations 
were a tool to address millennia of caste 
discrimination or an instrument of affirmative 

world's oldest and farthest-reaching affirmative 
action programme, guaranteeing Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes not only equality of 
opportunity but guaranteed outcomes, with 
reserved places in educational institutions, 
government jobs and even seats in Parliament 
and the State Assemblies. These reservations 

available. Most striking were the Court's 
observations on what constitutes "social 
backwardness". It said that neither educational 
nor economic backwardness, which the 
Government referred to, were enough, though 
both may contribute to social backwardness. "But 
social backwardness," the Court observed, "is a 
distinct concept" that emerges from multiple 
circumstances ranging from the social and 
cultural, to economic, educational and even 

political. 

Shashi Tharoor 
were granted to groups listed in Schedules of the 
Constitution on the basis of their (presumably 
immutable) caste identities. The addition of the 

is a third-term 
Member of 
Parliament 

OBC category after the acceptance by the V.P. 
Singh government of the recommendations of the 
Mandal Commission - added more people to the 

numbers benefiting from reservations, but it did 
not change the basis on which they benefited: 
despite the "C" in "OBC" referring to "classes", 
the OBC lists contained castes and sub-castes. 

(Congress), 
Lok Sabha, for 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Chairman of the 

Call for new methods and yardsticks 
The Court conceded that caste may be a 
prominent factor for 'easy determination of 
backwardness', but its judgment discouraged 
the identification of a group as backward solely 
on the basis of caste" and called for "new 

Parliamentary 
Standing Committee 
on Chemicals and 
Fertilizers, and the 
author of 24 books, 
including, most 
recently, 'Ambedkar: 
A Life' 

practices, methods and yardsticks" to be evolved. 

It added the observation that class may be a 

factor too, since a class is "an identifiable section 
of society", but again it may not be enough to 
justify reservation. Citing its own decision to 
recognise transgenders as a distinct community 
with justiciable rights, the Court congratulated 
itself for identifying a form of social 
backwardness that had nothing to do with caste 
or class, in determining their eligibility for 
government benefits. 

This was fascinating philosophically, but it 
opened up a proverbial can of worms for 
policy-makers. The most contentious element of 
the Court's judgment was its proposition that 
caste, and the need to right historical wrongs, is 
no longer sufficient grounds for government 
benefits. Nor is the self-perception of a caste that 
it is backward; not even the perception by other 
castes that it is. New methods, the judgment 
insisted, have to be developed to identify the 
backwardness of a group of people. 

The Court, drawing a somewhat fuzzy line 
between 'past' and 'emerging forms of 

backwardness, advanced the presumption of the 

"progressive advancement of all citizens on all 

fronts, i.e., social, economic and educadional" 

making history an insuficient guide. You cannot 

keep citing historical wTongs and propose 
reservations as a solution to redressing them, the 

Court decided. This set off a conceptual bomb 
under the complacent edifice of the reservation 

system. 
We have long accepted the logic of 

reservations in our country as a means of making 

up for millennia of discrimination based on birth. 
This is why the Constitutdon inaugurated the 

What criteria is the question 
So we witnessed the unedifying spectacle of 
castes fighting to be declared backward: the 
competitive zeal of the Meenas and the Gujars in 
Rajasthan to be deemed more backward than 
each other, and similar agitations by Patels in 
Gujarat and Marathas in Maharashua. Then the 
ransgender judgment, and the judgment 
disqualifying Jats, opened the floodgates to 
far-reaching questions. If caste is not a good 
enough basis, and class is not either, and now 
lack of education or income does not sufice, but 
the misfortune of being born ransgender does, 
then how do we determine who deserves 

action; the issue was how to determine who 
deserved consideration for reservation benefits. 

Open the gates for the most distressed' 
Most significantly, the top court held that caste, 
while acknowledged to be a prominent cause of 
injustice in the country historically, could not be 
the sole determinant of backwardness. It argued 
in its judgment: "Owing to historical conditions, 
particularly in Hindu society, recognition of 
backwardness has been associated with caste. 

reservations in our sociery? The Supreme Court 
says historical wrongs are passé; the Government 
needs to establish that a group of potenttal 
beneficiaries is suffering backwardness right now. 
But it does not tell us what criteria to apply. 

Justices Gogoi and Nariman suggested that the 
Government come back with a "matrix" to jusify 
reservadons. One could imagine a list of 
differendy-weighted categories, ranging from 
income, family siruadon, disability, educadon 
level, etc, in addition to birth in a particular caste, which together would constitute a basis to draw 
up such a marix. But the Government, not 
wandng to touch a Pandora's box, never came 
back with one, and the Court did not renew or 
repeat its demand either - not even when one of the judgment's authors became Chief Jusice of India. 

With the EWS decision, the shadow of Pandora now hovers over the Supreme Court - but her notorious box may already have been opened by this dramaüc, and surprisingly under-reported, judgment of 2015. 

In the recent 
verdict on 

reservation to 

Economically 
Weaker al groups who would be most deserving must 

necessarily be a matter of continuous evolution. 
New practices, methods and yardsticks have to be 
continuously evolved moving away from 
caste-centuric definition of backwardness." It ruled 
that the State should uncover emerging forms of 

backwardness in an evolving society. 
The gates would be opened only to permit 

entry of the most distressed. Any other inclusions 

would be a serious abdication of the 
constitutional duty of the State," the Court 

warned. It observed that "grave and important" 
decisions in reference to Article 14 and Article 16 

of the Constitution must be made on the basis of 

"contemporaneous inputs", which were not 

S 

Sections, a 
Supreme Court 
judgment of 

2015, which was 
potentially even 
more 

far-reaching for 
India's 
democracy, has 
been ignored 
entirely in the 
current debate 
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The Governor versus the government 
Governance and public interest will likely be the casualities of the stand-off 

ciety for "curtailing" press 
freedom. The Editor's Guild of 
India protested the "selective 

targeting of media channels 
by a perSon occupying high 
constitutional office". With 

STATE OF PLAY 

GAnand 
anand.g@thehindu.co.in 

njured egos are not rare 
in the cut and thrust of 
politics. But the bitter rift 

between a Governor and Chief 
Minister has seldom played 
out as forcefully in public view 
as it has in Kerala over the past 
week. The escalating tensions 
between Governor Arif Mo-
hammad Khan and Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan has as-
sumed centre stage yet again 
in State politics. However, the 
latest tangle seems acrimo-
nious compared to the rela-
tively tame disputes of the 
past. 

The incident that precipi-
tated the stand-off was the CPI 
(M)'s boycott of the Vice-Chan-
cellor of the APJ Abdul Kalam 

Technological 
(KTU), Ciza Thomas. As Chan-
cellor of State universities, Mr. 
Khan had appointed her to the 
post, bypassing government 
nominees. He did so after the 
Supreme Court set aside the 
appointment of Rajasree M.S. 
as Vice-Chancellor of KTU, 
finding it violative of the 
norms of the University 
Grants Commission (UGC). 

Unleashing a full-blown at-
tack against the LDF govern-
ment, Mr. Khan alleged that 
the government had "initiated 
the process of the collapse of 
the constitutional machinery" 
by threatening him with dire 
consequences and not permit 
ting the Vice-Chancellors ap 
pointed by him from perform-
ing their duties. He dared the 
ruling front to "barge into Raj 
Bhavan" and "attack" him "on 

the exception of the BJP, the 
LDF and the Congress-led Op-
position condemned 
Khan's "blackballing" of the 
two media houses. Journalist 
unions marched in protest to 
the Raj Bhavan. 

The State government has 
found itself in a situation with 

Mr. 

were ready to debate with him 

publicly. 
Mr. Khan's comments on 

little political precedent. It be-
lieves that Mr. Khan's actions 
pose a severe challenge to the 
governing ideal of federalism. 
The CPI(M-led LDF has found 
a common cause with other 

Mr. Vijayan signalled the grow-
ing chasm between the two of 
fices. He alleged that Mr. Vi-
jayan "had to go home to 
change his clothes" when an 
IPS officer removed his gun 
from the holster to prevent 
the CPI(M) leader from freeing 
a party worker from police 
custody in Kannur. 

The Governor threw down 
the gauntlet to the govern-
ment by ordering other Vice-
Chancellors to submit their re-

non-BJP ruled States, primari-
ly Tamil Nadu, which have 
had similar run-ins with their 

respective Governors. The 
DMK has promised to send its 

representative to join the 
LDF's Raj Bhavan siege. 

However, an Achilles' heel 
of the government's case 
against the Governor is its fai-
lure to convincingly address 
accusations of nepotism and 
maladministration in State un-

University 

signations. The premise for 
this controversial directive 
was that the government had 
appointed these Vice-Chancel-
lors through the same process 
deemed unlawful by the Su-
preme Court in the KTU Vice-
Chancellor's case. 

iversities. The government has 
also not addressed the glaring 
disconnect between State un-
iversity laws and UGC norms. 

The increasingly strident 
stand-off between the Gover-

The government got a brief 
respite from the wrestling 
match with Mr. Khan over un-
iversity administration on No-
vember 8, when the Kerala 
High Court restrained him as 
Chancellor from passing final 
orders on the show-cause not 
ices issued 

nor and the government may 

lead to another season of pol-
itical turmoil in Kerala. Gover 
nance and public interest wil 
likely be the causalities if the 
two entities fail to strike a 
detente. 

However, the path to recon 
ciliation appears distant at the 
current juncture. The CPI(M) 
has said it has no choice but to 

take up the gauntlet thrown 
down by Mr. Khan. The Kerala 
cabinet on November 9 re-

to the 

Vice-Chancellors. 
Mr. Khan then courted con-

troversy during a press confe-
rence when he debarred jour 
nalists from Kairali TV and 

the street" if they "had the 
guts". Mr. Khan also said he 
would attend the sit-in protest 
by LDF workers in front of the 
Raj Bhavan on November 15 if 
the leaders of the ruling front mediately criticised by civil so-

MediaOne TV from covering 
the event, deeming them pol 
itically partisan. He was im-

solved to request Mr. Khan to 
promulgate an ordinance re 
noving the Governor as Chan-
cellor of universities. W1 
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A higher umber of promotions, but lower learning outcomes 

SC/ST students have been impacted disproportionately by the pandemic as their learning outcomes have declined the most 

some 1% students repeating their 
class across all communities. Nota- Mind the knowledge gap DATA POINT 

bly, the gap in the repetition rate 
between SC/ST students and gen 
eral category students declined 
greatly after the outbreak. 

While the promotion rate 
surged and the repetition rate de 
clined, the marks scored by school 
students in National Achievement 

Jasmin Nihalani, Rebecca Rose 
Varghese & Vignesh 
Radhakrishnan 

The data for charts 1,2, 4 and table 6 were sourced from UDISE+ reports between 2016-17 and 2021-22. Table 5 was 

sourced from ASER and chart 3 was sourced from National Achievement Survey 2021 and 2017/18 

igher education in India is 
worrying8 

phase due to the unprece-
dented impact of COVID-19 on 
school education. On the one 

entering a 

Survey (NAS) exams dropped sig 
nificantly across classes and in 
most subjects. NAS exams were 
conducted in November 2021 
across select schools. Similar tests 

hand, with policies mandating the 
promotion of students, promotion 
rates at the secondary school level 
rose significantly and repetition 
rates nosedived during the pan-
demic years (2020-21 and 2021-22). 
On the other, the inability to at 
tend physical school and the lack 
of access to digital education 
caused a massive drop in learning 
levels after the COVID-19 outbreak. 

were conducted in 2017/2018. 
Chart 3 shows the difference bet 
ween the mean score in 2021 com 
pared to the score in . 
among Class VIlI and X students 

(SC/ST/OBC and general category) 
in various subjects. For instance, 
in the Class X Science exam, the 
score of general category students 
dropped by 34 marks, while that of 

C, ST and OBC students declined 
by 45, 48 and 40 mnarks, respec 
tively. So, there will be a dispro-
portionately greater impact on SC 
and ST students as their learning 
outcomes reduced the most while 
their promotion rates saw the 

highest degree of rise among all 
the communities. 

18 

Chart 1 Promotion rate of 
secondary school students 

Chart 4 The graph shows the dropout 
rate of secondary school students across 

Table 5 Share of children not enrolled in 
schools across age groups in 2018, 2020 and 
2021, according to ASER communities 

90 
Simply put, compared to students 

from the pre-COVID-19 years, 
more students were promoted 
from secondary to higher secon 
dary school and graduated from 
school to college during the pan 
demic years even though their 

learning outcomes were poor. This 
is significant as even in the pre-Co 
VID-19 era, the employability of 
engineers had been reducing fast 
due to the poor quality of educa-
tion and the lack of conceptual un-

derstanding. 
The Unified District Informa-

General 
Age groups Not en- Not Not en-

OBC SC - ST 

enrolledrolled 
in 2020 

rolled 
d in 2018 in 2021 

75 Age 6-14 2.5% 4.6% 4.6% 
ST 

Age 7-16 3.9% 5.2% 4.7% 
Total 

Age 7-10 4% 4.4 4% 4.4 4% 

50 
Age 11-14 3.2% 3.9% 4.1 1% 

2016-17+ -2021-22 
Age 15-16 12.1% 9.9% 6.6% 

General OBC 
Chart 2 Repetition rate of 
secondary school students 

Total ASER 2021 was conducted in 25 States and 3 UTS. Chart 4 shows the dropout rate 
of secondary school students 
across communities. Despite re-

ports such as a UNICEF poll and an 

Annual Status of Education Report 
(ASER) survey pointing out that 

dropout rates increased in India 
during the outbreak, UDISE+ data 
do not reflect this drop. 

Table 5 shows the percentage 
of children not enrolled in school 

10 A total of 75,234 children in the age group of 5-16 
years were covered by the survey 2016-17 2021-22 

ST 

Table 6 The table shows an increase in adjusted net enrollment rate in o across all levels of 
education from primary to higher secondary as reported by the UDISE* data 

Total 
SC 

tion System for Education 
(UDISE+) survey for 2021-22 shov 
that the promotion rate among se-

condary school students conti 
nued to increase even during the 

pandemic years. Chart 1 shows 

the promotion rate of secondary 
school students across communi-

ties. Notably, the promotion rate 

among Scheduled Caste (SC) and 
Scheduled Tribe (ST) students in-

creased sharply after the out 

break. The promotion rate among 

Other Backward Classes (OBC) stu-

dents continued to rise unabated. 

Chart 2 shows the repetition 

rate of secondary school students 

across communities. The repeti 
tlon rates too drastically came 
down in the pandemic years withscrutiny of the UDISE+ data. 

Levels 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-212021-22 

Primary 94.26 98.61 99.07 96.42 97.31 

Upper primary 80.95 78.49 8161 84.44 87.25 
OBC 

Secondary 61.85 64.71 62.24 57.59 59. General 
0 

Higher secondary 32.3 34.72 34 22 29.97 30.78 

across age groups in 2018, 2020 

and 2021, according to the ASER 

survey. ASER showed that except 
in the 15-16 age group, the share of 
children who were "not enrolled" 
in schools in 2020 and 2021 com-
pared to 2018 increased in every 
other age group. However, the 
UDISE+ shows an increase in en-
rolment rate across all levels of 
education (Table 6). This contrad-

iction in data necessitates further 

2016-17 2021-22 

Chart 3| The difference between the mean score in 2021 compared to the score in 2017/2018 in Classes Vill and X across varnous 

subjects among SC/ST/OBC and general category students, according to the National Achievement Survey examinations 

General SC ST OBC 

Class X Soclal Science 

Class X Sclence 
Class X Maths 

8 24 23 -16 
34 48 40 
36 34 37 -38 

Class Vill Soclal Science 16 27 -27 -23 
Class VIll Sclence 

Class Vill Maths 
Class VIll Language 

9 28 26 19 

-14 
3 

12 

+13 -5 1 

nihalani.j@thehindu.co in; rebecc3 varghese@hehindu co.in, vignesh. rDthehindu co.in 
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15 THE IDEAS PAGE 
Failing the Constitution 

The EWSjudgment fails to uphold the constitutional values meant to end the perpetuation of 

discrimination against the SCs, STs and other backward cdasses 

KS CHAUHAN 

OWEN M FIS. professor at Yale University. 
has argued that "economic cntena" is arth-
ial, and has no basis for discrimination in 
social life. On the same line, William E 
Forbath ofthe University of Texas, said that 

constitutional equality is equality of status or 

standing: diferent degrees of respect are at-

tributed to status. 
Caste degradation denotes membership 

of a group that is seen as physically differ-
ent and inferior. Class and interest gnOups 
donot need constitutional protection: Their 
economic Commonalities do not demand 

invocation of constitutional values. Use of CRSasiaTIAT 

economic cTitena to understand marginal-
isation can result in the subjugation of his- Pardiwala held that the "reservation should 
torically-disadvantaged groups. This is why not be allowed to become a vested inter 

scholars reject economic criteria as the sole est... as larger percentages of backward 
basis for understanding discrimination. class members attain acceptable standards 
There is n0 instance of deprivaton or dis- ofeducadon and employment, they should 

Criminadon or social exclusion against any beremoved rom the backward categones. 

person solely on the ground ofher economic Ina case where the Supreme Court has up 
standing. For instance, Babu Jagivan Ram, held the reservation for a dass, which does 
the then Deputy Prime Minister, was in- not deserve such a protective nght, any sug 
sulted for inauguraüng a statue in Banaras gestion to restrict or limit the rights ofa class 

in 1978 because of his caste. 
India is a unique country where even a ally excluded is against the spint of the 

President could reportedly be insulted at a Constitudon and is constitutionaly imper-
temple. In another instance, Jitan Ram missible. The honourable judges do not 

Manjhi, the then chief minister of Bihar, seem to understand the social conditions of 

faced similar humiliation. The examples are the society wherein a President of India or 

far too many to list. There is enough evi- a Chief Minister can tace discriminanon on 

dence that points to the pracice of untouch- the basis of their caste. To deny the recogni 

ability and social discarimination coninuing on of soCial factors and to reco0gnise eco 

against the members of the erstwhile fourth nomic factors alone to mark discrimination 

varna, "Shudra". The five-member is constitudonally perverse and is meant to 

Constitution Bench that heard the validity further perpetuate deprivadon and even un-
of the 103rd constituional amendment did touchability, which is abolished by Article 

plementation of"reservadion in promodon 
is yet to see the light of the day. 

Parliament failed in itS dury when it a-

tered the constitutional philosophy to re 
dress discriminadon without deliberadon: 
Neither dida parliamentary commitree dis-
cuss the 103rd amendement nor a House 

committee effectively consider its provi 
sions. The issue in this case is whether the 
category of "sodal and educadonal back-
wardness", devolved by the founders of the 
republic, could be altered to "economic 
backvardness" without any saendnc basis 
or any material that demonstrates changes 
in the soaal condidons. Ihe Supreme Court 

Ought to have also discussed the consttu 
tional questkon of "deliberaave democracy 
since Parliament had not adhered to itwhile 

that has been historically deprived and so-

passing the amendment 
The Janhit Abhiyan judgment is a nega-

on of the constituãonal prinaples that the 

ConsttuentAssembly accepred while drat-
ing the visionary document A deep-notd 

caste systempenades Indian soaety. It has 
deprived the members of the backward 
classes (SCS/SIS/OBLS) Ot equal readment 
in the sodiety. lt has also denied human dig-
nity to 85 to 90 per cent ot the populanon 

Indian soaey has developed on the ed-
ifice of graded inequality. me Brahminical 
SOCial order sancanes SOaal disnmininon 
and gradanon Ambedkar, who himself suf 
fered indgnity, could develop pnnaples 
in the Consarudon)to protect hunian dg 
nity by assunng equal protection to the 
members ot socaalty-nmanginalised sæuons 
of society. 

he Brahmunical forves an hmbelevens in saul nxquahty and they work tor its per-
petuation. me Consaudon untends u es-
ablsh an egalitanan sONial order, aliowing 
no scope tor discinmnation ot any kind 
Through the Consitunon, Ambedkar was 
sucestul in laying the loundaaon for an 

galhtann sOciey by elimunaang disunm 
natory LactUrs unludirg rlYion rr, Caste, 
sex dernt plice ot Dirth or eSdene ct he Junhit ADNIJun jukgment, unfortu-natelty. ts a denal ot the sontonal ngho 
Or a larger section ot the populauon that 

ought w be protnted under the sheme of 
the CoistituCionot inda. 

Adequate representation of 
different sections of sociery 
is the essence of democracy. 
By providing an economic 
basis for reservation, 

not reject this fact, yet the majoriy verdict 17of the Consituion. 

held that the inToduction of economic cri 

tena in reservadons is constitutionally valid. tudonal values, which were adopted by the 

Even the dissenting judgment by Justice Constituent Assembly alter a marathon 

Ravindra Bhat with the outgoing CJ]I UU Lalit process of deliberations. Kesavananda 
did not say that the "criteria of economic Bharan(1973)held that the basic features of 

Stanaing alone" is bad, as they emphasised the Constitudon ane unalterable. Democracy 
Ihe 50 per cent ceiling This 50 per cent ceil- is one ol the Dasic eatures ol the 

ing àjudicially-created critenia with no roots Constütution. soCial denmoCracy Is the real 

jn ihe Constitution, could deprive members facet of democracy. Adequate representa-
ol S,Sl and OBC communities, as well as tion of diflerent sections ol society is the 

the deprived among the Muslims and essence of democracy 

Chistians. Justice Dinesh Maheshwari justified the reservation, Parliament has tried to deprive 

economic crilena and held the view that the SOCial democracy and democratic nghts to 

"exclusion of classes COvered by Articles ll sectiOns of the society. The savarnas or 

154) and 164) from gelting the benelit of upper castes, who constitute 10 to 15 per 

reservation as rconomically weaker sec-
tions, being in the nature of balancing the Tesented in 45 to 50 per cent of the total 

Iequliement ol non-discrimination and Services, wiieeas the ss, SIs and OBCs con-

Compensatory discrimnination does not vio- stutute the nmajority of this country, and are 

Jale lhe cquality codr and does not in any only provided 49.5 erCentreservation. The 

aief ause damage lo lhe basic structure altei, however, ue yet to ichieve that level 

of the Cotstituionol India. 
his vrwIs (ontiary to the sclhee of lhonlttutons wile te upper GAtes are 

he Constitulion and Ihe puniples seltlea alieauy ovetepreeinted nn these sectors 
by a larger bench in udra Sawhnry ( 1992) MOcUvet, IteiV.tiOin npromotions lor 

Justice Bela M Inved1 hrldihat "we nerd to SCSad S yet to be mpleinented 27 

fevisit the syslemol ieservalion in he latget yeals llet tur 7h Amedinent ws 

nterest ol Ieservalion of the sOCiely as a paseu. 1het onstitution Denlh n Jumutl 

Whole, as à step lorward towaids Ir anstor 
mative constitutionalism". JustiCe j ng on M Nagory { 2006) Yet, ellee tnve n 

The rights are derived from the consti-

Parliament has tried to 
deprive social democracy 
and democratic rights to all 
sections of the s iery. The 

Savarnas or upper castes, 

which constirute 10 to 15 per 
cent of the total population 

are already represented in 45 
to 50 per cent of the total 

services, whereas the SCs, 
STs and OBCs constitute 

By providing an economic basis for 

cent of the total populaton are already rep-

the majority of this country. 
and are only provided 495 
per cent reservation. The 

latter, however, are yet to 
of representation in services and m educ achieve that level of 

reprsentation in services 
nd in educational 
institutios while tdhe 
unreservel categories are 
lready overrepresented in 
the sectors 

Suryh(2018)sndtlat ludru Snvtuay ts buuxd 

upreme court of India 
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Getting a PhD differently: What UGC's new doctoral degree rules say 
marks in aggregate (or equivalent grade)is performance in the written test, and 30 per Universities and colleges have been allowed scrapped. The UGC had been grappling Part-time PhDs 

eligible for a PhD programme. Those with cent to the interview. 
a convenional three-year UG degree must 
Complete a two-year Master's. 

A Master's degree with at least 55 per 

SOURAVROY BARMAN 
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER9 to frame their own rules governing admis- with this issue, particularly with the pro- Although an existing feature in the IITs, 

The proposed commonentrance test for sions of international PhD students. 
PhDs has been left out of the nevw 

Regulaions. 
liferation of so-called"predatory journals", this will be a new provision for most uni-
where many doctoral scholars were found versities and colleges. 
publishing their research in return for a 

fee. In 2019, a UGC panel had recom-

THE UNIVERSITY Grants Commission 
(UGC)has notified sweeping changes in the cent marks in aggregate has so tar beenD 
eligibility aiteria, admission procedure, and mandatory for doctoral aspirants. Many Research supervisors 
evaluation methods for doctoral pro-

grammes in college and universities. 
The UGC (Minimum Standards and M.Phil programme- scrapped by the 

Procedures for Award of PhD Degree) National Education Policy, 2020-alto-
Regulations, 2022, which replace the Rules gether. However, that will have no bearing earlier. 
notified in 2016, have done away with the onthose holding or pursuing M.Phil degrees 
mandatory requirement of publishing re 

search papers in refereed jourmals or pre-
senting them in conferences. 

Part-time PhDs have been laundhed for 
working professionals, and the 5 per cent cedure for admissions. Universities and col- been scrapped. 
relaxation in the eligibility for admissions, leges remain free to admit students through 
available to applicants in the reserved cat-egory, has been extended to the new EWS entrance exams at the level of the institu- before superannuation from taking new do this every semester. 

category as well. 

Greater research rigour 
The Regulations introduce a new re-

The eligibility condidons are he same 
for both full-time and part-üme candi-

quirement for PhD scholars, irrespective of mended that publication of research ma- dates. Their PhD work will be assessed in 

Eligible professors, associate profes- discipline. to train in teaching education/ terial in such journals or presentations in the sanme way as is done for the full-ume universities also insisted on using M.Phil as 

the gateway. The new Rules discontinue the sors, and assistant professors can continue pedagogy/ writing related to their chosen conferences organised by their publishers PhD students. 
to guide up to eight, six, and four PhD can- subject during their doctoral period. They should not be considered for academic 

didates respectively at any given time, as may also be assigned four to six hours per credit in any form. Part-time PhD candidates will have to 

produce a No-Objection Certificate from 
UGC chairperson Prof M Jagadesh their employer. The NOC will also have to 

However, earlier. professors, associate conducting tutorial or laboratorywork and Kumar said this will also ease some pres- spell out that they will be given sufficient 
ame for research work. The workplace il 

Earlier, to ensure the quality of their quality research. "That will automatically require facilities in the employee's field of 

week of teaching/ research assistantship for 

professors, and assistant professors could evaluations. 
also guide three, two, and one M.Phil schol-

ars respectively over and above their PhD 

Currentiy. sure, so scholars can focus more on high-

Admissions procedure 

There are no major changes in the pro- candidates. Ihe MPhil programme has now before a Research Advisory Committee journals," he said. 
Output, research scholars had to appear lead to their research finding space in top research as a doctoral scholar. 

Over the years, annual enrolment in 

In a study involving a central university PhD programmes has risen., but it süll ac-

,The new Rules bar faculty members progress of their work for evaluation and and an T berween 2017 and 2019, the UGC counts for a very small share of the higher 
the NET/JRF qualification route as well as with less than three years of service left further guidance. They will now have to found that in the case of the university. 75 education pie. Berween 2015-16 and 2019-

per cent of the submissions were in jour- 20, enrolment at PhD level increased from 
nals that were not Scopus-indexed. The Ir, 126,451 to 2,02.550 (05 per cent of the to-

where such submissions were not manda- tal enrolment in higher education), ac-The requirement to publish research tory. saw 79 per cent scholars making it to cording to the latest available All India 
papers in peer-reviewed journals before Scopus-indexed jourmals. The outcome of Survey on Higher Education (ASHE) re-

once in six months and present the 

tions. 
In the entrance syllabus, there shall be 

50 per cent of researdh methodology, and international research scholars on a super 

research scholars under their supervision. 
Each supervisor can also guide up to two No need to publish 

For doctoral aspirants 
Anyone with a 4-year/ 8-semester 50 per cent shall be subject-specific. A numerary basis over and above the pemit-

Bachelor's degree with at least 75 per cent weightage of 70 per cent will be given to ted number of domestic PhD scholars. the submission of a PhD thesis has been this study played a role in UGCs decision. port 2019-20. re 
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Ensuring last-mile excellence 
Peepul won the well--deserved Nexus of Good Award for facilitating last-mile delivery of 

quality education in partnership with governments by enhancing students' engagement Nexus of G00d 

ne of the biggest 
problems in school 

Numeracy Course. 

Teacher mindset: A shift of 
16 per cent in teacher mindsets 

where teachers can better iden-

level, it is important to reduce 
teacher time in administrative 

work by increasing efficiencies 
in data management and student 
assessment, hence resulting in 
increased teaching time in class-
rooms. Together with this, there 
is a need to observe and recog-
nise the efforts of school leaders, 
teachers and education officials 
through classroom observation, 
and to build a cadre of BAC/ 

education in India 
is the delivery of 

quality education. Peepul has 
addressed precisely the same, 
and was the well-deserved 
winner of the Annual Nexus of 
Good Award. 

tify and teach ways to depict 
a sustainable growth mind-

set among their students and 

themselves. 
Academic mentoring: An 

increase from 10 per cent 

observed teachers conducting 
classes to 55 per cent in 2021 

High-engagement class-
room practice: Class observ-
ers reported that more than 40 
per cent of students got a chance 
to speak, which increased over 
the months by 15 per cent (75 

Peepul helps public educa-
tion systems design and imple-
ment interventions that improve 

student learning at scale. 
Through deep partnerships with 
government school systems, they 
now work at scale, impacting 9.4 

million+ children through their 
work with 270,000+ teachers 
creating the conditions for the 270,000+ teachers 
delivery of quality education for 
the most vulnerable in India who that they are aware of classroom is possible. They exist to change 
live on under 7,000 USD/month. 

Peepul presents a perfect 
example of Nexus of Good. 
To be able to scale at quality, 
they developed a model cen-
tred around improving student's 
engagement. Realising that the 

government school system had 
largely solved the problem of 

enrolment (through having ade-
quate schools in remote areas) 

and attendance (through the 

mid-day meal programme), 
Peepul focused on moving the 
classroom practices from rote-

based learning to a high-engage-

ment pedagogy and learning 
model. Their beliefhas been that, 

ANIL SWARUP 
***********°*************************** 

CACs who are skilled in men-
toring and coaching, and not 

just monitoring and compliance. 
Peepul works with governments 
to create layers of structured aca-
demic mentorship in the school 
system. These principals/gov- per cent in Feb 2022 vs 60 per 
ernment officials help teach- cent in Oct 2021). 
ers implement what they have 
learned in training, overcome 
barriers, and get feedback on isations to anchor and measure 
their development. Building aca- themselves continuously against 
demic mentors also helps shift metrics and milestones, some 
the systems focus from school 

Peepul has been impacting 9.4 milliont children through their work with 
REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE 

While these are some met-
engagement practices and peda- the perception that Indian gov-
gogy, including innovations in ernment schools can't produce 
teaching that they may never quality student learning. In their 
have been trained on. Third, exemplar schools, 85 per cent of 
leveraging the existing govern- students meet grade-level expec 
ment administrative structures tations. This number stood at administration to academic and centre. We don't always get 
of BAC (Block Academic Coor 72 per cent all through COVID 
dinator) and CAC (Cluster Aca induced school closures. The 
demic Coordinator) to create schools also demonstrate-90 
structures and rubrics for aca-

rics, it is important for organ-

thing Peepul has kept as front 

enablement. things right the first time but 
Aligning incentives and it is through collective action 
accountability: They also engage and learning that we can mea-
with governments to create 
structures to reward the right 
behaviours and build account- strate/replicate the good prac-
ability for academic outcomes. tices more broadly with evidence 
This includes strengthening to strengthen the case for scale. 
the policy framework, build-
ing accountability structures, 
designing performance assess-
ments and evaluations, digitising plish in a short period of four 
processes, and focusing on data- years, since I visited their school 
based decision-making. Towards in 2018. As they look ahead, 
this, they also leverage govern-
ment technology platforms. 

Impact 
Delivering quality at scale good practices. 

has been a holy grail. Hence, 
it is important to understand tices so that the good practices 

whether there has been a trade-

The prime 
sure the impact, course-correct 
when needed, and demon-

per cent student retention and 
concern of demic coaching and mentor- 75 per cent average attendance 

ing for school principals and metrics- unheard of in Indias 
Leachers. And, finally, building public schooling context 
new systems for accountability Strengthening teachers' pro-
towards learning outcomes so fessional development at scale: 
that the state government can Afocus is given on teacher com-

track progress. 
Implementation 

Peepul's approach towards to upskill teachers on class-
implementation is unique - room management, language 

blending a deep practitioner teaching modules and technol-
understanding of education, an ogy for driving quality learn-

in-depth embedment in gov-
ernment systems and the abil-
ity lo manage projects at scale, to upskill the knowledge, skills 
to strengthen system delivery and mindset of 265,000+ teach-

in a sustainable manner. The ers to create high-quality teach-

interventions are data-, research-

Peepul has 
been to focus 

on moving 
the classroom 

The way forward 
I have been proud of what 

Peepul has been able to accom-petencies to implement high-

engagement teaching practices practices from 
rote-based 

learning 
to a high 

in improving student engage 

ment, children's learning would 

improve, and achievement 

against grade-level competencies 
would gradualy become better. 

This insight is an impor-

tant one, and is critical to how 

they now operate at scale in two 
geographies in India - Madhya 

Pradesh and Delhi. Engaging 

every child sounds easy when and policy-backed. Hence, it is 

you hear it but it is incredibly among a handful of organisa 

difficult to execute. 

Kruti has in sight three key areas 
where she would like Peepul to 
pioneer and innovate and spread ing. During the pandemic, the 

teacher skilling work was able engagement 
First, codifying their prac-

pedagogy 
can spread fàster and more 

off in the cost/quality equation broadly. This involves develop-
as Peepul scaled from l school 
with 300 children in 2017 to ing toolkit. 
now impacting 100,000 schools, 
290,000 teachers and cdose to 9 rience of quality at scale to share 
million children. 

Some vignettes of the met- bearer of innovation and excel 
rics they have observed and lence from India that can be 

tracked, in the backdrop of a applied un other countries. 
much deeper monitoring, eval-
uation and impact framework, 

ers for 9 million+ public school 
students. This work now con- ing a high-engagement teach 
tinues through a mix of digital 
learning courses, lace-to-face 

training, professional learning 
circles or Shaikshik Samvad, 
post-course classroom obser 

vations to support teachers, and 
rewards and recogition pro-
grammes to appreciate and call 

out best practices. 
Systemic strengthening of include: 

mentoring, coaching and moni- Teacher skilling: An improve 
toring: To be able to move focus 

from rote-based teaching to 

teaching students at learning ina Foundational Literacy and 

tions focusing on learnings from Second, leveraging the expe-

To be able to do this at direct interventions on one side, 
scale, there are four things that and large-scale capacity building 
Peepul focuses on when it part ofthe government systein on the 
ners with state government sysS 
tems. First, building a toollkit as the final goal. 
of high-engagement classroom Strategy 
practice as an SOP/handbook Demonstrating what is pos-

of how to deliver excellence in sible through their exem-
the classroom and engage chil-
dren. Second, supporting gov 
ernment teachers' skilling and in Delhi show the potential of 

professional development so public sehools. They show what 

practices globally and be a tlag-

other, with government adoption 

Third, system strengthening 
work in both Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD) and scal-

ing demonstration through the 
udicious CM Rise School p 
ct in Madhya Pradesh 

Vicws cpressealare persondi 

il/ 

plary schools in Delhi: 'Three 

model demonstration schools ment from 66 per cent to 95 

per cent of observed teachers 
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Bogus research, 
trashy papers SHUBHADA NAGARKAR 

The standards published research papers have gone down significantly as 
now it is not about enhancing knowledge but a means to get a job. 

he true goal of the 
research is the 
improvement of the 
quality of human life 
through the addition 

of reliable, usable knowledge. 
Honestly and ethically condut-
ed research and communication 
of the results to society is a long-
drawn-out and rigorous process. 
Researchers' tireless efforts, thor 
ough basic research, experimen-
tal findings, and exhaustive liter-
ature search make the research 

unique. Such a study is published 
as a research paper only after a 

stringent review processpeer 
review) by "editors and subject 
experts of credible journals. It 

indicates that quality is the soul 

of the research. 

But over the last few decades, 
research has been linked and 

chased. There is a huge com-

petition between authors, 
made compulsory for the recruit- ed 300 journals which later 
ment and promotion of increased in number. These 

researchers/teachers from high- journals are referred to as 

er educational institutions. "indexed journals". Today. 
Therefore, the number of papers these indexes are the most 

published has been given more popular citation databases 

importance without a thorough known as Web of Science" 
evaluation of the papers them- published by Clarivate 
selves. This has led to the produc Analytics, USA, and are acces 
tion of research papers in thou- sible on a subscription basis. 

sands of predatory journals. The company publishes 
Moreover, the weightage or marks Journal Citation Report" 
have also been assigned to papers CR) n June everyY year which 

if published in the high "Lmpact lists impact tactors for approx-
Factor journal. As a result, the imately 14000 journals. 

researchers new agenda is to pub-
lish more and more papers in to reveal highly cited authoors 
journals claiming high Impact and research, research produc-

Factors. In the sixties of the 20th cen- and countries. It is also used as 

tury, Eugene Garfield, an one of the parameters in rank-

American linguist, invented a ing universities. Garfield pre-

technique to quantitatively mea- dicted and also cautioned that 

Sure the 'Tmpact Factor of a jour in the '80s that such statistical 

nal. He used the reference list calculations would be misused HUMANITIES, AND aning POpulari among vauable knowledge are we 
8Iven in he rescarch paper. A rel- on a large scale. 

erence is a citalion to an earlier Researchers and teachers 

paper. Thus, the Citalion is the worlking in universities and 

linkage bel ween the two papers colleges do not have complete 
having a sSinilar arca ol rescarch. knowledge about citation data-

A journals impact lactor is cal-

culated based on the citations of journals, nor do they want 

the journals indexed in citation 

databases have low impact 
researchers, and publishers to factors. In the case of fine arts, 

the path of the teacher-arkst is 
Even editorial board difticult because they must 

members of credible journals, keep their art alive even while 
unknowingy accept papers teaching students. As a result, 
based on fake information evaluating the work of teacher-
and data sets. Artificial artists should be done on a dif-
Intelligence is now used for ferent parameter, based on 
preparing machine-generat their performances rather than 

get more citations. 

ed research papers. Groups of on published work 
During COVID days there 

was intormation about the 
Subject experts write papers to 

earn huge sums of money. 

HOWEVER, WHEN Many companies have sprung discovery of a vaccine and/or 

T COMES TO research papers for profit, are were published in many jour-

RESEARCH the text in those papers is research for personal growth is 

Citation analysis is useful up all over the world to prepare cure. Thousands of papers 

"Paper Mills". In many cases, nals. Publishing wrong 
tivity of institutes, universities, 

harmful to society. Quality PUBAICATIONS, meaningless. 
Reputable publishers have intormation facilitates the gen-

RESEARCHERS IN launched the, "Gold Open eration of new knowledge 
THE ARTS, 

Access" publishing model in Every researcher should ask 
the last few decades which is the question. What kind of 

researchers. In this, the going to preserve for funure 

SOCIAL SCIENCES researcher has to pay Article generations if it is based on dis 
HAVE ALWAYS publishing the papers. Ournals that exist to print 

HAD A DIFFICULT Athough these tees re acceptshoddy research. deliberately 

processing charges (APCS) for honest research? The bogus 

bases and the "impact factor ed only after peer review of tie created tabricated citations 
TIME. COMPARED paper, these fees are quite and alse impact factors are all 

high and range lroml.5lakhs signs ot the derline of humans to 20 lakhs or more. T his nd not ot progress. 
received by a particular research to know. Taking advantage TO THE SCIENCES paper, espeCally wiuhin two years this, bogus predatory journals 
after the date of publication. flourished. Even print journal 
Hence, the impact factor of the were assigned an mpact 
journal depends on the citations Factor, So, 1aking advantage 
Teceived lor papers published in of the ignorance ol the 

that journal. More citations result Iesearchers, bogus companes 
ed in a high impact lactor for the introduced more than 25 lake 

journal. So, the relerences pluy a inmpact lactors. Morcover, 

key role. Garticld initially select inpict lactors can be pur 

THESE FIELDS ilows the readers to read the 
papers Ireely. As papers Jre 

HAVE FEWER open to all t S expected tw 
fetch iore atiuons to nerease 

(Author is Assoctdle 
Professor, Depurtment oj 

Librarv arnd biformation 
Science and Co-ordinator RESEARCH the npact factor of the jour Contre for Publication thics JOURNALS nl Compard to the seiences, 

humanities have lewer 
earh journads. As a result, 

Savitribai Plule Pune 
Umversity, Pune. The views 

expressed are personal) 
Aol6 
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FIRSTCOLUMN 
GIRL EDUCATION CAN 
CHECK POPULATION 

We all must be aware of benefits of 
self-control and spirituality 

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI 

jt's a known fact now that overpopulation is a global problem that is 
faced by every country. Every year July 11 is celebrated as World 
I Population Day in almost all the countries so as to focus the atten 

tion on the gim issue of the galloping population growth, which is, symp-
tomatically, linked with the equally worrying issues of poverty, envi-
ronment and living standards. 

According to the most recent United Nations estimates 

elaborated by Worldometers, the current world population is 7.99 
billion as of November 2022 and could attain a growth level of 9-12 
billion before the year 2050. The implications of this magnitude ot 
population-growth are too evident to need elaboration. For, it is 
obvious that the utilization of natural resources, faster than their 

regeneration or renewal, would lead to scarcity, poverty and 
pollution. What is more serious is the fact that it will exacerbate rural 
conflicts, social tensions, political instability and increase in crime 
and violence. 

Back home, the population scenario in India is all the more seri-
ous. Based on most recent UN data, India's population is estimat 

ed at 1.40 billion which isa matter of great worry. India was the first 
COuntry to start the tamily planning programme. But the methods 

which India emphasised on were not in keeping with the Indian ethos. 
The main emphasis of its programmes was on contraception and 
sterilization. Instead of building proper atitudes of its people, it made 
the people dependent on contraceptive devices, pills, vasectomies, 
tubectormies and other operative skills even knowing that these impinge 
on the psyche and also the most sensitive elements of human 

anatomy. 
As a resut of this, people, instead of taking upon the responsi-

bility for family planning, became too casual in the mater of tamily 
growth. In fact, the whole strategy and the methodology made the 

family planning schemes look like purely governmental programmes, 
devoid of motivation and participation of people and they seemed to 

be a techno-managerial or medic0-administrative exercise. 
t seems that India, which was once a moral and spiritual leader 

of the whole world, lost its moral moorings so much that it lost faith 
in its own cultural heritage and in the capacity of spirituality to solve 

Our problems. why is It that even for our own indigenous problems also, 
we look to the west for thelr solutions? 

The Government clearly knows that there is a close correlation 

between fertility and female literacy. It ls now well-established that when 

female literacy goes up, fertilty goes down and the number of early 
marriages also decreases. So, if the giris in the age-groups 6-10 get 
pimary education, both spiritual and secula, there is a definite 
transformative effect on them which lasts-even after they reach the 

reproductive age. 
So, the best solution would be to give at least two kinds of prima-

y education to girls. If we make use of our spiritual heritage and edu-

cate parents about the value of celibacy thil the child's educaton is com 
plete, and give them the primary spintual education about the identty 
of the self, the dependence of our people on doctors, cliniCS, chemistsS, 

operative techniques, etc., would be very much reduced if not totally 
elminated and this would reduce the monetary burden and build up a 

Sense of responsibility in the people and would motivate and involve 

them in the implementation of family planning programmes, for theyy 
Would be aware of the goal of their lite and the benefits of self-control 

and spirituality. 
(The author is a loreign affairs commentator) 
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Concurrent Failure 
Litigation over Centre vs state control of education 

glosses over all-round failure to improve quality 
The challenge in Madras high court to the Emergency-era 
shifting of education from state list to concurrent list is a 
futile exercise in turning back the clock. Forty-six years have 

passed since the 42nd Constitution Amendment Act. In this period, 
the education sector has seen far too many changes, and most can't 
be reversed. For instance, a common national medical test now 
allows students the ease of appearing for just one examination 
instead of multiple ones conducted by each state. States still enjoy 
flexibility to operate their own universities, schools and education 
syllabus. Private sector is also flourishing in education. 

And the policy tinkering at all levels goes on. UGC is restructurinng 
undergraduate, PG and doctoral program-
mes. States are trying out clustering of 
schools, closing down smaller schools. 
Instruction in English seems to have lost 
favour at the Centre, even though society is 

irrevocably headedin the oppositedirection. 
But the moot pointis no one entity can claim 
complete control. It is a diverse ecosystem. 
Far more important issues than locating 
education in the Constitution are at stake. 

The Constitution's bouquet of rights, directive principles and 
duties cannot be meaningfully enjoyed by citizens without quality 
education, and access toquality remains a big failure. 

Against National Education Policy's goal of combined govern-
ment expenditure on education at 6% of GDP, 3% of GDP was 
budgeted in 2021-22. States should be goading Gol to spend more; 
moving education to state list could reduce Centre's urgency to 
boost education spending. State governments must also ask 
themselves why state universities and many state government 
schools find few takers while there's a rush to secure admissions to 
central universities and kendriya vidyalayas. The obsession with 
controlling education isn'thelping. Politics can wait. o 
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Education not biz 
SC ruling shows the path to pvt medical colleges 

Na significant order that should set the ball rolling towards making 
education accessible to a large section of our able and aspiring youth 
who are at present unable to pursue certain courses of their choice 

because of the prohibitively high fees, the Supreme Court has main-
tained that education is nota business to earn profit. The apex court made 
this observation while ruling that the tuition fee must always be afford-
able. Towards this end, it upheld the Andhra Pradesh High Court verdict 
quashing a state government decision of September 2017 to increase the 
tuition fee of medical colleges-by seven times of thae fixed eårlier in 2011 
-to Rs 24 lakh annually. The court termed this hike as unjustifiable and 
violative of the rules prescribed for the fixation or review of fees. 

The issue of fees charged by private medical colleges and their regu-
lation by the authorities concerned has been a contentious one as many 

Such institutes-some without proper clearances or infrastructure-have 
mushroomed in the country over the past few decades. That these col-
leges were being run by managements as businesses with the motive of 
profiteering was clear as they resorted to the flourishing practice of 'paid 
seats' and capitation fees, giving merit the go-by. It naturally caused 
much unrest not only among the meritorious poorer aspirants but also 
the society as people harboured doubts over the quality of doctors 
emerging from these institutes and the education imparted to them. 

Not surprisingly, the affected parties have regularly sought the 
intervention of the authorities concerned, including the Central and 
state governments and courts, for relief. Buta solution acceptable to 
all stakeholders has remained elusive. When regulatory authority 
Medical Council of India was abolished in September 2020 and 
replaced by the National Medical Commission by the NDA govern-
ment, it was touted as a historic reform for the medical education 
framework as it promised to steer it towards a transparent, qualitative 
and accountable system. But the ground situation is still plagued by 
controversies, right from the admission process to fee structure. The 
SC ruling provides a direction to the remedial steps needed. Tl 
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Dimbeswar Neog: Researcher extraordinaire 
gia in lieu of preface, "..every true 
student of research finds himself 

been the cultural vehicle of the in-WTote, "He (Shri Neog) is a great 

scholar and had devoted his whole 

life and has undertaken Herculean 
labour and immense pains for the 
last forty years in collecting impor-
tant materials to give a comprehen 
sive idea of ancient, mediaeval and 

Bibekananda Choudhury habitants of an important part of 

orn on August 7, 1899 in 
Kamarfadia village in 

Sivasagar 
Dimbeswar Neog found 

himself in such a juncture when 

people especially from mainland 
India had a deep-rooted notion that 
Assam was full of jungles and a land 
of barbarians, that the people hard 
ly wore any clothes, spoke only in 
dialects and did not have any writ-
ten texts, etc. Keeping all these in 

mind he indulged himself in deep 
studies and churned out a number 

of books concerning development 
of the Asamiyä (Assamese) lan-

title page, the introduction to the 

author is given as, "Author of a Peep 

into the History of Assamese Litera-

ture from the Earliest Times;An Ex-
haustive History of Modern Assa-
mese Literature; Studies in Assa-
mese Literature Ancient and Mod-
erm; Origin of Vaishnavism in As-

India... The tremendous influence with age more and more a learmer 

still, but not less and less prone to 

mistakes yet. This pleasantly pen 
sive consciousness mars any pos 
sibility of indulgence in self com-

placence and keeps me ever 

alert... Iown I owe the idea of mak-

ing a separate treatise on the lan-

guage to the wisdom of Jules Bloch 

and of dwelling at length on the in-

scriptions of ancient kings of Asam 
to find therein the first character 

of English in the domain of litera-
ture in present-day India is appar-

ent everywhere and Assamese has 
not been able to escape it... Mr 

Dimbeswar Neog is a versatile 
scholar of Assam, who is a student 
of science, a poet, an educationist 

and a historian of the literature and 

district, 

Sam, etc." 
The preface was written by none 

other than Gopinath Bordoloi, then 

premier, Assam province (Bharat 
Ratna, 1999), "Sjt Neog in this book 
has not merely introduced Assam 
to the reading public but has un-

dertaken Herculean labour and im-
mense pains to impress on them 

the details of every phase of the 
activities of the people of Assam, 

culture of his province, all in 

one...his magnum opus running 
upto several hundred pages will 

form one of the most comprehen-
sive histories of the literature of a 

istics of the Kämarupa Präkrt long 
looked for to that of Beni Madhav 

Barua... Even one history of Asam 
in the proper sense has not been 

forthcoming till this day, though in 
stitutions like the Publication Board 

Modern Indian language attempt 
ed so far. (Dated 25 June 1948)." 

In his foreword Jules Bloch, 
Chaire de langue et Literature 
Sanscrites, Paris, wrote, "Before 

it was printed, as 
aware, no full description of Assa-
mese literature was to hand to be 

guage, about the ancientness of the 
script and literature - all in Eng-

lish, to establish in the national and 
international forums its presence from the pre-histonc times to the 

and strength. 
As Neog's books are considered 

rare and as this author had a god-
send opportunity to lay hands on describing the trends of events 

three of those, this piece would 

generally be contained within the 
limitation of the three books. Rath-

are sinking colossal amounts of good 

public money annually in encour 

aging few works of any worth. But 

even history has miracles. Let us 

hope such a miracle will act favour-

ably to bring Asam to her own from 
the moribund state she has been 

ar as I am 

modem days. In the treatment of 
the subject he has displayed mas-

tery of facts, mature judgement in 

modern development and trend of 

Assamese literature and how it has 

the times, and, above all, scholar-

ship of considerable merit. He has 

attempted to compress into para 

played the most important part i 

welding together various people of 
the North Eastern comer of India 

compared with the numerous his 
tories of Bengali literature or the 
recent exhaustive History of 
Maithili Literature due to Dr Jay-
akanta Mishra. Now thanks to Mr 

into a single unilingual unity..I feel 
greatly relieved to think that my 

task of writing this preface has 
been rendered comparatively 

ter into what should have been a easier as eminent orientalists and 
world famous scholars like Prof 

in. History is philosophy teaching 
by examples, and the history of 
Asam has indeed so many things 
to teach at least her own people." 

These excerpts from the three 
books speak volumes about the 
respect and authority Neog com-
manded in the elite circles 
worldwide. It is wished that all 

Dimbeswar Neog, all Indians will 
be acquainted with a new treas-
ure of productions due to the Indi-
an mind; and not only Indians but 
friends of India everywhere, 
amongst which being one, 1 wish 
the present authoritative book the 

success which the devotion and 

energy of its author deserves." 
In thè book Growth of the Asami-

ya Language, Development of the 
Asamiyä script (Pre-historic and his-
toric Assam), that saw the light of 
day in 1964, Neog writes an apolo-

er than pushing some superfuous graphs what in my opinion would 

opinions, let us peep into the pref-

aces and introductions to the books 

have taken a chapter, and a chap-

complete part of the book." 

The book New Light on History of 
written by some stalwarts from 

those days not only from Assam 

but other parts of the country and Asamiyä Literature (from the earli 

even international forum that 

speak of the immense clout Neog 

had among the literary giants and 

how seriously his works were con-

sidered. 
The book Introduction to Assam 

est until recent times) including an 
account of its antecedents was pub-

lished in the year 1962, and the in-
troduction was written by Bis-
nuram Medhi, then governor, Ma-
dras (now Chennai) in December, 
1960, and the preface was by Dr 
Suniti Kumar Chatterji. Medhi 

Jules Bloch and Dr Suniti Kumar 
Chatterji have commended the 
work to the English readers of 
the world and late Tripitakäcärya 
Dr Beni Madhav Barua of inter-
national fame has even given a.. 
life-sketch of the author." 

his works are reprinted, and 
more importantly, in this digital 
era, are put in digitised form 
making those accessible to eve-
ryone around the world. 

Published to mark Dimbeswa 
Neog's death anniversary) yyc,/ was published by Vora & Co Pub-

lishers Limited, Bombay-2. In the 

Excerpts of the preface by Dr Su-
niti Kumar Chatterji, "For the last 
one thousand years, Assamese has 
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Setback for 
sOcial justice 

Way out of constitutional conundrum of 

EWSjudgment lies in holding the 
Socio Economic and Caste Census 

termination of backwardness, economic 
Condition can never be the sole criterion. The, 

reason for this is that income is a variablë 

factor and nota structural or systematic tool 

for discrimination. 

On the otherhand, caste is structural and 

systematic discrimination and poverty is a 

Consequence of such discrimination. various 
surveys have confirmed that OBCs, SCs ande 
SIsare over-represented in the proportion ofs q 
poor. The forwa 

erably better off as a dass or group, even if 

MANURAJ 
SHUNMUGASUNDARAM aste groups are consid 

THE SUPREME COURT of India (SC) verdict there are poor individuals amongst them. 
upholding the 103rd Constitutional Therefore, the reservation has always dealt 

Amendment in Janhit Abhiyan v. Union of with clasS poverty. By determining a class 

india(2022) should be regarded as nothing on the basis of economic criter+a-incomed 

more thana ternporary legal setback to the belowRs8 lakh perannum of a family or in-fiA 
long trajectory of sodialjustice. I donot doubt dividual-the EWS quota ex facie inTinges 

that the judgment will be overturmed on the the principles of constitutional equality and 

ground thatit has irrevocably dented the ba- renders the conceptof reservation, as known 
sic structure of our constitutional frame- to the Indian Constitudon, virtualyunrecog 

nisable. In short, EWS is ambiguous, arbi 
Work. Nevertheless, constitudonal repair sel-
dom is carried out within the confines of raryand alien to the established prindiplesS 

COurts alone; and it is important that these 
battles are endured across society at large. 

Thejudgmentsuffers from serous infir-
mities. Firstly, the SCshould introspectwhy 
it has taken nearly four years to deal with Justice Party (South Indian Liberal 
such an important issue with widespread Federation) introduced and implementedI 

SOCial, political and legal ramifications. 
During the course of the pendency of this formingthe basis for reservation policies in 

case, the Union and states had begun imple 
menting the quota of Economically Weaker 
Sections (EWS), thereby embedding it tematically extended reservations to mar 

within the constitutional psyche. As such, 
undoing this had become inareasingly dilf- Naduhas been a pioneer in formulating and 

ficultwith the effiux of time. 
Some of the observations in theJanhit 

Abhiyan case around statements with regard tive action of the then Madras State was the: 
to a time limit for reservations were surpris- State f Madras vS. Champakam Dorairajan 
ing. given these issues were not central to 1951, wherein the Supreme Court struck 

the case itself. lt is also ironic that while af- down the 1926reservation policy. This even-

firming a reservation policy, individual tually led to political mobilisation that re-

judges have questioned the future of reser- sultedin the firstconstitutional anendment 

vation itselt. Nevertheless, all such state- to include Other Backward Classes within 
ments must be regarded as obiterand with- Article 15 and has now become part of thhe 

out any binding effect on the future legal 
evolution of the core issues. 

of constituional equality. 
The Dravidian Movement has an im 

pressive record when it comes to socialjusS 
tice and especially afimative action. The, 

the Communal Government Orderin 1926 

educabon and employment Over the next 
10 decades, the Dravidian Movement sySro 

ginalised communities. As a result, Tamir 

implemening reservations. 
One of the earliest setbacks to afirmat 

basic structure of the Constitution. Over the 
next 60 years, affirmative action policies 

The judgment is oneof the most disap- were successfully introduced and imple-
pointing expositions of law on the judiial mented to alleviate the caste-based discrim-
thinking around reservations.ASTecently as Inatory structures and age-old inequalities 
inJanuary2022, a Supreme Court bench led thatprevail within society. Acomposite un 
by Justice DYChandrachud(NeilAurelho derstanding of socaaljushice has helped for-
Nunes vs. Union ofIndia, 2022) had explained mulate special provisions for women, 
howreservation was notat oddswith merit Persons with Disabilities (differently-abled 
and also the role of reservation in "remedy- persons) and transpersons to provide sub 

ing the structural disadvantages" faced by 

marginalised groups. The Janhit Abhiyan 
judgment is at stark odds with this line of Constitution and the core of our national, 
argument and instead regards reservation character are seldom determined by the 
as a povertyalleviation scheme.Therein lies courts. The way ahead and out of the con 
themostfundamental flawin this judgment stitutional conundrum of Janhit Abhiyan 
and one that goes to the roots of the basic judgment lies in taking forward the Socio 
structure of the Consttution.in the long tra- Economicand Caste Census as an empiricat 
jectory of constitutional evolution, the coun- basis tounderstand structural disadvantages 
try has witnessed low points such as ADM insociety. Though the 103rd Constitutional. 
Jabalpur vs. SSShukla, which have been rec- Amendment was enacted before the 2019 
tified by later courts. It is not unforeseeable generalelection, politicalmobilisation of the 
that Janhit Abhiyan judgment will be sub- discourse around reservation has now bee 
ject to similar scrutiny in the years to come. enabledin the lead-up to the 2024 elections 

Reservation is not a poverty alleviaionThe Dravida Munnetra Kazhaganm has con-
mechanism. Reservation was always imple SIstenty opposed the conceptof EWSquota, 
mented to address representahonor the lack inits present form, and has called for an all-
thereof in educationalinsatuionsand pub- party meeing in Tamil Nadu to discuss the 
lic employment. The Supreme Court has next steps torward, in addition to comnmit-
failed to recognise that the 103rd ang to filing a review of the Janhit Abhiyan? 

Constitutional Amendment has relied on Judgment. 
economic criteria to extend reservations, 
Something that has been expressly barred 

In law. In Indra Sawhney vs Union (1992), it 
has been categorically held that in the de-

stantive sodietal inclusionand socialjustice 
Ultimately, issues going to the root of our 

The writer is an advocate and DMK 
spokesperson. This article has inputsfrom) 

Dhileepan Pakutharnvu 
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Free for all in Kerala 
The Governor's faux pas has caused unnecessary 

confusion and chaos in the state 
erala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan turning out to be a one-man army against 

the CPI (M)-led Government. The oppostion Congress party finds itself caught 
abetween a Scylla and Charybdis situation as it cannot support the BJP-Government 

appointed Governor or the CPI(M), the Grand Old Party's main rival in the State. On Monday 
the state witnessed the Kerala media playing the role of court jesters with the Governor 
asking the representatives of the CPl (M) and Jamaat-e-lslami mouthpieces to get out 
of his session with journalists. Adding insult to the injury was a CPI(M) honcho's com 
ment that the media was tarnishing his party's image. 

The PinarayiVijayan-led CPI(M) returned to power with an increased majority in the 
2021 assembly election. Vijayan is the monarch of everything that he surveys. Though 
haunted by Central agencies like the Entorcement Directorate, CBI, and the Customs 

and facing allegations ranging from gold smuggling 
FERA, FEMA, and a host of corruption cases, Vijayan 
decimated the Congress-led UDF and the BJP in Kerala 
establishing himself as the unquestioned leader of the 
CPI(M). There are reports that he may find himself as 
the Opposition's Prime Ministerial candidate at the right 
moment after the 2024 LokSabha election 

But the second term of Vijayan will be remembered 
for his "battle royale" against the Governor which he 
could have avoided with his political acumen. It is an 
open secret in Kerala that the CPl(M) would appoint 
only party nominees as vice-chancellors. Candidates 
for other posts too would be selected from the list of 
names given by the district secretaries of the party 

and this has been the precedent for decades. The Governor should have been told by 
his advisers that this was the tradiiorn in Kerala. The present stand-off between Governor 
and the Government could have been avoided had the former turned Nelson's eye towards 
it. The Governor by asking two media nOUSES to get out from his press meet gave immor-
tality to two non-entities in the media landscape of the State. Interestingly, the average 
Keralite has not taken these two media nouses Seriously. The new generation of media 
orofessionals in Kerala is not lamiliar wiln tne maxim "Nemo debetesse Judex in pro-

priacausa", which means no man shal oe a Juugc IS Cause. A popular news chan-

nel's scribe was heard during his reportung tnat uie overnor needs psychiatric teat-

ment. This is the classic fence cating the crop synarome qC 
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Backwards Vs Forwards: Too Many Quotas Are Bad For Bharat 
Dissenting judges in EWS case warn against chopping the public sphere into narrow sectarian slices 

economic criteria alone for reserving seats offends this 

deep-rooted understanding and consequently violates 
the basic structure of the Constitution. This argument, 
while historically grounded, makes a category mistake. 

Likereservation in the Poona Pact was a response to 
Ambedkar'ssuccessful advocacy of Depressed Classes 
claims at the 2nd Round Table Conference, the 103rd 
Constitution Amendment is a reflection of our garibi 
hatao politics today. 

communities. This, they conclude, is discrimination 
based on "social origin" as the lower caste poor are 

being excluded from this new track. While there is 

certainly an intuitive appeal in not asking a poor 

person for a caste certificate, the argument runs into 

two problems. 
Considering EWS reservation a "forward caste 
reservation is misleading. The text of the consitu-
tion amendment is clear - it is available to anyone 

other than the socially and educationally backward 
classes who already have access to reservation. This 
includes, other than the poor amongst forward 
castes, the poor amongst Muslims, Christians and 
other religious minorities. 
E 

Arghya Sengupta and Raag Yadava 

The 103rd Constitution 
Amendment, which 
authorises reserva-
tion in educational 
institutions and jobs 
for persons belonging 

to economically weaker sections of society, was upheld 
earlier this week by the Supreme Court. As a result of 
this decision, there will now be tworeservation tracks 
one based on caste and backwardness, the other on 
poverty and economic criteria. This is a watershed 

Diversification of national priorities: Taken together 
with the reservation of 25% seats for economically 
weaker sections in private schools under the Right to 
Education Act, EWS reservation represents a bipartisan 
resolve to use all means available to make greater 

moment in India's reservation story. ision within the poor is not on the ground of 
"caste" or "social origin" but rather on the ground 
that access to reservation has already been prov 
ded. Those who have had one bite at the cherry are 
excluded from getting a second. While this choice 
may be questioned as amatter of policy design based 
on on-ground statistical realities, it is not a matter 

In social policy, reservation of seats in legislatures, 
universities and jobs is viewed as a tool available to govern- educational and employment opportunities available 
mentsto empower backward communities and groups. In 
this sense, it is like a targeted subsidy or a welfare scheme. 
In India however, reservation is notjustanother ordinary 

to the poor. It is open to democratically elected 
governments to amend the Constitution to reflect such 
diversification of national priorities over time. 

This marks an important political shift - reserva-

tions inthe country are no longer only about caste. This 
does 

tool-it has a particular historical salience. 

t mean, as the leadmajority opinion points out, 
that the fight against deep-seated caste 

prejudices sought to be allayed through 
caste-based reservation stops. It simply 

means that additional reservation 
benefits will now be available to the 

for the courts. The Gandhi and Ambedikar pact: In September 1932, 
after the Communal Award had guaranteed separate 
electorates for "Depressed Classes", Mahatma Gandhi 
announced a "fast unto death". The only way to save his 
life wasfor the Depressed Classes to voluntarily give up 
on separate electorates. Babasaheb Ambedkar, the 
lcader of the Depressed Classes, reacted combatively at 

first. Later, he mellowed and signed the historic Poona 

Pact, which eschewed separate electorates in return 

sor a reserved quota of seats for representatives of 
Depressed Classes. 

Reservations were later extended to 

This is where the dissenting judges sound an impor 
tant cautionary note. The excessive comparmentalisa-
tion of society through reservations does not bode well for 
the constitutional ideal of oneness and fîraternity Caste 
based reservations have gone well beyond the Ambedka 
rite understanding of ensuring dignity for Depressed 
Classes, hitherto at the margins of society Now, as the 
door has been opened for non-caste based reservations 
the list of aspirants for reserved seats will only grow 

The way it is unfðlding, the political endgame dt 
reservations carries the risk oft chopping away at the 
public sphere into narrow sectarianslices. Reservation 
is a special antidote to cure the ils Of division, but I 
large doses, may cause more problems than it solves The way forward for India cannot be through new definitions of backwardness 

poor as well, to cast the net wider 
than it has before. 

EWS is nota forward caste quota: 
The dissenting judges take issue 

with the fact that 
EWS reservation universities and government jobs as a 

1argeted attempt to compensate caste 

roups for historic injustices perpetra 
Ud against them. Candhi's vision 

prevalled, and reservation became a 

household term in Indian politics. 
The EWS reservation 

is available to 
those who have 
not previously 
had access to 
reservation, 
notably exclu-
ding SC and ST 

Arghya Sengupta is Rescarch Direvtor Vidhi Cenire far Legal Policy Raag Yadava is Assistant Prote ssor Nazra Law School of India liit'eTSITy \eus are peNONal T|2 

was 

challengd on the ground thal using 

dilbed 
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India is on its way to becoming an anti-knowledge polity 
Regressive thought | 

jective intuition as the horizon of 
intellect together with the seasoned 

use of memory for a flawless repro-
duction of the texts from the past, 

had resulted în 'guru-parmapara 
and 'apprenticeship' becoming the 

privileged mode of education in 
India. This was a challenge. It be-
came even more menacing when 

combined with the stringent gender 
and caste segregation that besieged 
Indian soCiety more than two thou-

sand years ago. The gender-exclu-

Sionary and clan or caste-based 

apprenticeship mode of knowledge 
transmission became a formidable 

G.N. DEVY ne of the recurring 
themes in the Bhaa-
tiya Janata Party-led 
government's dis-
course is that of mak-

ing India vishwaguru. The govern-
ment's policy for education, its re-
structuring of the higher education 
regulators, its wishful depiction of 
ancient India, and its cultural poli-

tics are all oriented towards claim-
ing for India the status of a 'knowl-
edge-country. 

On the face of it, the idea sounds 
alluring. But it cannot be accom-

plished through patting one's back 
or through propaganda. Unless the 

deep incompatibility between the 
Sanskrit universe of knowledge 
and the 'universal knowledge' by 
which the world lives is understood, 
all adventurist steps taken are like-
ly to result in the exact opposite of 
what is being desired. In the pro-
cess, India may be pushed into be-
coming an anti-knowledge nation. 

Throughout human history, 
man has attempted to understand 
the universe by using various in-
genious methods of encrypting 
its formal and material features. 
From the ancient Esyptian hiero-

elyphs and Greek trigonometry to 
medieval Europe's magical code 

languages, these methods had es-
sentially aimed at storing humnan 
experiences in ways that would 
make them 'transferable- giving 
them life beyond their natural life. 
The desire to represent, store, trans-
act and pass on to the succeeding 
generations what humans "know 
culminated in the conceptualis 
ation by the 17th century German 
thinker, Gottfiried Wilhelm Leibniz, 
of a 'pure language, a language of 
signs that do not have meaning in had discovered the ability of the sifying kmowledge. n Indian tradi the last two centuries. The 19th-cen-

themselves but have the ability to 
represent constant and entirely ceptions to a 'harmonised under a central interest from the earliest had to launch upon the project of 
non-subjective meanings. During standing, capable of being stated in times. n fact, what was worth learn- creating access to a shared band of 
the historical phase of transition abstract terms. This ability is what ing was described with the term, 
from the use of Latin to that of the is described in philosophical terms smriti' ('remembering' as well as fields of knowledge that qualified to 
modern European languages for as 'rationality. t Rene Descartes the remembered'). The Bhagavad be 'universal' science. Similar, but 
intellectual and imaginative ex (1596-1650) gave to Europe the phil- Gita states rather categorically that far more dificult, was the struggle 
pression, the obsessive attraction osophical basis for its rationality, the weakening of smriti leads to the to get girls into formal education. 
for inventing a symbolic method for often hignighted through his claim, 
stating knowledge'made it possible Je pense, done je suis' ( think. ti-branshat buddhi-nash. In ancient difficult struggle, the BJP educa 
for European seholars to arrive at therefore Iam). Bruno, Leibniz and literature and theoretical composi. tion policy is trying to prioritise and sorting ideas in terms of what came their contemporaries gave Europe 
to be accepted as "universal science. the 'method' of stabilising knowl-
Earlier, in 1582, Giordano Bruno edge on the bedrock of rationality. 
had come up with the idea that 

combining 'associations of ideas' in storing ideas in Europe should be to the Ciceronían use of memory. Swayamsevak Sangh's terminology 
manageable symbolic strings would of interest to India as well for in Rarely has another civilisation in as 'the pollution caused by Western 
help hold a vast amount of knowl the process memory started getting the world focused on developing nat- knowledge. Sheepish vice-chan 

edge in a relat+vely small band of transmuted from being just a com-

human memory. A century later, in monly shared heritage of human learning as India did for millennia. 
1675, Leibniz proposed his celebrat societies to a higher order platform 
ed logical calculi', stated in the aph- for commanding and canonising the ference between the turn that the ject succeeds, we may soon find 
orism, 'existere nihil aliud esse quam cerebral acts of humans, resulting 17th-century use of memory took in ourselves becoming an anti-know 
harmonicum esse' - to exist is in the idea ot a unversal knowl Europe and the fixation with mem- edge nation. If the education policy 
nothing other than to be harmoni- edge, which stne real business of ory n hdia was that the idea of a imposed on universities asks for un-

Ous. In that span of a century and a universities. hese historical fac science of knowledge or a universal questioning acceptance of all that 

hindrance to producing anygen-

uinely 'universal science'. While 
a high-accuracy memorisation 

continued to be the tool for storing 
developments in ideas, the access 

to such memorisation was restrict-
ed by the caste origin of the learm-

ers. Durng pre-colonial times, two 

broad streams of memory-based 
knowledge emerged in India with-

out the possibility for mutual ex 
change and cross-fertilisation: one, 
the memory traditions of those with 
access to abstract symbols, includ-

ing writing; and, two, the memory 
traditions of those who were denied 
symbolic abstractions. The atter 
continued as "knowledge-workers' 
within their limited confines. The 

o 

possibility of India devising a grand 
scheme of classifying 'all that was 
known' in the diverse knowledge 
traditions with the help of a single 
and unified symbolic grid 'all mem 
ory did not take shape. 

tis with the wound of a deeply 
divided 'memory field' that India 
has been trying to internalise the 

half, from Bruno to Leibniz, Europe of memory for encrypting and clas idea öf a 'universal knowledge' over 

Inclusive enough? 

human mind to reduce. diverse per tions of learning, memory had been tury attempts to modernise society 

abstract signs the transition to new 

destruction of the intellect: smri After a century and a half of that 

ions, Special care was taken to aid privilege the 'sanatan vidyas and 
and facilitate easy remembering of coaxing scientists to revisit long-for 
the text by introducing various ac gotten theories in preference over 

The history of sorting out andcessiblemnemonic tools:quite akin what is described in the Rashtriya 

ural memory as the central tool of cellors and Boards of Studies are 
propagating the mood in order to 

However, the fundamental dif safeguard their funding. If the pro 

tors would not be ot relevance to the knowledge' did not find favour with was ancient, the result will be a fatal 
analysis of the trajectory of "knowl- those who were expected to culti loss of the ability to ask meaningful 
edge' in India had it not been for the vate knowledge. The idea of knowl questions, the main task for which 
fact that they clearly point to the use edgeas 'knowing, bringing in a sub- niversities exist. Teljo G.N. Devy is Chair, The People's 

Linguistic Survey of India 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2022 

Assamese science iterature has glorious history 
Face to Face organized. 

The Assam govern-
ment has proposed learn-
ing of science and Mathe 
matics in vernacular me-

The bodies I have men- tent that is popularly per-
ceived as unpleasurable de-
mands a lot of devotion and 

tioned before and many oth-
ers have been engaged in 
generation of scientific 
awareness and inculcation of 
scientific temper. Modern 
facilities like compiter, 
group meetings and apps, 
other IT gifts and traditional 
methodologies like dramas, 
features, folk songs and danc 
es, and ojha-pali and puppet 
shows are being used to 

Prasanta J Baruah skill which many of the writ-
ers are not ready to imbibe. 
Moreover, this endeavour 
has the potential to be a 
thankless and even a danger 
ous pursuit. One generally 

Dr Dinesh Chandra Goswami is an eminent Assa- dium schools from Class 
mese science and science fiction writer. He has written sev-
en novels, eight short story collections, many radio dramas, 
53 popular science books inclhuding many children's books. 
He has edited about 200 books. National Book Trust has 

3. What is your take on 
this issue? 

The proposal will be det-
rimental to the students be-does not enter into this area 

published a collection of his science fiction short stories in 

Assamese and also its English version. He has ben hon-
oured with several awards by Asom Sahitya Sabha, NBT, 

Sahitya Akademi, Assam Publication Board among others. 
The President of India has honoured him for his contribu-
tion to children's literature. 

cause their level of English 
is not adequate for taking this 
extra burden. Many of the 
teachers who are good in 
their subjects may also not 
be conídent to teach the sub-

if one does not have the in-
Assam witnesses a lot 

of crimes related to su-
perstition and age-old 
prejudices 
witch hunting. How can 
we fight such problems? 

Generation of awareness 

ner inspiration. On the oth-
er hand training pro-
grammes for science com-
municators are only few and 
far between. In order to 

communicate science to var-

including ious target groups. These 
have attained their own lev-
els of success. The govern-
ment has also rendered serv-

ject through English because 
they are not habituated with 
that. Status quo should be 
maintained in this matter. 

draw more young blood to 
Why is people's aware 

ness of science important 
in a place like Assam? 

Science literacy and scien-
tific temper are important 
not only for the people of 
Assam but for every individ-
ual in every society of the 
world, since these attributes 
enable people to make prop-
er judgment in their day to 
day life and participate in the 

process-of decision-making 

(SF) story and in 1937 the 
first Assamese SF short sto-

the area, more and more 
amongst the masses and 
strict enforcement of law 
will only be able to prevent 
such crimes. Assam's 2015 

ice in this area through its 
various departments. How-
ever, we are still much be-
low the expected level and 
greater efforts are needed 
in this regard. Governmen-
tal incentives must be en-

training programmes and in-
centives should be there. ry Birasatiyaar Dex was 

written by Hari Prasad Baru-
ah in Awahan. From then 

What challenges did 
you face in pursuing sci-
ence writing? 

Our sociery is always a 
very good recipient of sci-
ence and we don't face any 
challenge írom the soCiety. 
We faced some problems in 
getting source materials, 
but now because of 1nternet 

What do you feel about 
the role of ASTEC and 

on a number of writers have law against witch hunting 
and black magic is said to be 
the best in the country, but 
its implementation is still 
not up to the expectation. 
Bodies like the Assam Sci-

Assam government in 
popularising science? 
What strategy should 

they adopt? 
ASTEC and the Science 

Technology and Climate 
Change Department have 
been carrying out a number 
of programmes for science 
popularization. The science 
museums and planetariums 
have been drawing huge 

crowd, the Aryabhata Sci-
ence Centres in each of the 

penned SF storíes and nov-
els some of which can be la-
beled as very high quality 
ones even in the context of 

hanced to approach the lev-
el mandated by our Consti-

the mainstream Assamese tution which states that: it 
shall be the duty of every cit-
izen of India "to develop sci-
entific temper, humanism, 
and the spirit of inquiry and 
reform." 

There are only a few 
science communicators 

fiction. Many of these are 
comparable with, if not bet-
ter than, the best Indian SF 
stories. We can take pride in 

What is the status of saying that NBT and Sahit-
science literature in As- ya Akademi have so far pub-

lished only one collection 
each of vernacular SF sto-

ence Society, the Assam Sci-
ence Writers' Association, 
the Elora Bijnan Mancha, 
and the Assam Chapter of 

the All India Peoples' Sci-
ence Network have been 
doing yeoman's service in 

generating 
against superstition and in-

culcating scientific temper 
amongst the masses, but the 

societal and religious dog-
mas are still prevailing in 
certain corners of the state. 

on the issues where science and online book stores we 

and technology is involved. don't have much of those 
problems. 

What role can media 
play in popularizing sci-
ence writing? 

The electronic. IT and 

sam? What is the reason 
in Assam who have been for less production of sci-

ence fiction in Assamese ries and both of these are in 
literature in comparison Assamese. It is difficult to 

to other genres? 
Science literature in Assa-

awareness 

writing for decades. Why 
have we failed to produce 
a new generation of sci-

ence communicators? 

development blocks have 
developed strong contact 
with communities, Chil-
dren's Science Congresses 
are organized, various im-

portant publications aree 
brought out, and annual and 
other awards are also given 
out for science populanza-
tion and environment pres-
ervation efforts. I feel that 

print media can play a great 
ly influential role in these 
efforts. However, some 
imes they play a negative 
role. There should be some 

say why more writers have 
not been attracted to the 

AIthough the content of 
science communication is 

mese has a long and glorious genre of SF even though 

history and from the very 
beginning its quality has al-

ways been quite good in be that the genre demands 

comparison with that in many 

other Indian languages. In high level of imagination and 

1914 itself Ambikagiri Roy- planning, for which many 

choudhury wrote a piece re- writers are not ready to de-

sembling a science fiction vote enough time. 

readers' reception is quite 
good, but one reason could The state has to firmly han-

dle the forces instigating 
people for such nefarious 

activities. 

science as related to the so-
ciety, the 'communication' 
part of it is an art which has 
to be developed by th� sci-

communicators 

control mechanism against 
this and incentives for good 
work from the state and the 
other bodies in the field 
should also come forth. 

meticulous research, and a 

How can we inculcate 

scientific temperament 
among our people? 

ence 

through training and prac- more and more training 

PJbaruah_at@yahoo com 
T 

tice. To communicate a con- workshops should also be 
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GADFLY 

Foritsown sake, 
Hindi belt needs 
Englishmore 

ast month, Madhya Pradesh initiated implementing 
medical education in Hindi by releasing three text-

books inthatlanguage. It was ofa piece with the Nation 
al Education Policy 2020's mandate to empower a state's local 
language. Anumber of luminaries in the medical community 
(including Hindi-speakers) lit into it. They asked: In a field as 
important as publichealth, whose best practices perhaps ac-

cruetoyou only through the English language, was this switch 
in medium required? Won't it further worsen the prospectsof 
young Indians who have grown up without English and who 

necessarily need to know it? 
It seems Indian policymaking has mastered the habit of 

tying itself up in knots over the place of Indian languages 

and that of English. They don't see English now as an Indian 
language which Indians stake claims over. The MP episode 
convinced me further that there is no country in the world 
so deluded about its past, listless about its present, and di-
rectionless about its future as contemporary India. The 
thought-process infornming essential areas such as medical 
education betrays the acuity of our funk. In the 21st century, 
to not leverage our command over English and to be stil 
conflating it onlywith colonialism is utterly self-sabotaging. 
evenifwewere to ignore the hypocrisy ofit. Notwithstanding 
its flip sides, English has enriched and empowered India. 

There isno language the peopleof India need more today 
than English. Not Queen's (or should that be King's, now) 
English, but working, functional English. We run around 
in circles on it. Why do we think of 
English and the Indian languages 
in binaries only? It assumes that 
Our native languages are unal-

loyed and pure'. Farfromit. Indian 
medical experts and scholars have 
criticised even the Hindi that is in 
use in the recent medical syllabi. 
In a language and dialect-diverse 
countryside, should medical stu-
dents from non-English-speaking 

environments, who are already 
coping with communication issues 
ifthey move from their home state University academic 
to another place, be saddled with 
learning anewlanguage? Are these 
priorities? 
It's an unpopular thing to say at 

the moment, but India needs much 

Rahul 
Jayaram 

the Vidyashilp 

believes we are 
living through the 

apocalypse 

@rajayaram 
more Engish to grow as a country 
and improve its global prospects. It must reach our remotest 
corners. Surely, our local languages must be given a fillip, 
but that mustn't transpire at thecost of English. This doesn't 
mean India over-anglicises itself. In any case, in the present, 
it can be commonly assumed that most Indians with some 
education would easily be exposed to more than one Indian 
language. Hindi is most likely spoken in every part of India, 
although surely the extent varies from the north to the other 
parts. Hindi doesn't need a greater boost as our 'national 

language. 
Almost all the non-Hindi speaking states perceive Hindi 

as a hegemon. At one point of time, the Shiv Sena in Mahar-

ashtra objected to Hindi signages in Mumbai. That people so 
close to Hindi as the Maharashtrians saw it this way indicates 
how much anti-Hindi sentiment exists across India. When 
you have boondock bad-land states such as Uttar Pradesh 
exemplifying Hindi identity, you haven't any hope in hell to 
win people over to it. In the eyes of the non-Hindi speakers, 
it has a massive image problem. Hindï's connotations make 
it look more colonising than even English. A large part of 
non-Hindi-speaking India will accept English over Hindi any 
day. Current moves to promote the local languages must not 
come at the cost of English. Ifanything, the Hlindi-belt states 
in the north must take the lead to promote Englisheducation. 
For its own sake, North India must not let the desire for Hindi 
hegemony mar the prospects of its own youth. OHNS|» 
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12 THE PRISM DECCANHERALD 
SUnday 

November 13, 2022 

EWSquota: Anewpolitics ofLeader's patronage, Voter's loyalty GOV 
SHASTRA 

astweek's SupremeCourtverdictuphold- esondemocracy. 
ingthelO3rdConstitutional Amendment, everyone! It is worth pointing out that the real "poliics ofvishwas"-a politics built around the prevent Hindu-Muslim consolidation from be 

iea een reservation policy travestyintheintroductionofBEWSquotas is the charisma of the leader.Group identity is being comingadeciding lactor in the election. 
and Sea1s tn ddcato al intiT n andpalitieal mabilisation has fundamntaly atemptorationaliseitas necessary to address careuly relcgated to the backuround and the The power of dhe lubtarstu raming ies in Economically WeseonsSST hap dthe traiecrorv of democratic polties in inustices ofeconomicinequaiovand poventy lt directrelationshipisforgingvotermoblisation. is ablity 1o reach voers outside of their group 

This is not a new phenomenon in Indian pol- identities and blunt the mobilising edgeofinter 
asin eorksanimportantmo- utonprimailyas compensatory provisions to address deep-seated policy failures to invest in itics.Jayalalitha, and Indira Gandhi before her. esrgroupmobilsadon. Ifyouneedprool.consid-

Successfuly created these forms of personal- er the fact that EWS quotas were implemented 
But digress. The trajectory of caste-based ised, leadership-driven voter mobilisation. But by the BJPin the run-up to the 2019 elections but 

nsuoaamificatons othis foundational newreprecentationalclains. especialy amongst politicalmobilisationcreatedadynamicinwhich what distinguishes this moment is the careful never made their way into the elecrornirhetoric 
shft in Indias reservation policy-which in es hitherto disadvantaged caste groups, reserva- the relationship berween the individual voter nurturing ofa new category of citizen-the wel- Youcan. in the present moment. implement up 
sencecreated an upper caste quotahave been tion quotas emerged (and remain significant and the political party (including its leadership) fare beneficiary (or labharthi varg in the BJP percaste quotas and hold on to the Dalit vote! 

So,doesthis mean thatthe days of reservadon 
1at. But in he party-poliacal arena. there is a castegroups could be mobilised to lay claims on identification and collective, interest-based need"'and eligibiliy to access welfare schemes. politics and caste-based identity-claiming are 

near-consensus (with the exception ot DMK) state powerandresources. Overdecades, party claim-making on State resources. In recent The labharthi transcends the traditional logic over? Quite the contrary. We are now in a politi-
in favour of the EWS quota. The nearabsence competitionintensiñedandwith it, demands for years,and especialy with the dominance of the of group-based mobilisation. She is mobilised calarena ofintense quota-based competitvepo-

ofpoliticalcontestationover upper caste claims reservationacquiredtheir ownpoliticallogicand BJP, thedynamics ofvotermobilisationisunder throughappealsforloyaltyto thewelfarepatron- liticalpower playamongstall castes. As isevident 
to quotas is a political puzzle. Part of the expla- expanded, even as polincalmobilisanonaround going a protound shift. Increasingiy, vorers are age ot the party leader. The B.JP has pertected romthe tact thatit is the BJPthat brought n the 
nation lies, in my view, in caste as the primary caste was increasingly cast in the language ot being moblhsed throughastrategyotestablish this to an art form, but all polincal parkes are 103rdConstirutional Amendmentand facilitat 

ingadirect connecionwith the partyleadership. experimening With versions ot this kind of po edthe creattonotanew category ofupper castes 
ed by an emergent model of voter mobilisation Arguably, the saliernce of reservations as a The leadership is deified and a combination of litical mobilisation. In state after state. you will as EWS. So. caste sall matters for access to State 
that focuses on crafting a direct connection tool for political mobilisation set limits on the tools from technology and modern communi- find thatalmost every caste"caregory ofcitzen resources. But the democrancpromise of agen-

between centralised party leadership and the promiseofagenuinepolitics ofsocaljustice and cationto directwelfarebenefits are deployedto receiveswelfarebeneisinsome ior. with the uine politics ofsoaljustöce has now ghen way voterthroughnewformspolitical branding and rights, especially in Norh India, by creating a establishthis connectandbuildmorallegitimaçy partyleader positionedas theprimary provider toanepedient. personalisedpoliics of welfare 
reshaping of welfare provisioning. Unpacking political context in which reservations become ofthe leader as the sole patron and provider, in ofthesebenefts, InBengal. for instance. Mama premisecd on the deiñcation oftheleader andthe 
this is importanttounderstanding the dynamics theendrather than themeans, leadingusto the reum for vorer loyalty and abject rust.his is taBanerieeuseda combinationofpersomalised. lovalyofthevoter This istherealchalenge thar 

Economcaly Weaker Sections (EwS) among lndia. Reservations found place in our Consti- isabsurd to argue that the l0o quota is away to 
mentin India's democratictrajectory 

In the days that followed the legal, social and cytook root and successfuly created space tor 
redress historical disadvantage. As democra- health, educationand create quality jobs 

the subject of debate amongst the commentar ill today) as the tools through which different was mediated primarily through group-based lexicon) whose identity is shaped by "economic 
Yamini Aiyar 
the think tank head 

indulges in wonkery. 
but is really just 
intrigued by the 

everyday life of the arc ofpolitical mobilisation being compliment socialjustice, group rnghts and dignity 
Sarkar 

AiyarYamini 

oftoday'spoliticsandits long term.consequenc presentmoment wherewe now haveaquotafor what Polidical ScientistNelanjian Sircar calls the gender based appeals and welfare delivery to democracy in India confronts today 
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Focus is on education, conserving culture & customs 
On the Jan Jatiya Gaurav Diwas today, the Union Minister concerned highlights the tribal legacy and programmes around it 

intangible aspects of life of trib-
for al communities. Furthermore 

Tnder the charismatic leadership of Shri 
Narendra Moal 

Hon' ble Prime Minister of 
India, the Government 
declared that Novenmber 15, 

the birth anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, will be 
celebrated as Jan Jatiya Gaurav 
Divas every year. This decision 
was a historic moment for the 
entire nation as JanJatiya 
Gaurav Divas symbolises the 

glorious tribal legacy, heritage 
culture; and achievements or 
India, fuelled by the spirit of 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and 
strengthening Indias position 
in the global forum. 
"n this Amrit Kaal of 

Independence, the country 
has resolved that it would 

provide a more significant and majestic identity to the 
tribal legacy traditions of India 

and its heroism stories," our Smt. Droupadi Murmu, the our glorious motherland at structure. Ourgoal is to pological components. 
Prime Minister has remarked. 

India is home to about 25 is a wonderful illustration of Independence, I realise that it block level by providing trib- India@2047 is to achieve new in coordination with local per cent of the world's ethnic the enormous potential of the is vital to fully develop tribal al students with quality educa- heights of economic weltare. governing entiues, our pro-
population, making it a coun- nation's Scheduled Tribes; her society, raise the living stan- tion so that they can attend the Giving momentum to this grammes and policies are car-
try with a diversified and rich appointment to this distin- dards of all tribal people, best Eklavya Model Residential core element of Vision 2047, ried out locally with a nation-
cultural heritage and a large guished position demonstrates address their pressing institu- Schools and take advantage of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs al outlook. 
number of youthful tribal peo- our government's commit- tional issues, and integrate the five scholarship pro- has prioritised sustainable In the long run, I see my 
ple. They are actively utilising ment to the tribal people. 

the opportunities that are opening for them in fields like digm shift towards a govern- for development advocated Top Class Scholarship, and promotion of ethnic cultures of a solid socio-economic fourn-
education and sports with ment that has a people-centric byour Prime Minister is holis- National Overs�as Scholarship. tribal people. As a rèsult of our dation that offers a wide range 
their dedication and commit- approach.The Prime tic education, a potent tool that 

ment: they are also winning Minister's call for "Reform, enables any community, class, with the most recent technolo- tiatives, tribal people today feel tants. India is now slowly 
the Padma awards and inter Perform, Transform has or country to advance positive gies, as the globe has transi more integrated into society. moving towards the goal of 

nation's first tribal President, hundred years of address these problems at the The Vision 

ARJUN MUNDA 

them into the mainstream. grammes we offer: Pre/Post livelihoods, income genera- country, India, as a leader in 
The most crucial strategy Matric, National Fellowship, tion, education. health and the sustainable development, with India has seen a para-

Our Ministry has kept up flagship programmes arnd ini- of possibilities to all inhabi-

national recognition. served as the guiding princi ymake necessary reforms. tioned to a digital era. in order This Ministry is also attempt. becoming a powerhouse Though endowed with Plefor the last eight years of the and realise a successful future to speed up tribal welfare and ing to preserve and nurture where its voice will be heard 
natural talent, the tribals had Government. To ensure the vision. In tribal societies, it is practise good governance. In several tribal languages in clearly and where it wil be a 
to struggle or a long time last-mile distribution of ben- necessary to encourage the tra- addition, our State Tribal India, and has been working. partner on an equal footing because of sheer neglect and efits and improve develop- dition of educational advance- Research Institutes, NGOs, with academic institutions and Through a variety of develop-

apathy towards them. But now ment resuts across the nation, ment particularly for young Centers of Excellence, and experts to develop primers in ment measures, we are 
things haye finaly changed for pro-people policies and initia- girs. Additionally, there have other affliated groups are con- iribal languages. 
god under the leadershi of tives havebeen put into place been challenges in affected centrating on both the I can say with pride that together io unlock India's 

our dynamic Prime Minister. 
t is pertinent to note that experience, when I think about to establish educational infra- culture as well as the anthro-

embarking on this journey 
(The author is Union 

Minister of Tribal Afairs) 
Speaking fropersonal areas by Leftwing extremism advancement of tribal life and the Ministrys work encom potential and build a prosper-

passes both the tangible and ous, people-led nation. Pqo 
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India's Forgotten People Are Ready To Step Up 
Union minister of tribal affairs writes on the occasion of Janjatiya Gaurav Divas 

Additionally left-wing extremism has made it 
challenging to establish educational infrastructure 
in the affected areas. 

dealt with one by one as India sees a paradigm shift 
towards a government that has a people-centric approach. 

The PM's call for Reform, Perform, Transform has 
served as the guiding principle over the last eight years, to 
ensure the last-mile distribution of benefits and to 
improve development results across the nation. Various 
programmes have placed a priority on enhancing infrast-
ructure, expanding healthcare facilities, safeguarding 

Arjun Munda 

Today is the birth anniversary of Bhag 
wan Birsa Munda and Gol has declared Our goal is to address these problems at the block 

level, provide tribalstudents with quality education 
by enabling them to attend the best Eklavya Model 
Residential Schools and to take advantage of the five 
Scholarship programmes we offer. 

Ourministry has kept up with the most recent techno 

logies and these efforts are becoming the cornerstone 
for advancing our tribal development programmes. 
They range from empowering tribal people digitally 

and upskilling them even in distant locations to helk 
ping them produce and sell their manufactured goods. 
In addition, our State Tribal Research Institutes, 
NGOs, Centres of Excellence, and other affiliated 

groups are concentrating on both the advancement 
of tribal life and culture as well as the anthropological 
components of it. 
These organisations have a crucial role to perform 
and their research helps in the formulation of 
development plans. 
The Vision for India@2047 is to achieve new heights 

of economic welfare, provide the greatest amemities in 
both cities and villages, and construct the most advan ced infrastructure in the world. Giving momentum to the core elements of this vision, the ministry of tribal 
affairs has prioritised sustainable livelihoods, income 
generation, education, health and the promotion ot varied ethnic cultures of tribal people. As a result or 
our flagship initiatives, tribal people today feel more 
integrated into society. This ministry is also attemp ting to preserve and nurture several tribal languages, and has been working with academic institutions and 
experts to develop primers in tribal languages. In the long run, I see India as a leader in sustainable development, with a solid socio-economic foundation that offers a wide range of possibilities to all inhabitants. We are embarking on this journey together to unloek India's potential andbuild a prosperous, people-legnation. 

that November 15 shall be celebrated as 

Janjatiya Gaurav Divas every year 
This historic decision ties together the 
tribal legacy, heritage, culture and 

achievements of India, with the spirit of Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat and the strengthening of India's position in 
global forums. As PM Modi has remarked, "In this 

Amrit Kaal of Independence, the country has resolved 
that it would provide a more significant and majestic 

farmers'welfare, and defending the vulnerable. 
Speaking from personalexperience, whenIlook ahead 

to hundred years of Independence, 
I realise that it is vital to fully 
develop the tribal society, raise 
the living standards of all tribal 
people, address their pressing 

institutional issues, and integ-
rate them into the main 
stream of society by valuing 
their cultural heritage. 

The most crucial strategy 
fordevelopment advocated by 
our PM is holistic educa-
tion, a potent tool that enab-

les any community, class, or 
country to advance positi-
vely, make necessary re 

forms, and realise a suc-
cessful future vision. 
And it is education that 
is the foundation of 
our policies, while 
conserving traditio-
nal and cultural cus-
toms in order to pre 
servetribal heritage. 
Intribal societies, 

it is necessary to 
encourage the tradition 

advancement, 
particularly for younggirls. 

identity to the triballegacy traditions of India." 
India is home to about 25% of the worldl's 

ethnic population, making it a country with 
a diversified cultural heritage and a large 
numberof youthful tribal people. 

They are actively utilising the opportu-
nities that are opening for them in 
fields like education and sports. 
Withtheirdedication and commit 
ment, they are also winning 
Padma Awards and international 
recognition. 
Though endowed with natural 
talent, tribals had to struggle for a 
long time because of sheer neg 
lect and apathy towards them. 
But now things have finally 
changed for the good. 
The nation's first tribal 
President illustrates the 
enormous potential of the 
nation's Scheduled Tribes. 
President Droupadi Murmu's 
appointment also demonst 
rates our government's of 

educational commitment to the tribal people. 
The issues facing tribal people are being 

dillhert The Image ls for representatlonal purposes 
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TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2022 

BEYOND CLASS 
Have the policies to enable persons with disabilities pursue schooling and higher 

education made a difference? Nina Mukherjee has the story 
n recent years, there have been 
the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act 2016, the Na-
tional Education Policy 2020, 
the UGC's Accessibility Guide-
lines and Standards for Higher 

Educational Institutions and Univer-
sities 2022. However, in reality, these 
students with disabilities face several 
barriers to participation and learn-
ing opportunities in higher educa-
tion institutions. "This could be due 
to structural, attitudinal, resource-
related obstacles and so on," says 
Afaq Ahmad, a senior research fellow 
in the department of sociology at Ali-
garh Muslim University. 

Some colleges such as Jadavpur 
University, Rabindra Bharathi Uni-
versity, Shoolini University, Ashoka 
University, O.P. Jindal Global Univer 
sity have made the campus more ac-
cessible for disabled students. But in 
most colleges, awareness is very low. 

"According to the disabilities act, 
there is a 5 per cent reservation for 
disabled students in all higher edu-
cational institutions but many colleg-
es are not aware of it," says Biswajit 
Ghosh, former principal of Ramakr 
ishna Mission Blind Boys' Academy 
at Narendrapur. "Sometimes, when 
students face problems, they bring 
it to our notice, and we talk to the 
college. n some cases, we do involve 
the commissioner of disabilities to 
resolve the issue. Jadavpur Univer 
sity has excellent facilities. They 
have a special education department, 
trained staff, hostels, stipends and the 
physical infrastructure to support 
these students," he adds. 

Some students feel isolated when 
they join these institutions. Kundan 
Yadav, a visually impaired student 
who graduated in English from Ja-
davpur University, says, "We get fa-

cilities and help but people don't mix 
with us as they feel we are different." 

gy. "I fell in love with the subject in 
Class VI," he says. Though his family 
was supportive, there were concerns 
about how he would manage the ex-
tensive laboratory work. 

Tanmay got through Delhi Uni-
versity and the faculty was very sup-
portive, he says, but he soon realised 
that the campus was not accessible or 
built to support "someone like me". 
This was in 2019, and the Disability 
Act had been passed some years ago. 
"I was disappointed and realised a 
huge gap exists between practice 
and policy," says Tanmay who then 
turned to Ash 
have an Office of Learning Support or 
OLS and many students with disabil-
ities study at Ashoka. There are lifts, 
ramps, special needs washrooms and 
there is not a single location on cam-
pus which is not accessible." 

Special call 

ka University. "They 49936 

48831 

shoka University started its 
OLS department in 2016 with 

the invisible disabilities-dys-
lexia (difficulty in reading), dysgraph-
ia (inability to write coherently) and 
dyspraxia (childhood developmental 
disorder). "Now we have students 

and ramps in most buildings. He says, this area. This will bring equality in with visual impairment, hearing im-
pairment, cerebral palsy, autism and 
ADHD. They are all extremely bright 

and Tata Institute of Social Sciences and live on campus. So, we work to 
create a comprehensive system where 
these students can participate in all 
kinds of programmes and activities 
offered by the university," says Reena 
Gupta, founding director of OLS. 

More students with disabilities 
are attempting competitive exams 
such as IT-JEE. They get extra time 
or a scribe if required. Lovesh Gupta, 
who has a locomotor disability, got 
into IIT Bombay after clearing the 
JEE Advanced exam. After complet-
ing his bachelor's in computer sci-
ence in 2021 he joined Amazon. He 
says, "Many buildings at IIT-B had 
ramps and lifts, but the campus can 
be made more accessible and some 
vehicles should be allowed to move 
between buildings." He feels it would 
help visually impaired students to get 
recordings and slides of all leçtures. 

Td/isll 

A 

A disabled student participates in the recent Delhi half marathon 

brary, audiobooks, braille books, lifts that they can learn and research in 

"We have hope, visibility and a voice the university. But just a few places 
for getting things addressed, which like Ambedkar University in Delhi 
is not there outside." Jadavpur offers 
two master's courses in disability 
studies; a first for West Bengal. "After 

in Mumbai offer such courses." 
About the new policies being in-

troduced, Kashyap says there has to 
be a huge mindset change before any-
thing else. "If you look at Delhí Uni-
versity records, 500 seats for people 
with disability remain vacant. Some-
times students do join but drop out 
after a year or two. The reasons are 
infrastructure inaccessibility-these 
colleges have very old buildimgs; lack 
of special resources, and professors 

this students can pursue a PhD or get having no information about disabil-

In India, students with 
disabilities are 

dissuaded from taking 
science, technology or 

maths programmes 

into special education or social work. 
Some also go abroad," he added. 

Anurag Kashyap, advocacy man-

ities," he adds. 
In India, students with disabili-

ties are often dissuaded from taking 
ager at Sarthak, an NGO working science, technology or maths pro-

grammes and are diverted towards 
Jadavpur University, says the de- courses related to disability will raise the humanities. Tanmay Singh, a 

student with cerebral palsy, decided 
of dásabled students, an accessible li- ers will also do these courses, and see to break the mould and study biolo-

shan Chakraborty, a visually 
impaired assistant professor at with people with disabilities, says 

partment of arts has a regular influx awareness levels among people. "Oth-
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